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War Protest, 1972:
Students Blockade !
the SJU Campus

nrhu hemhumd tree hﬂ M
been set up. The protesters had been
denying entrance to any cars that
had come up the road. This was on
the counly road entering the south
end of 51 John's University, near the
seminary; the students had taken up
their posts at 6 a.m., and it was now

rolls and a large umn of hot coffee.
No wvehicles were allowed to pass
through: buses from 5t. Benedict's,
coal trucks, telephone company
trucks, workers and faculty in their
cars—all drivers and passengers were
!wwdla-ll-'lmh:lwplrkl‘
the blockade and in.
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tempt at business as usual,

m ‘tendance markedly low, and the L3 -
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Soon, cars and a school bus pro-  Quister than usmal

Background Image adapted from: https://www.legion.org/flag/255086/we-want-
hear-your-us-flag-story

1972-04-28, The Record p.1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34797
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Students organize Line 3 day of action

Black Lives Matter [1ioh

Today's history lesson is about a student protest. No doubt some of you were on
the scene last fall when the students here had a protest about the Pat Hall scandal.
And of course we're all aware of the Black Lives Matter, Line 3 and other protests in
recent years. So it seems timely to share a bit of campus protest history. Besides,
I've had this opportunity on my radar for years...

Pat Hall 2021 Oct. 28 The Record p. 1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/44462/rec/12

Line 3 2021 March 12 The Record p. 1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/44245/rec/4

Black Lives Matter September 18, 2020 The Record p.5
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/44089/rec/9



STRIKE:

Report from the Barricades

In the road a makeshift barricade
of long benches and tree logs had
been set up. The protesters had been
denying entrance to any cars that through: buses from St.
had come up the road. This was on trucks, telephone company
the county road entering the south trucks, workers and faculty in their
end of S1. John's University, near the  cars—all drivers and passengers were
seminary; the students had taken up forced to either turn back or park at
their posts at 6 a.m., and it was now  the blockade and in.

i
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i a "al Was mi
mmmd:uma:m.mn:: the same. Here, however, the crowds
‘This is unlawful, they had instructed,  Of protesters were larger than the r
you are blocking a county road. Ors, numi about 50 in cach
Sheriff Lahr, driving up in his long, Eroup. A snowfence was propped be- e eCO
beautiful Mercury, had even come mmmmihm
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Soon, cars and a school bus pro-  FUEter

...because next Thursday is the 50th anniversary of a protest that affected almost
everybody working or attending classes at St. John's on April 21st, 1972. (Which |
guess is probably nobody in this room, unless John Taylor is here.)

Background Image adapted from: https://www.legion.org/flag/255086/we-want-
hear-your-us-flag-story

1972-04-28, The Record p.1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34797



The War Protest Movement at St. John’s

During the Vietnam Conflict

History Seminar, Spring 1977
Prof. Vincent Tegeder OSB

By Jeffrey Hagen

There is over 50 years’ worth of research and perspective available about the
Vietham war. Some of the history of opposition to the war on our campuses has
been researched; a case in point is this 1977 history paper — which I’'ve put online
with the author’s permission — by Fr. Vincent Tegeder’s student, Jeffrey Hagen, “The
War Protest Movement at St. John’s During the Vietnam Conflict.” (Mr. Hagen was
being historically accurate with his title, probably with input from Fr. Vincent; it
was never declared to be a war, so the correct terminology was “Vietnam Conflict”.
At the risk of dating myself — but who cares, we archivists get more valuable with
age! — as a young librarian, | used this term as an example of the importance of
having the correct subject heading when using the library’s card catalog!)
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/52439/rec/14.xml?_ga=2.22
3673051.197296829.1649506317-1229722005.1514831463



But first, a bit of background. The presence of the military on the SJU campus goes
way back to World War Il and earlier. I’'ve done a couple of history lessons on St.
John’s during the World Wars — you can look them up in Digital Commons. The
photo on the left, from the 1944 Sagatagan yearbook, and the one on the right, ten
years later, show that the presence of soldiers-in-training continued after World
War Il ended.

Image published in the 1944 Sagatagan, p.65; this version is from the SJU Archives,
O:\...\Depts&Programs\ROTC\Army Air Force 1940s\Box1803f5_SJ Army Air Force
Unit During WWIl.jpg

O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Depts&Programs\ROTC\Drill Nov 1954 4-11 1.jpg



In fact, events like the “Military Ball” depicted here (on the left), and the “Pershing
Rifles” banquet ceremony on the right...
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Depts&Programs\ROTC\Military Ball 1954 4-22
4.jpg

O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Depts&Programs\ROTC\Pershing Rifles banquet 4-
18 3.TIF



...were part of the campus milieu as ROTC became a standard fixture—to the point
where, beginning in 1952 and until 1965, every Johnnie freshman and sophomore
was required to take military science courses.
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Depts&Programs\ROTC\Practice Drill 1955 4-8 3.jpg
Enrollment in ROTC was optional starting in fall 1965--shortly after the ROTC
Vitalization Act 1964, but maybe tied to ROTC no longer being a deferment from the
draft.



