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Our deep connection to the Bahamas began more than a century ago:

A4 Years of Service in the Bahamas, 1891 - 2068

m%snm:m the Bahama
enedictine Centennial in
January, 1991, Sir Henry Tay-

of the

Bahamas, paid tribute 1o the mission-

lor, Acting Governor General

ary monks of Saint John's with these
words: “The work of the Be
in the Bahamas is beyond anyone’s

estimation.” Key dates in the history

of Benedictine monks in the Bahamas
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Schreiner, OSB,
Apostle of the
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February 2, 1891
Chrysostom Schreiner, OSB, arrives

in Nassau and finds 65-70 Catt

page 20 The

April 4, 1892

Father Chrysostom is shipwrecked
near San Salvador Island and vows to
n the Bahamas i
T'hce ship’s passen-
gers and crew are rescued

June 23, 1893
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2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
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Text: 1956-06 Scriptorium Volume 15 Number 01 p.57

Father Chrysostom Schreiner

Schreiner, Father Chrysostom Peter, 0.S.B.: B-9 Dec. 1859, in
Jordan; Prof-24 Apr.1881; Ord-29 June 1884; D-3 Jan. 1928,was
infirmarian at SJ as a cleric and also after his ordination
until 1891. He was appointed vice-president of SJU on 16 Apr.
1865, and remained in that office until 19 Jan. 1891, when he
asked permission to go to assist Abbot Alexius at St.Anselm's
Church,New York City. At SJ Father Chrysostom was a brilliant
young priest, exact and full of ideas. He had a full, black
beard, and had a strong, vigorous, and commanding appearance.
Because of his energy and drive, he put through some needed
academic reforms at SJU. He put order and discipline into the
college, and the students respected him as a strict disci-
plinarian. By replacing the benches with chairs and introduc-
ing glasses and napkins, he refined the table manners of the
students. He was one of the prime movers to get a student pa-
per for SJU.

He was not in New York very long when Abbot Alex-
ius sent him to examine the possibilities of missionary work
in the Bahama Islands. He remained at Nassau from 1892 until
1925 as vicar forane and superior of the monks in the Baha-
ma Islands. He shouldered almost the entire burden of the
work and returned the insults of misunderstanding opponents
by building schools and churches and giving medical aidto the
poor. On 25 Feb,1893,he said the first Mass on Andros Island,
thus introducing Catholicism on the Out Islands. After much
study he determined the spot where Columbus had landed in 1492
and had the name of the island changed from Watlings to San
Salvador. By 1926 he was physically worn down, and, leaving
most of the work to younger monks, he retired to Riding Rock,
San Salvador Island, to open a new mission, There he died and
was buried by Father Gabriel Roerig, 0.S.B., his first co-la-
borer in the Bahama Missions.

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26177

Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34



“Father Chrysostom Schreiner left for the East to
assume charge of the Bahama mission, which had
been entrusted to the Fathers of St. John's by the
late Archbishop Corrigan of New York.

With all his wonted energy Father Chrysostom took
this difficult task in hand and despite countless
discouragements bore the labors and hardships of
this distant and humble mission with great patience.

Father Chrysostom'’s departure from the institution
elicited many expressions of regret from his many
friends. He did not forget them, however, but gave
an interesting account of himself and of the
conditions prevailing in his new field of labor
through the columns of The Record” (which he had
helped establish in 1888).

Text: Saint John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota: A Sketch of Its History, by Alexius Hoffmann, OSB Chapter 4,
1890-1894. https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook/hoffmannchapter4
Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
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April 4, 1891 (11 years before the Titanic)

“Oh my God, what a night of terrible suffering and anxiety. Eight
men in a mere shell in a bed of sunken rock, a heavy sea rolling over
the adjacent reef and rocking us to and fro, the volley of every heavy
wave exposing the hideous surface of the rocks, and eight miles away
from land.”

S ik

= During the harrowing hours Father Chrysostom spent in the life
boat, he made a vow that if his life was spared he would remain in the
Bahamas for the rest of his days as a missionary.

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26177
Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20

Bottom text: Worship & Work, p.209-210 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11143 and
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/11144




Worship & Work

Father Chrysostom had taught history at St. John’s before going
to the Bahamas, and his imagination was quickened by the thought
that he was now a missionary on the very islands first touched by

Columbus when he brought Catholicism to the Americas.

Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
Top text: Worship & Work, p.209-210 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11143 and

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/11144
Bottom: p.207 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11141



The

Arawak Indians Columbus found there, and called ‘Lucayans,’ disap-

| | peared under the pressures of European colonization and were gradual-

ly replaced in the eighteenth century by the many tribes of African

slaves deposited in the Bahamas to grow cotton, sisal for rope making,

pineapples and tomatoes. When England replaced Spain as an Ameri-
can empire builder the islands passed under the control of Britain.

