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Spring 1968
/ SUMMARY REPORT: THE COMMUNITY EDUCATION PROJECT The Beginnlngs:

The Community Education Project was born two months ago when a group of students A grOUp Of Students

from St. Ben's and St. John's (many of them enrolled in the Tri-College program) gathered

in the Gold Star Lounge of Mary Hall to consider the possibility of constructing a new “u 'd
experimental education community. Since that time, the group (with a few additions and gather to ConSI er the
subtractions in the membership) has done research, taken field trips, spent weekends "1 ene

together, and lobbied its way to its present state of "almost readiness." At last we poSSIblllty of

are ready to make a fairly comprehensive report on the total project: its goals, aca-

demic program, physical layout, and financial needs. Needless to say, the group doesn't

have all the answers, as yet. Many of them will simply have to be lived. However, we Construct|ng a neW

do hope the following summary, brief as it is, will give the respective administrative

bodi f St. John's and St. Benedict' sh informati hict bas final H H
dg(cffgﬁ ohn's an enedict's enough information upon which to base a fina eXperImenta' Educatlon
B ”
community.

Physical Arrangements.
A house managed by Mr. Roger Julkowski will be in Flynntown to serve The Members of the CEP:
as the center for the project. The house is approximately a ten-
minute walk from the St. John's campus. A neighboring farmer rents Kathy Neuse
the land and will take care of snow plowing and removal of rubbish, Sandy Manderfeld
The first floor will be used for community activity: cooking, eating, Mary Quirk
studying, discussing, ete, The second will serve as the mens sleep- Pete Plattes
ing quarters. In addition, Mr. Julkowski has agreed to remodel the Hank Moore
basement for use as a study room. . . Joyce Statz

. Tom 0'Connell
The women will live in a mobile home installed adjacent to the farm- Diana Lamwb
house. The home will be purchased by the community and sold back at John Sall
the end of the year., The mobile home chosen by the girls should be Mick Huppert
more than comfortable, Its dimensions are 12 x 60, with three bed- Jim Zwicker

rooms, living room, kitchen, full bath etec. Tom Maus
Tom Williams

..\The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SENT 2-14 Community Education
Project, 1968-1969\Summary Report- The Community Education Project.pdf
(undated, but presumably spring 1968)



?), 1968

The Gonnunity IMuostion rrojeot

The Oonwntty Mduoutlon Projeot haw recently been granted
persiunion by the Blucatioanl Folioies ftten of ut, John's
to pubatituty fvidunl mtudy projeots under faeult, A
fox both elective cournen wnd the Junuary werk requircusots for
greduation, The faculty noderator i to evaluate &tudy x-r.J.mn

in 1leu of oredit,
Nl The CEP seeks permission to “live in
a small-scale Christian community.”

on of thie projeot we
munity ia whioh §

Yor tha further lapleseniatl
peruloelon allowin X
fuoulty and n seal
Ponedicl's onn share with one snother thelr L
porsonsl Iives on an extended, suthealle banie,

L 1u for the 106860 scheool year for the iiplted

o inltiated the projeot wod 1o not to be taken
6L for ddunation or & unlversnlly mppliosble
by Living,

The pro
nunber of otud
a8 A universsl vl
appronol Lo oomnuf

We have three basle alneg

1. To pravide an opporsunity for the ne
projoot to expericoce in a very ge
1t 4n Lo 13ve 4n & ennllesonle Qhs

2, To pr
o For the further lmplementation of this project we are seeking

y, gowe permission allowing us to erect a community in which interested
oollegd faculty and a small group of students from 3t. John's and St.
imie] Benedict's can share with one another thelr unique academlc and

“l personal lives on an extended, authentic basis,

ere of the

vy What

Lan oonwunity.
—

Tovearching the possibllity of & tvowyear
froe unlveralty for tue Tri-Dollege oanpuse
o by organixd wae --ml ros u\u-, sonloars,
encountors, tesoh=ine, eto., for the
sludent bodies of |n (h nuhl)vln
de by nlunn.ﬂ\w open house nightn for die=
ouesions on coniroversial ln 100

Phue far {Live women of Bt, Denvdiot'e
John's plus eoveral f '.,- neaters on ench
denire Lo aotively pur thin p A
for the feusla mwenbders mll be |-lurql od Ju ont l.u the
house in Piynntova,

pouod farw-

..\The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SENT 2-14 Community Education
Project, 1968-1969\The Community Education Project.pdf



May 7, 1968

The CEP gets permission to
substitute projects in lieu of credits

On May 7, 1968, the Educational Policies Committee approved the following
request:

The Community Education Project requests permission to
substitute individual study projects under faculty di-
rection for elective courses and interim courses which
would otherwise be needed to meet graduation requirements.
The individual faculty moderators will be responsible for
determining credit evaluations for the respective projects.

From...\The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SENT 2-14 Community Education
Project, 1968-1969 \Memo from Hilary Thimmesh to Father Patrick McDarby about
EPC and CEP, 24 February 1969.pdf



May 23, 1968

The CEP’s proposal is rejected by the powers that be:

Community kducation Program

The Administrative Council and the Educational Policies Committee of the
College of Saint Benedict met on May 22, 1968 at ninc and cne o'clock respectively to
consider the most recent proposal submitted on the subject of the Community Edu-
cation Project. After nearly two hours of weighing the strengths and weaknesses
of the proposal each committee adjourned without reaching a conclusive vote, Since
it appeared that the final decision regarding the proposal must be made by both
Educational Policies and Administrative Council acting in concert, an invitation
was extended for Educational Policies to meet with Administrative Council on the
following day.

Both groups met jointly at nine o'clock on Thursday morning, May 23, 1968.
Again, the strengths and weaknesses of the project were weighed. By 10:45 one
of the members called for a vote. While most members approved of the concept of
the project, they expressed dissatisfaction with the inadequacies of its formulation.
The project was rejected for the fall term of 1968-69 by a vote of twelve to three.
The rationale of the two groups is explained below; following that is a list of
recommendations.

..\The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SENT 2-14 Community Education
Project, 1968-1969\Community Education Program, 1968.pdf



August 8, 1968

SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
Office of the Dean

8 August 1968

Father Colnen ...but it must have been
Mlay, 0.8.5. reconsidered and approved;

by August, Dean of Students
Please allow me to add my word of strong recommendation in support of the
Community Education Project. At this point what the students desperately Father H”ary Thlmmesh, a

need is an assurance of finmancial backing in order to install the mobile
home which the male students intend to live in. This whole venture is a

T e S L o L B e b W S D supporter, is assisting with their
funding for housing.

The Community Education Project

University.

As 1 understand it, the Dean of Students at the College of Saint Benedict
has consented to the Julkowski house being used as a residence for the
women enrolled in the project. The male students intend to live in a large
house trailer next to the Julkowski house. In order to get the trailer in
place before school starts with utilities functioning properly they will
need about $7,000,

They tell me that they are quite confident of the ability to pay this sum
during the course of the year. For the moment, however, they do not have
the money in ready cash and need backing from the University or from some-

1'11 spare the rhetoric about new developments in higher education and the
plight of the disaffected and disaffiliated intellectual among our college
students. You know it all better than I do anyway., We have a great oppor-
tunity here in the persistent concern which these students have manifested
about their own education. I hope we won't muff it now because of financial
difficulties.

HT/fc

..\The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SENT 2-14 Community Education
Project, 1968-1969\Memo from Father Hilary to Father Colman about the
Community Education Project, 1968.pdf



August, 1968

They end up finding
housing in a local
farmhouse on the
edge of Flynntown
(once the Roske
homestead, and

now known as
Marmion, the Eco
House)

SJU Archives: O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Flynntown\Roske+Tholl
homes 2012; photo by archivist Peggy Roske



September 6, 1968

The Record

Student Viewspaper of St. John's University
Vokame 81 Coliegeville, Minsesoto 56321, Friday, September 4, 1968 Number 9

SJU - CSB TRUSTEES SAY MERGER IS DESIRED

Tom O’Connell tells CEP’s
story in The Record

Brothers,

Thought you might be interested
in knowing what we're doing down
here at the farm. I’'m sure most of
you have heard at least vague rumors
that there’s some kind of educational
experiment going on in Flynntown.

As a matter of fact, 15 of us are
living here at Roger Julkowski’s
place and participating in a thing

It’s What’s Doin’ Down at the Farm

This whole project started last
March when a group of us got to-
gether to figure out a new way to go
to college. Some felt pretty frustrated
about the way “education” was
being dished out at St. John’s-St.
Ben’s. Others were satisfied with
things as they were, but felt ready to
try something different. Certainly all
of us were attracted by the idea of

ity. It's a magic word these

called the C
Project. We've got a 68-foot mobile
home parked in the front yard for
the guys to live in. There's one prob-
lem, though, the yard slopes—which
means the trailer tilts. Anyway, the
girls are finally getting settled on the
second floor of the house. Needless
to say, they’re running out of closet
space. It’s unbelievable the amount
of stuff those women brought with
them. One actually pulled up to the
house this morning with a U-Haul!

days, you know, with all sorts of
almost mystical attributes attached
to it. Anyway, that attracted us, and
so did the notion of “doing our own
thing”: pursuing individual academic
interests that weren’t offered as for-
mal courses—making, in effect, our
own curriculum.
At least, that’s what we felt last
March when the original group got
her and decided to develop a
model in which these things could

happen. After that, the work began.
Weekend i R %

meetings to attend, people to con-
vince. Somehow we managed to
build our model and win our battles.
So here we are, the Community Edu-
cation Project—nine guys and five
girls living in a community, substi-
tuting their elective courses for indi-
vidual study projects, non-graded.
You might say we're pleased.

