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/5 years ago
this winter:

The Army
Invaded
Saint John’s

Jack was one of the 1,500
cadets of the 87th College Train-
ing Detachment of the Air Force
who took four-month refresher

¥ courses at Saint John’s in 1943

and 1944. After this exposure to

...and future star JaCk Webb col]ege subjects, they moved on

to Air Force bases for training as

was one of the cadets! pilots, navigators and bombar-
diers.

Image published in the 1944 Sagatagan, p.65; this version is from the SJU Archives,
O:\...\Depts&Programs\ROTC\Army Air Force 1940s\Box1803f5_SJ Army Air Force Unit
During WWIL.jpg
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/18471/rec/24

Text inset from 1968 SJU Alumni Magazine Spring p.38
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1943
Times

pictured
the
cadets
at St.

John’s




VOLUME 56

7“‘“‘ Towers Welcome '4"‘_‘ o The Record used the same photo

in its March 11, 1943 issue, p.1

FASS AN SRS AN A LA A
ARMY CADETS ARRIVING

ST. JOHN'S HAS BEEN PLACED on the list of 281 colleges
and universities which will be used for specialized military
training. The three weeks-old announcement made by a
joint committee of the war department, navy department,
and manpower commission has been greatly elaborated upon
by the army since then. Army officers and enlisted men be-
gan arriving last week and have laid down the outline for
the classes, subjects, and activities of the cadets. The school
is to be used for the training of army air air cadets who will
also get 10 hours of flying time at the St. Cloud airport dur-
ing their five-months stay here. The first group of cadets will
number 150, arriving here before March 1.

SRR AARASR ISR IANAAN

OUT FOR A BRISK WALK in the chilly northland weather, the
newly enrolled Air Crew students pass In review of the watchful
eyes of the Twin Towers. The Towers, serving as St. John's conven-
tional landmark for many years, apparently approves of the khaki
clad warriors. (Cut courtesy St. Clond Times.)

page 1 of the March 11, 1943 Record issue
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29545
Servicemen alumni also featured prominently in that issue’s four-page Alumni
Supplement, which also had this announcement.


http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29545
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29520

... and it became the
cover for the 1944
Sagatagan yearbook
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Image: 1944 Sagatagan, front cover,
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/18439/rec/24



The
March 5,
1943
Times
GEGE]
second

photo of
cadets
below

the first:




1943 March 5, St. Cloud Times, p.1

Jack Webb, Hollywood produc-
er, director, writer and actor of
DRAGNET fame, was at St. John's
in the early 1940°s as part of the
87th College Training Detachment.

SJU Archives 1772f5 SCTimes1943(2clippings).pdf
Inset: 1968 SJU Alumni Magazine Spring p.38



“This Ji The ﬂfmu/”

VOLUME 1

THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 1943

NUMBER 1

The Record'’s
supplemental
pages for the
cadets, “This Is
the Army,”
before it became

“WICL-CO” - see
last month’s
history lesson! -
mentioned Jack
Webb.

1943-03-25

g ATTENTION PLEASE

““This is the armir" is definitely
not an appropriate name for this
page. We borrowed the temporary
title from Irving Berlin's show of the
same name. This page is yours, and
it's your job to name it. If the ex-
periment is successful, if you like it,
there is the possibility of enlarge-
ment. We welcome any and all
suggestions for improvement.

But first we must have a name
for our page—we can best judge
your approval of our efforts by the
number of names turned in. If we
get 150 names we'll know that you
want to have a page, and perhaps a
paper of your own. If the response is

light, we'll know that you don’t
particularly care and will abandon
the idea. So it’s up to you! Leave
your suggestions for a name for our
page in rooms 401 and 243, just
anywhere at any time. Print your
suggestion, your full name, and
your room number on the paper.

