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Study Abroad at CSB+SJU: A History

International Education = Study Abroad = Education Abroad = Global Education
The Record March 1, 2019, p. 4
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/43800/rec/16
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An article in a 2019 Record had this graphic about our program.  But to start at the 
beginning…
The Record March 1, 2019, p. 4
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/43800/rec/16  
SEE ALSO: "Study abroad porvides opportunities for 34 years," The Record, April 10, 
2003, p.5
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31473/show/31467
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1966

In my days on campus, in the 1970s, studying in a foreign country for part of your 
college years was something very special, seemed very expensive, and was just 
beginning to catch on. One of the earliest documents I’ve found in the Archives 
concerning it is this 1966 letter from Fr. Dunstan Tucker, then SJU’s Dean of 
Students, to CSB president Sister Mary Grell, a letter that was cc’d to St. Ben’s Dean 
of Students, Sister Firmin Escher (the namesake of the BAC’s Escher Auditorium). 
He writes about SJU’s plans regarding study abroad “which we hope CSB will go 
along with” [sic].
Photos from the SJU and CSB Archives.
Letter: O:\Archives\csbarchives\Digital Archives\Depts&Programs\Education 
Abroad\1966 09 28 Letter to Mary Grell from Dunstan Tucker.pdf, from AC 07.50 Box 
1 
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1966

Fr. Dunstan notes that a year-long study abroad program has been one of his “pet 
dreams over the years, but thus far we have been unable to do more than 
encourage the boys to study abroad on their own initiative.” (And yes, “the boys” 
meant SJU students.)  The previous year, 7 Johnnies spent their junior year abroad, 
and several others did summer classes in Mexico. 
Photos from the SJU and CSB Archives.
Letter: O:\Archives\csbarchives\Digital Archives\Depts&Programs\Education 
Abroad\1966 09 28 Letter to Mary Grell from Dunstan Tucker.pdf, from AC 07.50 Box 
1 

4



A few Bennies had also found ways to study abroad, though with little institutional 
support.  For example, Mary Hughes and Sheila Hogan traveled around Europe 
when they spent a term at Trinity College in Dublin in fall 1965.  They wrote about 
it in the CSB student newspaper, The Torch.  Apparently, they didn’t get much 
academic credit, though; Mary told me she got 3 credits for writing a paper.
“CSB Globe-Trotters Junket Abroad,” The Record May 7, 1965, p. 3 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/376/rec/4
Mary Hughes & Sheila Hogan, “Letters to Editor,” The Torch January 7, 1966, p. 2. 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/390/rec/5

5



(Viewing their stories about it in the CSB student newspaper, The Torch, I was 
reminded of the current Record columns by two Bennies studying abroad in London 
this fall.) 
“CSB Globe-Trotters Junket Abroad,” The Record May 7, 1965, p. 3 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/376/rec/4
Mary Hughes & Sheila Hogan, “Letters to Editor,” The Torch January 7, 1966, p. 2. 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/390/rec/5
Summer Langva and Kayla Anderson, “City-States and cappuccinos: a split experience 
of Europe with twice the fun” The Record Oct. 3, 2024, p. 4.  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/45353/rec/4
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1966

But Fr. Dunstan hoped for a year-long established study abroad program, with 
faculty oversight, because (quote) “…the tendency of American students when they 
go abroad is to go wild, fail to attend classes, fail to take exams, and then return to 
bluff the faculty, the dean, and the registrar into giving them credit for work for 
which we have received no official record.”

