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“Lost” Saint John’s
Part 1

Presenter
Presentation Notes
--Are you acquainted with the various PBS “Lost” specials?  “Lost Minneapolis”?  “Lost St. Paul”?  “Lost Duluth”?
--I was originally planning to talk about this topic at the September (2021) Assembly, when Russell Klein was addressing you about Physical Plant doings.  But my lesson was postponed so we could all get enrollment updates. 
--But once I got started on this…well, there’s a lot to share.  There are lots of things on the St. John’s campus that are “lost” – and not just buildings.  But I thought I’d start with buildings, so I made a list.  
--My list of “lost” buildings has 24 of them listed.  Here, in Part 1, I’m only covering four of them.



St. Cloud Priory, 1856, the first structure built by the monks on the Mississippi River, 
drawn by Henry Emmel, one of the first students.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First up: the St. Cloud Priory.  
Stearns County was only in its second year of existence, and St. Cloud was only a village.
St. Cloud Priory, 1856, sketched by Henry Emmel; St. John’s Abbey Archives (SJAA)






“At that time there lived on two claims near the river and south of St. Cloud two brothers, 
Louis & Wilhelm Rothkopp, both single and well advanced in years… 

They had made an offer of their claims (320 acres) to the Fathers, who, …in turn, were 
required to support the brothers for the rest of their days.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wilhelm Rothkopf died in 1859 in St. Cloud.  Louis Rothkopf died in 1890 and is buried at St. John’s. Parish Cemetery South Side row 5 space 10
Text from Hoffmann’s Minnesota: A Sketch of Its History, chapter 1 https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook/hoffmannchapter1 
St. Cloud Priory, 1856, sketched by Henry Emmel; St. John’s Abbey Archives (SJAA)




“Without delay the Fathers proceeded to establish a monastery on one of the claims: a 
humble makeshift of a monastery [which] consisted of a log hut, destitute of comfort 
and furniture; a small frame addition, to serve as a kitchen; [and] a small stable for the 
two horses and the cow, which constituted the entire livestock of the community.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
St. Cloud Priory, 1856, sketched by Henry Emmel; St. John’s Abbey Archives (SJAA)
Text from Hoffmann’s Minnesota: A Sketch of Its History, chapter 1, 
https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook/hoffmannchapter1 






“Think of the primitive log building about 12x20, then to this an additional structure about 
14x20, in height one story and an attic… The whole building contained, besides kitchen and 
studio, three small rooms, one for the Prior, one for the professor and the third for an 
occasional guest…”

“Brother Benno enclosed the space between 
the two log cabins for use as a chapel.“ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[More on Br. Benno to come.] 
St. Cloud Priory, 1856, sketched by Henry Emmel; St. John’s Abbey Archives.
Top text from Hoffmann’s Minnesota: A Sketch of Its History, chapter 1, “From the pen of one of the students” 
https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook/hoffmannchapter1
Bottom text from Scriptorium June 1956 p. 5 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26120/rec/3







“Fr. Cornelius Wittmann was the first [and only] professor. He was still in the twenties, 
nimble of foot, bright in mind, pleasant in company; the children and the young folks were 
especially fond of him: he was a zealous and amiable gentleman.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fr. Cornelius passed away on Sept. 22, 1921 – 100 years ago this fall.
St. Cloud Priory, 1856, sketched by Henry Emmel; St. John’s Abbey Archives.
Text from Hoffmann’s Minnesota: A Sketch of Its History, chapter 1, “From the pen of one of the students.” 
https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook/hoffmannchapter1
Wittmann photo from the Ascheman collection, LP096, SJU Archives.  






Rothkopf claims

The Rothkopf claims were in 
sections 23 and 24 of the 

township, as seen on this plat 
map from the Land Office.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plat Map of Rothkopf Claim from Land Office



Rothkopf claims

With the help of Google Maps, 
over 160 years later, we can 

place it on the south end of St. 
Cloud State University, from 
the Mississippi River over to 
Clearwater Road in south St. 

Cloud.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plat Map of Rothkopf Claim from Land Office 
St Cloud area map from Google maps, retrieved 11/13/2021



Zooming in on 
the plat map, 

you can see the 
handwritten 
names of the 

claimants, 
Wilhelm (aka 
William) and 

Louis Rothkopf.