But the Vietnamese conflict was not “the Great War,” and students began to ask
why they were being drafted to fight a war they saw as unjust, and why a Catholic,
Benedictine institution was providing a base for an ROTC soldier-training program.
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Depts&Programs\ROTC\1967 Protest at ROTC field
day PC06.0259 103.2 v3p82 top.jpg



One of the more well-known anti-war protests was when Vice President (and
Minnesotan) Hubert Humphrey came to dedicate Alcuin Library in 1966.
Alcuin Library Dedication War Protest - SJU Archives - Vivarium (csbsju.edu)

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/251



Students Approach ROTC Academically

For the last (wo years the St
John's Univensity ROTC Depart-
ment has scen both its existence as
an institution and its right to military

dents not following the prescribed
conditions, to engage in the courss
if they enroll as audits. He goes on
to state that the University mudit

dawe and hope for a hearing on the
matter with the Educational Policies
Conmittee in the near future, The
students cite an cxample of how the

review examined on many levels and  policy maintains that students “may  Miktary Science Department was
at varying inensities. This year, not participate in class. discussion placed under the jurisdiction of the
being no exception, ROTC is facing  unless specifically invited to do s0.”  Hislory Department at the University
another challenge, but this time the It ks abo implicit in the University of Minnesota recently and look for a
battle is to be waged on the acadernic  audit procedures that no credits be  similar settlement of the matier here.
front and the tarpets are University  given to students who audit a class. It appears that much investigation
procedures and educational eredibil- Cel. Brummer has told two of the by all parties will have to be done
ity within the Military Science De-  students that he has “disenrolled”  before a final decision can be reached.
partment. them from the course and that they  But the outcome of this controversy
= can only participate in the class if s important in that it challenges the
Da?:.::t;m:;:d‘rr‘h":“z:‘" they audit, The students seem unwill-  present relationship between aca-
Danc pchard Pk, ing to accept Col. Brummer's man-  demics and ROTC.
course of Military Science I The
three students, despite the fact that

e rorensennt | “In the fall of 1970, when all the students returned, the battle over
test whether or not the ROTC run
coures are iy academic. e st | ROTC entered a new phase. ... Three students who were known for
% bpen s 4 susens snes e | their anti-war, anti-ROTC views, enrolled in Military Science I. They

classes are included in the University

e It S 1'% | were Jim Davies, the Record editor, John Thavis, one of the most fluent
the thres, John Thavis, explains the . .
;:*;;ﬂ;g_«w;rgﬂh;,:;mwg: speakers and leaders of the movement at SJU, and Rich Fuchs. Their
13 ler uld - . . .
Beer e e no e | purposes in enrolling in MS | were, “first of all to learn what they were

sity and not just 1 those who hope,

utimaiey, to reeie s comisios | teaching and secondly, to disrupt it as much as they could.” Of course
to be at the basis of a true liberal . . .. .
arts Universty.” they did not advertise their intentions to the ROTC department, but
Col. James ﬂqlmm. chairman . .
g e My Science Dewrimsni. | Col. Brummer clearly knew of their reputations and promptly
subject. Brummer st hat no stu- .
e, ster hom trnmen, may v | ‘disenrolled” two of the three.”
roll in the first of the four Military
Science courses i he does not express
the desire to fulfill the requirements
of the ROTC Department as a whole.
He is willing, however, to allow stu-

Jeffrey Hagen, p. 13

ROTC protests — over the decades — would be a history lesson unto itself, but it does
tie into today’s topic. A name that will be familiar to some of you surfaces with
regard to the ROTC issue in 1970, but not simply by virtue of protesting the war or
ROTC. For the fall 1970 semester, three Johnnies “known for their anti-war, anti-
ROTC views,” enrolled in the Military Science | course “to learn what they were
teaching and to disrupt it as much as they could.” But the policies at that time said
that only freshmen could enroll; others who might want to could only audit the
courses, and those auditing could not participate in class discussion.