7



Fr. Dunstan’s 1966 dream was deferred for a few years, but in 1969-70, the first 
official CSBSJU semester-long, faculty-led study abroad program got off to an 
auspicious (but ultimately shaky) start with a program in Luxembourg. It was 

through Vita International, a non-profit organization in Chicago. 
CSB, SJU and four other colleges accepted an invitation to develop 
an extension there. The other colleges were: Marycrest College 
(Davenport, Iowa), Dominican College (Racine, Wisconsin), Mercy 
College (Detroit), and Avila College (Kansas City, Missouri). (Two 
of those colleges have since closed.)  Sister Incarnata Girgen 
shepherded the group for the fall 1969 semester with 15 Bennies 
and 5 Johnnies; and Sister Clarus Himsl did so in spring 1970, with 
15 Bennies and 15 Johnnies.
"CSB's European Campus", The Benet, April 1969, p. 20
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/583/show/578
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Courses would be in the performing arts, the humanities, and the social studies. 
Seminars with outstanding teachers from such universities as the Sorbonne, 
Louvaine, and Bonn were a part of it, along with travel to historic and cultural 
centers and meetings with officials of European governments and UN agencies. 
(Interestingly, there was no language proficiency requirement.) 
1969 October v.4 n.1 CSB’s Landmarks, p. 1-2
"Fifteen CSB Students Help Inaugurate European Campus," Landmarks, October 1969, 
p. 1, 4.
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/6595
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1969

• One faculty member from each of the 
founding colleges would teach one of the 
semesters.

• 3-4 students per room

• Regular tuition paid to each college

• Room, board and travel: $550  

• Air fare from Chicago: $295

This is a fact sheet about that fall ‘69 program. One faculty member from each of 
the six founding colleges would teach in at least one of the semesters. About 20 
students from each college could enroll; they would live 3-4 per room and pay 
tuition to their college, plus $550 for room, board and travel; at that time, air fare 
from Chicago was $295.
O:\Archives\csbarchives\International Education -- Study Abroad\CSB Part of a 
European Campus.jpg
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An article in the CSB student newspaper, The Torch, had promoted the opportunity 
for Bennies to go from “La [i.e. La Playette] Burgers to Luxemburgers.”
Cyrus, Kathleen.  “La Burgers to Luxemburgers: Count our Luxy Stars,” The Torch Feb. 
25, 1969, p. 1 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/332/rec/38
p. 3 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/334/rec/38
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One big selling point: the students would live in a real castle!
"VITA Offers an Experience", The Torch, November 12, 1969
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/290/show/286

12

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/290/show/286


A student’s “Letter from Luxemborg” (sic) to Sister Firmin was published in CSB’s 
newspaper, The Torch.  “The people are friendly and gracious,” Jeanne Pyzdrowski 
said, and she appreciated being able “to visit so many places, meet new people and 
experience living in different cultures… As students in the first and original class at 
Ansembourg Castle, we are proud to say we are history in the making.” 
"Letter from Luxemborg", Jeanne Ann Pyzdrowski, The Torch, October 14, 1969, p. 5
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/210/show/206
Photo inset: 1969-70 Student Directory
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Another student, writing in The Torch that fall, observed that it was on the 
weekends when they really got to experience the culture, since otherwise they 
were “at an American school living with American people.”  But it was eye-opening, 
and she encouraged her fellow students to consider it.
"VITA Offers an Experience", Sharon Sharkey, The Torch, November 12, 1969, p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/290/show/286
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A letter from Sister Incarnata mentions that it was pioneering, very worthwhile, 
and they did a lot of touring. Things are in need of repair, she said, but “the food 
and beds are excellent.” 
1969 October v.4 n.1 CSB’s Landmarks, p. 1-2
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/6595
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Things got troubling toward the end of the spring semester, though, as documented 
in Sister Firmin’s Annual Report on the program.  The academic program was quite 
successful, but the program was mis-managed by Vita International, which was 
responsible for making the payments for room & board, making it “impossible to 
continue the program.”
 Ann Rept by CSB Acad Dean Escher AC05.05Box1page54
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Mary Leeder, one of the Bennies in the program, told me via email that, about two 
weeks before they were to go home, when they arrived back at the castle on a 
Sunday from a trip, they were told the program had folded and that they were 
going home early… On Wednesday morning at 4:30 A.M. they were loaded onto 
buses and taken to Belgium, where they boarded planes for home.  She said that St. 
Ben's paid to get the students home, and their course grades were whatever they 
were as of that Sunday.  - From Mary Leeder’s (’71) email of March 22, 2022, 
“Luxembourg 1970 [April]”
Image: Luxembourg, First Semester Class,1970 (with words).jpg 
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“The staff and students involved in the 
program over there felt strongly that the 
Luxembourger staff should at least be paid...” 