You know, a lot of people have
been asking us questions about
what we're doing. Most of them cen-~
ter around this community thing.
“Why?” they wonder. “What’s the
big deal about community, anyway?”
‘Well, believe it or not, there’s a the-
ory behind it all. What we are trying
to do is to overcome some pretty
serious fractures that have been al-
lowed to develop in much of higher

FARM—Continved on page 3

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33770 and
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33772
The Record Sept. 6, 1968, p. 1 & 3 It's What's Doin' Down at the Farm




Friday, November 22, 1968

Farm Cultivates Community;
O’Connell Optimistic on Future

The goals of the “Farm,” officially
known as the Community Education
Project, have not progressed on
schedule. They have progressed in
spite of a schedule. While for some,
the realization of the ideal of aca-
0 CONNE demic freedom and for others merely
NEL i g
MRovRrS  od 2 ref:mhmg departur_e from. ac'adem
691 sumne] ic rigor, the farm is beginning to
ST PAUL s | understand what “community” really
- TEL 699-lis
CAMPUS EXam —
~ SENIOR MAJOR—-HIST
OFF CAMPUS ADDRESS-

ST JOSEPH MN 56374
0C TEL 363--8371

November 22, 1968

Tom O’Connell, the farm’s avid
organizer, notes that community and
academic sharing were the initial
goals at the outset of the project.
Individuals with common interests
and common objectives constitute a
community. The individuals can
create an atmosphere that will allow
the community to prosper. It is the
building of such an atmosphere to
which the farm lends itself.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33806

The Record Nov. 22, 1968, p. 6 Farm Cultivates Community; O'Connell Optimistic on

Future By Jim Schneider
ID image from the 1968-69 Student Directory
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Friday, November 22, 1968

Farm Cultivates Community;
O’Connell Optimistic on Future

For ex-
ample, the evening meal is surround-
cd with an air of relaxation in which
the members sit down with guests
and unwind. This, together with the
frequent living room bull sessions,
sets the pace for an interchange of
ideas that would be much more

Since a major part of the day
for the members consists of reading,
a common library that pools all
books owned by members has been
very helpful, not only as a source of
information for discussions, but also
as a medium for the “meeting of
minds.”

November 22, 1968

difficult to accomplish, say, on cam-

pus. Finally, the farm gives one a feeling
of home, and that can only be de-
scribed by each man in his own
mind.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33806
The Record Nov. 22, 1968, p. 6
Farm Cultivates Community; O'Connell Optimistic on Future By Jim Schneider




The second goal, academic shar-
ing, has been a difficult one to
achieve. Community members have
found that there is no automatic
correlation between living together
and establishing a community in
which a high level of intellectual in-
terchange is the norm. Nevertheless,
O’Connell feels the “farm” does
have the potential to make at least
modest progress toward the mythi-
cal “community of scholars” ideal.

November 22, 1968

, November 22, 1968

munity;

The

on FU'Ur freedom, bewildering as it can be,

“Perhaps the biggest assets we have
relate to two specific aspects of the
program: the greater freedom of in-
dividuals to pursue areas of special
interest, and the opportunity to use
the University in new ways.

does make it possible for an indi-
vidual to link up with others on a
given question, or participate in a
living room dialog without having
to worry about some pop quiz the
next day. As for using the University
in new ways, this is best exemplified
by the style of teacher-student rela-
tionships we seek. The opportunity
to have teachers and campus lecturer
down for serious though informal
discussions is a tremendous antidote
to a classroom process in which true
communication between teacher and
student is often overlooked.”

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33806
The Record Nov. 22, 1968, p. 6
Farm Cultivates Community; O'Connell Optimistic on Future By Jim Schneider




November 22, 1968

Friday, November 22, 1968

Farm Cultivates Community;
O’Connell Optimistic on Future

O’Connell is pleased with the
progress of the experiment, and is
eager in drawing what conclusions
he can at this point. He feels it is
unanimous among the participants
that the project has been very valu-
able. The presence of women in the
community has particularly enriched
the project, making it a Workshop
in Sensitivity and a Communication
in Honesty and Openness.

The future is bright. O’Connell
feels that “We are moving to in-
corporate a community of scholars.
There are groups presently working
on similar projects for next year,
and we are working with them. But,
it’s important for them to design
their own program.” Hopefully, the
experiences of the members of this
year’s “farm” will be of benefit to all
such endeavors in the future.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33806
The Record Nov. 22, 1968, p. 6
Farm Cultivates Community; O'Connell Optimistic on Future By Jim Schneider




1969 Sagatagan
' yEa rboo\k

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/49060/rec/5
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1969 Sagatagan
yearbook
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https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/49060/rec/5

15



WANTED—PEOPLE INTERESTED IN FORMING February 11, 1969
COMMUNITY NEXT YEAR

Community Life-Sl‘y|e~oI' Learning Practicum (CLSL
Practicum)

Recruitment begins — to continue the
A practicum in design, planning, organization, and im- program into the next academic year _

plementation of community-life-styles-of-learning will
be offered in the Great Hall near Innovation Central. Two . . q
sessions will be conducted. participation being limited to with lots of opportunity for student Input
15 Johnnies and 15 Bennies per session. The sessions,
lasting 2 hours each, will begin promptly at 4 p.m. and
8 p.m. with participants checking in at 3:45 p.m. and

7:45p.m. R p T
Besides experiential source material from members ::‘r_l g: l:hre Pri'fln'::\l/:.lmnzm(‘ll::;( huvrl(( 5 A I)roufn (.‘L:nler.- P;’nnt.sx
of the Farm and from designers and organizers from an about interesting things that magic ""drk“r-‘- poal'ur paper,
“'in process commufm_v‘ for f‘?"l year, lh‘ere 'w1!l be a L' jolicate are happening in  other \\'!l‘l be su;‘)phgfi {nr'l'm;e lwll;(?
wanted" list of persons, ideas, resources, plans, etc.. | , panel  schools across the country wish to express graphica’y
and personal encounter interviews with other prospect- kron "him. 3. Video ape dm‘gmeniarv: their uioa.s,' pl.)Sbl'blllllle.\ ltl)ri
ive community members. : ; g ) chairman  *‘White Paper St.®John's-St {1;»\: prngn:.:mj\“t |.(_5 ‘wuu‘.(_
If you are som'ewhdt commlll‘ed‘[o an idea, |d_e:'zl, depart- Ben's.” A special video tape I, ¢ :)u‘ M‘.(. 2 'l;]tfmgs
dream, plan, design. theory, philosophy, perspective. .o~ cgp production showing some of will ¢ Jpdsiac -On Shosoo8
etc., that fits into the community-life-style-of-learning 10" "0 " {he more innovative things Board and matched up on the
bag, the CLSL practicum is the place for you. SLOSY  that are happening on our two :;)lhzy(v,ll:\]y'znduan_v'.w N,

TINT

- APPEN- campuses. The show will run P J

‘ p.m.-6 pm.; 8 p.m.-10 p.m
ING AT INNOVATION CEN. (" the hour d: The place For_those interested in ex
TRAL (THE GREAT HALL) g Board: The place  o15ring the possibility of liv

to turn in written reactions, i 8
1. Ta Feedback center: ideas, ams ete as g foche GpRCE o
pe dreams ete. Will paste munity for next year.

Record your ideas, criticisms  them all up to form a patch- " " i

and comments about the day work mosaic of wher’; the 7. ‘Dot bution pick-up
itself, or your educational students of CSB-SJU are at.
experiences in general.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,420

The Record Feb. 11, 1969, p. 4

WANTED—PEOPLE INTERESTED IN FORMING COMMUNITY NEXT YEAR
Community Life-Style-of Learning Practicum (CLSL Practicum)




February 11, 1969

Tom O’Connell pens another piece for a campus newspaper: not another
CEP proposal, but his thoughts on radically changing higher ed systems

Toward

by Tom O'Connell

I don't think the problem is
as difficult as most status
quo people would like to
think. For it isn't a question
of building entirely new sys-
tems (systems are exactly
what is not needed). Rather,
it is merely a question of let-
ting the present one collapse,
of ifiring all -the deans and
bursors and  department
chairmen. Let the universi-
ties provide the great re-
search centers and libraries
and laboratories. Forget a-
bout credits, grades, class-
rooms, and IBM numbers. In-
stead, form communities,
homogeneous centers of won-
derment and vitality. Base
these communities on the
simplest principles of human
growth

First, these little Educa-

tional “‘Utopias’” must be

An Alternative System

organic communities. Their
primary goal would be to
overcome that fracture be-
tween academics and life
Members of the community
would live in houses rather
than dorms. They would as-
sume jointly the responsi-
bility of decision-making
and maintainance., What's
more the community should
be pluralistic—=men and wo
men, teachers and students,
and 1deally, members of dif-
ferent races. Together, the
members would pursue their
education, learning from each
other, perhaps sharing their
little epiphanies and sudden
insights—getting worked up
together, Gone forever the
old dichotomy: classroom-
education,  student union-
recreation, dormitory-relax-

ation. It's all there, blended
together as it was meant to
be—demanding a total re-
sponse from each individual
Secondly, the fracture of
knowledge into “‘disciplines’
and unrelated fields of spe-
clalty must be stopped. In-
dividuals must be encouraged
to pursue their own interests
and talents (there is nothing
particularly attractive about
an intellectual diletante) but
at the same time they should
be able to glimpse the
“‘ground plan” as well. In a
community of individuals
with diverse interests, a
natural dynamic would be a
“centering’’ of the various
fields and disciplines to a
commonly perceived whole
Out of diversity, unity
Thirdly, thé community
must acknowledge that the

best “learning situation’’ is
present in an atmosphere of
freedom and flexibility. Stu-
dents should be free to pur-
sue their own interests in
their own way and to their
own degree of intensity. Nat-
urally, they would receive
guidance from teachers liv-
ing in the community, and it
is likely too that their inter-
ests will be influenced by
what the members of the
community are doing. The
important point, however. is
that each student must have
the freedom to choose and
hence the genuine responsi-
bility for his own ‘‘curricu-
lum. ™

Finally, the community
must have as their underlying
goal the growth of each in-
dividual. They should see
themselves as a healing body,

"

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/418

The Torch Feb. 11, 1969, p. 2
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CEP Due for

By Terry Garvey
They're not going to keep ’em
down on the Farm anymore, for the
owner of the property, Roger Jul-
kowski, wants his house back. The
University, however, has consented
to the building of a house for the

The “Farm” has had the worst

Relocation in 1969-1970

Community  Education  Project
(CEP).