Worship & Work )

4
— ! P

<l

. ‘ ),
(“...disappearediunder the pressures of European colonization...and were gradually
replaced...by...African slaves...” doesn’t.€onvey the horrors of the genocide)

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b4/Landing_of Columbus_%282%29.jpg/220px-
Landing_of Columbus_%282%29.jpg

Text: p.207 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/11141



Father Chry-

October 12, 1492: Columbus Lands in the Caribbean [k Gt R s I gty
to having the original name of San

Salvador restored to Columbus’ land-

Father Chrysostom organized fall and succeeded in this endeavor.

the first expedition investigating Co-
lumbus’ landing and sailed through the
same waters as Columbus had done. He
arrived at the conclusion, after care-
ful study and research, that Columbus
had landed on the south side of the
island where he could find a lee from
the ocean swells, while on the rocky
eastern shore there was no safe land-
ing beach. In 1956 the Bahamas Legis-
lature officially restored the name of
San Salvador to the island. On 25 Feb-
ruary 1951 a scientific expedition ar-
rived at the same conclusion as Father
Chrysostom had originally made, and
erected a bronze marker on Landing
Beach.

(Thus October 12t is Columbus Day — or Indigenous People’s Day)

Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20

Map: https://www.nationalgeographic.org/thisday/oct12/columbus-makes-landfall-caribbean/
Footnote 71, p. 561-562 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11549 and
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/11550



A Bahamas Chronology

2 February 1891 — Father Chrysostom Schreiner arrives in

Nassau where there are 65-70 Catholics at Saint Francis

Xavier Church, built in 1885-86.

21 June 1893—Father Chrysostom purchases Dunmore
House (built in 1786), a two-storey structure once used as a g s
military hospital. Henceforth call_ed‘ ’Th.e Priory,” this 10 July 1925 —Father Chrysostom retires to San Salvador
becomes the headquarters for Benedictines in the Bahamas. Island which he believed was the site of Columbus’ 1492
landing.

3 January 1928—Father Chrysostom dies in his sleep on
San Salvador and is buried there overlooking a probable
site of Columbus’ landing.

Milestones for Father Chrysostom

Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57

Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
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The community was
doing a great deal to
foster education in the

ELEINERS

The two milestone contributions to the Church in the Bahamas during
Bishop Bernard's regime w the of the convent of Blessed

Martin de P
19L2

ustine's Priory and school in
sisterhood was established,
of its Sisters were *aklng

r educational work. In the
ung men would seek admission

and assist i- car ,iﬂg on tha work of Benedictine edn cation,

(Bishop Bernard
Kevenhoester was in the
class of 1897 at St. John’s.)

Scriptorium August 1952 p.33 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/26056

Existing local social and economic conditions were such during this
period, however, that the fostering of vocations among the boys was
almost an impossibility without some means of watching over them for
the greater part of the day. The only solution to the problem appeared
to be the founding of a secondary school for them in the environment of
a monastery.

Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34

NOTE pronunciation: Saint ah-GUS-tin’s
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In 1943 the time was judged opportune to begin such a school; and on
January 3, 1945, St. Augustine's School, the first Catholic high school
for boysin the Bahamas, openedits doorsto thirty-five ambitious young-
sters, The school was then located temporarily in The Niche, -a small
building on the Priory grounds, 2

S “The Niche”

Text: Scriptorium August 1952 p.33 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26056
Front photo: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57
Background photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
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In 1943 the time was judged opportune to begin such a schools and on
January 3, 1945, St. Augustine's School, the first Catholic high school
for boysin the Bahamas, openedits doorsto thirty-five ambitious young=

t The school was then located temporarily in The Niche, -a small

ng on the Priory grounds., Plans were soon drawn forthe new mon-
astery and school; to be located on Fox Hill, four miles from the cen~
ter of Nassau, by the Rt. Rev, John Hawes, a former architect.

St. Augustine's Priory, Fox Hill, Nassau,

Top text: Scriptorium August 1952 p.33 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26056
Lower text: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57

Photo: Scriptorium August 1952 p.33 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/26056
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ructed Saint Augusti
of Nassa.

(Fox Hill, Nassau, looking south) The Record Sept. 28, 1956

NOTE: “College” means “High School” in the Bahamas

Image: The Record Sept. 28, 1956, p. 2 (of the supplement)
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30790/rec/1393
Text: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57

14



Sai;n: Mar\;’s i-lall was
added in 1954

: . o - g % = .