She said that the CSBSJU group also took up a collection for the staff of the castle.  
The Vita Study Center was apparently in arrears with payroll for their employees.  
“The staff and students involved in the program over there felt strongly that the 
Luxembourger staff should at least be paid.” 
Ann Rept by CSB Acad Dean Escher AC05.05Box1page54; Sept. 25, 1972 letter to S. 
Firmin Escher from Douglas Chapman, International Education, Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale.] 
Image: Luxembourg, First Semester Class,1970 (with words).jpg 
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Also important to note is that these were also the beginning days of the January 
Interim (or January Term, or J-Term), which began the year before, in January 1968.  
It was a “four-week period during which students engaged in uninterrupted and 
intensive study of one subject, something not possible during the regular 
semesters.”  During J-Term, “off-campus study, work and travel were possible.”
1969-71 CSB Catalog, p. 12
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/3775/show/3710
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Upper
Midwest 
Association for
International 
Education

The “travel” part, at least for Johnnies, got a big boost when SJU became a member 
of the Upper Midwest Association for International Education, a consortium of ten 
colleges which collaborated to offer an international curriculum. UMAIE organized 
January Term study abroad programs. The Record reported about the first UMAIE J-
Term group going to Europe’s “economic capitals of the world” with Econ chair Fr. 
Martin Schirber in January 1969.
Schneider, Jim. "Interim Outlook is Promising", The Record, December 16, 1968, p. 1
Schirber photo from 1962 Sagatagan, p. 23 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/36268/rec/47
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(sic!)

Bennies had been able to participate through SJU, but CSB also joined UMAIE (not 
“UMALE”!) as a member in 1972. The other members of UMAIE were: Augustana, 
Bethel, St. Catherine, St. Thomas, Gustavus Adolphus, Hamline, Luther, and 
Macalester.  
From the Timeline, https://apps.csbsju.edu/csbarchives/TimeLineDetails.aspx?id=773
Ross, Peg. CSB Joins UMAIE-Foreign Study Opportunities", The Torch, March 17, 1972, 
p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/149/show/143
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J-Term aside, Fr. Dunstan’s hope for long-term study abroad opportunities were 
getting closer.  The 1970-71 SJU Catalog described the “SJU Study Abroad Program.”  
“Qualified students” could now arrange “to spend their junior year in France, Spain, 
Austria, Germany or Mexico.”  There was also the possibility of spending one 
semester abroad, and there were several summer programs available for 
enterprising students.  Students were advised to plan with the “Study Abroad 
Office.”  These options through SJU were also available to Bennies, though that’s 
easy to miss in these early supposedly “joint” catalogs. 1970-71 Saint John's 
University Catalog, p. 10
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/15146/show/15086
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Same goes for several other catalogs into the mid-1970s, with a lot of male 
verbiage.  
1971-72 combined Catalog, p. 9
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/14654/show/14603
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In those “Women’s Lib” days of the 1970s, it wasn’t until the 1977-78 edition that 
more inclusive language started to appear.
1977-78 combined Catalog, p. 120
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/15517/rec/108
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And it is important to note that no CSB+SJU faculty were on site for any of these 
longer programs.  Fast forward a few years, though.  By 1972-73, CSB had created 
its own overseas programs.  The November 21 Torch did a feature about the 
opportunity to study in Cannes, on the French Riviera, for the ‘73 spring semester 
with “Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Villette.”  $1800 would cover travel, tuition, room & board, 
and excursions.
Bon Voyage...Eighteen Go to French Riviera", The Torch, November 21, 1972
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/444/show/440
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By the fall of 1973, CSB was sending three groups abroad each semester: to the 
Cannes site again, with Chuck Villette; to St. Gallen, Switzerland, with Sister 
Margretta Nathe; and to Barcelona, Spain, with Leonel Galindo. 
Document: O:\Archives\csbarchives\International Education -- Study Abroad\CSB Part 
of a European Campus.jpg
Pamphlet from the CSB Archives, AC 07.50 Box 1 f2 
Pamphlet cover: O:\Archives\csbarchives\International Education -- Study 
Abroad\Overseas European Studies Programs, Fall 1973, p.1.jpg
Photos from Faculty/Staff Directory.
Semester-long Study Abroad progras begin  (1973 Timeline entry)
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CSB: France, Switzerland or Spain

