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Theater
Department
Milestones
in the

Evolution of
CSB/SIU |
Cooperation

The earliest examples of CSB/SJU cooperation had to do with theater productions.
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This is one of the
earliest images
of a theatrical
performance at
St. John’s. Note
the all-male
cast, and the

“’Garcia
Morenos Tod’
...was played by
members of the

blackface St. Boniface
characters. Literary
(Yes, that’s part Association to
of our history, commemorate
too.) the twenty-fifth
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Quote is from Alexius Hoffmann’s book, Saint John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota: A Sketch of Its History, p. 56 of the pdf, in the section on the 1894-95 academic year.
Image: St Boniface Literary Society Silver Jubilee PC06 0554 ps.jpg




“The St. Boniface
Literary Association was
organized in 1870 by the
German students for
the cultivation of the
German language and
literature. ...In March
1870... [it opened]...a
library of choice
German books.” And
here’s their program for
a 1910 play.
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Eutertainment

given by the

St. Bonifare Literary Soriety

JUNE 5, 1910
St. ]nhn’s‘ Unix‘creit\-‘

“Fupi S tunhrn in Muenchen”

Lustspiel n zwer Aufzuegen

Program
Dmeppe]l Schanzen, March - - - Piefke
7. Orchestra
Der hl. Bonifazins, Apostel der Deutschen - Jos. Hain
Birds and the Brook, Sehottisch - . Stults

II. Orchestra

\L[‘I

Im Westen . - Heiorich Ortmann
Grinhorns Erlebnisse mf 1 sr Wi ]tu1=-1 llung za Phila-
(EI'lLI]:I-iI - . ”.LI]J B'L'I. ]L‘
Prairie, Ouverture - - - Bouillon
7. Urv!u.-lslru
Acr IL
“Stand Pat,” March - - - . - Roberts

7, Orchestra
CasT oF CHARACTERS

Sallustins Schwammerlmeier, Bierbraner in Weichs

|l|l."\.. lIi.li‘-.F-.I.EH_'!JIF'
Xaver, sein Vetter - . = - Aug. Stegmann
Sallnsting Lamplmann Karl Bularzik
Korbinian Sclineefunger ? [T niversitats- Fritz Gans
(Ohristinn Fuchszagel ( studenten Hub. Budig
Kilinn Prigelspitzer s Georg Botzet
Ein Dienstmann . - . Huinrich Luetmer
Ein Polizeidiener - - . . Karl Kapsner

LAA R LR AR AR AR R R R AR AR A AR AR AR AR R AR bR it s il ]
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The cast of
“Zwei Studen
in Muenchen,”

perhaps?

1910
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Aside from the
Exhibition Hall (1872- | , |
1894 and a history e — = = —
lesson for another = : f

. i
day!), this was the ',

first performance
venue at St. John’s.

Nowadays part of it is
still a large room, | ¥ it I ==
though not quite so | Ak ey =i ,//,,,/;// (R
large, that’s on the 3@ PRt .

floor of the Quad, i /. (| JF
above Q264/the LT B 1

Centenary Room.

<1

1906


Presenter
Presentation Notes
LP134.1906.1stAuditorium


i

I’ l' l/ i{fl/ l/// /// // / //// ///////////////////7// ////{{/////// /y//f;
’ﬁ

e

DN
LI \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ A

1l HHHIIIHI’ IHIII IIIIIHII/I J/Illll//////////////////////

AN\ \\\mwu w I

N

Here’s that =
earlystage |7/ 7@ e Q‘E‘m“
again, all - ‘
decked
out...for
something.

A “
- OO

\ i -
‘\I:‘u‘”‘ L difeo b 4 Sl
\ Wy AR
)\ |
%
| {2

*.‘
o

o 3"“;‘ 1
=85 =

- Z

/":—--— —— N
J'ﬁ: ; ‘:-_ m
3 . I.’. '

Y
'S

— '. -



Presenter
Presentation Notes
LP133.1906.1stAuditorium


In the early
days at St.
Ben’s,
performances
took place in

this theater,
on the second
floor of Teresa
Hall, which
doubled as a
classroom.

TR
o
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...and, a few years
later, the College was
established in 1913.
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DEPARTMENT OF EXPRESSION

The aim of this department is to develop beauty, power, and
flexibility of the speaking voice. Pupils will be trained in the read-
ing of short stories, monologues, and the literary formg peculiar to

today, as well as the best of classic literature, prose ang poetry

The regular work of this department is divided intg 1y, parts:

a preparatory and an advanced course. The Preparatory course

covers a period of two years and is so arranged that it may be taken

together with the regular high school course. The advapced course

covers a periud of two years, and 1s open to those who have finished

High School English in addition to the elementary coyrse of this

department.

. __ = T e T
e Vo |" ¥ o I:I' " -'."l'-' ‘qi 5 HF—
5 2 P L R e T

EAST CAMPUS

The method used is based upon the Italian School of Voice and
German Methods, with their deep, elastic breath control, voice-

placing, accent, phrasing and distinct enunciation.

VOICE CULTURE

The course of instruction in singing is thorough and systematic.

The College and Academy’s “Department
of Expression” represented the closest
thing to a Speech or Theater department
at that time.