1970-09-18 The Record p. 3
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34760/rec/2

Quote from interview with John Thavis. Hagen, Jeffrey. The War Protest Movement at
St. John's During the Vietnam Conflict,
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/52439/rec/14.xml?_ga=2.63
078317.32318027.1649680052-1600373423.1567691860
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Kent State Meets SJU

By Al Simonett
m:pec'n!USGmlingmheld
Oct. 22 to discuss the findings of an

Ohio grand jury which investigated  off.”

the Kent State affair. At the meeting
a motion to have the USG obtain a
vmde permit for a march in St
on Friday, Oct. 23, to protest
Ihe actions of the Ohio lﬁnd JH-I'Y
was defeat Jury i
25 civilians (including some faculty
and students at Kent State) in the
Kent State tragedy and exonerated
the National involved in
the incident., it the USG finally
did was to pass a motion calling for
a steering committee to be organized
which would look into the events
surrounding Kent State and report
hd(w(hnUSGwiihﬂwfmin

feanwhile, from a crowd of ap-
pro'xm 50 observers came shouts
of “Right on! Right on!" in response
to a remark by one spectator that
maybe the governor of Ohio should
be indicted. There seemed 1o be some
disagreement among those present
as to what the exact reason for the
proposed march should be—should
it be to protest the 25 indictments or
to protest the exoneration of the
Natmnal Guard. Sides were drawn.
The issue was clouded still further
when one student said that marches
really don't accomplish anything;
the status quo has to be attacked on
the economic level where it hurts.
‘When the meeting ended and the ob-
servers began to file out, grumblings
could be heard that “nothing™ had

accomplished.

John Thavis, wdng as chairman
of the five-man steering committes,
reported that after the meeting the
USG President told him of his ap-
pointment to chair the
md then named for him four others

ointed to serve on the committee.

they responded in this manner: “I'm
not on a committee.” “No, nobody’s
told me that. . ms:muytmhun
Alked—Aﬂyau awamofycul
appointment?, ore responded, “No,
I'm not.” But, he added, don't print
that. He unnsuted a possible rea-

lia..'l('uh.n T.havis s.lrl that at least one
of the reasons for the establishment
ulaslemngmnmdmem because,

“Really, none of us are in any posi-
tion to judge whether the people in-
dicted are innoceat or guilty. Before
any intelligent protest can take place

the students must examine the evid-
ence that is available. And this has
not been done 5o far.’

‘Thavis, who donated his time pass-
ing out information on Kent State
in the refectory, said that comments
he heard there had sounded some-
thing like, “What a bum deal for the
students.”

‘The steering committes planned
its first meeting for yesterday. Thavis
has already sent an invitation to Eva
Jefferson, student body president at
Northwestern University and a mem-
ber of the Presicential Commission
on Clmpus Unrest, asking her to

speak here State situa-
tion. Th:vxs is still waiting for a re-
opes_that his_committee

What the USG finally
did was to pass a motion calling for
a steering committee to be organized
which would look into the events
surrounding Kent State and report
back to the USG with the facts in
the case,

One of those students was John Thavis, then a sophomore. A month later, an
article in The Record reports that John was appointed to chair a steering committee
to “look into the events surrounding Kent State and report back to the USG [the
Undergrad Student Government] with the facts in the case.”

1970-10-30-0-002
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34651/rec/3
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Peace Action

By John Thavis

The Peace Betom Committee of
St. John’s and St. Ben’s was formed
last year because people in this com-
munity needed an outlet for anti-war
frustrations.

Last week the Peace Action Com-
mittee met in the Alcuin Library.
Members reasoned that since the war
in Indochina is still being fought
with American know-how (soldiers,
bombs, and dollars), they should do
something to stop it.

The first idea came. Why not rent
a billboard in St. Cloud to remind
people that our saturation bombing
of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia is
ripping people’s skulls apart? The
billboard has been rented.

Another though
vote to unseat w4
watchers, The
members of the S
partment, and pl
to register new
areas around thd
spring’s precinct g

Remember about 3 10

be realized by the final tally.
Al ing st Lo

Rlichod T

MARCH ON TH

Student T-C Evaluation Arrives

T80 when your favorite
Shakespeare class was invaded by an official USG
Evaluation Squad? Many wondered at that time whether
any fruits of the computer-card exercise would, or could,

L

By John Tha

‘When segments ol the Pentagon
Papers were published this year, the
discovery of being fooled struck a
nerve in many Americans and helped
reduce our over-trust syndrome that
has given the Indochina War its
greatest support.

Unfortunately, fewer have recog-
nized Vietnamization as the tragic
continuation of clandestine war;
some have again yielded their dollars
and consciences to the powers that
be. Replacing U.S. soldiers with
U.S. bombs—uwhile keeping the body
count efficiently at 2,000 a weck—
has impersonalized our involvement
to a pallative level for these rem-
nants of the silent majority. Our
discreet war effort has been matched
by our bold support of clearly non-
democratic regimes in Vietnam and
Cambodia, But because the streets
have remained clear since last May,

i

Though the hlet’s production

PY

ly rates on
a par with some of the USG’s recent accomplishments,
faculty members have been hesitant with praise. One
prof quietly objected that the surveys were completed
slightly past the midpoint of the semester. Apparently
he thought he had a few more ideas to offer his classes

. Ferapei 2 2 2

APITOL NOV. 6

America’s biggest football fan has
continued to use the fopgy mandate
of silence to wage illegal war.