SJU: France, Austria or Spain summers;
also a full year in Tokyo, Japan

SJU: “Programs can be arranged in most foreign countries.”

The 1973-74 & 74-75 Catalogs described both the CSB program, with the same 
three choices, and SJU’s, which were summer terms in France, Austria or Spain, plus 
a full year program in Tokyo, Japan.  1974 was also the year when Saint John’s 
School of Theology started its Jerusalem Studies Program.
1973-74 Catalog, p. 9-10
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/14880/show/14799
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/14880/show/14800
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CSB: France, Switzerland or Spain
     Mexico

By ‘75-76, a program in Mexico replaced the one CSB had in Barcelona. CSB 

professor Dr. Josephina Cabellero taught in Mexico from 
1974-75 through 1977-78.
1975-76 Catalog, p. 12
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/15360/show/15285
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Sister Margretta’s program in Switzerland was moved to Koenigstein, in central 
Germany, in Fall 1976.
On left: …Konigstein,German Study Abroad 1975.jpg
On right: …Scrapbook page of Trip to Germany 1975.jpg  (or was it 1976 or ‘77?)
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Here’s that fall 1976 group, with Sister Margretta and Sister Emmanuel Renner on 
the left, row 3.
Koenigstein Study Abroad, Scrapbook page, 1976.jpg (Fall)
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In 1977, Saint John’s added a new offering, a cooperative venture whereby our 
students could attend the University of Salzburg’s European Studies Program.  And 
a statement appeared noting that financial aid was applicable to study abroad, 
though “work-study opportunities” were not available.  
1977-78 (combined) Catalog 1977-78, p. 120-121
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A 1977 April Saint Benedict's Today article gave details about the French program – 
now in Tours and Cannes, on the French Riviera – and the German program in 
Koenigstein.  (It mentions the Mexico option, but doesn’t describe it.)
1977 April Saint Benedict's Today, p.2
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/3830/show/3823
…and p.7  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/3830/show/3828
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An article in a November 1978 Record compared the two programs for students of 
German, SJU’s at the University of Salzburg, more like an independent study 
program, and CSB’s in Koenigstein.  Besides some differences in costs, the major 
difference was that students were left on their own more when studying in 
Salzburg, but they were with a CSB+SJU cohort in Koenigstein – and with Sister 
Margretta, a favorite with students. 
Jeffery, John. "Salzburg, Koenigstein Programs Compared", The Record, November 17, 
1978, p. 6
Group photo: Koenigstein Study Abroad Picture, 1977
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In 1978-1979 Fr. Roger 
Klassen became the first 