A St. Cloud contractor will build
the house, and the CEP members
will pay the rent while they occupy
it. Negotiations are underway be-

tween the contractor, the University

and CEP members over the type of
structure and its location. The house
will be built somewhere on outlying
University property and construc-
tion, which is expected to begin by
June, will be completed by Septem-
ber of this year.

When asked what the CEP has

March 21, 1969

A house is
planned for
the CEP

public relations image since the
reign of William Van Cleve, and the
new CEP menbers hope not to in-
herit the negative image of the
“Farm.” Acccrding to Steve Muth,
project organizer, “This is not the
‘Farm’,” and he doesn’t want to be
hindered by it.

The motivation of next year's CEP
members is much the same as the
“Farm” dwellers—a personal com-

over other off-campus housing, Muth
said the CEP will heavily emphasize
learning, while the primary emphasis
of off~campus apartments is social,
Like other students, CEP mem-
bers are required to complete all
academic requirements of the Uni-
versity. Many, however, will be tak-
ing independent study courses.
Seven Bennies and five Johnnies

mitment to a philosophy of educa-
tion. Muth cited a commitment to
learning as the primary precept of

the CEP.

are tentatively planning on living in
the new CEP house. Fr. Patrick Mc-
Darby will be the in-residence facul-

ty advisor for the project.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33874

The Record March 21, 1969, p. 1
CEP Due for Relocation in 1969-1970 By Terry Garvey
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record opinion p

One of The Farm’s
2 it Y, residents takes
e ' exception to the

Muth Roars previous Record article

Dear Editor:

Mr. Garvey’s article (March 21)
outlining the progress of CEP for
’69-'70 is inaccurate and necessitates No house yet
clarification.

1) St. John’s University has not No leader: they do
consented “to the building of a o
house” for the future CEP. We have thi Nngs as a group
been negotiating with the University .
in this area of concern. As yet, no No negatlves
commitment has been made.

2) I am mistakenly referred to as
““project organizer.” CEP is a credit
to the initiative of its members. The
group has worked and developed
with no individual leader.

April 18, 1969

3) If a negative image of the Farm
exists it occupies the minds of only
those individuals attempting no un-
derstanding of the CEP concept, in-
dividuals whose maturity cannot ac-
cept the fact that men and women
can live in an intellectual environ-
ment.

The Farm is no hindrance. We are
“the Farm” only in the sense that we
wish to continue and improve upon
the excellent groundwork established
by the concerted effort of this year’s
community.

The environment which we seek
emphasizes living and learning. Mr.
Garvey implies we wish to establish
a learning environment with little
emphasis on living. The two are in-
separable. Intellectual stimulation
and response is best facilitated in an
environment in which living and
learning are allowed to occur simul-
taneously. The community provides
for such an atmosphere.

Steve Muth ’70

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33846
The Record April 18, 1969, p. 2
Editorial: Muth Roars
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April 7, 1969

Troubles for The Farm:
The landlord’s mother
is not happy with
what’s happening there

..\The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SENT 2-14 Community Education
Project, 1968-1969\Memo from Raymond Julkowski to members of the Community
Education Project, 1969.pdf
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April 7, 1969

RAYMOND J. JULKOWSKI

ATTORNEY AT LAW
77 N. £ BROADWAY
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN, 55413 Page?2

well. We were led to believe last Spring that the boys would
be living in the main house, and that if the girls were allowed
to join the project--which last Spring seemed a major
impossibility--that they would be living in a mobil home

moved on the property. When I realized that the girls were
living in the house, and not the boys, I was very much upset.

“...girls are far more sloppy than men...”

I've always known from my own personal experience that girls
are far more sloppy then men in the cleanlng and upkeep of
apartments, etc., and the situation that we saw only proves
further my feelings. As I said, I've never seen the house
ag ill-kept as i} was when Mr. Julkowski and I visited the
house.

..\The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SENT 2-14 Community Education
Project, 1968-1969\Memo from Raymond Julkowski to members of the Community
Education Project, 1969.pdf



" RN A
In addition to the above, some further observations in
;0 UB.

response to the letters you have written

April 7, 1969

#Mrst of all, I am not making the accusation that there is

gny immorality evident at thefarm housechold,

3

ch could and would certainly cause rumorse.

many people do not recognize rumors as rumors,

known that the image of
John's-5t. B

at it is fairly wel
the beet in the 5%
the local
even here in Minneapolis.
stems from the fact that the household is not

ms ged the way it should be.

because of thia group,

our eyes, but in the ej

many point:
=ralsing d

LANco
\VGlLona or ons
a

wora

but obviously
ere is a situation evident--perhaps moreso on W

“..the image of
the farm is not
the best...people
can talk, even in
Minneapolis...”

mndg--
However, i

the farm is not

school community, in
communitv--I know how those people can tallt--and
y Perhaps, again, all of this

directed or

has lost very much esteem
g of manjr anda off curs
even

1 blinded
onal

f=1:
ELE

are c

in the group's of

..\The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SENT 2-14 Community Education
Project, 1968-1969\Memo from Raymond Julkowski to members of the Community

Education Project, 1969.pdf
Page 3, page 6
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Fr. Patrick McDarby, the Faculty Moderator of the
Community Education Project, sent a letter dated June
12, 1969 about student housing at “The Farm” to the
Dean of Students, saying:

“The ‘Farm’ should not, in my opinion,
be approved for student housing next
year...

the members of the CEP had
considerable trouble with the lessor...
The experience of dealing with the
owners was an education in itself... But
it took emotional and intellectual
energy that might have been better
spent otherwise.”

Images: 1970 Abbey Directory; 1980 Abbey Directory



SURING SEMBZSIER REPORT May 1969

AND EVALUATZION

CEP resident Michael

HUPPERT MICH
MR/MRS WALTES
RURAL ROUTE
RIVER FALLSs
TEL 425-6412
CAMPUS EXT 3{

ST JOSEPH.s M
OoC TEL 363-8

Huppert gives a glowing
review of his community
in his spring semester
evaluation

much talk about communal living styles in the futures 7You see this

has affected us more than you all on the outside may have believed

blee We are digging this type of living and realizing its great

s and its many possible formse You sce we foel that we are

: erost of a new frontier where wo ara the first architects, Our
genoration has a great many new priorities and wo see the possibility
of fulfilling these priorities through new styles of living. - So many
of us are planning to live in variousstyles of community in the very
near future, For some it may be a group of single poople, for others
a community of nowly married couples, and for others it may be an
exploration of the possibility of silencey.privacy and all that goes
with the life of one living as a hermite They are all part of the same
and we take the leap and dare of looking furthere ¢ « o o

..\The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SENT 2-14 Community Education
Project, 1968-1969\\Spring Semester Report and Evaluation, 1969.pdf

Page 1 &2

ID image from the 1968-69 Student Directory
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To AL Btudents and Feculty May 21969

A_EITEN OF DR

Aaln John'n Universwity han done Lt wguln. Onow sore the uslveisily has contra-

dioted e wen An education

for wxintenos by tifling
Lo U Missord" about She
the weoke stacks of e power slast Lhat pol

Willa peosle vi on oapus and
roity adeinin
Lration plods on Ln (As nevercending Weitle agatsat real iunovasian, otizulated
Uhomghty and genuine interent in the wondenio oftustion

On Yridsy aftwrnoon, Maroh 254h; Ahe Joint Adelnlstrmtive Cowssdd of St. Joha's
W Bty Dents met and deoided by & O-B vote 10 allow the cormunity, better kuove
o0 "Avio® (Jaff Sabulte, Orant Sohwapel Ous Drisooll. i al), to cperate for the
ooning wosdenio yeur of '65-'70, The finkl deoinion wan then 1aTt 10 the tho prem=
\%onto of B4, John's wnd BU, Men's, Yesterdsy the two pesnidents deoided ageinet

the community of vie,"
Jokn's Usiverwity or the 0

Tt 4a wvident that the Univerwidy {e vidling to fiirt vith sxperinentq in ed-
UONLLON, But Le ot prepared Lo allow any eubstuntiul ahanges to oscur. Under the |

M AL euplindt that thwy eould not exint as Ot
ok of Bt, Demsdict

1et'e foon up te eur sbeurd altustion Mo have 1o axil.  Ae Marle
Bavio wadd, "I beg you %o aonelders Af this fu & tirw, snd Af the Board of Megunts ‘
are e Board of Direotors .. than.,. the FAoulty are & meh of saployess and we're

the rew

c

i R

) C ¢ ” 4
/f'd,/ /«444. [} I’>;M/’
20w Fon '

Mekhud Hallly

May 2, 1969

A group calling themselves
“Avis” is turned down by the
CSB & SJU presidents in its
bid to continue the
Community Education
Program in 1969-1970

..\The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SEND 2-16 Community Education
Project, 1969-1970\A Letter of Discontent to All Students and Faculty, 1969
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Spring 1969

Another group of students
"What we call education and culture is for Su bmits IIA Com m u nity PrOposa |"
e most part nothing but the substitution _ to |ive in Au ro ra Ha || at CSB

A COMMUNITY PHC

Rationale

of reading for experience."

The above quote is taken from G.B. Shaw's }

emphasizes the need for a dual education. 1t is often quoted that ninety

Proposal
percent of one's education is learned outside the classroom; thus, modern

We propose that one wing of Aurora Hall at the College of St. Benedict
concern hus grown for a total educaticnal experience within the perscnal )

be opened to our Co-educational community for the year 1969=70.
learning envirenment of the university.

The physical layout of this floor would incorporate separate living
s Christian Liberal Arks colleges, ste John's and St. Ben's must
arters a si i omron -living areas i
consider education to be @ total personal growth within the personalistic ) quarters at cpposite ends of the hall with comnon study 4 areas in
atmosphere of a Christian living community, fTotal personal prowth is the the middle. This central area would be the core for community activities,

experiencing of the two aspects of education, academic study and personal discussions, and mutval education.

experience.

