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The Bahamas’ Connection

The Record
September 20, 2019

…in the news 
thanks to 
Hurricane 
Dorian

to St. John’s 
& St. Ben’s

The Record Sept. 20, 2019, p. 8
Map: 
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&id=CE006564CBD4D4AD71075622321FCB8CC2CBD378&thid=
OIP.G3GZsylJV_uhVz2WsJ8VvgHaGl&mediaurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationsonline.org%2Fmaps%2Fbahamas_map
.jpg&exph=1066&expw=1200&q=bahamas+map+uncopyrighted&selectedindex=4&ajaxhist=0&vt=0&eim=1
Hurrican image: https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/News/video/hurricane-dorian-slams-bahamas-cat-65337869
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Our deep connection to the Bahamas began more than a century ago:

2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
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Text: 1956-06 Scriptorium Volume 15 Number 01 p.57
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26177
Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
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“Father Chrysostom Schreiner left for the East to 
assume charge of the Bahama mission, which had 
been entrusted to the Fathers of St. John’s by the 
late Archbishop Corrigan of  New York. 

With all his wonted energy Father Chrysostom took 
this difficult task in hand and despite countless 
discouragements bore the labors and hardships of 
this distant and humble mission with great patience. 

Father Chrysostom’s departure from the institution 
elicited many expressions of regret from his many 
friends. He did not forget them, however, but gave 
an interesting account of himself and of the 
conditions prevailing in his new field of labor 
through the columns of The Record” (which he had 
helped establish in 1888).

Text: Saint John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota: A Sketch of Its History, by Alexius Hoffmann, OSB Chapter 4, 
1890-1894. https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook/hoffmannchapter4
Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
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2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
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April 4, 1891 (11 years before the Titanic)

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26177
Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
Bottom text: Worship & Work, p.209-210 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11143 and 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11144
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Worship & Work

Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
Top text: Worship & Work, p.209-210 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11143 and 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11144
Bottom: p.207 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11141
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(“…disappeared under the pressures of European colonization…and were gradually 
replaced…by…African slaves…” doesn’t convey the horrors of the genocide)

Worship & Work

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b4/Landing_of_Columbus_%282%29.jpg/220px-
Landing_of_Columbus_%282%29.jpg
Text: p.207 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11141
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October 12, 1492: Columbus Lands in the Caribbean

(Thus October 12th is Columbus Day – or Indigenous People’s Day)

Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
Map: https://www.nationalgeographic.org/thisday/oct12/columbus-makes-landfall-caribbean/
Footnote 71, p. 561-562 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11549 and 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11550
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Milestones for Father Chrysostom

Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57
Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
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The community was 
doing a great deal to 

foster education in the 
Bahamas.

(Bishop Bernard 
Kevenhoester was in the 

class of 1897 at St. John’s.)

Scriptorium August 1952 p.33 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26056
Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
NOTE pronunciation: Saint ah-GUS-tin’s
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“The Niche”

Text: Scriptorium August 1952 p.33 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26056
Front photo: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57
Background photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
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Top text:  Scriptorium August 1952 p.33 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26056
Lower text:  Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57
Photo:  Scriptorium August 1952 p.33 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26056
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The Record Sept. 28, 1956

NOTE:  “College” means “High School” in the Bahamas

Monastery
School

(Fox Hill, Nassau, looking south)

Image: The Record Sept. 28, 1956, p. 2 (of the supplement)
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30790/rec/1393
Text:  Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57
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Saint Mary’s Hall was 
added in 1954

Monastery
School

The Record Sept. 28, 1956, p. 2 (of the supplement)
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30790/rec/1393
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(A bit reminiscent of Saint John’s Prep School & Middle 
School buildings, built into the hillside in Collegeville!)