1916-1917
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SLBENEDICIS

COLLEGE :ACADEMY

9r9-20

R

And a couple of
S years after that, the
Physislogy and Hygiene of the Voice. Preparatory Exercises Depa rtment Of

far Muscular |}|'-f:ni||||-_'_| Placemeni of the % Tire Carrect

Melbod of Breung. Pracice in Word Grouping, Pirae Aces. Expression featured

. and Modulaien, Correciton of Dieferts amd Magaieriams

i ot e e e e | the “Shakespeare
Dramatic Club,”
sl o which gives “literary

Placing. Besponsmveness of Voice to Emotion.  Flexihility. Devel

OpaneEl GOl Siliches L |||i|||=l al F:Irl'e.-:- ol l'l"'lil‘ TuUCh A rr !:, plays and

Flat, apd Masal Tomes. Ear Training Stoey Tellieg.  Istermps . ”
taticn of Seleclicms [rom the Best Literatuge. Laws of Platform entertalnmentSo

Hi"!.r": IR Characterizalion. [H.il'. tive e Herwd o Practical

DEPARTMENT OF EXPRESSION

and oter Shar| Headings. Stedy of Emaiica in [z Efect | e

1'-'r“ll=-‘. l'd Lseature.  Exercise i the o od ?‘i._.]||'. !_. AULRE

THE SHAKESPEARE DRAMATIC CLUB

adds further to the interest of the school by giving literary plays and
entertainments at various times during the scholastic year. Any

advanced student of the Expression class may become a member.

Paintings a=md Statusry
Eomze [V
Duevelopment of Musical and Ezpresive Speaking Tones.
Power of Voice. [ncreasieg Velume. Practice i the use of Tone
]_,|_|-|H||_.|5.g-_ ]'.—r.rﬁ!il.'r ot .'Ep.er-'l'. Inierwiiy al | l;ll-r:-li:lll. Dip- 19 19_1920
|r|n1:'|m|:n| n{ !‘-{nmfnl_um Siudy al Classical Drama with Haberence
5l
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https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/stbm:3574#/image/0?searchText=expression&viewer=OSD_VIEWER
p. 51-52 Dept. of Expression https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/stbm:3574#/image/78?searchText=expression&viewer=OSD_VIEWER
p. 9 Shakespeare Club https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/stbm:3574#/image/20?searchText=expression&viewer=OSD_VIEWER


Meanwhile, at
St. John’s, the
theatrical and
musical arts
make a major
leap forward
with the 1928
construction
of a new
Auditorium...

1928
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...used by
prep and
college
students
alike.
Here’s a
Prep
School
cast from
90+ years
ago. No
females
needed.
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Sagatagan yearbook

rev,

Dominic

History

Keller

In 1934 someone
very important to
Theater and Music
at St. John’s shows
up among the
faculty: Fr. Dominic
Keller, originally as a
history professor.

1934
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1934 Sagatagan yearbook p.17 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/17903/rec/2


NDER the direction of Rev., Dominie Keller, the College Prep students staged
two plays, the first exemplifving the fact that the rah-rah boys are not the

genuine assets ot a colls o and the second that it 1s not so hard to write a

mvstery storv when vou are locked in an abandoned inn in the middle of winter.

By the next year,
he’s directing the
Prep plays.

1935
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That same page in the 1935
yearbook shows that the
college students were putting
on a Morality play...again, no
females required.

Cast of Characters

In order of their appearance

N‘fu'r'.;.f of Chaos ........JuaN OroNozZ Free Wil .....:::.4 Arvin TANDBERG

Epumuxp PioTRowski

Satan ........ArvTHUR PLANTENBERG T ime
Sin .o.ooiiiiiiiines o JosEPH Manx Penitence ........000 Jack JoHANNES

World . cessssssss TJEORGE WELTE Death oo Jauns O'Knzen
Desire ........ . .JAMES FREDERICK

= i Priest csvssssressJ0SEPH KELSO

. e e Flesh ..............GE0RGE Toman r..: : ] x
J | L M~ "\!' 'J‘]{] Ji] Voice of God . .......JaMEs QUIGLEY AR L“'f... ‘“.””NIII_, s
E] -_”ij-\ (J {’j }"h DL r : TLove .........RoserT HoLLENHORST Roman Soldier ...... Vicror Tapaxa
Conscience .........ALLEN ('Briex Pontius Pilate .........ALFRED AzZoO
F Hls r|'-nr'|..||r1 I|I.'-.'I. ||1"|III'1H [ill L i1.‘|.:| 1 r|:1'-:' n I'I'Il HIIII] (1] | 1II[:IrlI tiniyvell Knowledge ...... .Bernarp LuckiNG Death Genn ) Ricaaro McDonoves

oy TINOTY h | : 3 . . : 1( LORD STENGLEIN
AR We r'”“{ ||l'.|| 1”““““12 '|||_|__ I.'|.1| tn th 'r-LHir n of IJ.'!IF.LI:llhr. i) Man ...... cusssss s JAMEE COYNE FAYLORD STEN(

hand strengthened by the grace of God, while on the other weakened by the
deceptive allurements of the World, the Flesh, and Satan, Man battles to reprieve

his lost claims to the |"|T|.ZI|‘~ of Heaven. The powers of evil or |:|i=_'_||1:|.. but God's 1935

infinite love of self-sacrifice is the victor.
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1936

in 1936

1/

“Captain Van Der Hum
This image is a cropping of another photo

Same goes for
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Here’s the
complete
photo in
the
Archives,
showing
the piano
and organ
in the pit.

Captain Van Der Hum ™

A Musical Farce in Two Acts

.";', £ Ra"{;.\ -Herbert

December 15, 1936

1936
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“Father Dominic directing
Johnny Players for the first
time, [is] responsible in large
part for the success...” while
he’s also teaching in the
History department,
moderating the International
Relations Club and directing
the Student Choristers...