At the present time the segregated aspect of our campuses does nob

allow for the consideration of education from the total 1ife contact

John sellner Mary Brusseau
perspective. The state " PRI PV steve Filipowski kathy Cyrus

Gordon Karls Jean Biscnof
Steve Dirksen Fary Huber
Marsh Fielding Lou Cregg
Jerry siebal Judy sitars

Carol Bormann
Kathy Hack

Toby Huntsti
Haureen Fla
Sharen Warner

...The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SEND 2-16 Community Education
Project, 1969-1970\A Community Proposal.pdf
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A PHOPOSAL POR A HODTE FAFERY 4
rrom 8 A 81, John's
e followine propla from 8t . .
20 serr A modified
are prapontne for the £0-90 rehool v \e
pxperimental efneation prolnets
Dan Langanwalter
Tom MA11er

Kurt Kadoer
This paper 18 to briefly explain the various a peots of

our proposed experiment, ineludined (1) gonls, (2) ncndemicg,

(3) physical arrangements, (4) disnipline an® rulese
ged plan 1n an outgrowth of the interin course
n, #hish during the interin eptahlishes
mong thore involved,
.0 fonmded in an artifieinl and 1imited clarrroon

A strencthan this
situation, we felt motivabed to test an strencthon th

n a more total
papport hy sharine and 1iving L Mo e

5 . hourd bopekier
We have # many Wonrs tope ¥
an? realistic context, We hav y

2 AL 00 A pleaning the
at freguant evening meetings J 1

" aahin in Bt
sankend wns also apent 2 sahin i
project. A woek was 180

Spring 1969

Another group proposes
“A Modified Experimental
Education Project” —
complete with goals,
academic plans, courses,
and floor plans for

remodeling 4th Bernard
or Bonnie

...The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SEND 2-16 Community Education
Project, 1969-1970\A Proposal for a Modified Experimental Education Project.pdf
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APPEUDIX A

The Implicationa of Community in liodern Education §
Our Community Course Project

We have chosen this topic because it 1s the central con-
cern of our group experience, We are proposing a closely re-
lated two-semester course, The second semester will be the
practical application of what we have learned in the first
semester. During the first semester we wll be concerned with
extensive reading in the areas of human values, group dynamics,
ond interaction analysis from various disciplines such as Theolopy,
Philosonhy, English, Sociology, Psycholopy, and'History, fhis
reading will supplement the actual experionce of living and
learning together, 3

During the second semester, with the knowledge and ex-
perience we have gained, we are confident that we will be in a
pesition to relate to the larger community., We have come to the
conclusion through our own experience that cial stability for
every individual is necessary before highly motivated scholastic
achievement can be realized; in fact, before any kind of
achievement in life can be realized. ‘e are confident that our
community experience will provide a desree of social stability
for every individual, Our comrunity solidarity will provide the
base for this individual stability which is necessary ror
achiovement in all facels of life, ‘e feel that it is importont
thet .o become involved in education in the larger comnunity
(8t. Johu's - St, Benedict's), A specific proposal for
acnester at this point is unrcolistic, but we do intend
orgenize sn cducational project to determine the implic
our commuaity on education within St., John's and « be

Fr, HUilery, Acndemic Deen, has endorsed th mmunity
course project with full academic acredaitatiion,

Spring 1969
Another group proposes living
off-campus (and gives detailed
calculations on how that would
not adversely affect the housing
income for CSB or SJU)

Our Comuuii\.x r-‘ni]n:mphy_

Mark Belisle
Kathy Kelzer
Chuck Frank
Ron 8ilvers
dose Blesener
Grace Kerian
Jim VWratkowski
Susanne Driscoll
Jan Johnson
Grant Schampel
Linda Miller
Jeff Schultsz
Chi~Hung Chen
Dick Shannon
Rick Altofr

..\The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SEND 2-16 Community Education
Project, 1969-1970\A Community Philosophy.pdf

Page 4, page 2
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i T Spring 1969

A document from a student
named Rossini proposes yet
another group’s Experimental
Community

it o yro ar nental Cammuy:

T P —

The Experimental Community, it is felt, compares
favorably to CEP. Basically, the present CEP has been a
success in the "group" sense but a failure in relating to

the University at large. By its nature, its membership
is exclusive, necessarily a near-community before its
officlal incorporation, and appealing only to people in a
particular coterie. The group has had little effect on
campus, campus participation being inconvenient, miniwal,
and not overly encouraged, and members, like people in
current CEP-type proposals, tend to be group-centered
rather than university-centered. The Experimental
Community hopes to interest a wider range of people
through its non-reliance on community as a prerequisite
and should strongly affect both campuses with its on-
campus location and the scope of the proposed “"courses."

e _\(.

—
| S

Thanls to T Quindavi, oy 1’\/’;“'.‘}

...The Farm - CEP\Scans for Tom&Steve2011\SEND 2-16 Community Education
Project, 1969-1970\Proposal- Experimental Community.pdf



Minutes of the Ma 7 1969
Joint Administrative Councils y ’

of the College of Saint Benedict
and Saint John's University
May 7, 1969

Members of Saint John's Administrative Council and that af Saint Benedict's
met at C$B on May 7, 1969 at a dinner meeting at 5:00 p.m. Members of
Baint John's Administrative Council included: Father Colman, Father Hilery,

Minutes of the
Father Florian, Father Gunther, Pather Vitus, Dr. Farry, Mr. Humphrey, . . . . .
Dr, La , and Mr. C. . Memk f the C3B Adm: trative C il
e T Joint Administrative Councils

Sister Linnea, Sister Emmanuel, Mr. McKenna, Mr. Sakry, Mr. Sasaen,
M. Schroeder, Mr. 2 ki, Mr. . and Kathleen Plarc

Dr. ldzerda distributed the statement which he and Father Colman b
on the additional community educational proposals. This statemend
the reasons why it is undesirable at this time ta approve additienall The meeting was called to deal with the first proposal on community educa-

education proposals, -for financial and other reasons dealing with

debate by the faculties and by our off campus constituencies., " tion. Tacit approval had been given to the students by the two presidents
The meeting was called o deal with the Firet proposal on communit]  £© 90 @head and plan the orogram and to secure housing. Father Colman

tion. ‘lr;acl;anngal h:d been e by the frd oro had asked whether the approval for this first community education project
t: 1 h ram an ing. : P :
bt meked whether the Sposal for this Tieet cammanity sanestion J Should be taken through the Educational Policies Committee and the faculties

should be taken through the Educational Policies Gommittee and thfl  of hoth institutions
of both inatitutions . *

There was much discussion about financing such a project, where such a
project should be baged, Avon, Saint T o T

about financlal arrangements and the re
such arrangements. Father Plorian cite
irresponsibility of the students in taking

After considerable discussion, Sister Mary Mark moved th
project proceed as approved by the presidents. Dr. Lange s
motion.

Dr. Mzerda restated the rationale for th
in relation te the one of 1968-69.

Some of the members of the committee W
whether GEP 1 should go through Bducatlonal Tolicies ond the LacUlly. SLSLer
Firmin stated that this ie not a good time Lo take a matter of this kind to the
faculty. She would prefer the decision to be made by the presidents. Father
Hilary agreed that he would prefer it not going te the faculty and to Educa-
tional Policies but he would do it if it was destred. In effect, the presidenta
have already authorized the group for next year, Hous|
15 very unsatisfactory. Dr. Parry asked who makes th
housing. He does not think it should be faculty respo
be living with the students 7

After further discussion, a vote was taken and the motion-carried unanimously.

From SJU Archives 525:5 re: CEP Minutes of the Joint Admin Councils May 7, 1969
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Presidents Turn Back CEP Proposals

By Grant Schampel

The second (Avis) 1969-70 Com-
munity Education Project at SJU-
CSB has been vetoed by the two
presidents. Composed of 10 men
from SJU, including two priests, and
six women from CSB, the group
planned to live together for at least

these goals could be_best attained

Director of Student Housing, Mr

through a
project.

An Academic Proposal for a year-
long study of the role of communities
and small groups in education, The
group proposed to spend the fall se-
mester reading a number of works in

the school year, to inte~
grate their academic, social and per-
sonal lives.

The group spent three months de-
yeloqlng &he proposal in delr_lil, both

psychology, theology and literature,
as well as studying the processes oc-
curring within the group itself. The
spring semester was to be spent in

ing ways to apply these find-

in with

officials and in a formal written
statement. Some of the areas dis-
cussed included:

A Philosophical Position Paper ex-
plaining the group's views on edu-
cational endeavor, personal growth
and maturity, and service to the
larger community. It suggested that
the educational goals of the project
from members’ experiences with indi-
vidual responsibility, personalized
courses and curricula, and creative

ings in the larger academic commun-
ity. Fr. Brian Millette (a member of
the SJU sociology department who
is doing rescarch in this area) and
Fr. Raymond Pedrizetti (SJU, phil-
osophy) had consented to act as
faculty advisors, and the academic
project had the preliminary approval
of Fr. Hilary Thimmesh and Sr.
Firmin Escher, Academic Deans at
SJU and CSB.

A Study of Enrollment and Dormi-

Terrence CSB Business
Manager, and Fr. Roger Botz, STU
Director of Financial Aid. Accord-
ing to the study neither school need
suffer any dormitory vacancies from
either or both CEP's moving off
A Plan for a Public Relations
Program to inform all those directly
and indirectly concerned about the
project. It was pointed out that with
one CEP this year and one already
approved next year, there would be
an inevitable public reaction to ru-
mors and misinformation unless pos-
itive steps were taken to explain the
nature and goals of the projects. The
Avis CEP proposed a program in co-
operation with the Public Relations
Departments of both schools to
reach the news media from the Al-
bany Enterprise to Time magazine
(which has expressed an interest in
doing a story on the projects), and
individuals from

Bad news:
The Joint
Councils
approve, but
the Presidents
don’t

group project.
Budget Advice from the current
CEP.