Wilhelm Roth-
kopf

Louis 
R

othkopf

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plat Map of Rothkopf Claim from Land Office; Google Earth view retrieved 2015 11 07



Using 
Google 
again, 

here’s a 
close-up of 
it in today’s 

context.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plat Map of Rothkopf Claim from Land Office; Google Earth view retrieved 2015 11 07



Wilhelm’s 
piece was 

the 
northerly 

one, 
including, 
today, the 
parking lot 

for the 
Beaver 

Island Trail.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plat Map of Rothkopf Claim from Land Office; Google Earth view retrieved 2015 11 07



The monks 
had this 
portion 

platted and 
planned to 
sell the lots 
to support 
their work.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plat Map (2) of Claim; Google Earth view retrieved 2015 11 07



St. John’s Street

College Street

Boniface Street

Bavaria Street

The proposed 
street names 
would have 

reflected their 
heritage: 

Boniface Street, 
and College, St. 

John’s and 
Bavaria Streets.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plat Map (2) of Claim; Google Earth view retrieved 2015 11 07



Today’s 
Beaver 

Island Trail 
features an 
historical 

plaque 
relating this 
history, and 
the land’s 

connection 
to St. John’s.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo by the archivist, 2015



The cross marks 
the spot…as far 

as we know.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plat Map of Rothkopf Claim from Land Office; Google Earth view retrieved 2015 11 07
Plaque photo by the archivist, 2015




But it was not 
to be their 
permanent 
home.  The 
claims were 

disputed, and 
when the 
Rothkopf 

claims were 
lost, the monks 
headed west to 
“Indianbush.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Plat Map of Rothkopf Claim from Land Office; Google Earth view retrieved 2015 11 07
Plaque photo by the archivist, 2015




Luckily, back in 1856-57, Bruno Riess had already begun to hunt for another place, 
and monks were laying claim to 160-acre parcels west of Saint Cloud in the so-called 
“Indianbush”:

Like Benedictines everywhere, seeking to live sustainably, they sought 
three things: 

• Water
• Trees for fuel and building
• Farm land

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Worship & Work, p. 45  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/10963
The reference to spring is spring 1857.
See also 1866 Move from “Indianbush” to “Saint Louis Lake” (Lake Sagatagan) [2016]



So when the Rothkopf claims were lost, “…operations were resumed in the heart of the 
Indian Bush, a short distance from [the future site of] the Collegeville train station.” 

[That is, by today’s Wobegon Trail, north of I-94].

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook/hoffmannchapter1
Sketch by Alexius Hoffmann in the SJU Archives.



A claim house had been built there five years before. Alexius Hoffmann – Abbey Chronicler and artist 
of this sketch – described it as too small for the community.  So “a more pretentious frame building, 
[with] a neat little chapel had been built. A fair piece of land had been placed under cultivation [and] 
there was water and fuel nearby…” This was the new home of the community. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Text from https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook/hoffmannchapter1
Sketch by Alexius Hoffmann in the SJU Archives.



(Hopefully, Abbey Woodworking’s upcoming establishment of an organ-building shop will not involve defective chimneys!)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Worship & Work, p. 83,  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11009
Text inset from typed document by Alexius Hoffmann in SJAA, on legal paper (SJUA digital filename “Page 1 top from 1866 Legal Length Document by Hoffmann”) 
Images: St. Cloud Priory, 1856, sketched by Henry Emmel; St. John’s Abbey Archives (SJAA)



…It wasn’t long before the monks realized the “worth and advantage” 
of moving to the shore of the beautiful lake to the south.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Worship & Work, p. 45  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/10963
Photo O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\CAMPUS SITES\Lakes\Sag from ObservHill 1886 W&W p.70g.jpg



…

Worship & Work p.45

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Worship & Work, p. 45  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/10963
Photo cropped from O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\CAMPUS SITES\Lakes\Sagatagan scenes\2010 Oct by plr\IMG_7953.jpg



So, for the first time, and certainly 
not the last, they moved a building. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sketch by Alexius Hoffmann in the SJU Archives.