The latest air view of St. Augustine's Monastery and College, Nassau, Bahamas. The main group of buildings shows the monastery at the extreme lft. Thers are twenty rooms,
ten on the upper foor for the Fathers and ten on the lower floor for the Brothers. However, not all of the rooms are occupied at present. The wing adjoining the bell turret has the
Tefoctory and kitchen on the lower level and & dormitory for Brother candidates above.

Then comes an archway spanning the road leading down the monastery hill. The monastery pick-up truck is on its way down the hill, while the school bus is parked off on the
side of the road.

Next in line beyond the archway and moving to the right we see the crypt chapel. This building is still it will be the
the middle of the picture is part of one church tower, being used at present as a water tower.

Xt we come to the school buildings, first the classroom wing with rooms on two levels, and then at right angles to it St. Mary’s Hall, s it is called. This is s combination aud-
itorium and asserbly hall on the upper level. Coming down both sides of this building are twin stairways leading below to several more clas srooms, the school cafoteris, rocrea-
tion rooms, shower room and lsvatory. St. Mary’s Hall is built on the sloping side of the hill, snd thus grows in height as it descends the hilL. The black dots on the road at the
extreme right are boys coming up to school on their bicycles.

In the background beyond the monastery on the left we see the monastery vegetable garden. The two buildings beyond the garden are tho refrigeration plant to the left and
the gost barn, sn L-shaped building, to the right. Moving to the right in the background we ses a clearing for goat 3

Then to the extreme right, beyond the school buildings is the athletic field, with two basketball courts in the forefront, then a cricket field surrounded by & quarter-mile

track. The ttack was just put in this year. ?

The series of barrel-vault roofs in the Dbelow the at the left are shops and storage space.

The roadway goes up at the right, in front of the school, then out beyond the water tower and around under the archway between the monastery and crypt chapel and down
again in a graceful curve and straight away before the school. Within the curve of this road, on the hillside near the crypt chapel, is & circular pathway leading to the shrine of
Our Lady of Fatima. Photo courtesy Nassau Development Board

church. The tall tower to

The Record Sept. 28, 1956, p. 2 (of the supplement)
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30790/rec/1393




School buildings, built into the hillside in Collegeville!)

iii i" '.| b (A bit reminiscent of Saint John’s Prep School & Middle

(north facade)

The Record Sept. 28, 1956, p. 2 (of the supplement)
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30790/rec/1393
Color photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3
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d Iaying fields.

lege” soon moved to new facilities
built for the monastic community and
the students in the Fox Hill district east
of downtown Nassau on New
Providence Island. The school became
co-educational in 1967 with the consol-
idation of Xavier’s College, an all-girls
school founded in 1956 as an out-
growth of an academy begun in 1889
by the Sisters of Charity, the pioneer
educators in the Bahamas.

Beginning with an original class of . ]
35 boys and a faculty of five, the “col- . \
e, . .

Photo: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57
Text from Abbey Quarterly Winter 1995 p. 5 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19949/rec/82




Why Saint John’s University where
winter temperatures are thirty-below-
zero? We're from the Bahamas where
sixty-above calls for sweaters and fur
coats.

The Bahama-Collegeville connec-
tion began when the original Bene-
dictine missionary to the Bahamas,
Chrysostom Schreiner, encouraged
several young Bahamians to at
tend Saint John’s. Useph Baker and
Etienne and Eugene Dupuch were

among the first. Eugené composed

the “Johnny Fight Song” and became Pictured are :
legislat sen’s C 1 i I. to r: Pierre Dupuch, Dayrr Butier, M " . Spring 2008
a legislator, Queen’s Councilor and Dietrich Reinhart, 0SB, Saint John's P A Abbey Banner

Basi Chi aint Jc ssoci e Pres}

leading lawyer
& 7 dent for Advancamant.

There are 240 Bahamian alumni
of Saint John’s. As doctors, lawyers, “A Bahamian tribute to the Benedictines” by Pierre

teachers, politicians and civil servants Dupuch. Excerpts from an article published December
their influence is felt. 31, 2007, in The Nassau Guardian of the Bahamas

2008 Volume 08 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p. 18
Etienne Dupuch ‘28, Useph Baker 31, Eugene Dupuch ‘34
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To back up a bit:
In 1951, [Benedictine] Bishop Hagarty in the Bahamas petitioned Mother Richarda Peters to send
sisters from St. Ben’s to help the native sisters (in the St. Martin de Porres order) to affiliate with
the Benedictines....Thus began an affiliation between the two monastic communities.