In keeping with a time-honored tradition, the Johnny Players gave a Lenten play at the end of the
jn-njl:-ntinl season of 37—without the customary scenes that make the audience experience vicariously the
hiorror of sin and death . . . . This vear a hirrr[}]t‘ |J‘[-i‘_~—-{1f‘|lr:|i|]i__! the lile ol a ||u|3. man—and his uIr'llgg_}lu*H
to achieve sanctity—a relief from the hmn‘_«. and nerve \.\.rmLin'_: moralities . . . . Father Domini directing 1937

Johnny Players for the lirst time—responsible in large part for the success . . . . Ed Fleming in the title

role, as St. Bernard—won |:|e|:ulit.a—-u-:»mmnt voice—line work in character portrayal, especially in exposition
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1937 Sagatagan p. 87  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/42253/rec/4


who desire such assistance,

Elements of Play Production.

Technique of dramatic art. Theory and practice in stage
lighting, make-up, arrangement of scenery. Demonstrations
in costuming and color scheme. Training in stage manage-
ment and direction of plays. Three hours a week of labora-
tory work in the rehearsing of scenes and plays.

Prerequisite: Speech 3.

Quarter credits 4.

Department of Speech

The courses in this department are planned to equip students to teach
public speaking, debate, and dramatics in high schools; to develop in them
poise and ease in appearing before an audience: and to give training to
those seeking purely personal culture. Supplementing the regular courses
of study in play production is the dramatie club, the Ardeleons—(see Clubs
on page 20). Its purpose is to furnish practical training to its members by
the presentation of standard plays to the public.

The department also offers opportunities for speech correction to those

Meanwhile, back at St.
Ben’s, the Department of
Expression was replaced by
the Department of Speech
in the late 1930s. It offers a
course in Play Production.

1938-1939
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 p. 84 Bulletin for the College of St. Benedict 1938-1939, with announcements for 1939-1940, St. Joseph, Minnesota - Minnesota Digital Library (mndigital.org) and p. 86 https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/stbm:2712#/image/89?searchText=speech&viewer=OSD_VIEWER
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Last fall Rev. Dominic Keller, O. S. B., facul-
ty moderator, called a meeting of the outstanding
actors on the campus and together they thrashed out
the organization problem. A small group was select-
ed as a nucleus for the new club. Each of these men
was given definite jobs in connection with lighting,
programs, scenery, etc., over and above a chance to
act in the year’s productions. The arrangements
proved to be eminently suecessful.

Fr. Dominic reorganizes
the Players, on stage
and behind the scenes.

1941
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This year the Johnny Players dramatic club, one
of the most popular extra-curricular activities on the
Johnny campus, enjoys its 60th year of existence. For
the past five years the club has been under the guid-
ance and directorship of Rev. Dominic Keller, O.S.B.,
who took over the task at that time after returning
from a two-year stay in Europe.

The Johnny
Players club
is “one of
the most
popular
extra-
curricular
activities
on the
campus”
under Fr.
Dominic’s
guidance.

1942
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®)

Being single-gendered campuses posed challenges for Theater productions.

Plays on both campuses seem to have been selected to minimize the number of
male performers needed for St. Ben’s productions...

All of these parts are played by the Bennies,
including the Irish “lads.”

1940s
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(That’s Mary Ann Trebtoske in the mustache.)
Left: 1942 Facula, p. 23 of the pdf, https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/7191/rec/4rium 
Lower right: 1948 Facula, p. 67 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/7495/rec/10 (csbsju.edu)


...and to avoid having Johnnies play female roles.

tr“-ﬂhﬂ ——— —— ‘H'b_-_-'"'__ " e
[ R ) L - . [ = /

- ---l--.l - %

in

“Valley Forge” 1939

Likewise, plays at St. John’s were
selected to avoid Johnnies having to play
female roles...at least for the most part.

“The Great Theater
of the World” 1951
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“The Great Theater of the World”: 1951 Sagatagan p. 75 of the pdf, https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/44902/rec/33 “Valley Forge,”1939 Sagatagan, p. 61 of the pdf https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/47815/rec/21


1400+ Years of Benedictine History

were represented in St. Ben’s annual Pageant by an entirely female cast.



Women play
the sailors in
this scene
from a
production of
HMS Pinafore.

It was
decades
before
students from
SJU came to
play the male
roles.

1942
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3 . : __ _ 1 In 1946,
- i classes were
taught within
the English
Department,
and in 1951,
within the
Division of
Languages &
Literature.

“The real achievement of the year, however, came this spring with the staging of HAMLET,
especially re-written for a male cast by Father Dominic. The original five acts and twenty
scenes were rearranged...while the character ERIC was inserted to take many of the lines that
Shakespeare had originally given to the queen.”
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Department of Speech

LOWER DIVISION

1 Bpeech Fundamentals I, Annually
Amummmmmmmm:me
different types of speeches. Constant speaking practice af-
forded through classroom demonstration and Appearances
ManMpmMmmm-m
Mm.mammwammm.mm
ability to deliver a worthwhile message. Basic study of

phonetics,
Semesier credits 2

2 Speech Fondamentals 11 Annually
MMHMnm.mth-
mummm;.mumm
of argumentation and debate; participation in forensic activ-
M:Mﬂmulﬂm-ﬂmﬂmm:mhdm
Eroups of varlous nges. Continued study of phonetics.

FPrerequisiie: Speech 1.
Semesier eredin 3

UPPER DIVISION

12 Interpretative Reading, Annually

Bhldrutthatum]mdmmmhmqmwtﬂm
Hﬂﬂhnﬂiulﬂ'prﬂﬂimntthe!mnfﬂlﬂlmw
mmmmdmmmm:ndm
mmmmwmmmmm Cuiting and
wﬂmmmmmm

Prevequisile: Speech 1, 2.
Semesler crediis 3

33-34 Play Production. Annually

Thamicumdprohlensdshgedirmuonmdpmducﬁon. The
mMudmmmmmmdmmm.

lighting, and make-up, learned class d
o through study and stage

Semester credits 4
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1950 Things start to come together between the campuses.
Separate one-act plays on both campuses were performed together...sort of

(one after the other)

Bard's Gentlemen

Join The Ladies

®Shakespeare, St. John's and
St. Ben’'s will combine forces
Thursday evening in the univer-
sity auditorium for two one-act
plays.