jointly-appointed Director 
of International Studies

A major step forward happened in 1978, when Father Roger Klassen was appointed 
as the first joint director of the CSB+ SJU International Study Abroad Program.  This 
photo shows Roger and Assistant Sharon Schmitt in their office in the north sacristy 
of the old church, i.e. the Great Hall.
"International Studies Undergoes Changes", The Cable, April 8, 1983, p. 3
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/1186/show/1182
Photo: O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\People\Klassen, Roger in Intnl Studies scan 
of misc negatives.jpg
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This greater cooperation is reflected in the 1978-79 Catalog, which mentions 
“coordinating International Studies offices.” In fact, the CSB Overseas Program 
Office and the SJU International Studies Office were combined in 1979; Fr. Roger 
had offices in both the Great Hall and the HAB. And more programs were added in 
Ireland and Africa; Spain was again in the offing (in Madrid, replacing the program 
in Mexico); and the UMAIE program continued to provide many more options for 
January Term programs.  
1978-79 Catalog, p. 130-131
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/15657/show/15623
Graphic image:  CSB Archives AC 07.50 Box 1 f6 on a memo from Sharon Schmitt 
dated April 7, 1982 
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A new program began in the fall of 1979, the Greco-Roman program, in which 
students would start the semester in Greece and finish it in Rome.  Proving to be 
very popular, a counterpart semester was later added whereby another group 
would start in Rome and then go to Greece, essentially trading places.
"Let's Go to Greece!", The Record, January 26, 1979, p. 5
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/35400/show/35392
Photo by Anne McCarney ‘02, O:\Archives\csbarchives\Photos\Academic 
Departments\Education Abroad\Office of Education Abroad Photos for Riley\CSB-SJU 
Group picture in Greece from early 2000's Admissions publication.jpg
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By the early 1980s, the growing Study Abroad program was issuing a booklet of 
rules and guidelines, the Study Abroad Handbook, to the many students going 
overseas for a semester.  It also provided consistency for the faculty directors at 
each location. It was compiled by Fr. Roger and …
CSB AC 07.50 Box 1 f1 & f6 January 27, 1984 Director’s Handbook “Prepared by 
Sharon Schmitt and the International Studies Office Staff”
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…Sharon Schmitt, who had been with the office since the late 1970s, and who was 
the go-to person for Study Abroad, no matter what program one was on or who the 
program director was.  Sharon was with the office until her retirement in 2008.
CSB AC 07.50 Box 1 f1 & f6 January 27, 1984 Director’s Handbook “Prepared by 
Sharon Schmitt and the International Studies Office Staff”
Photo: O:\Archives\csbarchives\Photos\People\Staff\Schmitt, Sharon Study 
Abroad.jpg
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Eventually, we started to receive accolades for our study abroad options as they 
expanded.  In 1981-82, we were in second place in a rating of private colleges for 
the percentage of students studying aboard.  We had also added a program in 
Ireland and England.
1981 Holiday Saint Benedict's Today, p. 2  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/3988/show/3980
Top photo: O:\Archives\csbarchives\International Education -- Study Abroad\Photos 
2013 Study Abroad photo contest Top Ten\2012_Fall_Carda_Meghan_London2.jpg
Bottom photo: O:\Institutional Advancement SJU\Advancement Photo 
Archive\Advancement Photo Archive_Main Folder\Study Abroad Photo 
Contests\2013 Fall Photos\Galway\2013_Fall_Matthews_Sara_Galway1.jpg
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Pollick

Villette

Father Roger Klassen stepped down to focus on his work as our pastor in the 
Collegeville parish in 1983.  For the next year, Chuck Villette and SJU Philosophy 
professor Dr. David Pollick would take it on.  
"International Studies Undergoes Changes", The Cable, April 8, 1983, p. 3  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/1186/show/1182
Photo: O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\People\Klassen, Roger in Intnl Studies scan 
of misc negatives.jpg
Chuck Villette photo: 
O:/Archives/csbarchives/Photos/People/Villette,%20Charles/198703_Saint_Benedicts
_Today_Spring_p.3.pdf
Pollick photo:  1982 Saints yearbook, p. 185 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/40054/rec/21
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Andreas Kiryakakis, German

Gary Miller, History

Eva Daddesio, French & Spanish

For about ten years, a series of other professors served in the position, including 
Eva Daddesio, Andreas Kiryakakis, and Gary Miller. (Professors of French & Spanish; 
German; and History, respectively.)
O:\Institutional Advancement SJU\Advancement Photo Archive\Advancement Photo 
Archive_Main Folder\Publications_Photos\Academic Centers 
(2008)\Woit_0709__340.tif
Daddesio photo from The Saints 1986 p._042 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/43051/rec/7  
Miller photo from the Feb. 15, 1990 Record, p. 5 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/37817/rec/17