(north facade)

The Record Sept. 28, 1956, p. 2 (of the supplement)
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30790/rec/1393
Color photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3
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Monastery
School

School sports fields (1948) and classrooms (1965) 
with more buildings added in 1966-1969

(after the school became co-ed) 

Photo: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57
Text from Abbey Quarterly Winter 1995 p. 5  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19949/rec/82
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“A Bahamian tribute to the Benedictines” by Pierre 
Dupuch. Excerpts from an article published December 
31, 2007, in The Nassau Guardian of the Bahamas 

‘31
‘28
‘34

Spring 2008 
Abbey Banner

2008 Volume 08 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p. 18
Etienne Dupuch ‘28, Useph Baker ’31, Eugene Dupuch ‘34
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To back up a bit:
In 1951, [Benedictine] Bishop Hagarty in the Bahamas petitioned Mother Richarda Peters to send 
sisters from St. Ben’s to help the native sisters (in the St. Martin de Porres order) to affiliate with 

the Benedictines….Thus began an affiliation between the two monastic communities.

With Hearts 
Expanded, 

p. 339

With Hearts Expanded, p. 338-340;  photo p. 339
Bottom text: Text: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57
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In 1960, two Sisters from the 
Bahamas attended CSB, 
graduating in 1962.  

They were Sister Mary Bernard 
(Telzena) Coakley and 
Sister Bernadette Powell.  

With Hearts Expanded, p. 340
1962-05 The Benet Volume 27 Number 04 p.8
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/505/rec/1
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Telzena S. Maedene

Flag from https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/77/Bahamas_Flag.svg/1024px-
Bahamas_Flag.svg.png
Bahamans program history The Record 2003 12 11 p.5
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31624
Photos in CSB Archives
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In 1973, when the Bahamas gained its 
independence from Great Britain, its 
government turned attention toward 
improving the country’s educational 
infrastructure. Its only homegrown college 
was a two-year teacher-training institution. 

The Bahamas needed more teachers with degrees— and its own bachelor’s 
degree-granting colleges— and they asked CSB for assistance.

If the Bahamas were to succeed in their newfound independence, education 
was of the utmost importance.

Flag from https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/77/Bahamas_Flag.svg/1024px-
Bahamas_Flag.svg.png
Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913
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Back in 1958, the sisters at St. Ben’s 
needed to attain higher education to be 
qualified to teach in the schools.  

S. Mary Anthony Wagner established 
the Benedictine Institute for Sacred 
Theology (BIST), which evolved into the 
School of Theology.

Similarly, the teachers of the Bahamas needed to attain higher 
degrees to be qualified to teach and hold other positions in the 

schools, businesses and government of the Bahamas.  
They also turned to St. Ben’s.

See Benedictine Institute of Sacred Theology (BIST) and Mary Anthony Wagner, OSB [2015] 
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In 1974, S. Kathleen Kalinowski, CSB Dean of Continuing Education, went to the 
Bahamas to meet with Telzena and S. Maedene.  (All three were CSB alumnae.) 

Together they devised a plan to assist in the education of 
Bahamian elementary school teachers, using the structure of the 

Continuing Education program being perfected in Minnesota.

1973

1969

Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 150
1969 Kalinowski photo: 1969 Faculty Directory https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/1934
1973 Kalinowski photo: 1973 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 81 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/33426/rec/8
Other photos in CSB Archives
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Bahamans program history The Record 2003 12 11 p.5
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31624
Photo: Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.21
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24099/rec/34
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Monastery
School

CSB’s board of trustees 
approved a program in 
Nassau where local teachers 
offered evening and 
weekend courses and CSB 
faculty members offered 
classes in summer. Students 
in the program met CSB 
graduation requirements. 
More than 400 students 
participated during the 
program’s first 20 years.

The Bahamian students 
generally spent their last 
semester on the CSB & 
SJU campuses. 

CSB’s extension program used space in these 
buildings “down the hill” from the Monastery.

Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 150, 152
Photo: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57
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The program succeeded because of the work of many, 
but a few key individuals carried much of the load. 