Nov. 6 will give a voice once more
to the millions of Americans who
have had enough of Nixon's lulla-
bies. The National Peace Action
Committee will coordinate demon-
strations in 12 major U.S. cities, in-
cluding a march cn the Minnesota
State Capitol. The expression of
Nov. 6 will be difficult to ignore, es-
pecially on the local level. It may
force our president 1o stop smiling
for a moment; more importantly, it
may force our legislators to take a
good hard look at current anti-war
legislation.

The Peace Action Committee of
St. John's is now filling buses for
the March on the Capitol. It is hoped
that on our Christian campus, the
response to this immoral war will be
a loud, clear: Qut Now!

John was also a writer for The Record, sometimes on behalf of the Peace

Action Committee. Student activism seemed to be his forte.

1971-10-14 The Record p.1

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34636/rec/4

1971-11-02 The Record p.1

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34763/rec/5

1971-12-13 The Record p.1

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34753/rec/7
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Dolin Thavis

The position of all 11 Abolition
Party candidates for USG offices is
simple. If elected, we pledge to: 1)
move to establish the Activities Al-
locations Board as an autonomous,
five-man, student-elected committee.
Members will not be paid. Its sole
function will be the distribution of
activity funds to campus organiza-
tions; 2) move to abolish the Under-
graduate Student Government; 3) en-
courage all individual dorms to set
up their own governments and to
petition the AAB for funds.

Should any or all Abolition candi-
dates be elected, this pledge will be

our first and only order of business.
Should the abolition motion fail to
pass the USG, all Abohtlon  Tepre-
sentatives will resign

The Record

STUDENT PUBLICATION OF ST. JOHN'S \,Nwinslh'
o Cotngeile, . SUS3T, ebry 141977

Presidential Candidates Sound Oﬂ

Elections, Finally

s

accepting no pay whatsoever. E.leo-
tion of all 11 Abolition Party candi-
dates will greatly increase the
chances of our motion’s success.

A Warning
Dear Editor:

A word of warning: there is a plot
underfoot which, if successful, will
filter its anarchistic virus across this
campus. I'm speaking about the
Abolition Party whose members
make jest of our traditional USG
values and accomplishments, Its
members and supporters have no
right to vote or run in our all-im-
portant election. Let us support our
established USG bulwarks of leader-
ship, who will continue to act as
responsibly with our $43,000 as they
have this year.

John Norton ITL

Best Idea
Dear Editor:

The Abolition Party is the best
idea we’ve heard of since we've been
at St. John's.

—Dick Cronin, Jon Heimerman,

Terrence Farrington

By February, John was running for Student Government president — but in so doing,
he was actually leading a movement to abolish the student government and
encourage students in the dorms to set up their own governments.
1972-02-14-0-001
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34792/rec/8 (on left)
1972-02-14-0-002
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34793/rec/8
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74‘“‘(4 Collegeville, MN. 56321, February 29, 1972

The position of all 11 Abolition
Party candidates for USG offices is
simple. If elected, we pledge to: 1)
move to establish the Activities Al-
locations Board as an autonomous,
five-man, student-elected committee.
Members will not be paid. Its sole
function will be the distribution of
activity funds to campus organiza-
tions; 2) move to abolish the Under-
graduate Student Government; 3) en-
courage all individual dorms to set
up their own governments and to
petition the AAB for funds.

Should any or all Abolition candi-
dates be elected, this pledge will be

our first and only order of business.
Should the abolition motion fail to
pass the USG, all Abolition repre-
sentatives will resign immediately,
accepting no pay whatsoever. Elec-
tion of all 11 Abolition Party candi-
dates will greatly increase the
chances of our motion’s success.

The Abolition Party succeeded in being elected to a majority. Then their
members ultimately resigned, but the remaining members re-constituted
the student government. Thus John’s presidency lasted for all of one
meeting (or rather, part of it). By that April, 50 years ago, John was
leading the student body in another capacity.

1972-02-29 The Record p. 1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34710/rec/2
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U Dats UDAA U e B G ar pata

Almanac for COLLEGEVILLE, MN
April 21, 1972

Daily Data Observed Normal
Max Temperature 53 57
Min Temperature 27 36
Avg Temperature 40.0 46.2

Precipitation 0.72 0.10
Snowfall 38 0.1

The students are back after Easter break. The normal high for April 21 is 57
degrees. But it's April in Minnesota. Some years I'm wearing my sandals by now;

and sometimes, a warmish spring day can suddenly change to blizzard conditions.