It was agreed that the proposal
would be presented to a meeting of
the Joint Administrative Councils on
April 25. The Councils received the

to the

course contents and at
CSB and SJU, It also stressed the
need for personal growth, responsi-
bility and stability, and the belief
that these were necessary for educa-
tional achievement. It concluded
that, for the members of the group,

tory O eclse-
where) compiled from recent statis-
tics from Miss Constance Zierden
and Fr. Donald LeMay, CSB and
SJU Directors of Admissions, Sr.
Mary Mark Donovan, CSB Dean of
Students, Fr. Patrick Okada, SJU

Boards of Trustees,
Approval of the Parents of the in-
dividuals involved.
Approval of Academic Advisors for
individuals’ study plans beyond the
CEP—Continuedon page 2

Avis proposal, heard testi from
Fr. Brian Millette on the value of two
CEP'S for sociological studies, and

i two student t f
the group. After lengthy deliberation
the Councils voted 9-8 to d

May 9, 1969

Despite the recommendation and
their own previously expressed sup-
port of the project, the presidents an-
nounced on May 1 that they would
not approve it. Although it was ex-
tremely difficult to obtain specific
reasons for this action, Dr. Stanley
Idzerda, President of CSB, eventual-
ly gave two: putlic opinion and fi-
nancial considerations (see Presi-
dents’ statement elsewhere). Dr.
Idzerda would not comment on the
group’s proposal for a positive pub-
lic relations effort to help the proj-
ects” and schools' images, or on the
question of whether a second CEP
(Avis) would meke a difference in
public opinion after the first (Hertz)
had already been approved.

Fr. Colman Barry, President of
SJU, declined to elaborate on these
or other reasors (see Presidents’
joint statement). Informed sources

approval by the two presidents.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33840 and

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33841

The Record May 9, 1969, p. 1 and p. 2
Presidents Turn Back CEP Proposals By Grant Schampel

d with both presi sug-
gested that Fr. Colman’s reluctance
to make any unpopular decision pre-
cipitated Dr. Idzerda’s action. Others
suggested that the underlying reason
was pressure from the trustees and
alumni, whose role in such decisions
has come under considerable fire
this year.
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May 9, 1969

EDITORIAL

Dew Drop Inn Seeks Dump The Record pokes fun

In keeping with the libertine philosophy that is prevalent at St. John's at the
this year, we, the Dew Drop Inn (Develop Every aﬂmn to Demonstrate RIOROSS | 2
Ribald, Obnoxious Practices for the Innovation of Norms of Nudity),
?umbly reqnle;t adpilot project under the auspices of the Educational
nnovations Board. « 2 a . .

We recognize the fact that in “‘doing your own thing” many different Ed ucation Is so mu It|fa Ceted in
academic policies can be pursued. Education is so multifaceted in its . q
approach that it seems that anything is permitted. Some people feel its approach that it seems that
that academic enlightenment can be found under the guise of cohabita- . ) . )
tion. The meager intellect of the Dew Drop Inn does not afford us the a nyth INg IS perm itted.
opportunity to develop such a covert plan. The way we see it is that
you can learn a lot by shacking up with broads.

It is necessary to have a group study project. The DDI project would
be an in-depth study of the various types of alcoholic beverages served
in Stearns County between the hours of 7 p.m. and 7 a.m., and the un-
controllable cffects it might have on a group of mediocre students.
Moreover, we would like a voice in selecting our faculty resident. We
th: lsnfi‘l:ﬁ:s; ﬂfn:mffn';ﬁ"&? ?aﬁuﬁn?%o? 531","3'2,2" il Inclosing we would like to add that our sole claim to infamy 1s that
picturesque view, but its location has a medicinal purpose; § We have had more students on social and academic probation at one
panacea for excessive dehydration after a weekend of “acadery time than any other group on campus. By looking at the relative merits
suits.” Also, we have several athletic supporters (commonl] of our unique community and our fervent desire to pursue academic
jocks) among us. Because of this fact we shall need a work-oy goals, we can only say that if you are foolish enough to let us have this

community, the only way the Dew Drop Inn could respond in good
conscience is to wreak havoc on St. John’s and its reputation.
Dew Drop Inn

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33841
The Record May 9, 1969, p. 2




Comments

from

the
Presidents

It seems undesirable at this
time to approve additional
Community Education pro
posals. First, to multiply off
campus college-sponsored
programs creates financial
problems. Both colleges must
continue to make full pay
ments on the federally-funded
dormitories  whether they
are fully occupied or not, and
losses on these buildings do
alfect other educational ac-
tivities

Second, coeducational pro
grams of the kind proposed
are the subject of much un-
resolved debate by the facul-
ties and by our off-campus
constituercies. . parents,
alumni, trustees, etc

The presidents’ statement is published in

CSB’s newspaper, The Torch

Undue haste or lack of
carefully formulated confron-
tations and discussions with
all those who have expressed
a concern about these de-
partures by the colleges can
only jeopardize the future of
any programs of this kind

We assume that a number
of steps must be taken in the
coming months: we must sup-
port the curricular proposals
of the communally-oriented
groups in every way possible,
e.g., we would hope that the
faculty Educational Policies
Committees can approve
course credit for the special
courses these gronps are de-
signing, and we should seek
space on campus for these
groups to use as regular meet-
ing places. The results of the
courses and the communal
seminars might be original
and instructive for all con-
cerned

The Torch May 13,1969 p. 3

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/293

In addition, we must see to
it that an intensive and exten-
sive set of discussions on this
and related subjects be de-
veloped and continued during
the coming year. Such discus-
sions should include, above
all, the faculties and the stu-
dents of both colleges. They
should also include, as a mat-
ter ol course, significant
numbers of the other elements
of the college community both
off and on campus. Then. at
the end of the year, we will
not be faced with the idealism
of a few and the misunder-
standing of the many

Stanley J. Idzerda and
Colman Barry, OSB
Presidents of CSB and SJU

May 13, 1969

& CEP founder Tom
O’Connell responds

STATEMENT
of Tom O’Connell,
hairman of the SJU Educa-
tional Innovations Board

“1 feel that the rejection of the
Avis group is a real setback to the
principles we have been advocating
this year. It is regretable that the
learning needs and aspirations of
this group were deemed secondary
to considerations of internal politics
and public relations by the presi-
dents of our two institutions, It
makes me wonder how much this
rhetoric we always hear about free-
dom and trust in our students really
means when the chips are down.”
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The “first” CEP proposal for 1969-70 — apparently turned in last —

is offered by some students who prepared a “comprehensive

report, philosophy and proposal”

Statement
of the
COMHUNTTY RDUCATION PROJECT 1969-70:

Froposals and Heport

Submitted to: Dr. Stanlay Tdzerda
President C.5.B.

an
Father Colman Parry
President S.J.U.

on
May 12, 1969
. oy

The liembers of the
Community Fducation Project
19609-70

for the presidents.

The mewbers are: Mirgaret R. Broun
Patrick J, El11
Linda D. Hut

——Steven e Lepinski
—Thomas L. Hacy
JAerodic A, 15
—&teven J. Math
M. Krieti
. Fatl:
JPatricia b, Radlelf
Jamea D, Zwicker

nidy Blucabion Project 1965-70
Introdugticon:

The following is a comprehznsive prepooal of the Commmity Bducation
Froject 1969-70 presenting the group history, philocophr, ;\f:;lde:“;lc progran,
housing proposal, financial statoment, erternal relations report, and
preposed progren for evaluatlen. T is alse our explicit intent for this
propozal to scrve as written proof of our comdtinent to this progran.

Cur group was initiated in Hovember of 1968 with interested students
diseussing their ideas and ideals concorming community living. From this
initizd group of students, therc formed a core group of twelve porsons

who recognized their common goals for living and lesrning as

aflon dh Sgina) O " fon Prodiopt fou 9080 A0 od

May 12, 1969
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May 13, 1969

The Avis Is
A Phoenix

Editor's Note: Grant Scham
pel Is @ member of SIU's class
of 1969

by Grant Schampel

The second (Avis) 196970
Community Education Pro
ject at SJU-CSB has been ve
toed by the two presidents
Composed of ten men from
SJU. including two priests.
and six women from CSB, the
group planned to live togeth
er for at least the school
vear, attempting to integrate
their academic, s cial, and
personal lives

The group spent three
months developing the propo
sal in detail. both in discus
stons with administration of
ficials and in a formal writ
ten statement.  Some of the
areas discussed included

A philosophical  position
paper explaining the group's
views on educational endeav
or. personal growth and ma
turity, and service to the
larger community. It suggest
ed the educational goals of
the project from members

bany Enterprise to TIME ma
gazine (which has expressed
an interest in doing a story on
the projects). and to contact
concerned individuals  from
the immediate neighbors to
the Boards of Trustees

Approval of the parents of
the individuals involved

Approval of academic ad-
visors for individual's study
plans bevond the group pro
yect

Budget advice from the
current CEP

It was agreed that the
proposal would be presented
o & meeting of the Joint Ad
ministrative Councils on Ap-
ril 25, The Councils received
the Avis proposal, heard tes
timony from Fr. Brian Mil
lette on the value of two
CEP's for sociological stu
dies, and questioned two stu
dent members of the group.
After lengthy deliberation
the Councils voted 9-8 to re
commend approval by the
presidents of CSB and SJU

Despite the recommenda
tion and their own previously
expressed suypport of the pro.