At the present time there are only
three men on the staff. There are
openings for a news editor, a sports
editor, a feature editor, columnists,
and writers of all kinds. A business
manager is also needed. If you have
had experience in these lines or are

interested, contact PyteihreleWoad-
Pvt. Jack Webb

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29567


http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29568

“This Ji The ﬂfmu/”

THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 1943

VOLUME 1 NUMBER 1

...and he’s on the

staff list in the
next issue ATTENTION PLEASE

mﬁﬁco

STAFF

" is definitely
name for this
the temporary
n's show of the

e is yours, and
p it. If the ex-
if you like it,

Pvt Bob Woolf
Sports Co-Editors. . .Pvt. Bob Paul,
Pvt. Arnold Paige

Music Editor Pvt. Ed. Weniger

ty of enlarge-
any and all
vement,

have a name

Business Manager. Pvt. Ralph Bartos bn best judge

Reporters, .Pvts. N. Fehr, J. Brown,
D. M. Brod, R. Burgess, S. Collins,
J. Ellison, C. Alig.

Business Staff. .Pvts. C. Chauncey,
D. Emerick.

efforts by the
fned in. If we

Jknow that you

and perhaps a

Head for the “Wil-co” was drawn by
Pvt. Rene Wetzel.

April 8, 1943

the response is "

1943-03-25 The Record

light, we'll know that you don’t
particularly care and will abandon
the idea. So it’s up to you! Leave
your suggestions for a name for our
page in rooms 401 and 243, just
anywhere at any time. Print your
suggestion, your full name, and
your room number on the paper.

At the present time there are only
three men on the staff. There are
openings for a news editor, a sports
editor, a feature editor, columnists,
and writers of all kinds. A business
manager is also needed. If you have
had experience in these lines or are

interested, contact P. sad-
Pvt. Jack Webb

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29567

WIL-CO list from 1943-04-08

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29578


http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29568
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29578

April 8, 1943

- ——n
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VOLUME 1

THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 1943

NUMBER]2

“Rawﬂ'

By Pyt. Bob Woalf
way of introducing this

s highly appropriate to ti
ncommon name which music.
is 53 new as the Alr Corps and & very
!mq,ﬂl part o

sﬁ.t. Weniger Whiles

“Ruffles and F|ounsb¢s"

We shall bring you, from time to
, news from the army’s world of
Know how the Air Corps
Song came to bel At the Clevela

and Arnold

more bemoaned the fact that the TDe Arstgame of

He was a columnist and co-editor for
the cadets’ newspaper, which appeared
in the school’s newspaper.

Webb’s column was a Dear Abby of
sorts — geared in a humorous manner
to the everyday woes of a soldier.

“We sincerely hope that we aren’t the
cause of too much face reddening,” he
wrote in the opening column.

o tha day. And of Captain Craw-
.he's heart and soul in the
o Corpe—daing his job.

Late Nipponese News Announce- The weak teams wers

ment: “All Japanese soldiers will be

tayght to gwim Sl B 1 -

Jn Cadence---

H'EXERCISE

By Pvts. Bob Paul

Page

nd
= Alr Races in 1938, General West- F'ghting Stops Alr Hawks—

the renovated

batule cume of Tharsder, Ami 1

ringing up

Juscangs—
stetier and

the team
unced  the
iphaln and
wenty-two.

with top

intramural
frether and
stody load
toam tour-

il Ty ke the answer,

combined with

the stronger ones, thus giving more
umiform strength. Not only has the

inter-flight competition for squadron
championships to possible outside
contests.

The way to get this program roll-
ing i by everyons getting on the
7 beam and organizing. All men inter-
ssted in having an setive part in

T developing their favorite sport con~
" tact Pvi. Arnold Page, room 419—
" or Jeave & note in that room stating

name, room number, flight, and sport
interest on it %o this program can
be started.

How About You?