41



Stephen 
Burmeister-May 

New Science

Old Quad

Beginning in 1993, the Director of International Education was Stephen Burmeister-
May, until shortly before his premature death in 2004.  We had 12 programs, and 
achieved the rank of number one in the country for the number of undergraduate 
students studying abroad in 1999-2000.  After a year in the New Science building 
(probably because the first floor of the Quad was being renovated), the office was 
located for seven years in Quad 128 (where HR is now).
Photo: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/42664588/stephen-b-Burmeister
Open Doors 2001: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 1 for the number of students studying 
abroad in 1999-2000 (Saint Benedict's Saint John's Magazine 2002-03 Spring p. 13).
Pre-renovation Quad O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Quad\Quad Hallway 
1972 Yrbk p. 53.jpg
Quad: O:\Institutional Advancement SJU\Advancement Photo Archive\Advancement 
Photo Archive_Main Folder\Campus\Spring Nature Scenes\by Anrdrea Betts_5-
2014\Quad Spring.jpg
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In the fall of 1988, a study abroad semester had been added in China.  In 2000, our 
then-presidents, Mary Lyons and Br. Dietrich Reinhart, made a good-will visit to 
China (although not to the program site, which was apparently regarded by some 
as a diplomatic faux-pas).  (See Brever, Eric article).
“Looking to China,” The Record March 10, 1988, p. 9 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/37197/rec/397
Poster: O:\Archives\csbarchives\Digital Archives\Depts&Programs\Education 
Abroad\China\From SJU Archives
Photo: O:\Archives\csbarchives\Digital Archives\Depts&Programs\Education 
Abroad\China\From SJU Archives\2000.0001 v7 p85 presidents visit China in 2000.
Brever, Eric.  "CSB/SJU presidents & China," The Record, Dec. 7, 2000, p. 14. 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34186/rec/2
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2007 photo by Jeff Jackson

More study abroad opportunities were added in the late 1999s and early 2000s, 
including programs in South Africa in 1998… 
“CSB/SJU Students, Faculty to Study in South Africa,” Connections Jan. 22, 1998, p. 1  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/8960/rec/149
Photo: O:\Institutional Advancement SJU\Advancement Photo Archive\Advancement 
Photo Archive_Main Folder\Publications_Photos\Academic Centers 
(2008)\Jackson_Jeff_SAfrica1.tif
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Fall 2011 Guatemala photo by Sarah Manzey 

…Central America in 1999… 
“Study Abroad program in Central America,” The Record, Feb. 10, 2000, p. 2  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34314/rec/127
Photo at the Pacaya-Volcano in Guatemala by Sarah Manzey ‘ : O:\Archived 
Images\CMS\CMS NOT PROCESSED\Study Abroad Photo Contest Fall 
2011\Guatemala\Sarah Manzey 1.jpg
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2007 photo by 
Danny Hansen

…and Australia in spring 2000.
O:\Institutional Advancement SJU\Advancement Photo Archive\Advancement Photo 
Archive_Main Folder\Publications_Photos\Academic Centers 
(2008)\Hansen_Danny_Australia7.tif
Australia: Connections Dec. 16, 1999 p. 1-2 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/21682/rec/215
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In 2001, January Term was dropped from the curriculum, eliminating many shorter-
term study abroad opportunities students had had for more than 30 years.  So 
semester-long programs became the default for students seeking international 
study options. 
The Record March 9, 2000, p. 1 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34300/rec/206
SJU Magazine Fall 2000, p. 4  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5537/rec/10
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“No other U.S. liberal arts college offers more faculty-
led programs with as many students participating.”

