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“Thus Seyden Sadde Folk”

Chaucer’s Oxford Clerk on Theological
Controversies in the 14™ Century

Molly Kluever ‘20
Thursday Forum - 17 October 2019



The Clerk’s Tale

OR, THE WORST CINDERELLA STORY EVER




Ll ]

Mary Eliza Haweis, Chaucer for Children (1882)
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“O stormy peple! Unsad and evere untrewe!

Ay undiscreet and chaungynge as a fane!

Delitynge evere in rumbul that is newe,

For lyk the moone ay wexe ye and wane!

Ay ful of clappynge, deere ynogh a jane!

Youre doom is fals, youre constance yvele preeveth;
A tul greet fool is he that on yow leeveth.”

Thus seyden sadde folk in that citee,
Whan that the peple gazed up and doun,
For they were glad, right for the noveltee,
To han a newe lady of hir toun.

Namoore of this make [ now mencioun,
But to Grisilde again wol I me dresse,
And telle hir constance and hir busyness.

(IV.995-1008)




Thesis

Chaucer gave the Griselda story to the Oxford Clerk in
order to engage with the theological controversies of the

late 14t century, specifically Wycliffism/early Lollardy and
the realist-nominalist debate.




John Wyclit, Wycliffism, and Early Lollardy

Encyclopaedia Britannica

* Anticlericalism/Antifraternalism
* Lay Conduct and Values

 Use of Vernacular

Rise of Blackfriar Rise of Reclamation
Wycliffism Council “Lollardy” of “Lollardy”

1370S 1382 1387 mid-1390s



Lollard Language?

“O stormy peple! Unsad and evere untrewe!

Ay undiscreet and chaungynge as a fane!

Delitynge evere in rumbul that is newe,

For lyk the moone ay wexe ye and wane!

Ay ful of clappynge, deere ynogh a jane!

Youre doom is fals, youre constance yvele preeveth;
A ful greet fool is he that on yow leeveth.”

Thus seyden sadde folk in that citee,

Whan that the peple gazed up and doun,

For they were glad, right for the noveltee,

To han a newe lady of hir toun.

Namoore of this make I now mencioun,

But to Grisilde again wol I me dresse,

And telle hir constance and hir busyness.
(IV.995-1008)
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Anticlericalism and “Poor Priests”

The Parson

“...a povre person of a toun,

But riche he was of hooly thoght and werk.
He was also a lerned man, a clerk,

That Cristes gospel trewely wolde preche;
His parisshens devoutly wolde he teche.”

(I.478-82)

“This noble ensample to his sheep he yaf,
That first he wroghte, and afterward he taughte.”

(1.496-7)

Winifred Sandys




Anticlericalism and “Poor Priests”

The Oxford Clerk

He “looked holwe,” his clothes appeared “[f]ul
thredbare,” and he spent his money “[o]n books
and on lernynge.”

(1.289,290,300)

“he hadde geten hym yet no benetfice,
Ne was so worldly for to have office.”

(I.291-2)

“And gladly wolde he lerne and gladly teche.”
(I.308)

Winifred Sandys




The Virtue of the Laity

Poverty
Discipleship
Patient suffering

Meekness

Gordon Frederick Browne




Was Chaucer a Lollard?




What did Chaucer know?

How did he know it?




Chaucer’s Access to Wycliftism/Lollardy

John of Gaunt The Wycliffite Bible
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The Realist-Nominalist Debate

Moderate

: Nominalism
Realism

(Ockham)

Realism

(Augustine) (Aquinas)




The Debate, The Dissent, and the Clerks

Moderate

: Nominalism Dissent
Realism

(Ockham) (Bradwardine)

Realism

(Augustine) (vepitines)

Oxford Clerk Oxford Clerk




Council of Constance
1414-1418
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Encyclopaedia Britannica

Wyclif and Realist




Why the Oxford Clerk?




(Partial) Bibliography

Bisson, Lillian M. Chaucer and the Late Medieval World. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1999.

Beidler, Peter G. “New Terminology for Sources and Analogues: Or, Let’s Forget the Lost French Source for the Miller’s Tale.” Studies in the
Age of Chaucer, vol. 28, no. 1, 2006, pp. 225-230., d0i:10.1353/sac.2006.0046.

Boccaccio, Giovanni. Decameron. Translated by John Payne. Edited by Charles S. Singleton. 3 vols. Vol. 2, Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1982.

Chaucer, Geoffrey. The Riverside Chaucer. Edited by Larry D. Benson. Houghton Mifflin, 1987.

Cole, Andrew. Literature and Heresy in the Age of Chaucer. Cambridge University Press, 2008.

Farrell, Thomas J., and Amy W. Goodwin. "The Clerk's Tale." In Sources and Analogues of the Canterbury Tales, edited by Robert M Correale and
Mary Hamel, 101-67: D.S. Brewer, 2002.

Fehrman, Craig T. "Did Chaucer Read the Wycliffite Bible?". The Chaucer Review 42, no. 2 (2007): 111-38.

Gray, Douglas, ed. The Oxford Companion to Chaucer: Oxford University Press, 2003.

Hornbeck, J. Patrick. What Is a Lollard? Dissent and Belief in Late Medieval England. Oxford University Press, 2010.

Hudson, Anne. "A Lollard Sect Vocabulary?". In Lollards and Their Books, 165-80: The Hambledon Press, 1985.

. "Lollardy: The English Heresy?". In Lollards and Their Books, 141-63: The Hambledon Press, 1985.

Kamowski, William. "Chaucer and Wyclif: God's Miracles against the Clergy's Magic." The Chaucer Review 37, no. 1 (2002): 5-25.
WWW.jstor.org/stable/25096187.

"Le Livre Griseldis." In Sources and Analogues of the Canterbury Tales, edited by Amy W. Goodwin, 141-67: D.S. Brewer, 2002.

Miller, Robert P., ed. Chaucer: Sources and Backgrounds: Oxford University Press, 1977.

Petrarch, Francis. "Historia Griseldis.” In Sources and Analogues of the Canterbury Tales, edited by Thomas J. Farrell, 109-29: D.S. Brewer, 2002.

Robson, J. A. Wyclif and the Oxford Schools: The Relation of the "Summa De Ente" to Scholastic Debates at Oxford in the Later Fourteenth
Century. Cambridge University Press, 1961.

Rowe, Britta. "Feith, and Nakednesse, and Maydenhede: Chaucer's Wyclif, or Strength Made Perfect in Weakness." Magistra 22, no. 2 (2016): 70-
102. https://search-proquest-com.ezproxy.csbsju.edu/docview/1872207568?accountid=14070.

Stanbury, Sarah. "Translating Griselda.” In The Visual Object of Desire in Late Medieval England, 122-52: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008.

Wycliffe, John. The English Works of Wyclif Hitherto Unprinted. Edited by F.D. Matthew. Trubner & Co. for Early English Text Society, 1880. 1998.



https://d.docs.live.net/d6846807672e53ac/Thesis/Drafts/www.jstor.org/stable/25096187
https://search-proquest-com.ezproxy.csbsju.edu/docview/1872207568?accountid=14070

	“Thus seyden sadde folk” : Chaucer’s Oxford Clerk on theological controversy in the 14th century
	Recommended Citation

	“Thus Seyden Sadde Folk” Chaucer’s Oxford Clerk on  Theological Controversies in the 14th Century