The burning question i not
“when will we start to fly, but
who fliee of with the brooms
every morning?” Really, we'd like
% know, Do you men tako.the
brooms at nite and keep them in
your rooms, or do you arise at the
erack of dawn and tip-toe down
to the supply closet and thus nip
them before the majoirty gets up?
In either case, there are enough
to goaround unless some of you
have permanently adopted them.
Let's try and keep them moving
in the mornings so we can all
avoid gigs at room inspection

By Pvt. Jack Webj

Each me time
and plnu we shall endeavor o an-
swer all your queries regardless what

" they may be. Wa have on hand sev-

éral consulting engineers woll ae-
quainted with all the various and
sundyy felds. Peel free st say time
to write s a letter, card, or book on
any and all subjects. We sincersly
hope that we aren't the cause of too

ontents noted”

baseo Swuce, and those little groen
Mexican peppers didn’t give me a
e, T switched to fire eating. At
fist you may get over-heated and
you'll bave to ignore those nasty
blisters on your torgue, but persevere
and you'll come out of it with a pair
of rosy cheeks and  sun-tanned epi-
glottisl" unquots. We sincerely hops
this answers your question and that
our “warm" {riendship may con-

1943-04-08 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29578


http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29578

THE MUSIC—formal and informal, was always good. The band was a credit to the
traditions of St. John’s students and the halls of Benet fairly shivered when the boys
Zﬂ! together long enough to whip up some Boogie-Woogie in the latest fashion. Here
they are.

Jack got involved with the
campus music scene

Jack Webb from Cali-
fornia organized post talent into the
variety show, “Flying Blind,” which
was presented in St, Cloud, profiting
$1,200. This sum was donated to the Text and photos from the 1944 yearbook
U.8.0.

Band images and top text from 1944 Sagatagan, p.74
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/18476/rec/24
1944 Sagatagan, p.62
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/18470/rec/24

10



Jack Webb from Cali-
fornia organized post talent into the
variety show, “Flying Blind,” which
was presented in St. Cloud, profiting
$£1,200. This sum was donated to the
U.8.0.

he produced,
directed and acted in the Variety
Show called “Flying Blind”” which
was so well received and quickly
established such a reputation that
it was continued as the annual
Variety Show by returning GI's
and other students after the War.

Image of Webb USO programs - from Webb Facebook page maintainer

Text from 1944 Sagatagan, p.62 (on left)

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/18470/rec/24

and from 1968 SJU Alumni Magazine Spring p.38

11
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One day Jlast week Cadet Jack
Webb of the 87th college training
detachment was looking for a wom~
an—not any woman, but one that
could speak three lines in his mu-
ical comedy, “Flying Blind,” to be
presented in the Technical High
school  auditorium Thursday and
Friday.

He walked the sireets, stood o
corners, sat in drugstores, always

looking for a woman ‘“who could

walk in and make the officers

turn around.” By weck’s end he

had every St. John'’s cadet on the
for hi 0|

Saturday noon the bus brought its
load of  flegling wingmen to St.
Cloud. Cadet Webb's collaboraters
gathered in a downtown room to
map out the evening hunt—they
still wanted the right feminine
lead.

In walked Nancy Gale, 19-year-
old Carleton sophomore home for
the summer’s vacation. The cadets
looked. Was she what Webb would
like? How did she walk? How did
she talk? They looked some more,
said nothing.

The alr was like that of a sick
room in which only the doctor

knew the seriousness of the case.
The doctor came—Cadet Webb
walked in only to let his potential
star sit while he stared with th
rest of the boys. 2

No one mentioned the show. The
banter went on. Miss' Gale was
drawn into the conversation. Still
no tatk of “Flying .Blind” Just
wisecracks and small chatter for
an hour. Ready to go, Cadet Webb
looked at her, sald, “You're in."”

With their feminine lead picked

(to speak three lines) the cadets
went about the all-night job of
writing a script, using the best
of their {hree previous produc-
tions and ecombining it with ev-
erything new.