Denied students detail
their efforts...

the project from members’
experiences with individual
responsibility,  personalized
s and curricula, crea-
tive course contents and
t CSB and SJU
ssed the need
for personal growth, responsi
bility, stability, and the be-
lief that these were neces-
sary for educational achieve
ment. It concluded that, for
the members of the group
these goals could be best at
tained through a community
education project

An academic proposal for a
year-long study of the role of
communities and  small
groups in education. The
group proposed to spend the
fall semester reading a num-
ber of works in sociology, ed-
ucation. philosophy, psychol-
ogy, theology. and literature,
as well as studving the pro-
cesses occurring within the
group itself

The spring semester was to
be spent in developing ways
to apply these findings in the
larger academic community
Fr. Brian Millette (a member
of the SJU sociology depart-
ment is doing research in this
area) and Fr. Ravmond Ped-
rizetti (SJU, philosophy) had

expressed support of the pro-
ject. the two presidents an-
nounced on May 1 that they
would not approve it. Rea-
sons for this action, accord-
ing to Dr. Stanley Idzerda,
president of CSB. were public
opinion and financial consid

erations  (see President’s

statement)

Dr. Idzerda would not com-
ment on the group’s proposal
for a positive public rela-
tions effort to help the pro-
jects, and schools’ images
or on the question of whether
a second CAP (Avis) would
make a difference in public
opinion after the first (Hertz)
had already been approved

Fr. Colman Barry. presi-
dent of SJU. declined to ela
borate on these or other rea-
sons (see President's joint
statement)

Informed sources acquaint-
ed with both presidents sug-
gested that Fr. Colman’s re-
luctance to make any unpo-
pular decision precipitated
Dr. Idzerda’'s action. Others
suggested that the underly-
ing reason was pressure from
the trustees and alumni,
whose role in such decisions
has come under considerable
fire this year.

(hon tho d swas an.

May 13, 1969

...and some may
leave CSB/SJU

When the decision was
nounced, there began to de-
velop a movement among the
students and faculty of both
campuses, independent of the
Avis group. in support of the
group's proposal and in pro-
test against the alleged arbi-
trary nature of the decision
The extent and outcome of
these efforts is not known
There also appeared a state-
ment (in this issue) by Tom
O'Connell, chairman of the
SJU educational innovations
board.

At last report, several
members of the Avis group
were planning to leave the
two schools and inaugurate
the community at some more
congenial institution. Others,
in different circumstances,
were planning to remain at
SJU-CSB for a year or more
and join the rest later.

The Torch May 13,1969 p. 3
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/293
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What Happened
To Coed Dorms?

by Mary Brusseau
There have been a number
of rumors, plus quite a bit of
discussion and misunderstand
Ing, concerning the topic of
coed dorms.” | would like
to attempt to clarify the idea

for readers of The Torch

The ldea

The term “co-ed dorm’ is
actually somewhat of a mis
nomer. Co-ed  dorms—that
IS, men and women living in
the same dormitories, with
no though of any sort of com
munity  development—have
been tried on various campus.
es and universities around
the country The general con
sensus of these colleges has
been  that  co-educational
dormitories fail to provide
any new insights or experi
ences in education

Some students at St Ben's
and St. John's have come to
feel alack in the present dorm
itory  situation.  Realizing
that co-ed dorms. as exper:
ienced by other colleges, have
failled to afford any real
medns of filling this void
they have proposed that both
campuses open living space
within a dormitory for the use
of _coeducations

hope. They feel they have a
good i and plan to try
again next year

The communities are nol
without support. The Student
Administration  Board  has
agreed to set up an ad-hoc
commitiee to assist the com
munities in any way possible
With SAB assistance, the
it of the experience o
having tried once and lost
and the knowledge nered
from a lot of summer home
work, the co-educational com
munities intend to try again
next vear to obtain living
space within existing dormi
tories on both campuses

In  addition to growth
through  formal  education
the community would attempt
to grow through fairly inti
mate relations with the larg:
er campus  community. It
would attempt to hold events.
such as frequent discussions,
open to the entire campus
Perhaps the community could
present an experimental, in
ter-departmental course
The possibilities for this
type of experimentation seerr
endless

The Torch provides some
rical perspective

hist

of co-educational communi
s

As propos th com
munities would be primarly
educational o function. First
of all, the communities would
attempt  to  demolish  com
mumication barriers between
the sexes Moo and women
are  complementary by na
ture. They possess dilterent
viewpaints,  different  wavs
of thnking and expressing
thormsel vl dilferent
Ways of reacting o any given
siuation.  Hopefully, a oo
ational community would

ognize und  value these
dufferences. poving them am
ple room Lo inter-act

Soch o community woukd at
templ to grow togehter by
learning logether. Thus, &
onmnien  oducational  onper
Ienew, such as 4 course Laken
I comumen would become ar
integral part COMIMNNY
e
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From the Minutes of the CSB Board of Trustees: September 8, 1969
One group of “five boys and five girls” were given

permission to establish a Community Education Project

after all — in “two identical apartments in Avon.”

COMMUNITY EDUCATION PROJECT

Sister Mary Mark reported that five boys and five girls were given permissi
to establish a Community Education Project. Now there are six girls and three
boys living in two identical apartments in Avon. Below are boys from Saint John's
in two apartments. All are taking courses at either college, except for some
independent study. Sister Mary Mark teaches them an extra-departmental
comrnunity course. The students, all seniors, pay their own bills for food and
cars. Mr. Schroeder and Mr, VanCleve will evaluate the project.

Mr. ldzerda stated his concernt ¢ pr of scandal
for the people of Avon, where it is bo
hension. Miss Radloff emphasized their
their efforts to get to know their neighbors, and their having established
account. Sister Mary Mark will give progress reports regularly.

Sister Mary Mark Donovan, M. A.
Dean of Students

Dr. Stanley ldzerda, Ph. D.
President

..\The Farm - CEP\CEP in CSB Archives\1969 09 08 Board of Trustees p.3-4.jpg
Image: 1969 CSB Faculty & Staff Directory

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/1933/rec/31
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the record

Page & Friday, September 26, 1969
New CEP Calls Avon ‘Home'

After working together for six ment to a communal concept of selves from the current educational, : R
months and being ]ugmw between ur;le for a lbarxcd undmhl‘:nd.lnu :m:"alimur political issues affecting 7
indecisive administrat a Com- and knowledge of one another, 5t. John's University and the College W
munity Education Project successor In regard to the co-educational Of St. Benediot, We envision our life
was allowed 10 survive while othee  nature of our group, we focl that co-  tyle as an alternative that may i) i
groups were refused appeoval under  educational communities can exist $omeday be incorporated more di- e ]
the weight of alleged room and  without fear of immature pressures rectly into the structure of these two
board financial difficulties at St from both inside and outside our Institutions (that is, if there are peo-

John's University and the College  community. Rather than ignore the  Ple who would like to coatinuo and-
of St. Benedict. meaningfulness and duality of sex, ©f expand on this program—in A

The new CEP I no longer & we have chosen to seek out and share  Which case, we would offer whateyver
“farm," We are occupying two adja-  the variant perspectives of the men  ideas and experiential guidance pos-
cont, upstalrs apartments on the wnd women in our community, sible). While we are physically dis-
edge of Avon peoper, Mecaso co-  Educationally, wo have attempted ANt from both campues, the mem-
educationnl communities were D0t o Jearn with sespect to our ideal of l;m of our community hope urr g
allowed to exist at elthor the SL  egtablishing dinlogue among our- 'Ively participate In studeat l'le at &

John's o St, Ben's campus, we Were  selves and others an essential 'hese schools through the Educa-

forced to accept the closest avallable  mode of education, We have spent  tloral Innovations Roard, the Edu- . 7

housing for the membors of OUf much time in the past few weeks Cational Policies Commities, both & '
group. ‘Thees peoplo are: Steve  talking with vatious faculty, admin. *tudent goveenments, and Involve- “

M\llb. Patty Radloff, Merodie Man-  fstration members, and students and ™t M students In the classroom. > P

key, Linda Hutchinson, Tom Macy,  see this In the futare as oae of our 1 the spring of this school year, & )

Margle Braun, Ron Silvers, Kathy  main sources of staying intallectually © PIAn & short serles of open houses K

Pfarr, Kris Newman and Jim conscious of the problems and issues for students und faculty, lf you hiave a5 i

Zwicker, confronting ourselves as humans and A7 Supportive "'!' conflicting V":}' &

Wo ses ourvelves as an educational  students at 5t, Joh's and St. Ben's. :&“xm‘:m 'n‘r‘::'i:‘:!‘:’: o o
pi t with goals that An I ity course s C
iur:’:;cnliun oI‘)‘wing and leamning, now In progress, conslsting of the g" ""‘ufn"‘l:““ °P";‘h°‘“‘? n ‘:;
with the belief that we, as ndividuals, members of our group and psrma- 1POPS that ’l;‘“““ “‘““‘i:’:" u
must be responsible for the deter- nent and guest faculty from our two ’“m“‘"‘ e °“ul‘:: ean &lner o9
mination of our scademic and sosial  schools. This semester, we are studys 2! i ?r m‘"‘; % P"‘I‘"l"'l“s(‘
envicobment. Inherent in our life ing the intecrelated historical, tech- ]’; ® 'T; ";’ Sducetion At 4.
style Is the recognition of the im- nological, and sociological develop- hav's and St, Ben's, \ >
portance of the presence of both ment of the “commune” In Amerk- ) $
sexes, as valuable to our can society. b
education, the establishment of an As mentioned above, we do not Protesta nts -
educational ideal, and a commit- hope for or intend to isolate our- 3

o M PPN

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,33872
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Page 6 Friday, September 26, 1969
New CEP Calls Avon ‘Home' |1}
After working together for six ment to a communal concept of v:)ve: from' the current edu:#ionn!. é » 3 bt
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Aft king together for six [ St John's University and the Collegs i 6 &) 7
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months and being juggled between ST e R 1 ) o ? ;
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was allowed to survive while other T w——— ; )
groups were refused approval under § ., 2 G di g
the weight of alleged room and farm.” We are occupying two adja- :
board financial difficulties at St. ] 0t upstairs apartments on the By
John’s University and the College edge of Avon proper. Because co- N
of St. Benedict educational communities were not s ¢
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key, Lind Hutchinson, Tom Macy, i ’
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Robert Burman (S.J.) in his

article “The World Needs

Christiun - Community™  (Sis-

ters Today), asserts that love

makes the difference between

Chnstian community and any
4 i

Sharin
¢Xp¢r: ances llarn, ,,,]
and to

(I
axperienc ing and g

CEP Hopes for Real
Sense of Community

Living in the community we
experience many aspects of a
given personality, We grow in
knowledge of one another not
just through the classroom
and social events, but also
hrough cooking, cleaning

the “U""l

sl.m.nj HUTCHINSON L INDA

MR/MRS GERALD HUT

HAYFIELD MINN
TEL 477-3072_  BO)
CAMPUS EXT 231
JUNIOR MA JOH

€y
and
Q'\'Q".II“‘\ \"':‘J

e ling
)

entar-
parson

all not. \r(&d;vv\ Yrom|

dining  together meetings
planning events, sharing joys
and frustrations, shanng a
variety of expenences and ex
periencing the sharing. We get
a4 more encompassing under
stunding of cach other, a better
understanding of the subject
that matters — human relations

but

Also, in this atmosphere of

son, for him as a person
trrespective of his  ac
complishments, for his
ideas, his concerns.
responsibility for another
person, for their well-
being, health and happi
ness;

a real concern and dare
(inside and outside our-
selves und the commun
iy)

makes qll the
in the Sitterunce
worl
People make all $
the difSerence in
the world