A group of Bennies belonging
to the ‘“‘Ardeleons,’”” St. Ben's
dramatiec group, will present a

comedy, ‘“When Shakespeare’s
‘Tadies Meet,"" directed by Doris
Bogut. ‘‘When Shakespeare's

Gentlemen Get Together,”” fea-
turing freshmen Johnny Players,
will also appear on the same pro-
gram. This latter skit was given
earlier this year during a regular
convocation period.

This Thursday evening presen- “ Gents get together”
tation is the first exchange pro-
gram this year between the two
colleges.

"When Shakespeare’s Ladies and
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Things start to come together between the campuses in 1950. Separate productions of “Shakespeare’s Ladies” (at CSB) and “Shakespeare’s Gents” (at SJU) are performed as two consecutive one-act plays in SJU’s auditorium.

Article: Dec. 7, 1950 The Record p. 1 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30424/rec/1
Image: 1951 Sagatagan, p. 75 of the pdf, https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/44902/rec/33Vivarium (csbsju.edu)
Image: When Shakespeare's Ladies Meet full cast PC06 0015 79.jpg



When
Shakespeare's
Ladies Meet
backstage

(a photo |
include just for
the fun of it)

1950
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VOLUME 64

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1951 o

NUMBER 17

“pLACES. . .ACTION. . MUSIC," and & full rebesrsal of the cast and orchestra for Ouwr Lady's Juggler
concentrates the efforts of the opera’s dozens of participants in the college suditorium as the presenia-

tion dates draw near.

Three Performances Slated
For “Our Lady’s Juggler”

By Bill Benoit
#Performances of the opera Our Lady's Juggler for the
student body will be given next Thursday and Friday,
Nov. 20 and 30, at 8:00 p.m. in the college auditorium. A
public performance, at which admission will be charged, will be
given on Sunday, Dee. 2.

Under the direction of Rev. James Kelly, OBB, the cast of 60, which
inoludes students from 8t John's and the Oollage of 5. Benadlot,
i= now making final preparations for the first opers to appear at
85t Joahn's

Sister Firmin, 0SB, choral di
rector at St. Benedict's, la pre
paring the 5t. Benedlet's choral
¢lub for the opening mixed chorus
angel ohorus
tha angel chorus
will ba Joyce Hirseh., soprano,
and Mary MNoahring, mezzo EO-
pranc. Miss Ruth Allen, director
i the dance at 5t Bapediet's, 18
coaching four Johnnles and four

a modern form, but with sgimilar
simplicity, will be the design ol
the costumesd, the Tundamental
parbh conslsting of tunica of diff
erant styles to denote the various
classes of people in the onat.

The story of the opera goes back
over 500 years the middle
agea, but the opera ltsell was Dot
written until 1902 when It was

and tha
from

Acenes
Sololzte

Into

Bannies for danced ln tha opara
Miss Allen s also assisting Hav.
Dominie 088, who Is In
charge of stage direction.

Kellar,

Settings and costumes for the
production have been dasigned
by Gerald Boonette, s 8t. John's
Art student, under tha 4Qirection
of Rev. Oloud Meinbarg, O5B, and
Mr. Fraink Kaemarcik. The sat-
tings will be unusually simpla, in
the styls of the l4th century In

first produced at Monte Oarlo,
It appeared In New York at the
Manhattan Opers bBouss im 1908,
and again in 1824, but since that
tima it has besn neglected. Tha
St. John's producilon Is the first
in the United States In 256 years.

Opera In Composer's Groatest

Mazsenet considsred Owr Lody's
Juggler to be the greatest of his
works, It is sald te owe Its exist-

Bt he fo th ] SEEar [@

1951:

A mixed
chorus and
one Bennie
with a role
arein an
opera at St.
John’s.

Heading the cast of 60 are
Whallace Tomchek as John the
Juggler, Hugh Bryant as Brother
Boniface, Lavern FHoelscher as the
prior, Matthew Orawiford as the
poet-monk, Dale Tungwitz as the
painter monk, Richard Berg as

the musician monk, and Richard
Carey as the sculptor monk.

Mary Baxter, a student at St.
Benedict's, will portray the statue
of the Blessed Virgin, which comes
to life when John sings and
dances.
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Thor, With Angels

Bennies made their debut with the
Johnny Plavers when the dramatic
crews of the two schools merged tor
the production of the one-act play,
Thor With Angels

The poetry of Christopher bFry
a plot involving the conflict between
the forces of paganism and Chris-
tianity; three Bennies and a number
of old-timers of the local stage: and
a goodly supply of trees and branches
from the local woods—all these were
used in the production of March
|/ and 18

The leading roles were played by
Roger ]{.1:.]_1[ ck Bill Kelsch, and
Jim Meoraveck (veteran actor and
oftentimes the Assistant ito Lhe
Director), and three Hennies, Lud
mila, Padrnos, Lois LaBonne, anc
Marianna Milroy

the two schools
merged for the
production of the
one-act play
‘Thor, With Angels.””

Simon yed by Bill Kelich, reveals hiv jen
toward hrlatlanity n o toast.

a e Another tender scene, o maybe il
o Ji backsage betwesn scanan



Presenter
Presentation Notes
1952 Sagatagan p. 25 of the pdf https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/33858/rec/34.edu)


May 1952: A joint play, Antigone, is
performed as a radio version by the
Ardeleons of CSB & the Johnny Players

Johnnies, Bennies Cooperate
On Radio Version Of ‘Antigone’

®The Aniigone of Sophocles, a
classical Greek tragedy, will be
presented over St. John's-on-
the-Air on May 7. Students from
both 8t. John's and St. Bene-
dict's will take part in the pro-
duction.