To make arrangements for re-
hearsals, Cadet Webb and his as-
sistant  director, <Cadet Blaine
Thompson, went to see thelr fem-
inine lead Wednesday afternoon.
Just in case, Cadet Webb whispered
to her brother, Bob, “Can she play
the piano?”

“She’s only been playing since
she was eight.”

“Can she sing?”

“She sang with the dance band
at Carleton for two years.”

SJU Archives 1772f5 SCTimes1943(2clippings).pdf

‘You're in, Miss Gale’

Cadet Jack Webb Picks a Star for

‘Flying Blind’

Then Cadet Webb saw that his
script needed retouching. - Instead
of the three lines planned for his
feminine lead, she could now sing
and play. Maybe a scene could do
‘her justice? Yes,

This week the play went to re-
hearsals and Nancy Gale “was in,”
in with dozens of cadet actors, sing-
ers, composers, directors, comedians,
musicians. ‘Flying Blind,” present-
ed for the first time with a woman,
was ready for an audience.

‘Written, directed, and produced
by versatile Yack Webb, the all-
cadet (except for Nancy) review
will be staged as an army benefit
for the St. Cloud service canteen
which, for the past several
months, has been the gathering
place of cadets,

Lyrics, music, skits, and satires:

for the show were all penned by

men stationed with the St, John's:
alr crew, most of 1t by Cadet Webb:

himself.
Tickets for either of the two

nights went on sale in downtown:
St. Cloud over the weekend at Dan!
Marsh Drugs, Fandel's, Spaniol Ho-'
tel, Hotel St. Cloud, and the service

canteen. In addition, they can be

purchased from cadets.

12



“FLYING BLIND” an all army production will be given by the St. John’s air corps
cadets pre-flight class. Rehearsals are under way for the show and pictured above are
members of the cast with the only “Gal,” Nancy Gale, in the show during practice
Monday (left to right) Privates Jack Webb, Richard Wahl, Newton Blevins, J. S. White,
Donald Brod, and Edward Bi}rman. (Times photo)

11, el e (TR

SJU Archives 1772f5 SCTimes1943(2clippings).pdf

13



Some of the Jack
Webb materials in
the SJU Archives
was shared via the
Jack Webb Archives
Facebook page in
2017

e £] facebock.com

£ = & | (1) Jack Webb Archives - H. ) Saint Benet Hall - CSB/SIU

f] Jack Webb Archives

Jack Webb
Archives
Home

Posts

Videos

Photos

About

Community

Create a Page

ik Like 3 Follow - Share

Jack Webb Archives Family
Photos

A very special “Thank You to Louis Johnston and Peggy Roske from Saint
John's University who were kind enough to send us this historic newspaper
article from a 1943 edition of the (Minnesota) Saint Cloud Times. We greatly
appreciate their extensive research.

The article features Army Air Corps Cadet, Jack Webb, who wrote, directed
and produced the variety show- Flying Blind. This production helped raise
money for the Saint Cloud USO Service Club and continued as an annual
event after WWII. Jack had a very special affection for Saint John's
University where he spent four months in “Pre-flight” College Training
Detachment. He is seen (far left) in the photo.

e o
oY Like () Comment > Share

QD% &3 Top Comments =

\ Marilyn Silverman-Peach How wonderful to see this
Like Reply ©

Jack Webb Archives Very cool indesd
Like - Reply @

M it Noal Vol Th,

https://www.facebook.com/Jack-Webb-Archives-453527154752962/

Dan Moyer Jack Webb Archives FB creator, asked about Webb at SJU on May 10, 2017

14



Wartime Johnny Alumnus Stars
On ‘Dragnet’ Television Show

Jack Webb, “43, of Los Angeles,
Cal., & College Training (aircrew)
Johnnie during the war, is now
writer, producer, director, and
star of “Dragnet” (NBO-TV, al-
ternate Thurdsays).