In 1972, weather forecasting wasn't nearly as reliable as it is today. Who would
have expected almost four inches of snow? But | suspect the protest planners
didn't give the weather much thought as they hastily put together their plan the
day before.

https://www.weather.gov/wrh/Climate?wfo=mpx
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NG, THE LINES
[sic]

Picture yourself driving to work on a Friday morning. It is snowing - one of those
wet, heavy spring snows - and as you near campus, you see cars parked along the
road and a barrier preventing anyone from driving in - tree logs, benches, and
people are blocking the way. From here, you're going to have to hike to your job.
Chances are you're not wearing snow boots.

1972-04-28, The Record p.1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34797
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In the road a makeshift barricade
of long benches and tree logs had
been set up. The protesters had been
denying entrance to any cars that
had come up the road. This was on
the county road entering the south
end of St. John’s University, near the
seminary; the students had taken up
their posts at 6 a.m., and it was now ™
approaching 12 noon.

The Record

STUDENT PUBLICATION OF ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY
Vol. 85 Collegeville, MN. 56321, April 28, 1972 No.5

A great article in The Record the following week documented the details well.

1972-04-28, The Record p.1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34797
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Map of St. John’s
the two other blockades, one
on the main approach road to the|
abbey near the baseball field and thepsis sa )
other where the county road meets \3
this main entry road at the east endj—;
of Lake Watab,

Palaestra
ot yet built)

Besides blocking the
south entrance, three other barricades
were set up. One group stood near

# | the prep school, where the road from

the highway forms a Y.

Map from
1978

Besides blocking the south entrance by the cemetery, they also blockaded the road
from Flynntown, near Stumpf Lake, and by the Prep School — which, in those days

before 1-94, was the main entrance into campus.

SJU Map, circa 1978, https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/92
Text from https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34797 The

Record April 28, 1972, p. 1

18



(Though taken several years earlier, this aerial photo shows what things looked like
before the Palaestra was built and the road re-aligned by the four-way stop.
1966 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/14295

19



STRIKE:

The Record

STUDENT PUBLICATION OF ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
s

g the War Home

Shut It Down

The Record'’s staff gave the entire first page (of what was then only a four-page
publication) to the event and its rationale.

1972-04-28, The Record p.1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34797
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John’s page-one piece explained it to the community, and counted it as a

Vol. 85 Collegeville, MN. 56321, April 28, 1972 Ne. 5

ROTC: Bringing the War Home

By John Thavis

“‘Because this University supports
the war in Indochina, it should be
shut down, It is time that this insti-
tution’s direct sanction of a clearly
i 1 conflict be il

It might be expected that at St.
John's this statement could easily be
ignored as so much political rhetoric.

But it was not just a handful stand- -

ing at the four campus entrances last
Friday. The blockades stood be-
cause a significant number of indi-
viduals recognized some sort of
guilt that this community bears in its
contributions to the war. That after-
noon, when 15 students hunted to
stop troop trucks leaving for Camp
Ripley, the issue was more clear:
that the sponsorship of the ROTC
program by St. John’s University
directly affects the national war ef-
fort, and that this complicity should
cease.

The week before the strike I visited
some typical on-campus ROTC
functions. The first of these opera-
tions was a map-and-compass drill
held in the woods around Lake
Sagatagan. There were many mo-
ments of kidding and joking through-

out the drill; there was a strong
temptation to treat the whole affair
with a type of camp humor attitude.
These students didn't really seem like
soldiers. They operated out of a *57
Chevy. They joked about going
AWOL in the woods. And there
seemed something laughable about a
military landing on the monastery
beach.

But it didn’t really matter how
many laughs the drill got along the
way. When it was over, each cadet
had at least partially acquired a skill
that is essential to any military oper-
ation. “If they make mistakes, it's
better that they make them now, be-
fore they go on active duty.” So
spoke Captain Hagaman, and as far
as the Army is concerned, he is ab-
solutely correct. The soldiers that
maintain the ROTC program realize,
more than anyone else in this com=
munity, the importance that daily
activities like drills have in the long-
run effectiveness of the entire Army.

The ROTC classroom training,
despite the friendly atmosphere, is no
less serious in its aim. In one class I
attended, students learned how a rifle
squad and a weapons squad operate

in combat. They learned the range
and uses of the M79 grenade Jaunch-
er. They learned how “the defense
lures the enemy into a trap, then
comes down on his head.” They
learned that the mission of infantry
is to destroy the enemy, and reviewed
tactics for that destruction. They
learned how “assault fire is meant to
kill the enemy and beat him down in
his hole.” They learned how 2nd
lieutenants lead a squad into battle.