Adapted for radio by Daniel
M. White and the St. Genesius
Players Guild of Canada, this
half hour script has all the ear-
marks of a typlcal Greek tragedy,
in particular the large number
o! fatal mishaps which occur
throughout the play. It is the
tale of a king who usurps a throne
and annihilates quite a few
people in doing so. Subsequent
deaths in his family paint the
moral that force is not the means
to the end.

The following students were
chosen for the cast at tryouts
this week:
Announcer.......,.Larry Donlin
Antigone., .....cccuee Janet Geray

B o (R Jim Moraveck
Ismene........ Viviana Schirber
Heamon.............Dave Lewls
BBty . .. covcnnsns Tom O'Meara
Eurydice...... Ludmila Padrnos

Local Demos
Gird For Meet

®Eight St. John's students will
represent the 6th congressional
district at the state convention
of the Young Democrat-Farmer-
Labor organization at Mankato
on May 2, 3, and 4.

The district will get one vote
for each paid member and one
additional vote for every 2,000
popular votes cast in this dis-
trict for President Truman in
the 1948 election.

5t. John's students will serve

on the credentials, rules, consti-,

tution, platform and resolutions,

e O o o o e e

ANTIGONE

...and apparently also performed in St. Joe
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May 1953

The Word Got 'Round

La Boheme is the “first full-length standard-repertory

opera ever presented at St. John’s”

The House Was Fully Packed

By Gary Gross

®La Boheme, the first full-length
standard-repertory opera ever

presented at St. John's, was en-
thusiastically received here last
week at all three performances.
Success of the opening night's
production led to packed houses
at subsequent performances. The

word got round.

Use of the English version by
Grist and Pinkerton, revised by
Father James Kelly, made the
opera completely intelligibile to
appreciative audiences.

An important factor in this
signal success was the amazing-
ly fine quality of the four prin-
cipal voices, those of James
Landwehr, Joyce Hirach, Rich-
ard Berg, and Marilyn Yunkers.

The staging of the opera, under

the direction of Father Dominic
Eeller, O5B, was smooth and
fluid. Particularly fine was the
Latin Quarter street Scene in
the second act. It was an ani-
mated performance.

The chorus groups showed the
efleclts of pood Jdiscipline and
training at the hands of Sister
Firmin and Father Bartholomew,
and Father James, from his po-
sition in the pit, did a marvelous
job of molding the various groups
into a harmonious unit.

Paul Huber and Robert South-
ers collaborated in designing the
gats: they were simple but very
eflective Even the costumes
seemed to fit better than usual.

All in all, the opera proved to
be a great popular success. En-
thusiasm on the campus has not
yet subsided.

»
oy g

-

PACEED HOUSES acclaimed the Johnny-Benny production of
La Boheme, first standard opera to be produced at St. John's. Marilyn
Yunkers' performance in the role of Musetta was one of the high
points in the production.
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November 1953

Bennies & Johnnies taking
the stage together has
now become the norm

Johnnies, Bennies

ReCM Join For Fry lay

. JOENTS UNIVERESTY AND DBGAN DF THE ALLSMM By Tom McocGraw a _-h-.',; aF

- = @ First-nighters ot The Lody's '-""T"r"" Fre's mare |.r:|_.-l..-

flls, Mo, Fridsy, Howemper 13, 793 Momber I7 My For Durmiey  fOmorTow :': plays, acted by a com

d growp ol the Johocy

i i!.__':.:.'-_-'l— and khe Ardelcorz of
E

Blaing t & nl hame of lomw,
dressed Dy the pleagrarighk fi

nday oW
i

i hewgumer la ihe lobsagy
flaxce Willkam Uhighdlm, @
a4l 1o “Ha mala lsed &8 Thognas
EMandlp, & wer-iadied pesdl
mlat, wha Sops Ba quil e
daipiilan of Lving by iha

dgasmimand &f Miyer Flabdla
I'raaf, ddlad BF lammad Noll

Jallls, smpes the
parl af Bepe 7o the das
Eadlp

i Fid Batibng & Riskand

ihe Magnr's clark and Jecgee-

Iyn Ulmee, s

lwads & malher

el By I

Tichooed Dwvige, npd snespged o

=% Humghrey Devize Osss 13 the
i | o role of TRe Dwvisy brechers ace
= B4 Tumnes Malas las and Dava
- s &  Homng g. MErghrak
- mviem, Ena molksr of tha Ewn
- boothary, whe 5 & $ewer-pet
L , dustered sorn of prson, 1= played
."' by Haney Eymes
4 BCENE frean The Lady's Mot For Bwreog, Chracopher Fry'y poetic comady on the thems of witsh Hovnoleg oul He oagl oof 2L
aull. Frodsced smoily by the Jobney Faprsy snd the Andslsoms of 5. Ben's, the play will be piven Soermcter™ wre Gareld Xix wg
e banarmow miwht and Sumdxr the faspido. Wilbsm O'Faloo

mr Foaties Edwasd Teppeccaam
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Here’s a 1954
extravaganza
with a huge cast.

QLS

NN ‘

Die
Fledermaus
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In 1962 St. Ben’s Department of Speech became the
Department of Speech & Drama — offering courses

leading to a minor in it in that year,

and a major in Speech and Drama by 1964...

SPEECH AND DRAMA

Major sequence: Courses 1 or 2, 34, D and Z7 in lower s s 4L,

and twelve credits in upper division

=

Minor sequence: Courses 1 or Z, 27, and an additional ten ecredils.