Webb, onetime co-editor of
"Wileo", the army news page of
the Record"’, was very active during
his brief wartime stay at College-
ville. Besides his contributions
to “Wilco™, he found time to
write, produce—yes, and even
act in his own productions. ‘‘Fly-
ing Blind”, an all-army show
directed, produced and partially
written by the former Pvt. Webb,
earned him the title of Pvt.
Cecil B. deWebb. His talent gave
him an enviable reputation while
at St. John's.

Carrying on where he left off
in the Air Corps, Jack made en-
tertaining his business in civil-
jan life.

“Dragnet” is a documentary
type of police drama, whose stories
are actual cases from Los Angeles
police department files. Emphasis
is put on intense realism.

The program is on film and
simply shoots Los Angeles as it
fs; its alleys and cheap hotels,
its frequently outlandish char-
acters are all used in creating the
show's setting

The emphasis is on crime de-
tection rather than on crime com-
mission.

Jack plays the part of Sgt.
Friday, the soft-spoken, compe-
tent detective in this- true
crime story. To him belongs the
credit for the show’s quiet hon-
esty, meticulous attention to de-
tail and absence of theatricality.
According to John Crosby, noted
TV and radio critle, ""Dragnet'
is among the most wholesome
dramatic shows on the air.”

* ALUMNI NEWS %

...1952-02-29, The Record p.4
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31077/rec/5

The next time Webb gets a mention in The Record is February 29, 195

...and a correspondence had
begun between Jack and Fr.

Walter Reger, Alumni
Director

15



April 23, 1952
letter to Fr.
Walter Reger

JACK WEBB—

...from Jack Webb, army
air corps cadet at St. John's
during the war, and now wrl-
ter and producer of “‘Drag-
net'':

“Received a pleasant wem-
ory of St. John's the other day,
when Johnny Phillipps (also
located out here at Republic
Studios), gave me his copy of
the Record. He pointed out the
article on old Jack Webb...
and I just wanted to take time
out to say thank you.

“We're keeplng a pretty
rugged schedule these days—
shooting our Dragnet televi-
sion film six days a week, and
then taping the radio version
on Sundays. ...

“I will alway$ carry a fond
and valuable memory of St.
John's, and what it contrib-
uted to my life. Please express
my gratitude to the friends
who are still there, and be-
lisve me, if I should find my-
self near there, I will make it
& point to come in and say
hello and thank you in per-
son.”

The Record
Alumni Supplement
July 25, 1952

1801 f6 Letter to Father Walter from Jack Webb April 23, 1952

1952-07-25, The Record, p. 2 of the Alumni Supplement,

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30728/rec/6
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RADIO & TELEVISION
Life of Cri

Dragnet gets favorably reviewed in
TIME magazine, September 22, 1952

Most TV detectives spend more time
locked in combat with blondes than with
criminals. Dragnet (alt. Thurs. 9 p.m.,,
NBC), long a radio favorite, has become
the best of the TV crime shows by tossing
overboard all such TV clichés

Webb got his idea for Dragnet while he
was playing a typical private eye on radio,
A Los Angeles police sergeant named Mar-
ty Wynn said disgustedly: “Why don't
yvou do a show about real cops?” and ar-
ranged for Webb to use the Los Angeles
police files. Webb began building a show
based on authentic police methods and
backgrounds.

iy Nielsen el 3
o appilyHs successt

"Life of crime," Time, September 22, 1952, p. 75.

17



January 1954

The correspondence
continues:

Motion Pictures/2400 West Alameda Avenue/Burbank/Calif

January 5, 1954

Father Walter Reger
St. John's College
Collegeville, Minnesota

Dear Father:
Thank you for your nice Christmas
Card and for the note you wrote

on it.

Your thoughtfulness and loyalty
are most heartwarming.

Sincerely,

1801.6 Letter to Father Walter from Jack Webb 1954

18



Jack is on the cover of TIME

THE WEEKLY NEWSMAGAZINE

JACK WEBB

*My name's Friday. I'm a cop.”