2 September 1963 —The B1hamnn Sisters of Saint Martin
de Porres are affiliated with the Benedictine community of
Saint Benedict in Saint Joseph, Minnesota.

With Hearts
Expanded,
p.339

With Hearts Expanded, p. 338-340; photo p. 339
Bottom text: Text: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57




CSB'’s Largest Class
Graduates on Memorial

will be B

Day

In 1960, two Sisters from the
Bahamas attended CSB,
graduating in 1962.

They were Sister Mary Bernard
(Telzena) Coakley and
Sister Bernadette Powell.

With Hearts Expanded, p. 340
1962-05 The Benet Volume 27 Number 04 p.8
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/505/rec/1
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Telzena S. Maedene

Flag from https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/77/Bahamas_Flag.svg/1024px-

Bahamas_Flag.svg.png
Bahamans program history The Record 2003 12 11 p.5

By S. Carol Berg
CSB archivist

On July 10, 1973,
the Bahamas celebrat-
ed independence from
Great Britain.

That same year, two
alumnae of CSB: S.
Maedene Russell, OSB,
superintendent of Catholic
Schools in the Bahamas,
and Ms. Telzena Coakley,
senior officer in the gov-
ernment's Ministry of
Education, sought assis-
tance from the College of
St. Benedict to provide an
in-service program for
teachers in the Bahamas.
At the time, the Bahamas
had no four-year college
plan.

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31624

Photos in CSB Archives

s
.

Footprintsfi )
Sem r:':‘ &
O ardine & |l|.
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In 1973, when the Bahamas gained its
independence from Great Britain, its
government turned attention toward
improving the country’s educational
infrastructure. Its only homegrown college
was a two-year teacher-training institution.

If the Bahamas were to succeed in their newfound independence, education
was of the utmost importance.

The Bahamas needed more teachers with degrees— and its own bachelor’s
degree-granting colleges— and they asked CSB for assistance.

Flag from https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/77/Bahamas_Flag.svg/1024px-

Bahamas_Flag.svg.png
Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913

22



Back in 1958, the sisters at St. Ben’s
needed to attain higher education to be
qualified to teach in the schools.

S. Mary Anthony Wagner established
the Benedictine Institute for Sacred
Theology (BIST), which evolved into the
School of Theology.

Similarly, the teachers of the Bahamas needed to attain higher
degrees to be qualified to teach and hold other positions in the
schools, businesses and government of the Bahamas.
They also turned to St. Ben’s.

See Benedictine Institute of Sacred Theology (BIST) and Mary Anthony Wagner, OSB [2015]

23



In 1974, S. Kathleen Kalinowski, CSB Dean of Continuing Education, went to the
Bahamas to meet with Telzena and S. Maedene. (All three were CSB alumnae.)

Together they devised a plan to assist in the education of
Bahamian elementary school teachers, using the structure of the
Continuing Education program being perfected in Minnesota.

Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 150

1969 Kalinowski photo: 1969 Faculty Directory https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/1934
1973 Kalinowski photo: 1973 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 81

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/33426/rec/8
Other photos in CSB Archives

24



Footprints;fi )
s £, 4

Education, worked with

S. Maedene and Telzena 8
and in summer 1974
some courses were
offered in Nassau.

The Board of Trustees
approved an extension
program in 1975-1976.
Facilities were leased on the
grounds of St. Augustine
Priory.

Bahamans program history The Record 2003 12 11 p.5
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31624
Photo: Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.21
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24099/rec/34
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CSB'’s board of trustees a— = 3 SN

approved a program in - - B CSB's extension program used space in these
buildings “down the hill” from the Monastery.

Nassau where local teachers
offered evening and
weekend courses and CSB

faculty members offered ». "'*' '\“*I A

Saint Augustine’s Monastery, the college and p
- e

classes in summer. Students
in the program met CSB _
graduation requirements. ‘i‘
More than 400 students e
participated during the

program’s first 20 years.

The Bahamian students
generally spent their last
semester on the CSB &
SJU campuses.

Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 150, 152
Photo: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57




The program succeeded because of the work of many,
but a few key individuals carried much of the load.

In St. Joseph from 1978 to 1994 :

S. Kathleen S. Emmanuel Renner

AN

- >
T

S. Dolores Super ) s

Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 147

Kalinowski photo: 1971 yearbook p. 145 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/38449/rec/4
Super photo: 1991-92 CSBSJU Employee Photo Directory

Renner photo: Renner: O:\Archives\csbarchives\President's Office\President Emmanuel Renner, 1979-1996

27



In the Bahamas, S. Clare Rolle ran the program for a
few years, as did S. Mary Patricia Russell in her wake.
Telzena Coakley directed it from 1977 to 1990.