Students are advised to take courses in related fields of art, music
history, English, philosophy, political science, and home-economics. They are

:rl||||u|'-:| o elect Art 2 and wvoice

:"gll]l:lf"'ll‘."l 'n']',.l wish to :-.:Ll‘j M ch in Minnesola must hold a certilicate

|,.|' l':l-li-.?::'.l'llll.” :|l.|'k"l.! upon e ST letion of a minos shIuenoe: N 11\r'|,'|,|'.

1 Speech Fundamentals 2 CREDITR
TNl |]| & ||||1]| rl'u ng &l bk T E1 Practice i € ":1;.'!-'.-"-"-':"[1 -;'-l'-|!

| b ] !
delivery of wvarious types of speeches, with emphasis on content,

organization, body control, and diction

Speech Fundamentals 2 CcREDITS
Same a3 Speech | Taught second semester

History of the Theatre 2 CREDITS
A survey of theatrical activity from its beginnings until the present.
(Offered simultaneously with History 1-2.)

o Drama Form (English 51) A -
Development of dramatic form in comed Sister Colman O’Connell, M.F.A.
fantasy from Creeks to modems B.A. Collegze of Saint Benedict, 1950:

College of Saint Benedict, 19564—

O
=
E
=
-
[l
4
an
O]
@
'!
=
E
»
-
e
O

Gl - 4001 WIOSINNIW

Speech and Drama
hiF.r‘.. {‘ﬂt]:lllir !r."l:"n('._‘-:tj r,f .'Ikr'l'lf": ir:'._

BEHLLETIN

1954

1964-66
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~...an addition no doubt directly L"‘ ‘ . . "‘

related to the completion, in 1964,
of the stunning performance
venue, the Benedicta Arts Center.

.- .
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= 350 SEAT FOPUM \lﬂ]
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COMMUNICATION AND THEATRE
4t John’s University: Dr. , Rev, Domunic Keller, Rev.
DEPARTMENT | %lsznﬁur%;;ﬁfﬁ. g:éu;f E};ﬁ:ﬁl TE:: College of it Peoe:
: Sister Colman O’Connell, Mr. Donald Mullin
E;’;%g I\I_?gIE\Ij}\CT% ; The Interinstitutional Department of Communication and Theatre
[

ifers the student an opportunity to develop in the practical and
ssthetic areas of communication through the media of public ad-
\ress, theatre, broadcasting, journalism, and mass communication.
imajor is available in public address, teaching, or theatre.

A combination of academic courses and co-curricular activities
movide the student with a variety of education experiences. Active
iseurricular programs are available in forensics, theatre, radio, and
furnalism.

Inter-institutional Curriculum of the College of Saint Benedict and 5t. John's University. CSB/S_[U Catalog

MAJOR SEQUENCE: Thirty credits. Courses to be determined by departmental chairman
at individual institutions to meet the student’s needs, aptitudes, and interests.

MINOR SEQUENCE: Eighteen credits. Courses to be determined by departmental chairman
at individual institutions to meet the student’s needs, aptitudes, and interests. CSB Catalog 1966-68
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COMMUNICA
AND THEATRE

Inter-institutional Curriculum of the College

COMMUNICATION AND THEATRE

DEPARTMENT |

John's University: Dr. James Jaksa, Rev. Dominic Keller, Rev.
Daniel Durken, Rev. Alcuin Siebenand; The College of Saint Bene-
fict: Sister Colman O’Connell, Mr. Donald Mullin

The Interinstitutional Department of Communication and Theatre
offers the student an opportunity to develop in the practical and
usthetic areas of communication through the media of public ad-
Iress, theatre, broadcasting, journalism, and mass communication.
imajor is available in public address, teaching, or theatre.

A combination of academic courses and co-curricular activities
movide the student with a variety of education experiences. Active
iflturrliFular programs are available in forensics, theatre, radio, and
urnalism.

of Saint Benedict and St. John's University.

MAJOR SEQUENCE: Thirty credits. Courses to be determined by departmental chairman
at individual institutions to meet the student’s needs, aptitudes, and interests.

MINOR SEQUENCE: Eighteen credits. Courses to be determined by departmental chairman CSB Catalog 1966-68

at individual institutions to meet the student’s needs, aptitudes, and interests.
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1966: Communication and Theatre requires students to be “joint”

It is the first
DEPARTMENT OF B +F d:;j“:fnf::‘t
COMMUNICATION [SRSSEREN N | rauiing thti

majors take

AN D T H EAT RE = | courses at both

campuses.

There was still a

department

chair on each
Inter-institutional Curriculum of the College of Saint Benedict and 5t. John's University. campus until
MAJOR SEQUENCE: Thirty credits. Courses to be determined by departmental chairman 1970...

at individual institutions to meet the student’s needs, aptitudes, and interests.

MINOR SEQUENCE: Eighteen credits. Courses to be determined by departmental chairman
at individual institutions to meet the student’s needs, aptitudes, and interests.
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1966: Communication and Theatre requires students to be “joint”

...when there is
one chair and,

DEPARTMENT OF |, N ampus, an
C O M M U N ICAT IO N _ {8 ”assoS:i’ate
AND THEATRE L TV | chair
e = S 1970 is also the

year when Fr.
Dominic’s name

no longer
appears among
Inter<institutional Curriculum of the College of Saint Benedict and 5t. John's University. the theater
MAJOR SEQUENCE: Thirty credits. Courses to be determined by departmental chairman faculty. (He was
at individual institutions to meet the student’s needs, aptitudes, and interests. 68 by then.)