Without this kind of training in
ROTC programs, the Army could
not function. No one knows this
more than Colonel Brummer, the
head of the St. John’s program. He
pointed out to me that ROTC has
the major officer-producing role in
the Army. Over 50 percent of the
active duty officer requirements come
from ROTC.

Many times ROTC is laughed
away at St. John's, with predictions
that it will simply curl up and die
soon. Other times ROTC is looked
at merely as a symbol of the military,
with claims that St. John’s ROTC
certainly isn’t contributing to the
U.S. Army. Colonel Brummer re-
futed both of these points well. He
told me that underclass ROTC en-

victory: "The blockades stood because a significant number of individuals

recognized some sort of guilt that this community bears in its contributions to the

war."

1972-04-28, The Record p.1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34797
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——Editorial —

Shut It Down

ROTC materiaily contributes to a policy of murder in Indochina. Once
that reality is brought home the bromides about ROTC producing “liberal
officers”” and “academic freedom” seem pallid.

“Liberal” 2nd Li ts, even ing their existence, are bound by
civilian and military policy, not quirks of conscience picked up in Theo 111.
And any cadet will tell you that Generals are made at professional academies
like West Point. '{ professionals reign in the field, our home front leaders
come from nice liberal places like Harvard, but that hasn’t stopped them from
throwing everything short of nukes at Indochina’s population.

As for the righs of ‘‘academic freedom,” it is clear that any organization
aiding the impl of a idal war policy has forfmed its rlght fo
exist on a Christion campus. Rights are not abstracti d out
tionally. (Certainly, few would grant me the right to teach a one credit course
in applied bomb throwing.)

The point is that any right is dependent upon the consequences flowing from
its impl tation, And one q of ROTC includes providing the
lower ethelon officer pool necessary to implement the kill orders of a succes-
sion of civilian war criminals parading as presidents.

Practically speaking there isn’t much we, as members of the St. John’s
community, can do about civilian leaders once elected. It comes down to a
question of what can you do about the war in your own backyard? The least we
can do for the people of Indochina is to shut down the St. John'’s ROTC pro-
gram for good. Il the administration won’t, St. John’s workers, students and
faculty should. Now!
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...and the editors said: “ROTC materially contributes to a policy of murder in

“« u

Indochina...

...it is clear that any organization aiding the implementation of a

genocidal war policy has forfeited its right to exist on a Christian campus.” and
“...what can you do about the war in your own backyard?”

1972-04-28, The Record p.1

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34797
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IPRESIDENT'S REPORT

5L 28 apri1 107

I bave scew bappy s to rporl, On the reccesssdation of L Regents and Executive
Gouerning Board, the Corporstion has suthorized comstrution of Fhase I and II of the
paysical edweation building. Constrecticn should begin in Mey, and I hope this naw
fACLILtY WiL1 bE Oompleted in Time for the ALl semester,

clide in drenk (four busketbull coarts and a track), two clmsroms, five
training roon, wrestling ¥oos, six Randball colTts, Welght ad extroise Fomm, preas box,
saunn room asd men's and wemen’s asd faculty locker rocms.  The bullding will cost
81,438 65 Lo be financed by federal grant and loam subsidy, s fund drive and by moeys
s tindtiedty il Bipupion-do e s

The Corporaticn wleo upproved the comsbrectice of & 31 mun spartment bulldiog. The exset
Pite and plass must Still be spproved. The mal

Dleting the jobi bagpun laxt ysar when the mo-called "third line' and

surw added. The Mury Hll Snack Bar will alan be remodeled this sumer and the gaass soos
e A L T o T
busses which ru= betssen Saint Genedict's and Saist Johm's will be recouted to atop on the
hauh S1de of Wary BATL. W hope shat Shis reweration of the baement of Ary i1 wiil
brovide a focus for student sociwl 1ife on

The raticuale behisd Ehe ural progress is sieple. St Jaha's intends Ls peewid
Ptutants with o wecthl mvivoumsnt had tecrastiadt pecrin thi will soatriMute to the
quality of 11fe bere wiile aly wininally ratuing cts

AT the heart of our educetionsl program is the carriculm and feoulty. I had hoped that
4 would be furtser wlong in the process of Teviewing cur present qurriculus aad Eodify-
ing 1 and adding to it where necsssary. However, nons of the ourrigulus recommendaticns
hoc conmittess have heen approved. Cossidoration of u pilot freshman progras
USENT, & bRt 5. e A e SN i (. s it ng
lailar ta one proposed at the Usiversity af Nisnesats, is ot
Hos commi ttees morking on the progosed mew Mastar of Arés degr

remsons for thin slcw pace. Baste in curriculs revision cas meks for
A 0S¥ acudemic vice-presidest will Save to help implement wiy chasges. It seees
st Neos sl g e Bl A el g
comclusion. In mmmary, it sspears
The one ites which vas reeo:
. "the “istivigatind Anjuy,” WNLeh aces oriticisn: s
1 wcho the concern, however, of & IRCUILY
t to his colleagees, tht we do not put the burdes foF CUFFiCUIE
savipion and inmovAtion on someone else.