Participation in the semester-long study abroad options soared in the early 2000s.  
In 2003, 390 students took part. No other U.S. liberal arts college offered more 
faculty-led programs with as many students participating.
Ruhland, Greg. "A decade of excellence: Study abroad soars", The Record, February 2, 
2006.
"Study abroad porvides opportunities for 34 years," The Record, April 10, 2003, p.5
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31473/show/31467
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By 2007, we were again ranked Number 1 for semester-long study abroad 
participation, with 16 programs in 13 countries, by the Institute of International 
Education.
The Institute of International Education ranked CSB/SJU number 1 in semester-long 
study abroad participation  (2007 Timeline entry)
https://apps.csbsju.edu/csbarchives/TimeLineDetails.aspx?id=775
Dunham, Abbie. "Study abroad rank No.1 for semester programs", The Record, 
November 15, 2007 p. 1. 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33109/rec/68
Ruhland, Greg. "A decade of excellence: Study abroad soars", The Record, February 2, 
2006
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http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33121/show/33109
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Chemistry professor Frank Rioux had replaced Stephen Burmeister-May in 2003 as 
Interim Director. In the fall of 2004, Dallas Kenny became the Dean of 
“International and Experiential Education,” a new title for the position. 
Text: 2004 Fall Saint John's Magazine, p. 4  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5400/rec/2
Photo: 2005 Autumn Saint John's Magazine, p.33 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5402/rec/3
Rioux photo: 1988 Saints p. 43 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/43290/rec/76

50



When Dallas Kenny left in 2007, Joe Rogers was named the Interim Director of 
International Education. His title then changed to the Director of Education Abroad 
when the department was re-named the Office of Education Abroad (OEA) in 2008 
and moved over to CSB, to the Main Building’s ground floor (to room G004, the 
former CSB cafeteria space in Gertrude Hall). That’s also when Sharon Schmitt 
retired.
2009 Autumn Saint John's Magazine (Alumni Magazine) p. 8 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5409/rec/6
Building photo: O:\Archives\csbarchives\Photos\Buildings Photos\Main 
Building\Main 007.jpg
Schmitt photo: O:\Archives\csbarchives\Photos\People\Staff\Schmitt, Sharon Study 
Abroad.jpg
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In 2010, the Office For Education Abroad (the OEA) was yet again moved, this time 
from the Main Building to the ASB (Academic Services Building).  It was renamed 
again, too, also in 2010, to the Center for Global Education  Joe Rogers left the 
office, and in 2011, Peggy Retka became the Director.  
Retka photo: The Record Dec. 5, 2008, p. 1 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/40045/rec/10 
Rogers photo: 2007 Autumn Saint John's Magazine (Alumni Magazine) p. 6 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5408/rec/4
International Education/Study Abroad is relocated and renamed the Office for 
Education Abroad   (2008 Timeline entry)
https://apps.csbsju.edu/csbarchives/TimeLineDetails.aspx?id=121
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What Makes Education Abroad at 
CSB/SJU Unique

2012

• 20 semester-long study abroad programs 
in 15 countries 
on 6 continents

• Over 50% of CSB/SJU students study abroad 

• Over 1/3 of the faculty have led the programs 

Open Doors is the annual report on international education 
published by the Institute of International Education (IIE) in 
partnership with the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs

Between 1997 and the pandemic – which brought all the programs to a temporary 
halt in spring 2020 – CSB+SJU consistently ranked in the top five for the number of 
students in our study abroad programs by Open Doors, the annual report on 
international education.  In 2012, we had 20 programs in 15 countries on 6 
continents, over half of the students studied abroad, and over one-third of our 
faculty had led programs.
Data from http://www.csbsju.edu/OEA/About-Us.htm [circa 2012?]
Image from https://opendoorsdata.org/, retrieved Oct. 30, 2024.
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Joy Ruis, Nichole Matuska, Lisa Scott, CSB President MaryAnn Baenninger, 
Joe Rogers, Provost Rita Knuesel, Peggy Retka, Nicole Clements 

In fact, 2012 was the third consecutive year that CSB + SJU were ranked Number 1 
nationally for the percentage of students studying abroad for a semester.   We won 
the 2012 Paul Simon NAFSA Award for Campus Internationalization, and CSB 
President MaryAnn Baenninger, Provost Rita Knuesel, directors Joe Rogers and 
Peggy Retka, and the Education Abroad staff all travelled to D.C. to receive the 
award. In 2015, when Peggy Retka left, Joe Rogers returned as director for a couple 
of years, and then Assistant Directors Nicole Clemens & Joy Ruis oversaw the office 
until December 2017…

Photo: O:\Archives\csbarchives\Photos\Academic Departments\Education 

Abroad\2012 Simon Award…  From left to right: Joy Ruis, Nichole Matuska, Lisa Scott, 

MaryAnn Baenninger, Joe Rogers, Rita Knuesel, Peggy Retka, Nicole Clements.