In St. Joseph from 1978 to 1994 :

S. Kathleen S. Emmanuel Renner

S. Dolores Super

Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 147
Kalinowski photo: 1971 yearbook p. 145 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/38449/rec/4
Super photo: 1991-92 CSBSJU Employee Photo Directory 
Renner photo: Renner: O:\Archives\csbarchives\President's Office\President Emmanuel Renner, 1979-1996
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In the Bahamas, S. Clare Rolle ran the program for a 
few years, as did S. Mary Patricia Russell in her wake. 

Telzena Coakley directed it from 1977 to 1990.

Telzena Coakley

S. Mary Patricia Russell

S. Clare Rolle 

Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 147
Rolle photo from 1973-74 Student Directory; other photos in CSB Archives.
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1980 
CSB

Under the direction of S. Kathleen, the Center for Continuing 
Education welcomed these nontraditional students.

1980 photo and newspaper clipping both in the CSB Archives
Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 148.
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1983  CSB

Over the years, CSB 
developed a strong 

base in the Bahamas, 
consisting of non-

traditional students 
and an increasing 

number of college-
aged Bahamian 

women.  

May 21, 1983 Graduation Telzina Coakley, Program Director, and graduates. Photo in CSB Archives.
Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 148, p. 153.
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More than 400 
students 

participated 
during the 

program’s first 
20 years.

1985 SJU

1985 SJU Graduation. Photo in CSB Archives.
Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 150
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1985 CSB

Most of them—
well into adulthood 
and settled in their 

lives—left 
husbands and 

children behind, 
arriving in central 
Minnesota in late 
January to live in 
the International 

House Apartments 
in St. Joe. 

May 24, 1985 Graduation. Photo in CSB Archives.
Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 152
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1986 CSB

In a show of 
Benedictine 
hospitality, coats, 
boots, mittens, and 
scarves awaited the 
Bahamians arriving 
for the “spring” 
semester each year. 

Many reported 
finding welcome and 
support, especially 
among their teachers 
and especially in the 
Education 
Department.

May 1986 Graduation. Photo in CSB Archives.
Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 152
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1988 SJU

The program thrived because 
it met the educational needs 

of Bahamians (and their 
families) who were willing to 
make sacrifices to get their 

degrees. 

1988 SJU Graduation. Photo in CSB Archives.
Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 147, 151.
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In 1983, Pamrica Ferguson graduated from CSB. 

She was 45 years old, a hospital infection control 
officer in Nassau who, upon graduation, planned to 
become an elementary school teacher. 

Her son was a SJU junior, and her daughter completed 
two years at CSB. 

She was the fourth female in her family to attend CSB. 

Pamrika Ferguson, Delta Epsilon Sigma 1984
Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 150
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Her three sisters all came from the Bahamas for her graduation.

Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 150
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In the late 1990s the BUC would be located in the older 
building at St. Augustine’s – which needed a little work first.

Bahamans program history The Record 2003 12 11 p.5
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31624
Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3
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(After)

(Before)

Bahamans program history The Record 2003 12 11 p.5
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31624
Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3 
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(SJP’s 2008 Middle School addition, also built 
into the hillside,  bears some resemblance!)

Left photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3 
Right photo, by the archivist, in SJU Archives.
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Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3
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:

St. Mary’s Hall

Abbey Quarterly Winter 1995 p. 5  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19949/rec/82
Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3
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Abbey Quarterly Winter 1996 

Abbey Quarterly winter 1996 p. 6  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/20006/rec/86
Photo p. 13 https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/20013/rec/86
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In 1997, longtime 
CSB faculty 

member, dean, and 
VP Chuck Villette

was named director 
and dean of the 

BUC.

Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3
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Photo in CSB Archives: AC 07.47.F01 Box 3
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1998-10-29 Connections p.1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/2212/rec/25
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Sister Ann Marie Biermaier 
takes over for Dr. Villette in 1999

Saint Benedict's Saint John's Magazine Spring 1999

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/6616/rec/26
1999-03 Saint Benedict's Saint John's Magazine Spring p.13
Close-up 1998-10-29 Connections p.1
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/2212/rec/25
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CSB/SJU Today, spring 2000, p. 16-17  http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/1504/rec/5
Text from Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 147
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The Benedictines had 
succeeded: Bahamians were 

able to access higher education.