The Frame House was taken apart and reassembled 
overlooking the lake. The chapel… [was] used for 
public services until the erection of the new Abbey 
Church” which we know as The Great Hall.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It was described in the December 1953 issue of Scriptorium as being “approximately 60 feet in length (north and south), with the chapel of twenty feet projecting eastward. 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/3614/rec/2
Sketch by Alexius Hoffmann in the SJU Archives.
Photo O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Frame House\SJAA Frame House photo and description.pdf




Here’s a rather ghostly old photo of 
the Frame House (perhaps a reject 
from Peter Engel’s photo studio? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After some puzzling, I determined that the photo must have been printed in reverse, so I “flipped” the scan – hence the backwards handwriting.
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Frame House\SJAA Frame House 1866-86 flipped



“The transplanted frame house…[contained] the chapel, Brothers' 
quarters, three private rooms, and the carpenter and tailor shops.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Text from Worship & Work, p. 83  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11009
Image: O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Frame House\SJAA Old Stone and Frame Houses from west.jpg



Here’s yet another wonderful old 
photo, this time of the east side, 

showing the Chapel. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Frame House\SJAA Old Stone and Frame Houses from west.jpg
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Frame House\SJAA Frame House from SE with vegetation.jpg




This photo was used in a December 1924 issue of The Record 
and accompanied an informative article about the building.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
"Antiques: The Frame House," The Record, December 11, 1924, p. 4.
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Frame House\SJAA Old Stone and Frame Houses from west.jpg
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Frame House\SJAA Frame House from SE with vegetation.jpg




Here’s an early sketch of the first two 
buildings on campus, as seen from the lake.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Stone House




That Record article noted that, “in the rear of the chapel was a platform 
about 12 ft. square, for the singers, and in a corner was a braying, 

squeaking reed organ, made in Paris, and pitifully unreliable...yet it did 
serve, and even stood in the organ loft of the new church for some years.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Sources don’t say whether this organ was made by same craftsman who was burned out of the old Priory building by the Mississippi!)
From "Antiques: The Frame House," The Record, December 11, 1924, p. 4.
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Stone House
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Frame House\SJAA Frame House from SE with vegetation.jpg




Next up: the Old Stone House. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Stone House
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Frame House\SJAA Frame House from SE with vegetation.jpg
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Stone House\Old Stone House from SJAA.tif



“The 'Old Stone House' was 
46x50 feet, with basement, 
two levels and attic. Facing 
east, and two hundred feet 
from the lake, this Old Stone 
House was a frontier 
adaptation of the simple 
colonial stone houses and 
Pennsylvania Dutch gabled 
structures which the 
Minnesota monks had known 
around St. Vincent in the 
foothills of the Alleghenies.” 

Worship & Work, p. 83 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“The 'Old Stone House' was 46x50 feet, with a basement, two levels and an attic. Facing east, and two hundred feet from the lake, this Old Stone House was a frontier adaptation of the simple colonial stone houses and Pennsylvania Dutch gabled structures which the Minnesota monks had known around St. Vincent in the foothills of the Alleghenies. Although the building was unadorned, its severe austerity was functional and blended with the natural surroundings of frontier life.” 
Worship & Work, p. 83  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11009
 O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Stone House\Old Stone House from SJAA.tif



“The basement was used for 
a kitchen and dining rooms; 
the first floor was divided 
into study halls and 
classrooms; on the second 
floor the monks had their 
rooms, and the attic was 
used as a dormitory.”

Scriptorium Dec. 1953, p. 71

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Scriptorium Dec. 1953 p. 71 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/3613/rec/2
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Stone House\Old Stone House from SJAA.tif



“Father Valentine painted a picturesque 
sundial with baroque corona in bright 

Bavarian colors on the south wall. It 
soon became a favorite target for 

stones…by students.”

Worship & Work, p. 83 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Interestingly, Valentine Stimmler was born in Minnesota, not Bavaria.) – as noted by Alexius Hoffmann, p 15.
Worship & Work, p. 83  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11009
 O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Stone House\Old Stone House from SJAA.tif




ca. 1884

ca. 1884

Years later, from 1884-1896, the Old Stone House was the site of the 
Indian Industrial School, recognized today as the Abbey’s ill-advised 

attempt to bring Christianity and vocational education to the 
indigenous children, in part by suppressing their culture and practices, 

all with the sponsorship and remuneration of the U.S. government.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SEE Indian Industrial School at Saint John's, 1884-1896 
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Stone House\Old Stone House from SJAA.tif
Gallery Photo: O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Indian Industrial School\Indian Industrial School 004.jpg
Catalog page: O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Digital Archives\Abbey documents scanned 2016\Industrial School\Schools for the Chippewa Indians.pdf, p. 2





“On the ridge of the roof was an 
open stylized turret in which 
Brother Benno's bell was hung. 
This bell, a gift from relatives in 
Germany, had arrived at the St. 
Cloud Priory in 1857.”

It was the first bell in Stearns 
County.

“It accompanied the community in 
all its wanderings, and now 
announced, in the key of C, the 
hours of [prayer] and the school 
schedule.” 