CSB and SJU rank No. 1 for Study Abroad  (2012 Timeline entry)
“Outstanding Global Engagement,” CSB Today Winter 2013, p. 4  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/6984/rec/130
Simon award Image: O:\Archives\csbarchives\International Education -- Study 
Abroad\2012 Simon Award doc & photo.docx
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…at which time Kevin Clancy, a class of 2000 Johnnie and world traveler, assumed 
the role of the Director for the Center for Global Education.  And… Clancy photo: 
2004 Fall Saint John's Magazine, p. 13  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5400/rec/2
Group photo: Fall 2007 Saint John’s Magazine, p. 19 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5408/rec/12

55



… three years after Kevin joined us, in 2021, the Center relocated to Clemens 
Library.  Which brings us up to 2024!
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Compiled in 2024 from resources in the archives of the 
College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University

by Peggy Landwehr Roske, CSB/SJU Archivist
All rights reserved.

Fall 2013 Study Abroad group in Vina del Mar, Chile
O:\Archives\csbarchives\International Education -- Study Abroad\Programs\Group 
photos by semester\2013 02 Fall   
(JJ Roske ‘15 is standing directly in front of the palm tree. :-)
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Open Doors, the annual report on international education published by the Institute of International 
Education (IIE) in partnership with the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs  We consistently ranked in the top 5 from at least 1997-2020.

• Open Doors 2020: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 6 for semester-long programs in 2018-19, no. 9 for full-year 
programs (2020-12 Saint Benedict's Magazine Winter p. 6)

• Open Doors 2019: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 5 for semester-long programs in 2017-18, no. 10 for full year 
programs (2020-06 Saint Benedict’s Magazine Summer p. 15)  

• Open Doors 2017: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 4 for semester-long programs in 2015-16 (Saint Benedict's Saint 
John's Magazine 2018-03 Spring p. 29)

• Open Doors 2016: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 3 for semester-long programs in 2014-15 (Saint Benedict's 
Magazine 2018-03 Spring p. 25)

• Open Doors 2015: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 5 for study abroad programs in 2013-14 (Saint Benedict's Magazine 
2016-03 Winter p. 6)

• Open Doors 2014: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 3 for study abroad programs in 2012-13? (Saint Benedict's Saint 
John's Magazine 2015-03 Spring p. 29)

• Open Doors 2013: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 2 for study abroad programs in 2011-12? (Saint Benedict's 
Magazine 2014-06 Spring p. 9)

• Open Doors 2012: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 1 for mid-length study abroad programs in 2010-11? (Saint 
Benedict's Magazine 2013-01 Winter p. 4) “for the third consecutive year”

• Open Doors 2008: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 2 for semester-long programs in 2006-07 (Saint Benedict's Saint 
John's Magazine 2009-03 Spring p. 5) “CSB and SJU have been among the top five nationally for each of the past 
four years.”

• Open Doors 2001: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 1 for the number of students studying abroad in 1999-2000 (Saint 
Benedict's Saint John's Magazine 2002-03 Spring p. 13)

• Open Doors 1998-99: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 3 for the number of students studying abroad in 1997-1998? 
(Saint Benedict's Saint John's Magazine 2000-03 Spring p. 13)

• Open Doors 1997-98: CSB and SJU are ranked no. 3 for the number of students studying abroad in 1996-1997? 
(Saint Benedict's Saint John's Magazine 1999-03 Spring p. 14)
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