...which is noticed in a March 13, 1954
letter from Fr. Walter

March 13, 1954

Mr. Jaek Webl

2400 'West Alameds Avenue
Burbenk, Califorais

ear Jack:

It did my heart good Lo see you receive the
distinction sssocisted in the public mind wi
on TINE magezine! As the biographicsl srtie
your schievement represents lsudable smbi

gh purpose. You bave every rig
ed”, but you slso have every obligstion to use your
a taleat to contiowe to bold the interest of the public
5 entertainmeat and the rest of the

. Jobn's py to mote that despite
s of mow, your ereative spirit
<l but hss taken on new vigor ond will
lop new idess and medis for further w

Speeianl eongratulntions

St. Joha's University who had the unique exper
butiag our facilities for your preliminmary tr
puts it: "Where he wrote, produced,
shows which convulsed the uncritical

ted In two variety
men-to-be. *

. Jock, St. Joha's University will

celebrate its centenary. Nothing would plesse us more tham to

have you perticipste in some wey in this celebration. If there

is any possibility of this, we will be delighted to hesr from

you in regard to it. You could set your own time eud deeide

the munner of your appesrsnce. It would be u grest oeeasion
1 of us, I sssure you.

fith sincere regards and comtinuing best
wishes, | remain

Cordially yours,

(Rev, ) 1ter

Time magazine cover story on Jack Webb March 15, 1954
1801.6 Letter from Father Walter to Jack Webb 1954

19



March 13, 1954

t did my heart goc
2 sssociated in the pul

“In 1956, Jack, St. John’s University
will celebrate its centenary. Nothing

would please us more than to have
you participate in some way in this
celebration...”

Time magazine cover story on Jack Webb March 15, 1954
1801.6 Letter from Father Walter to Jack Webb 1954

20



“It was a grand experience after ten
years to see you again at the RKO
Orpheum in Minneapolis and to bring
you greetings from St. John’s where
memories of “Flying Blind” and your
other early stage productions are still
fresh.”

“I was, of course, also pleased to have
you put in such a gracious ‘plug’ for
St. John's.”

“As you may know, next year — 1956-
57 — St. John’s celebrates its one-
hundredth birthday. We sincerely
hope that you and Mrs. Webb will be
able to find the time for a visit during
the year. A convocation hour with our
student body of 1300 boys present
could be arranged at any time
convenient for you...”

August 1955 letter

August 29, 1955

Mr. Jack Webb
4760 Louize
Encino, Czlifornia

Dear Jack:

It was & grend exporience after ten yeers to see you egein at
the RKO Orpheum in Minnospolis and to bring you greetings from 5t.
John's where memories of "Flying Blind® ond your other carly stage
productions ere still frash,

I was ploasod to find you in such good health in spite of the
torrific demends mndo upon you. More than I cen toll you, I wes egein
struck by the warmth of your porsonslity and the fine humility which
charaotarizos your boheviour, These qualities were im full evidence
as you addressed your admirers in the theatre. I wes espocielly im-
preased by the bosutiful words with which you closed your eddress.

As I remewbor, thoy were "Cod bless you snd keep you all.” I was,

of course, olso plossed to have you put in suoh a greolous “plug® for
8t. John's. I am sure that ell the mezbers of our faculty, the olumai
and our mny friends in the arca appreciated this very much,

T trust your personal apposrance tour turned out to be os suc-
cessful a3 you hoped it would, Father Francis snd I certainly wont
to thank you for the special interview you gave us. It was wonderful
of you to give of yourself and your valusblo time as you did.

As you mey know, noxt year - 1956-57 - St, John's colebrotes
its one-hundredth birthday. WNe sincerely hope that you end Mra. Webb
will bo able to find tha time for & visit during the yoor. A convoce-
tion hour with our student body of 1300 boys present, could be errenged
&t any time convenlent for you, Perhaps & centennial student commitise
will write you about this later. Meanwhile, everybedy here joins me in
wishing you and your hew scroen venturs utmost success.