S. Clare Rolle Telzena Coakley

‘ S. Mary Patricia Russell

Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 147
Rolle photo from 1973-74 Student Directory; other photos in CSB Archives.

28



Local St. k
graduates ¢

“This year marks the ith &
ot of the Colley

Under the direction of S. Kathleen, the Center for Continuing
Education welcomed these nontraditional students.

will preside. The reading will be done
by Minister of Education and Culture

provided by S Francis Choir
Cheistopher Richardson.

“The College of St. Benedict Board of
Trotess vil be repessanied by Sr.

i e dircctor and assistant
director, respectively altended this
ceremony

During the past yoar, 30 Bahamian

mes,
, Miriam P Knowles, Cynthi

Love.
Eloise A Mackey, Sylvia M. 0
Brien, Daisy A. Pinto: Jose

1980 photo and newspaper clipping both in the CSB Archives
Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 148.

29



Over the years, CSB
developed a strong
base in the Bahamas,
consisting of non-
traditional students
and an increasing
number of college-
aged Bahamian
women.

1983 CSB

May 21, 1983 Graduation Telzina Coakley, Program Director, and graduates. Photo in CSB Archives.
Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 148, p. 153.
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More than 400
students
participated
during the
program’s first

20 years.

1985 SJU - ‘

1985 SJU Graduation. Photo in CSB Archives.
Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 150
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Most of them—
well into adulthood
and settled in their

lives—left
husbands and
children behind,
arriving in central
Minnesota in late™

January to live in
the International
House Apart ts
in St. Joe.

1985 CSB

AT THE COLLEGE OF ST. BENEDICT, MAY 24
From left to right:

Chotlotta Rahming, Jacqueline Humes, Allyson Mycklewhyte, Veronicd Roberts
Setheslean Ash, Veronica Knowels, Theresa Hepburn, Beverly Symonette,
Marina Sands, The Bahamas Programme Director Telzena Coakley, Joycelyn
Ferguson, Catherine Brown, Anita Longley, Dellareece Adderley, Willamae
Miller, June Poitier, Yvonne Heath, Deborah Stuart and Allyson Thompson.

, 1985 Commencement,

May 24, 1985 Graduation. Photo in CSB Archives.
Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 152
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1986 CSB

May 1986 Graduation. Photo in CSB Archives.
Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 152

In a show of
Benedictine
hospitality, coats,
boots, mittens, and
scarves awaited the
Bahamians arriving
for the “spring”
semester each year.

Many reported
finding welcome and
support, especially
among their teachers
and especially in the
Education
Department.
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The program thrived because

it met the educational needs
of Bahamians (and their
families) who were willing to
make sacrifices to get their
degrees.

1988 SJU Graduation. Photo in CSB Archives.
Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 147, 151.
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Pamrika Ferguson, Delta Epsilon Sigma 1984
Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p.

In 1983, Pamrica Ferguson graduated from CSB.

She was 45 years old, a hospital infection control
officer in Nassau who, upon graduation, planned to
become an elementary school teacher.

Her son was a SJU junior, and her daughter completed
two years at CSB.

She was the fourth female in her family to attend CSB.

150
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Atkins, Annette.

Her three sisters all came from the Bahamas for her graduation.

Pamrica (second from left) is joined at her graduation by her siblings Pandora (’78), Telzena

(’62—director of the CSB extension program in the Bahamas), and Dorothy (

Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 150
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A
In 1994, the SJU Board |8

of Regents joined the

CSB Board of Trustees to

sponsor what became

known as BUC-- In the late 1990s the BUC would be located in the older

Benedictine University building at St. Augustine’s — which needed a little work first.

College.

Bahamans program history The Record 2003 12 11 p.5
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31624
Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.FO1 Box 3
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(After)

Bahamans program history The Record 2003 12 11 p.5
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31624
Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.FO1 Box 3

(Before)
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(SJP’s 2008 Middle School addition, also built
into the hillside, bears some resemblance!)

Left photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3
Right photo, by the archivist, in SJU Archives.
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Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3
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WINTER 1995: 14 January, the 20th
anniversary of the establishment of the -
College of St. Benedict/Saint John's

University Continuing Education
Program was celebrated. That pro-

gram was begun two decades ago by
the College of St. Benedict to assist in a
program that would provide a bache- -

lor’s degrees program for Bahamians.