One of the moaT important acceeplishessts of the yesr will be the cholee of an nosdemic

e Sonfidene aad trust of the fesilty, Be W) bear fULl resbossibllity Sor tho sademic
budget, faculty curriculus revialos asd il
P e e e e e e e e e
Vilities, Becasme this parmon will esercias tmportant responsibilities, 1 e s
5 i facully will carsfully comsider whom they wish to recoemesd. Incidentally,
. Jubn Kennedy and Mr, Charles Dermaky are the studsnt repressststives. Students who

President Michael Blecker’s next regular weekly report to students, faculty and staff
made no mention of the protest. <ENTER> And the spring alumni magazine had the
long-awaited Palaestra groundbreaking as its cover story.

1972 0428 Pres's Rep to students fac staff Box251f1.pdf



But inside, there was an article about the protest, with a photo that conveyed the
nastiness of the weather, the gathering of students around their leader <ENTER>
and an angry employee taking issue with the blockade.

“A Question of How to Be Heard,” St. John’s Alumni Magazine Spring 1972, p. 8-14.
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5484/rec/41
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Dr. Mike Kopp, professor of history, wos disop
pointed more faculty did not join him as participonts.

John Thavis, junior frem Mankato, helped organize
the blockade.

Dr. Joseph Farry, Chairman of the govermment de- i -

partment, expresses ambivalence, sees the blockede e
a3 @ leaming experience. Tom Schirber, senior doy hop from 5t Cloud, op-
; pases the War but also the blockade.

Dr. Ed Henry, professor of government and new
President of St, Mary's Cellege, South Bend, IN, was
irked by interference with tha institution’s normal
rouline.

Fr. Hilary Thimmesh, OSB, professor of English, an
advocate of nonwiclence, believes the blockade
contained the seeds of viclence.

Entitled “A Question of How to Be Heard,” the article was a transcript of a
discussion that included the leader, John; the chair of the government department;
the former mayor of St. Cloud; a professor who had joined the protest; a student
whose brother-in-law had just died in Vietnam; a professor who drove his truck
through the protesters; and an English professor who later became SJU’s president.
St. John’s Alumni Magazine Spring 1972, p. 8-14.
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5484/rec/41
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" .. the purpose ... could have been
achieved with equal dramatic effect. ..
without obliging the secretaries to

— — . - walk from the flagpole to their offices.”
We're criticizing it for being what it I 3 :

was -- a spontaneous action, . . . How do
students learn to act effectively in the
political realm?”

"l would say ...you probably ended

the day with less support on this campus
than you had at the beginning of the day.
It seems to me that's counterproductive.”

Among the comments at the discussion: Joe Farry, future Dean, asked how best for
students to learn effectively; Ed Henry thought the protest was counterproductive,
and Fr. Hilary thought there could have been a better way of making the point
without the secretaries having to walk all the way across campus to their offices.
St. John’s Alumni Magazine Spring 1972, p. 8-14.
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5484/rec/41
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About the article, John said later that — quote - “Lee Hanley having organized the
discussion...was a really good result. [Lee] knew a good story when he saw one...”
“A Question of How to Be Heard,” St. John’s Alumni Magazine Spring 1972, p. 8-14.
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5484/rec/41
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A QUESTION
OF HOW
TO BE HEARD

Jobe Thesl, Jorior o
a zecnds

“Wary coma oub sed qussticnsd cur
Gl e rikisd AT L COMa 62 with
Dattor way, Wa et e IF hey

wetild hals .4 Jot of them 4z yos”

“...The fact that [he] wanted to do this showed that the issue had reached a point
where you couldn’t ignore it, the institution had to react. And on the one hand,
[while] one effort was to assure alums and donors that SJU wasn’t a radical
institution...it also brought the war question into the mainstream.” End quote.
“A Question of How to Be Heard,” St. John’s Alumni Magazine Spring 1972, p. 8-14.
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5484/rec/41
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kade

of war is bad, 1 am not sure the use

of force—a kind of violence — to
ade,” the insistence that one walk
onto campus, should be judged as

S

a university suggest that our contribru-
tion toward changing society, toward

gs P
g,EH -gfi
palet s

ment and keen insight into the values
force . ...

Hi

activities on the issues at hand?

