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THE Dipacie PRAYER, & NOTES
ON THE SCORE

Timothy Dusenbury

The Didache is an early church document dating
from the late first or early second century. This version of
the Didache premiered at the Thursday liturgy for Saint
John’s School of Theology-Seminary. It was decided that
this ancient prayer be used in a new context. The idea was
that it serve liturgically as both the closing prayer of the
Thanksgivingliturgy and as the “Marana tha” gathering prayer.
One of the most striking features of the text is its re-
curring use of two refrains: “to you be the glory forev-
er” and “for yours is the glory and the power forever.”
In addition to serving as formal markers, these refrains
offered a chance for the congregation to participate
actively by singing the refrains in response to the choir.

Another formal consideration was the piece’s ending.
Generally, thanksgiving liturgies are more exultant than con-
templative liturgies. This dramatic necessity initially seemed
at cross-purposes with the text, which closes with a series of
sporadic prayers, no longer united by a refrain. In order to
achieve a fuller ending, the final phrase, “Marana tha” was
used as a re-gathering point. Initially sung by a single, unac-
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DIDACHE & NOTES

companied voice, the other singers enter at will, improvising
repeatedly on the given melody. The hope was that, in addi-
tion to meeting a liturgical need, this setting would evoke
some of the ecstatic associations of this early invocation.
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The Didache Prayer

from 7he Didache Timothy Dusenbury
trans. Br. Lewis Grobe, OSB November 2015
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