Worship & Work, p. 83 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Worship & Work, p. 83  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11009
Another account, from Alexius Hoffmann’s , p. 16:  “The attic was an open turret in which hung the college bell – that sweet-voiced bell which pealed for matin song from a small belfry near the Mississippi in 1857 and accompanied the community in all its wanderings. And today fifty years after its arrival, its voice is as clear as it was then; and it hangs in the northwest turret of the college buildings, still doing service as a college bell. The jubilee class will most assuredly not forget to decorate the good old bell with a wreath of water lilies.” 
https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook/hoffmannchapter1
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Stone House\Old Stone House from SJAA.tif



“Later Brother Benno's bell was 
hung in the north[west] turret [what 
we know as “Devil’s Tower”]… and 
served as the class bell for years….

With the advent of the first electric 
bell system, it was stored in the [St. 
John’s] museum… 

In 1948 Abbot Alcuin gave it to St. 
John's priory in Puerto Rico. There 
today it rings forth again as of old.” 

Worship & Work, p. 83 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Worship & Work p. 533, footnote 31, https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11521
Br. Benno [had] died unexpectedly in the night in March, 1859, the first of the monks to die in Minnesota, and because of his carpentry skills, it was “a severe loss to the community.”  He was buried in St. Joseph, but his remains were brought to the Abbey’s cemetery in 1876.  *From Scriptorium June 1956, p. 5-6, https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26120/rec/3.
Another account, from Alexius Hoffmann’s , p. 16:  “The attic was an open turret in which hung the college bell – that sweet-voiced bell which pealed for matin song from a small belfry near the Mississippi in 1857 and accompanied the community in all its wanderings. And today fifty years after its arrival, its voice is as clear as it was then; and it hangs in the northwest turret of the college buildings, still doing service as a college bell. The jubilee class will most assuredly not forget to decorate the good old bell with a wreath of water lilies.” 
https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook/hoffmannchapter1
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Stone House\Old Stone House from SJAA.tif



1883

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But actually, they did leave a trace – old hand-crafted nails, now in the SJU Archives, were dug up generations later and proved where the first Collegeville buildings had been.  SEE Indianbush: Where Was It? (Saint John’s first location in Collegeville).
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/3452/rec/27, Scriptorium v. 14 n. 1 Dec. 1954 p. 43, quoting Fr. Alexius’ History p. 147.  
Image from a sketch by Alexius Hoffmann in the SJU Archives.





1883

This photo, also from 1883, shows the Frame House 
and the Old Stone House still in place, with the 

beginnings of the Quad and the new Abbey Church.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ascheman Collection - LP068.1883.Quad.StoneHouse.  A slightly more zoomed-out version was printed in Scriptorium December 1954, p. 31
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/3440



1883

1886

“The last services were held in the chapel on July 16, 1881, on 
which day a chapel in the new church’s basement was blessed.  
The old chapel was empty for a while, then converted into a 
lumber room...  In 1886 the Frame House was taken down.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From "Antiques: The Frame House," The Record, December 11, 1924, p. 4.
Image: Ascheman Collection - LP068.1883.Quad.StoneHouse



1883

18931886

The Old Stone House suffered a fire in 1877, but was repaired.  
But in 1893 “the weak condition of its walls necessitated its 
removal.” Its beams were also rotting. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From “The Stone House,” The Record, September 1893, p. 186-187; the rotting beams reference is on p. 32 of the Dec. 1954 Scriptorium, https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/3441.
Image: Ascheman Collection - LP068.1883.Quad.StoneHouse



1883

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Flowery sentiments that might spur refection by all of us, and perhaps be of some use to those of you in Alum Relations, Admission and Institutional Advancement?
“The Stone House,” The Record, September, 1893, p. 187. https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/7900/rec/10 
Ascheman Collection - LP068.1883.Quad.StoneHouse.  



To be continued…

Compiled in November 2021 
from resources in the Archives of 

Saint John’s University 
and Saint John’s Abbey

by Peggy Landwehr Roske, 
CSB/SJU Archivist. 
All rights reserved.1882

Presenter
Presentation Notes
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Stone House\SJAA 1882 Steeples Construction001 from glass plate negative.jpg 
SEE ALSO these Building pages at https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/sjubuildings:
Indianbush 
Frame House
Stone House
SEE ALSO these “history lessons” at http://apps.csbsju.edu/sjuvignettes: 
1866 Move from “Indianbush” to “Saint Louis Lake”
Indianbush: Where Was It? (Saint John’s first location in Collegeville)
Old Stone House
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