MINOR SEQUENCE: Eighteen credits. Courses to be determined by departmental chairman
at individual institutions to meet the student’s needs, aptitudes, and interests.
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DOWH IN THE VALLEY
down in the arena
March 13, 14, & 15 at 8 o'elock

We seem to have experienced our
first SJU/CSE riot. At least, one of the
Jehnies was maced, zo it must have been a
riot at the basketball game last week.
How we are im the big leagues along with
all cthose other great schools, like Ber-—
keley, who have students rioting for good
causes.

The tryouts for ALICE IN WONDER-
LAND were great. Seldom have I seen so
many actors with potential auvdition. It
bodes well of the production. Some of the
teyout skits were as funny as the play will
be.

If you would like to participate
in ALICE, it is not too late. For you pes—
ple who like to sew or to do carpentry and
would like to know how your skills are a-
dapted te theatre, come see or call Cordon
Vogel, ALICE's director. We would be glad
to have you join our company of childrens'
theatre producers.

LORENZO THE MONSTER is fast be-
coming one of the most contemporary pieces
of theatre ever to be produced in a Minne-
sota college. It is almost pure dramatic
experimentation: a rock band on stage,
poses instead of props, associational slides
on two screens, and many other novel feat-
ures. Combined, they make one of the most
powerful events ever to be done at Theatre
St. Ben's. The message and the methed mark
the show as a rare drama, one which one
wouldn't expect west of New York.

LORENZO is the first play this
year to have its lights designed by a stu-
dent, John Theisen. Having students partic-
ipate more and more in the planning stages
of a show, and not just in the acting areas,
is indicative of the strides which Theatre
5t. Ben's is taking toward making theatre a
more useful, practicable, and complete ex—
perience for students. Maggie McKeown and
Jon Prince are assisting Theisen in working

out the lighting problems posed by a largely
experimental production like LORENZO.

Other student-produced segments of
the show are the slides which [our Johnies,
Tom Bsmbenek, Mike Horstman, John Siebenand,
and Ron Fesler, see as a way of involving
the audience more intimately with the prob-
lems dealt with in the play.

Two of cour Instructers, Terry Stoner
and Marie Winckler, appeared prominently in
a dance program last Feilday and Saturday at
the Guild of Performing Arts in Minneapolis.
Terry and Marie teach dance to CSE/SJU stu-
dents each week at the Arts Center. ' They
have increased finterest in dance on the two
campuses because of their fine abilities
as well as their wonderful persenalities
which enable them to teach students who
have never thought of dancing before. Once
a person gets involved in dance, he finds
it fascinating.

PAUL WINTER CONTEMPORARY CONSORT
Marech 14, 1963 8 o'eloek
A proup of superb musicians with a program
of classical, folk, and jazz pieces. They
have played at the White House at President—
ial request.

GLEN TETLEY DANCE TROUPE

March 18, 1969 8 o'clock
Extraordinarily talented dance group. Truly
modern concept of dance.

Both shows are in the BAC Auditorium.

CONGRATULATIORNS
TO:" J, Albee, C. Bates, B. Garsghi, M.
Henderson, M. Holman, L. Eostrabala, B.
Malcolm, M. McKeown, J. Messenger, L. Mohs,
C. Moore, L. Olson, B. Plate, J. Prince,
W. Richtman, R. Sickmann, S. Sonstegard,
B. Studer, J. Theisen, R. Wenner, L. Wey-—
dert, T. Williams, and J. Wollmering.

think SPRING flowers, daisies, marigolds, petugias, poppies, lilacs, carnations, roses, hi ho.
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DEPARTRENT OF COMMUNICATION AND THEATRE SAINT JOSEPH §‘
4
]

MINNESOTA 5637

A e Another three years later:
f ek ot BAC [add the Sju Aud.) for an educational purpose This one might be d jOint

In an a
vithin the performing uctura, to aquire more hours coverage from the same
amount of money, and to hopefully render better serv 5 to the institutions,

° °
a feeder program has begqun. In the first 18 months of this program, it has been Ubllcatlon or ma be notl
:fined several times and each change has meant an improvement. When the eeo L]

redefin

technigdan left the BAC-in the summer of 1969, the salary which wits
approved frosthe forthocoming year was split inta three full tuition scholarships
for three then S5JU interested students. It was our hope then that some of the
money could even ba recovered from and through the OED program or work
contracts for tH
potential techn
and have shown
The first year
year. It did p
in charge of th
provide Teadersd
Wext years lead

and interested T e e

and the CSB stug e e R e i il SAINT JOSEPH
el e ] DEPAARTRIENT OF COMMUMNICATION MDD THEATRE !
use_potential m ; a : MINNESOTA 56374

a plan to inclu
As originalor ar
on my shoulders
program as I fu

far outweigh th Feb, 3 . 1972

it justifies ha

1

Cost: One student stage manager: Tuition plus 100 per month.
Two studnet technical assistants: tuition only
Three or more work contracts (freshman
This years actural cost: Stage manager: 1700+5%00= 2600
Tech. Assits: 1700= 3400
Work contracts: normal
G000
This years expanse is really below this figure as both Jan lathen and Jim Sheele
have 330 and 500 dollar work awards and free
contracts. Also with the increased need to j
we have used more studrdgts and I hppe expanded 1 [ J E EPAFRTEEI 5T f - 3 = UMNIVERSITY

It is egsentail to this program that a “feede
and carried through. There would then be no
(Corbett) reverts to stage manager.

5Ju: One Stage marager student position: Work Contract

+

Two assista ! Work Contract ;
fAvailability of tech assistants pool at CSB I 9 7 !

A COMBINED DEPARTEIENT. WiTH SALRT JOHN'E UNIVMERSITY
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Should Communication and Theatre become two separate departments?

A. Eifferanues between the two major areas of study sugpest that division is
egical.

1. To some extent, the Faculty of the two areas operate independently,
controlling budget, co-curricular activities, and many of the decisions
concerning course offerings and teachinz assiznments.