Over the years, faculty members from I

the College of St. Benedict and Saint it 72

John's Universtiy taught in the pro-

gram in Nassau and arranged for

Bahamian students to spend a semes-

ter or more completing course require-

ments at either Minnesota Benedictine

campus. - During the past 20 years, over 400
Bahamian men and women have
earned their BA degrees through the
program in which some 35 SJU and

CSB faculty members have participated.

Last year the program became known

the CSB/SJU Bahamas Campus, its

offices, classrooms and library recently

relocated in the newly renovated facili-
§ ties at Saint Augustine’s College.

St. Mary’s Hall -~

Abbey Quarterly Winter 1995 p. 5 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19949/rec/82
Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3



Abbey Quarterly Winter 1996

Bahamas Benedictines Activities

By Daniel Durken, OSB

AUGUSTINE'S COLLEGE

work of the Bahama
of St
Augustine’s College (SAC) which has
just b n its second half-century of
operation. The current enrollment in
grades 7-12 is 942 students, just eight
short of capacity. About 38% of the
e Catholic. The faculty
wers 60 teachers, 34 of whom are
amians. The rest come from
ies as Canada. Ireland

Scotland, England

January he ta an interim class on

The school offers a well rounded
educational program focused on col-
lege preparation. Forty percent of its
graduates go directly to colleges in
the USA; 50% attend the two-year
College of the Bahamas in Nassau or
take classes at the Bahamas Campus
of the College of St. Benedict/St.
John's University continuing educa-
tion program and then transfer to
schools abroad. The cost of a SAC
education is currently $1,920 per year

cation of the popularity of
SAC is that in late January of this year

the United States. Two 1995 graduates 2 2
some 460 students took the entrance

exam for the 180 available places in
the seventh grade for the fall term

A cloister walk of Saint Augustine’s Monastery, BIL.

Abbey Quarterly winter 1996 p. 6 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/20006/rec/86
Photo p. 13 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/20013/rec/86




In 1997, longtime
CSB faculty

member, dean, and
VP Chuck Villette
was named director
and dean of the
BUC.

Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3
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Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.FO1 Box 3
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1998-10-29 Connections p.1

CSB/SJU

Biermaier Named to Succeed Villette as Rector and Dean
of Benedictine University College (Bahamas)

After discussion
over some time with Dr.

les Villette concern:

ing the direction for

Benedic University

College (Bahamas) and
hisown professional and
personal concerns, we

mutually rec ze that

a change in the leader
ship of BUC is neces-
sary. We have

of the changes in the ap

approved

pointment. Dr. Villette
will be relieved of his

ongoing responsibilitics

®

rector and dean of
nedictine University College by the end of this fall term. We

wish to thank him for the dedicared and gencrous service which he

CONNECTIONS

October 29, 1998

Economist Barry
Eichengreen to Speak as
Part of Clemens Lecture
Series

The SJU Clemens Lecture Series will
host economist Barry Eichengreen to present

a lecrure on “The Asian Flu and the Global
Financial Crisis: Can We Prevent this from

The lecture will be held
at8 p.m. in the Stephen
B. Humphrey Theater of SJU. The series is
gift from William L. and Vir
t. Cloud.

funded
ginia Clem
Barry Eich

young scholar in inter

1, an accomplished
ational finance and
economics, is both John L. Simpson profes

sor of cconomics and professor of political

science at the University of California at
Berkeley. He has just completed a term as

senior policy adviser for the International

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/2212/rec/25

45



Sister Ann Marie Biermaier
takes over for Dr. Villette in 1999

Biermaier Succeeds Villette as Rector

and Dean of Benedictine University

(,'a//(‘;;; (Bahamas) ’
Ann Marie

Biermaier OSB, asso-

ciate professor of edu- )

cation, will succeed 7

Charles Villette as

rector and dean of

Benedictine Ann Marie Biermaier, OSB

University College. L '

Her responsibilities Blormaler

began January 1999. Biermaier has had

long experience with Benedictine

University College throughout its growth

i Saint Benedict's Saint John's Magazine Spring 1999
over th past 25 years.

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/6616/rec/26
1999-03 Saint Benedict's Saint John's Magazine Spring p.13

Close-up 1998-10-29 Connections p.1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/2212/rec/25
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Beahainian Student Shares hmages of I

5T JOWS UMIVERSITY
pr——

Despite the differences in geography, race, and culture between the

Bahamian students and the white Minnesota students, CSB and the
Bahamian students from 1975 to 1994 developed a special relationship

that grew out of CSB’s continuing education program

Since the 1920s, CSB and SJU have welcomed Bahamian students—
more than 1,000 women and men—to their campuses. Many of those
students are “college-aged” and throw themselves into multiyear de
gree programs; they join campus organizations (often the International

Student Clubs) and serve in student government

CSB/SJU Today, spring 2000, p. 16-17 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/1504/rec/5
Text from Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 147
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And then: New colleges sprang up
in the Bahamas by the

CSB/SJU funded college in mid-1990s, offering more

competition to BUC.
Bahamas closed Dec. 2000 The College of the

Bahamas decided to
By S. Carol Berg become a four-year bach-
CSB archivist i elor degree institution,
On July 10, 1973, : V. % and in 1 a Baptist
the Bulmimb uc?zgml- F('.'\'.‘Tf))l'luti‘,:n o institutiggipene‘()j up.
ed independence from
Great Britain.