Linda Hutchinson

CEP Hopes for Real
Sense of Community

So how do we the community
education project hope to build
a real sense of Christian com-
munity? How does the CEP
experience facilitate going be-
vond the functional, organ.
1zational sense of community?

better understanding, we feel
freer 10 be ourselves

What we are is reflected in
our relationships with other
people, and what we become
18 affected by those relation
ships. Committing oneself to
4 group ol persons means
more than promising to adapt
to them. It means a promise
to try to be open, accepling
and caring (and in practical
situations, those are not hollow
words)

We want to be ourselves
not only with women but also
with men. The segregated as-
pect of dormitory living made
total, normal friendship-type

October 14, 1969

We want to be ourselves
not only with women but also
with men. The segregated as-
pect of dormitory living made
total, normal friendship-type
relationships with the opposite
sex difficult, Sex, and the idea
of sex objects, was blown out
of proportion. We hope that
relationships between men and
women will be that of whole
persons to whole persons. Sex,
1s a factor; it is an integral
part of one's personality and
can be seen rightly only in the

perspective of the total per-
sonality

Ll\'lng in close contact in a
community of ten, we have
created an atmosphere simul-
taneously intense and casual
It is very easy to relax and be
yourself and yet there is always
present a calling forth to be-
come better than we are, to
become all that we are.

We are going to continue to
dream impossible dreams and
reach for unreachable stars
after all what's a heaven for
Christians

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,204

The Torch Oct. 14, 1969, p. 3 CEP Hopes for Real Sense of Community

ID image from the 1968-69 Student Directory



December 1, 1969

From the Minutes of the CSB Board of Trustees:
Dean Sister Mary Mark Donovan is supportive of the students

COMMUNITY EDUCATION PROJECT

Sister Mary Mark reported that she had been negative last year concerning the
comrunity education project, This year she and Father Raymond Pedrizetti who
meet with them weekly are impressed with the group in Avon. The project will be
evaluated with a written report at the end of this semester. Given the nature of
these students and their living-learning structure, she does not worry about their
rmorals. She believes that the future holds several options for students here: a
single-sex dorm or the Avon type of living in adjoining apartments, oT pos sibly a
co-ed dorm. She stresses the importance of having a faculty membexr living with
themn to help them form community. The parents of this group heartily approve.

The possible impact of this project upon the College's image was discus sed,
Defection of responsibility of administrators in this area has led to disaster on
some campuses. We hold ourselves responsible for the formation of the whole
student, We must consider these life styles in terms of our total philosophy.

...The Farm - CEP\CEP in CSB Archives\1969 12 01 Board of Trustees p. 3.pdf



“We can no longer pass along our responsibility. Our long
sleep is over.” These words from Dr. Lange’s orientation ad-
dress are indicative of the spirit of colleges across the country
towards wider involvement in the key issues of the year. The
new awareness of our basic commitments: to ourselves, our
colleges, our institutions and the public, was to be reflected in
various campus events. Moratorium Days provided the oppor-

1970 Sagatagan Yearbook

1970 Yearbook p. 8-9
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Student involvement precipitated with
the arrival of Time-out Day — a day set
aside for examination and re-evaluation of
the context of college living and learning.
The counterpart for Time-out Day evolved
into Do It Again Day; when students and
faculty confronted issues concerning the
obscure role of: the university as parent,
the Community Education Project, co-ed
dormitories, the Constitutionalization pro-
cess, and numerous reforms of the college
"‘establishment”’.

1970 Yearbook p. 9
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Jim Zwicker, Fr. Ray Pedrizetti, Linda Hutchinson, Margie Braun, Merodie Mankey,
Tom Macey, Kathy Pfarr, Pat Rdloff, Kris Newman, Ron Silvers, Steve Muth.

1970 Yearbook p. 142
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February 5, 1970

From the Minutes of the CSB Faculty: Dr. Idzerda has misgivings, and
Sister Mary Mark feels the students should have had a faculty resident

Community Education Project -- Sister Mary Mark

Sister Mary Mark stated that the purpose for her being on the agenda was to give the
‘ faculty members some information on the present CEP as it exists at Avon. During

the first semester, most of the CEP students took regular course work, some did
independent studies and all took a community education course under Father Raymond
Pedrizetti and Sister Mary Mark. These two moderators met with the students in

Avon every Tuesday from 8:00 to 11:00 p. m. and discussed, froim different aspects,

the nature of community. Sister Mary Mark said she had been pleased with the students
but felt we had failed them by not giving them a faculty member or other adult in
residence. She was asked how many other students are-now interested in a community
education project for the future and Sister answered that there are about 45.

Dr. Idzerda said that the decision making process regarding
the CEP is something that concerns him. The Board of Trustees had discussed the
CEP. The President's Council has discussed the CEP. The Board of Trustees will
discuss the CEP again during its next meeting and he will ask the Board to form an
Ad Hoc committee to visit the site and talk with the students themselves.
that if the Trustees say there will be no CEP, we're not going to have it. Dr. Idzerda

...The Farm - CEP\CEP in CSB Archives\1970 02 05 Faculty Meeting Minutes p. 2.jpg
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CEP Vetoed : i
By Board THE TORCH

by Ann Keefe

Possibility of a CEP (Community Education Pro
ect) for 1970 15 “obviously not a reality )
to Sister Mary Mark, CSB's Dean of Students

ording

Upon the February decision of the Board «
Trustees not to continue the CEP independent study
next year, much speculation and rumors have occurred
regarding the why

1pProvi

CEP ers relax before dinner

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,432
The Torch March 6, 1970
CEP Vetoed By Board by Ann Keefe

March 6, 1970
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The Record editorial

CEP and Administrations

For the past two years the administrative community of St. John’s and
St. Ben'’s has flirted cautiously with the idea, but never the principle, of com-
munity living in education. During this two year period of judicial coquetry
different students with different communal-type proposals have been dragged
down a road of legalistic inconsistency that typifies the legislative process
of this University,

This year, being no exception, the University structure is keeping alive its
precedent of following no precedent whatsoever. In a meeting of the St.
Benedict's Board of Trustees earlier in the it was whimsically de-
cided that none of the women from St. Benedict’s College would be allowed
to participate in any Community Education Projects that might happen to
emerge, The trustees’ paternal decisiveness in this ngnrd was deeply em-
bedded in the one smnzlh lhu 5o characterizes the “silent majority"; the
“‘power of public ignorance” or as Raymond Pedrizetti, OSB, put it, in mild-
er terms, “They came to a decision without doing much lnvesligau'on as to
what were the facts.”

March 20, 1970

There are currently at St. John’s and St. Ben’s four different sets of pro-
posals dealing with a communal orientation to education facing the ad-
ministrations, All of theee groups, like others in the past, are trying to open
up ch Is of dial with the decision-making bodies (what-
ever they may be) of the two colleges. They are attempting to follow the
much of the University that have, pre~
viously, provided little means, if nny, for mutual understanding, These groups
are willing to adhere to the University principle of a “free exchange of
ideas” while the trustees of St. Benedict’ s seem to disregard it at will.

It is evident that the students involved in these p are willing to
work responsibly with the University structure, Wlll the administrations re-
spond by providing a means for reasonable discussion? With the poslbmty
of four different groups the University has a chance to incorporate genuine
innovations that concern many different elements in the educational en-
vire If the inistrations cannot bear the risk involved, any com-
munication will, at best, result in mere banter, and St. John’s will once again
be plagued with a token ‘“‘experiment.”

Fuchs

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,34693

The Record March 20, 1970, p. 2

Editorial: CEP and Administrations Fuchs [Rich Fuchs, News Editor]
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April 15, 1970

CEP Dies; Minor Academic Projects Approved

By John Thavis

With the help of the newly-formed
Joint Council for Innovations in
Education, two experimental learn-

learning with the living environment
on campus, and help break down
many of the structural classroom
barriers we now experience.” Both
involve a student-designed course for

ing projects involving students from

both St.
seem well g
tion next
Council fo
proved bot|
present thej
mendation
Policy Cony
“The pr
its initiato

Another proposed experiment is
being presented directly to the St.
John’s Educational Policy Commit-
tee, since it includes only St. John’s
students. This accredited, interdis-
ciplinary course entails reading and
discussing several books throughout
the semester. At this point, its pros-
pects f.or approval also appear en-
couraging.

Unfortunately, a major proposal
that would have continued this year’s
Community Education Project seems
quite dead now. After the St. Bene-
dict's Trustees’ decision refusing co-
ed living for any experimental pro-
gram, a meeting between the stu-
dents, administrators, and trustees
was scheduled so that both points of
view could be understood. Three of

urse, ‘‘Human
the study of
hn life: the St.
kt’s on-campus
In Indian, and
r. The second
cans to be a
hristianity from
historical, post-
, the Christian

as a revolutionary, and Christianity
in other religions.