2, Students in the two areas of study appear to be of gquite different types--
communication attracts those who intend to use their skills in pursuit
of career goals in business, law, and public relations, while theatre
draws those interested in pursulng careers in the performing aris.

3. Beyond the freshman-sophomore level, the two areas of study have little
gommon subject matier.

There are both scademie and economie reasons for retaining the combined
department.
1. Academic overlap requires that the two faculties work in cooperation.

a. 3peech education majors, according to Minnesota State Law, must have
training in both theatre and publie address in order to be certified.

b. Students in both specializations need common core courses in funda-
mentals of oral communic”ation, communicatisn process, ahd oral interpre-
tation. Interaction of students and faculty from both areas in these
courses provides walusble balance of perspectives.

¢. Because the curremt faculty have training and experience in both areas
of specialization, they provide valuable discussion of matters per-
taining to both areas.

Economy of money and effort is gained by working in combinatlon.

a. Duties of department chairmen--such as reports and representation to
administration--can be fulfilled by one chairman with the cooperation
of an associate chalrman.

b. Core courses can be taught most efficiently by drawing on the staff of
both specializations, ensuring the avalilability to students of both
core and upper diwision course offerings.

Conditions which have necessitated the division of communication and

theatre at other schools do not prevail at SJU-CSH.

a. Because budpets are not combined, there is not the problem of over=
financing ons area at the oxponso of the ether.

b. The staff is not =0 large and so specialized that faculty members
have no interest 4in or capacity for discussing matters outside their
erea of spseialization.

¢. The staff respsct and value the interaction of ideas and perspectives
which oeccurs as they conduct department business.

by Earen Garvin
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Colman was 46 in 1973.
1973-74 Combined Catalog, p. 118-119. https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/14854/rec/18
Colman photo from O:\Archives\csbarchives\President's Office\President Colman O'Connell, 1986-1996\nd 005.jpg
 


€« C' G https://www.csbsju.edu/theater/productions

s Apps ﬂ User Logout E]a ﬂ C5B/SIU

> The Man Who Came to Dinner- F '52

€« C' G https://www.csbsju.edu/theater/productions

i Apps ﬂ User Logout E]E 9 CSB/SIU

Student Resources

Frequently Asked Questions

COLLEGE OF

Saint Benedict + Saint John's

UMIVERSITY

COVID-19 Resources and Fall 2021 Information

encourage, and find out what's happening

It’s a work in
progress in
association with
the Theater

’
Photograph 51 by Anna Ziegler Department’s

Directed by Sean Dooley Kaarin Johnston.
Colman Theater, College of Saint Benedict, oo 20

2019-20

The Lesson and The Bald Soprano by Euge
Directed by Kaarin Johnston
Colman Theater, College of Saint Benedict,

The Secret Worlds of Women by CSB Students
Directed by Kaarin Johnston

Gorecki Family Theater, College of Saint Benedict, November 2019

> Antigone - -

> Peter Pan - F'52

> Everyman - Sp '52

> Antigone (Anouilh) - Sp'52
> Christmas on the Village Square - F '51
> As You Like It - Sp '51

> Shakespearean One Acts - 1050

> Alice in Wonderland - ?

> The Boy with the Cart- ?

> Playboy of the Western World - ?

> Pygmalion- Sp '42
» Letters to Lucerne- Sp '42

CSB/SJU Theat 2 -
2 s Theater Department Th . tial > Much Ado About Nothing - ?
© Mission and Learning Goals erels a partia » 1950s Miscellaneous
Home / CSB/SJU Theater / Past Productions list on the CSB
© 2021-2022 Season . 1940s
Archives
© Theater Curriculum : . > The Young and the Fair - F'
Past Productions website of past The Young and the Fair - F 49
© Faculty and Staff > The Miser - 5p’49
} . B Theater > Twelfth Night - Sp '48
© Past Productions Catch a glimpse of some of the plays we've productions. > Our Town - Sp '46
©
©

> The Tidings Brought to Mary - F '41
> The Heiress - 7

o

> Miscellaneous Programs
1920s and 1930s

> Pletures
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Theater Productions at CSB, 1920s-



Theater at St. Ben’s M ! IeStO nes Theater at St. John’s

1916 Department of Expression 1940 Public Speaking classes offered

1938 Department of Speech 1945 Public Speaking, Dominic Keller

1962 Department of Speech & Drama —a minor 1946 Speech classes within the English Dept.

1964 Dept. of Speech & Drama — a major; BAC built 1951 Speech classes within Div. of Lang & Lit

1966 Department of Communication & Theater 1966 Department of Communication & Theatre

1970 One chair, one associate chair 1970 One chair, one associate chair, no Fr. Dominic
1973 Theater Dept., including Modern Dance: 1973 Speech Communication is a separate dept & major

1984 SJU’s Auditorium is renovated into:

ance for the layman satisfies the

hysical education requirements. A
ecial program in modern dance,
» Professional Dance Studio, is

N .

o,

he Stephen B. H.ump_hr'_ey TheateF

5
l?fered under the auspices of the

theater department. See descrip-
iion below.

Compiled in October 2021
from resources in the archives of the
College of Saint Benedict,
Saint John’s University, and
Saint Benedict’s Monastery
by Peggy Landwehr Roske, CSB/SJU Archivist.
All rights reserved.
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1966-68 SJU Bulletin p.35  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/14900/rec/96
1974-75 combined Catalog p.117, https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/14571/rec/105
Theater image Summer 1985 SJU Alum Magazine, p.1 (p. 3 of the pdf) https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/9162/rec/228?_ga=2.116041411.432391917.1633964698-1600373423.1567691860
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