President Michael Blecker commented in the Alumni Magazine as well, juxtaposing
the violence of the war with the use of force to shut down the campus, and
encouraging, rather, on a university campus, "inquiry and persuasion, which alone
produce a moral commitment worthy of a Christian college."

“A Question of How to Be Heard,” St. John’s Alumni Magazine Spring 1972, p. 8-14.
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5484/rec/41

The President’s message is on p. 14.
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% The Record¥

STUDENT PUBLICATION OF ST. JOHN'S UNWEIS"W

i, Mt Fribes, Septrmber 11, 41

Gl

Commlllee Clalms ROTC Unsuitable at SJU

ROTC report:
Recommendation to b(mr(
bealatiny e 20T president's report/ —t

A little over ten years later, when protests over ROTC again arose, now-President
Hilary Thimmesh appointed a committee which spent the 1983-84 academic year
studying the issue. The “Values Committee on ROTC” concluded that reliance on
military force is contrary to Benedictine and Christian values. But surveys of
students, alumni, faculty, monks and parents favored keeping ROTC. Hilary kept
the program, - quote - "affirming the positive influence that St. John's can exert for
peace," with "intensified emphasis on the ethical and moral responsibilities of
military leadership" ... “dedicated... not only to the common defense, but to justice
and liberty.” End quote.

See discussion in the Sept. 23, 1983 Record — and many other issues in 1983-84.
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/36027/rec/19

ROTC Report: from the May 17, 1984 issue of Community, p. 3 (of that pdf)
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/23599/rec/381
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Thavis '73 Receives 2007
St. Francis de Sales Award

John Thavis '73, Catholic News Service Rome bureau
chief, received the Catholic Press Association’s highest
honor, the St. Francis de Sales Award, during a luncheon at
the Catholic Media Convention in Brooklyn, NY on May 25.
Thavis won the award “for his in-depth knowledge of the
workings of the Vatican and his ability to share that with
fellow journalists and Catholic press readers.” Thavis was
in Minnesota recently presenting “A Johnnie's Inside View
of the Vatican” to alumni and friends gathered in Central

Thavis '73 Gives Inside Look at the
Vatican in New Book

John Thavis *73, recently retired Rome Bureau Chief of the Catholic
News Service, writes on the inner workings of the Holy See in The Vasican
Diaries, A Behind-the-Scenes Look ar the Power, Personalities and Politics at
the Heare of the Catholic Church, released Feb. 21,
The book draws on Thavis’s close to 30 years of experience covering

Vatican City from an insider’s perspective. It is described by Viking,

the publisher, as a “detailed, perceptive and often humorous insider’s

view based on thirty years of first-hand reporting” The book's release is

particularly timely due to Pope Benedict’s retirement and the election of a

new pontiff.

Thomas ]. Reese, S.]., widely recognized expert on the U.S. Catholic
Church ond former editar of domericg calle The 1osican Digy ot

And what of John? He went to Italy, found a job as a journalist, and eventually
became the bureau chief for the Catholic News Service in Rome, travelled with the
popes, and wrote two books about the Vatican. Some of you no doubt recall his
appearances on campus sponsored by the Koch chair, the Benedictine Institute, and
the chair in Critical Thinking.

St. Francis de Sales Award: 2007 Autumn Saint John's Alumni Magazine p. 37,
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/5408/rec/4

Vatican Diaries blurb: 2013-01 SJU Alumni Magazine Winter / Spring p. 36
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/23564/rec/6

Lower right photo: from a 2013 email.
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. Compiled in March 2022
warom resources in the Archives
of Saint John’s University
by Peggy Landwehr Roske,
CSB/SJU Archivist.
All rights reserved.

And those of us lucky enough to have gone on the Benedictine Heritage Tours were
also fortunate to have John give us an orientation to the Vatican and Rome,
something he did for several of the Benedictine Heritage groups.

Background Image: https://www.legion.org/flag/255086/we-want-hear-your-us-flag-
story
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STRIKE:

Report from the Barricades

In the road a makeshift barricade
of long benches and tree logs had

been set up. The protesters had been
denying entrance to any cars that
had come up the road. This was on
the county road entering the south

-,
e e e T e o ;i Compiled in March 2022
the blockade and walk

seminary; the students had taken up
ok bet ol e from resources in the Archives
of Saint John’s University
by Peggy Landwehr Roske,
CSB/SJU Archivist.
Special thanks to John Thavis ‘73.

All rights reserved.

OF ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
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SIS :‘r:"*m % ROTC: Bringing the War Home

Soon, cars and a school bus pro-

Background Image adapted from: https://www.legion.org/flag/255086/we-want-
hear-your-us-flag-story

1972-04-28, The Record p.1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34797
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