Hopefully, the projects will pro-
vide not only academic freedom for
each participant, but also the oppor-
tunily to build a community rela-
tionship with his co-learners. To-
ward that goal, arrangements will be
made so that students of each proj-
ect will live in the same dormitory
area, However, the possibility of
both men and women living together
—that is, a realistic community en-
vironment—has already been pre-
empted by a St. Benedict’s Board of
Trustees decision last February.

A new “Joint Council
for Innovations in
Education” is a ray of
hope, even as the
CEP comes to an end

the 11 St, Benedict's Trustees at-
tended that meeting, and apparently
their minds were unchanged. It re-
mains to be scen what the official
St. John's position is on this pro-
posal, and undoubtedly will remain
in question unless the Trustees of St.
Benedict’s retract their original
statement.

Nevertheless, the Joint Council for

Innovations is one important devel-
opment that has emerged in response
to this recent clamor for educational
experimentatior, In considering vir-
tually any experimental project, the
Council could ¢asily become a pow-
erful tool for all students. Perhaps
this ope step can stimulate the
“average” student into exploring the
possibilitics of his own education.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,34643

The Record April 15, 1970, p. 3 CEP Dies; Minor Academic Projects Approved By
John Thavis
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Dear Editor:

This letter is in response to your front
page story entitled, “CEP Vetoed by
Board,”” which appeared in the March 6th

issue of the TORCH. Being a member of

the CEP, [ think this letter deserves equal
time and space. | have several comments
about the Board's decision which I think
are important for students, faculty, par-
ents, and alumni to know

In making the decision to discontinue
the CEP program for the future, the
Board of Trustees have made a mistake.

It shocks me that the most powerful deci-
sion making body of the College would
make a decision about an educational
program without attempting to discover
any real knowledge based on empirical
evidence about that program.

The second Board Statement which 1
think should be examined is the Conclu-

fice of
the College of St. Benedict. Other col-
leges such as Macalaster and St. Olafs,
which have programs similar to CE.P.,
have given these programs official, positive
publicity and have helped to create a
favorable “image” of these experimental
programs. Of course, St. Ben's has never
any publicity,
much less positive publicity. However, it
seems to me that the task of a Public
Relations department is to favorably
influence public opinion. Had St. Bens
attempted this, I wonder if the “image™ of
the C.E.P. Might be different than the
Board of Trustees contends it is

What all this means is that the Board
of Trustees of the College of St. Benedict
made a decision to discontinue the C.E.P
program on the basis of what I will call
gossip and rumor. Since the Board had no
factual knowledge about the C.E.P., they
based their decision on *“public interpreta-
tion” of the program. Since the Public
Relations Office had given no official
publicity to the C.E.P., I can only conclude
that the “*public interpretation™ is without
any factual basis and is therefore based on
rumor and gossip. |

April 17, 1970

An Avon CEP student:
“The Board of Trustees have
made a mistake.”

I realize that all this may be a bit over-
stated, but I think the facts and issues are
startlingly clear. If St. Ben's is an institu-
tion which is ultimately controlled by
“public image™ and money, | wonder how
any instructor can feel reasonably secure
in what he teaches. The issues involved
here are ones of academic freedom and
just decision making. The Board of Trus-
tees in their decision about the C.E.P, have
dealt a tremendous blow to that freedom
and justice. I hope the board has the cour-
age to admit its mistake. Patricia Radloff

CEP.
Avon, Minn.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,4761

The Torch April 17, 1970 p. 2 Letter to the Editor by Patricia Radloff
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Dear Editor:

After the last edition of the Torch there
was much weeping and gnashing of teeth
because of the Board's action on next
vear's CEP. But | wonder if all of the
criticism has been properly channelled.

First of all, I do not think it unreason-
able that the Board consider the welfare
of the 621 students on this campus above
that of the 10 students living in Avon, The
criticism of the Community Education
Project by outside sources could jeopar-
dize this welfare. Whether this criticism is
valid or not (I know that much of it is not)
is not the question here. It exists, and as
long as it does exist, | do not think that
we can afford to lose prestige and money
(sorry —that’s reality) for the benefit of
10 students.

Now you're probably saying, “The
CEP does benefit the whole school.”
Frankly, I have seen little evidence of this
from this year's CEP. If they have con-

Another student:
The Board of Trustees
made the right call.

(cont. from p. 2) )
tributed much, the majonity of us don't
know about it. And if that's the case, then
the contribution is of little value.

So as not to put this matter entirely on
& quantitative scale, let me take another
point-of-view. Ideally, | think 10 students
are as important as 600, and the CEP a
worthwhile endeavor for these 10. But, are

even these 10 realiv benetitung brom !

W can talk all we want ahout the Chrns

pant adeat ot commuraty hiving and learn

2. but when we get night down o the

every day reality ol the matter has this
really worked this year? Maybe it has. But
just for once, how about an honest and
complete evaluation of the CEP totally
devoid of emotionalism and lofty 1deal-
ism??7?

Maureen Curran

April 17, 1970

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,4761 and

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,4762

The Torch April 17,1970, p. 2-3 Letter to the Editor by Maureen Curran
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May 11, 1970

Intrepid “Institutional Coordinator” Dr. Sy
Theisen relays the results of a student survey:

It was agreed that a vote of all students would be taken, and that a meeting of
interested students with top administrators would take place. A referendum
The question was whether they
At CSB, 425 or
At SJU,

was held by the student leaders on May 4th.
were agreeable to having co-ed housing on both campuses.
82% of the 517 students voted and 88% of the voters answered 'yes"

896 or 61% of the 1477 students voted, and 83% voted ''yes

...and mentions a remote chance of the
decision being overturned.

-1 ot 3 Teetl ¥ 21+ } + y . = 1 3
During the meeting with sev eral hundred interested students on the evening of
May 5th, the two presidents emphasized that no decision in favor 0-ed
n in favor of co-ed housing
would be made on the basis of a student vote. Dr. Idzerda told them he was con
fident that not one of y i - " »
1e of our adult advisory gr s W g rove i

B ot : : ry _I()L'll): would approve. However, it was
a ne question could be taken up with parents, alumnae, and advisory or

governing boards. ;2 se gr 5 3 T i » y

£ ards. If these groups all agreed to co-ed housing on both campuses,

practical steps would be studied.

TheFarm - CEP\CEP in CSB Archives\Coed Comm Contrv AC05.01F02Box1 1969-
70\1970 05 11 Theisen.pdf
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INTRODUCTION

1968 = 1969 has been a gignificant year at St. John's = St, Ben's.
For the first time, large numbers of students have besgun questicning
the educaticnal environment in which they find themselves, And they
have started to propose models with a definite view toward improving
that enviromment. Moreover, the results of all this activity will appear
beyond the plans, the proposalsy the dreams and schemes of individual
groupse Change has its bypreducts: dialogue, dissension, ands; hope-
fully, soulwsearching analysise It is the analysis that is most impor=

tant to the future of our institutions.

A11 of the
programs here mcludedg have their source in a view of educatiom
that is,in many waysga direct challenge to prevailing attitudes
and methods. The alternatives proposed represent an attempt on
the part of their creators to make tangible responses to indi-

vidual needs end institutlonal defleclencies. Impliecit in these

April 28, 1969

“Some Perspectives Concerning
Higher Ed at CSB and SJU"

by the Tri-College Study Action
Group (edited by Michael
Huppert and Tom O'Connell)

Senior Tom O’Connell

From 525:5 Tri-College study intro "Concerning Higher Ed at CSB/SJU" by Tom

O'Connell et al
Image: 1968 Winter SJU Alumni Magazine p. 5

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/815/rec/4
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MEMO TO: Sister Firmin, Sister Mary Mark
Father Hilary and Father Aldan

FROM: Stanley J. Idserda
DATE: April 23, 1969
SUBJECT: Community Study Projects

1 have mentioned to varfous student delegations from 8|
Salnt Don's that the Co-ed Dorm Project proposed for

A (pre-) Postscript April 23, 1969

At the same time, I think we should
seize the opportunity that the good will and the hard work of the students
offers to us. They are genuinely interested in creating integral learning
situations which will enhance community for those involved. Many that
I have talked to are willing to work out within our current living con-
ditions, new efforts to develop the kind of communality they seek.

been rejected by both our faculty and our Trustees, and that I thouph
it fruitloss to attempt any last minute revisions in their proposals

the hope of changing the decisfons, At the same time, I thi
solzo the opportunity that the good will and the hard
offers to us, They enuinely interested in creating inte
wituations which will enhance community for those Involve

1 have talked to are willing to work out within our current 1
ditions, new offorts to develop the kind of communality they

One group has suggestod that they arrange a common learni

for which they will get one course cradit, and that the women in the

projoct live together in a dorm at Saint ‘s, and the me
Joct live together in a dorm at Saint John's. Iencouraged
it and suggested that such a special learning project cortal
a course number or title which would enable them to pursy
they have in mind. I do hope that we can encourage any o
this kind,

In addition, I wonder if we could not take some initiative
some portions of the freshman class this autumn. For ind
might try assigning 10 students to the same adviser, have

g Even as the students were being turned

k of the students

sl down, President Idzerda saw value in

ving con-

their efforts — and foreshadowed future
! curricular developments.

In addition, I wonder if we could not take some initiative ourselves, with
some portions of the freshman class this autumn. For instance, we
might try assigning 10 students to the same adviser, have those students

live in the same section of the dormitory, and even assign the same
group as members of the same freshman section in a single course.

in the pro-

live in the same section of the dormitory, and even assign the same

group as members of the same freshman
With these elements of commonalty, the b
among that group of students are alread:

fon in a single

As you mi

programs.

ings of effective community
y = sht expect, this

is not an original idea. Where it has been tried, two results have been

noted: Higher morale and a lower attrition rate among students in such

course,

(Sounds a lot like Freshman Colloquium,
First Year Seminar, & FYX!)

The Farm - CEP\CEP in CSB Archives\Coed Comm Contrv AC05.01F02Box1 1969-
70\1969 04 23 Idzerda.pdf
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