Fom o

CE archives t,\"ll ‘ Recruitment for BUC
e, ™ fell, and by 1998 there

That same year, two y R
alumnae of CSB: S. (F - was a large budget
Maedene Russell, OSB, By b J deficit. In December
superintendent of Catholic Pieeotive . 2000 BUC closed.
Schools in the Bahamas,
and Ms. Telzena Coakley,
senior officer in the gov-

University College, -
offered all the majors and The Benedictines had

"o AR degrees of the sponsorin, H
ernment's Ministry of &r P 5 succeeded: Bahamians were
Education, sought assis-  Podies, CSB and SJU. . .
ot For many years, sum- able to access higher education.
or O in o

Bahamans program history The Record 2003 12 11 p.5
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31624



Twenty-five years.ag, the Ct Saint Benedict began
a relationship with the people of the Bahamas by responding
to a request to assist with in- yrograms for teachers. The
rogram was intended to serve the needs of elementary

s who were seeking a four-year bachelor’s degree.

mall and focused beginning was encouraged
vof E and by 1975-76, the CSB Board of Trust
sed to the addition of evening classes in the accredited
1 certificatior n. Since 1994 the CSB Board of
Trustees and the SJU B f Regents have jointly spor 1
SJU Bahamas . In 1997, CSB/SJU Bahamas
was officially r §Benedici Jniversity Col
ceredited undergraduate colle This rela
tionship has proved me UCCH L. Cu ly, Sister Ann
Marie Biermaier OSB, is the rector and dean of BUC.

When the pro; n began in 1974, there was no other four-
year institution on the island and few two-year options. Since

then, educational options in the Bahamas have expanded to

include several two and four-year programs — options not

available to students in 1974. The work of the Benedictine s
ters in the Bahamas set the course for a successful, readily avail-

able education in N

CSB/SJU Today, spring 2000, p. 16-17 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/1504/rec/5

The missionofSthetivo LS. Benedictine.communities, to
serve God through worship and work in the greater community,
will always continue. The work of Benedictine University Col
lege offered a unique off-site opportunity provided by one, then
most recently two, Benedictine institutions of higher education
in the United States. The educational needs we once served can
now be met by others. The ongoing liberal arts educatibnfwe
offer is centered in Minnesota where we continueto welcome Ba

cipate at CoB/SJUasdfour-year students, much
as they havesinte'the early pastofithe 20th century

Having fulfilled the goal of making quality, higher education

ulable to the Bahamian people, the CSB Board of Trustees
and SJU Board of Regents voted and approved a resolution on
Friday, May 5, recommending the Benedictine University Col
lege discontinue its operations by December 31, 2000.

Benedictine education in the Bahamas is firmly rooted on the
secondary level at St. Augustine’s College and will continue to
be. We will continue to encourage the enrollment of Bahamian
students interested in attending CSB/SJU, and will work closely
with current Bahamian students and faculty during this time
of transition

CSB/SJU Today Spring 200!
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Bennie friends and family of Telzena Coakley gathered at Saint Ben's in
June to honor her as a recipient of the S. Emmanuel Renner Service Award.
- - - Pictured with the award from front row, left to right: Alfreda Cooper ‘77,
directing Benedictine University College, Mariyn Darville, Telzena Coakley '62, Mary Hinton (CSB president), Sharon

“Coakley is considered a trailblazer, both
at CSB and in the Bahamas. Aside from

she had a powerful role in enriching,
molding, and strengthening the
relationship between CSB and the

Lockhart, Telzena Shervette Coakley, Dorothy Coakley Lockhart ‘77, Back
row, left to right: S. Ann Manie Biermaier '69, 0SB, S. Theresa Schumacher
'69, 0SB, Evelyn Alfred, Stephanie Ferguson, Tiya Coakley, Helen Kwan,
women of the Bahamas.” Jean Bain '83, Sade Lockhart-Bain 19,

Challenging Women Since 1913, c2013, p. 150-151 Saint Benedict's Magazine Fall 2017

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/9439/rec/34
2017-09 Saint Benedict's Magazine Fall p.39
Left text from Atkins, Annette. Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 150-151.
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As for the

Monastery:

1967 — Saint Augustine’s Monastery becomes an indepen-
dent priory.