Ploase convey my personsl greotings to Robort Broen end the other
wmombers of your troupe.

With kindest porsonal regards and best wishes for your continued
success, I remain

Sincerely yours,

(Rev.) Welter Reger, 0,5.B,

21



5= WESTERN UNION (&=

unless its deferred chare

ST TELEGRAM -

er Telegram
W. P. MARSHALL. Pagsioent
The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

WB096 LB226 (11)]1
[L NHA177 PD=WUX NORTH HOLLYWOOD CALIF 12 Fo5Pue. ™ 3 27 |
ST JOHNS ABBEY= Vs [ .,_,___LL{. .
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LOCAL POST OFFICE WILL NOT DELIVER REGISTERED LETTERS
JACK WEBB UNLESS HE ACCEPTS PERSONALLY MR WEBB 1S
PRODUCTION AND:.CANNOT GO TO POST OFFICE SUGGEST YOU

INS

NSTRUCT POST OFFICE TO PERMIT REPRESENTATIVE ACCEPT
DELIVERY REGARDS=

xJ R RODGERS= 7
3 R
Be >-169 T Tt
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ﬁ?

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM IT§ PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE

June 1956: correspondence with someone famous
may have been difficult at times

1801 f6 telegram
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Wunday, 3 p.m.
Sulideyl 3,p1858
March 2, 1958

January 2, 1958 (

Mr. Jack Webb
4024 Radford
North Hollywood, California

'ﬂk webh Dear Jack:
I have just come away from the television set and still have
January 2, 1958 fresh memories of the interview (which, by the way, was delightful)
on the “Look Here” program. What prompts me to write, as it will hun-
reds of others I fsar, is your statement that you have an wnfilfilled
ition to do some worthwhile charity wheam you fiad this pessible. It
inded me of the great satisfaction you gave me wvhen Father Framcis
I left your spartment last summer. "I'll build you folks at St.
hn's & bullding sometimes.”
Dear Father Reger:
Well, I told the Abbot of cur visit and of your promise and he
Many thanks for the wonderful said "What & grand thing it would be if Jack would mewmorialise himeelf
plcture of the University. It here with ome of the 19 new units of construction in our hundred year
nckigs e Eoaodlde. plan -- the WEBB AUDITORIUM.” Well, maybe that's something for the future.

Right now we are at work raising funds for the new Student Chapel.
Even a token contribution from you would be a great help to ws. Alse I
D know it would be of great spiritual worth to you. After reading Pather

I'm having it framed and | do
appreciate your thoughtfulness.
t's accompanying letter and brochure about this church please comsi-

der whether you can give something for st this time. 1
to the 75,000

My best wishes 1o you for the
New Year. don't think you can realize what a Webb gift
Johnmy followers of yours all over the country.

Sincerely,
Thanks again, Jack, for being so kind to us last summer. We
think of you often and remember you im our prayers.

Sincerely yours,

Rev. Walter Reger, 0.5.8,

P.5. One of these days I'll be shipping out a few more loaves of St. John's

| | oresd. Incidentally, I should tell you that we are preparing to put it om
the market. Chances are we will start locally and branch out sast and west==
provided we can tell & success story after a few months. Will tell you more
next time I write.

March 2, 1958

1801.6 (on left) Letter to Father Walter from Jack Webb about Photo Jan. 2, 1958
1801.6 (on right) Letter from Father Walter to Jack Webb March 2, 1958



Wunday, 3 p.m.
Sulidesl 3,p1858

“...you have an unfilled e B
ambition to do some F
worthwhile charity...” \ e, Jack webb
4024 Radford
North Hollywood, California
“..when | left your apartment Dear Jack:
. H I ha £ he levision d 111 ha
last summer: “I'll build you Gons Sastin o8 She Satereiow ToRidh, by Vet oy, we SLIghAINE)

’ AR on the “Look Here” program. What prompts me to write, as it will hun-
folks at St. John’s a building reds of others I‘fisar, is your statement that you have an unfilfilled
. Il ition to do some worthwhile charity wheam you fiad this pessible. It
sometime. inded me of the great satisfaction you gave me when Pather Francis
I left your spartment last summer. "I'11 build you folks at St.

hn's & bullding sometimes.”