And then:

Bahamans program history The Record 2003 12 11 p.5
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31624
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CSB/SJU Today Spring 2000

CSB/SJU Today, spring 2000, p. 16-17  http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/1504/rec/5
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Challenging Women Since 1913, c2013, p. 150-151                                                                  Saint Benedict's Magazine Fall 2017

“Coakley is considered a trailblazer, both 
at CSB and in the Bahamas. Aside from 
directing Benedictine University College, 
she had a powerful role in enriching, 
molding, and strengthening the 
relationship between CSB and the 
women of the Bahamas.” 

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/9439/rec/34
2017-09 Saint Benedict's Magazine Fall p.39
Left text from Atkins, Annette.  Challenging Women Since 1913, p. 150-151.
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As for the 
Monastery:

Text: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57
Photo: Abbey Quarterly Winter 1995 p. 5  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19949/rec/82
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…but its independence didn’t last:

Text: Winter 1991 Abbey Quarterly p. 6-7  https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19759/rec/57
Photo: 2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.21
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24099/rec/34
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Abbey Quarterly Spring 2000 

Five years later:

Abbey Quarterly spring 2000 p. 12
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/20251/rec/103
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Abbey Banner Spring 2005 

And five years after that:

2005 Volume 05 Issue 01 Abbey Banner Spring p.20
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24098/rec/34
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Though Saint Augustine’s Monastery has closed, Saint Augustine’s College 
(high school) still exists.  The former BUC site is now home to Omega College.

Saint Augustine 

Image: https://www.google.com/maps/@25.0477232,-77.3049699,94a,35y,168.54h,71.6t/data=!3m1!1e3?hl=en
Omega website:  Omegahttp://www.omegacollegebahamas.com/about.htm

55



https://www.google.com/maps/place/Omega+College/@25.0382703,-
77.353813,13431m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x892f7c3e5a7e7d13:0x2a7834efdeb1186e!8m2!3d25.0458099!4
d-77.305202?hl=en
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404 pages
North Star Press of St. 
Cloud, 2000.  

Available online in the 
CSB/SJU Libraries’ Digital 
Commons collection and in 
print in the libraries. 

BX
4278
.S25 
W57 
2000

To learn more about St. Ben’s connection to the Bahamas: 

266 pages
College of Saint 
Benedict Press, 
2013.

Available in the 
CSB and SJU 
Libraries’ print 
collections.

LD
7251
.S185 
A96 
2013

With Hearts Expanded: Transformations in the Lives of 
Benedictine Women, St. Joseph, Minnesota, 1957 to 2000

Challenging women since 1913: 
the College of Saint Benedict

https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchives/id/9439/rec/34
2017-09 Saint Benedict's Magazine Fall p.39
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BX
1449.2
.B37
1973

To learn more about St. John’s 
(and St. Ben’s) connection to 
the Bahamas: 

Upon These Rocks: 
Catholics in the Bahamas

by Colman Barry, OSB

582 pages
St. John's Abbey Press, 1973.

Upon these rocks;: Catholics in the Bahamas by Colman Barry OSB, 1973.
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Compiled in September-October 2019 
from resources in the Archives of

Saint John’s University,
Saint John’s Abbey, 

Saint Benedict’s Monastery, and
the College of Saint Benedict

by Peggy Landwehr Roske, 
CSB/SJU Archivist.  
All rights reserved.

Map: 
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&id=CE006564CBD4D4AD71075622321FCB8CC2CBD378&thid=
OIP.G3GZsylJV_uhVz2WsJ8VvgHaGl&mediaurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationsonline.org%2Fmaps%2Fbahamas_map
.jpg&exph=1066&expw=1200&q=bahamas+map+uncopyrighted&selectedindex=4&ajaxhist=0&vt=0&eim=1
Hurrican image: https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/News/video/hurricane-dorian-slams-bahamas-cat-65337869
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