Text: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57

Photo: Abbey Quarterly Winter 1995 p. 5 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19949/rec/82
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...but its independence didn’t last:

4 June 1990 — Saint Augustine’s Monastery is reaffiliated
with Saint John's Abbey as a dependent community.

= G

‘m”.t""':;;’ Pty 2005 pade 2

Text: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57

Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.21
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24099/rec/34
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Five years later:

Benedictine University College Discontinues

Having fulfilled the goal of making quality, higher education available to the Bahamian
people, the College of Saint Benedict Board of Trustees and the Saint John's University
Board of Regents voted and approved a resolution on 5 May, recommending the
Benedictine University College (BUC), Nassau, Bahamas, discontinue its operations by
31 December 2000.

Since BUC’s founding, initially in 1974 when there were no other four-year institutions
on the island and few two-year dptions for the Bahamian people, several two- and four-
year programs have been founded there, and can now meet those educational needs of
the people.

Benedictine education in the Bahamas is still firmly rooted on the secondary school level
at Saint Augustine’s College, a seventh through twelfth grade school that will continue
its work and encourage enrollment of Bahamian students interested in further education
at the College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University.

Abbey Quarterly Spring 2000

Abbey Quarterly spring 2000 p. 12
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/20251/rec/103




And five years after that: i x depuiidin) shicirind

of the abbey, ¢

flective Jun

due to the lack of monastic p

1o adequately

This 1786 home of Governor Dunmon
The Priory, first headquarters of Bet

Bahamas Mission

to Close — |
Highlights of Its History

by Daniel Durken, OSB

2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SIUArchives/id/24098/rec/34

stall’ the monastery

Abbey Banner Spring 2005
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Though Saint Augustine’s Monastery has closed, Saint Augustine’s College
(high school) still exists. The former BUC site is now home to Omega College.

e T

B e T o .
=

% Saint Augustine
— e
e S - 7
= =

~_Omega'Callege

Image: https://www.google.com/maps/@25.0477232,-77.3049699,944a,35y,168.54h,71.6t/data=!3m1!1e3?hl=en

Omega website: Omegahttp://www.omegacollegebahamas.com/about.htm
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® Galilee College

5 g

Bahamas:
% AcsdemyloflSDA

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Omega+College/@25.0382703,-
77.353813,13431m/data=!13m1!1e314m5!3m4!1s0x892f7c3e5a7e7d13:0x2a7834efdeb1186e!8m2!3d25.0458099!4

d-77.305202?hl=en
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To learn more about St. Ben’s connection to the Bahamas:

With Hearts Expanded: Transformations in the Lives of Challenging women since 1913:
Benedictine Women, St. Joseph, Minnesota, 1957 to 2000 the College of Saint Benedict

404 pages 266 pages L
North Star Press of St. College of Saint s . %
Cloud, 2000. Benedict Press, 2

=
2013. Challenging

Available online in the 77
Women

CSB/SJU Libraries’ Digital Available in the
Commons collection and in CSB and SJU
print in the libraries. Libraries’ print

collections.

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/9439/rec/34
2017-09 Saint Benedict's Magazine Fall p.39
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To learn more about St. John’s LI 1) L) N

(and St. Ben’s) connection to

the Bahamas: T }"l E S E
Upon These Rocks: lj\ () C l< S v

Catholics in the Bahamas
by Colman Barry, OSB

582 pages

St. John's Abbey Press, 1973.

Upon these rocks;: Catholics in the Bahamas by Colman Barry OSB, 1973.
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THE BAHAMAS
Florida

Compiled in September-October 2019
from resources in the Archives of
Saint John’s University,

Saint John’s Abbey,

Saint Benedict’s Monastery, and
the College of Saint Benedict

by Peggy Landwehr Roske,
CSB/SJU Archivist.
All rights reserved.

Map:
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&id=CE006564CBD4D4AD71075622321FCB8CC2CBD378&thid=
OIP.G3GZsylJV_uhVz2WsJ8VvgHaGl&mediaurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationsonline.org%2Fmaps%2Fbahamas_map
.jpg&exph=1066&expw=1200&q=bahamas+map+uncopyrighted&selectedindex=4&ajaxhist=0&vt=0&eim=1

Hurrican image: https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/News/video/hurricane-dorian-slams-bahamas-cat-65337869
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