L id Well, I told the Abbot of our visit and of your promise and he
.the Abbot said ‘What a said "What & grand thing it would be if Jack would memorialise himeelf
H s here with one of the 19 new units of construction in our hundred year

grand th‘ng lt WOUtd be"‘ the plan -- the WEBB AUDITORIUM.” Well, maybe that's something for the future.

WEBB AUDITORIM.”

Right now we are at work raising funds for the nmew Student Chapel.
Even a token contribution from you would be a great help to us. Also I
n know it would be of great spiritual worth to you. After reading Pather
) t's accompanying letter and brochure about this church please comsi-

“.pl ider whether L
-.-p ease consi L 'der whether you can give something for thii st this time. I

you can give something at S TS ot et U R e T
this time.”

Thanks again, Jack, for being so kind to us last summer. We
think of you often and remember you in our prayers.

Sincerely yours,

“One of these days I'll be
shipping out a few more O

’ ”

loaves of St. John's Bread. 7.5 Ona of thess days 'Ll be shipplag out & fow more loaves of SE. Jobm's

| |  1read. Incidentally, I should tell you that we are preparing to put it om
the market. Chances are we will start locally and branch out sast and wast==

LJ provided we can tell & success story after a few months. Will tell you move
next time I write

March 2, 1958

1801.6 (on left) Letter to Father Walter from Jack Webb about Photo Jan. 2, 1958
1801.6 (on right) Letter from Father Walter to Jack Webb March 2, 1958
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A gift for Fr. Walter: an
autographed photo, and
kind sentiments
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by Leslie Raddatz

JACK WEBB

REVISITED

A former radio-TV critic,
now far from the windy
caverns of Madison Avenue,
the drafty soundstages of
Hollywood and the warm
security of Bleeck's bar, is
responsible, whether
knows it or not, for
creation of a sometime mil-
lionaire who today is happy
or as nearly happy as he
can be.

The ex-critic is John
Crosby, Paris correspondent
for the New York Herald
Tribune. And the ex-mil-
lionaire is Jack Webb,
whose Dragnet was one of
the greatest hits TV has
ever known—a statement
which will probably never
be made concerning his
current General Electric

s beginnings, which

&0 back to the latter days
of big-time network radio,
Dragnet was the lowest of
ummer replace-

o:
no reruns.) To Webb, who
had created it and sweated
it out and finally continwed

Then, after the first “Dragnet”
broadecast on June 3, 1949, all hope ap-
peared lost. Network executives dis-
liked everything about the new
show—its underplaying, slow pace,
attention to detail, lack of gun-play
and viclence—everything, in short,
that Webb had painstakingly pro-
duced to make it different from all
the other cops-and-robbers shows on
the air. Sweeping changes were or-
dered: “Speed it up! Let’s have some
action! Get actors who can act!”

Then John Crosby’s column appeared
in the New York Herald Tribune.
Crosby liked the laconic way the cops
talked and the way they approached
their cases as a day-in-and-day-out

as failure followed success

job. He praised “Dragnet’s” honesty.

TV Guide, February 1963

1801:06 "Jack Webb revisited," by Leslie Raddatz. TV Guide, 2 February 1963, p.16.
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JOHN CROSBY
'Dragnet’ Is Superior

| shows o

JACK WERE
Writer, producer and director

An Old Theme

Kind of Crime Shgyv i

SJU Archives Box 1801:6, clipping of Crosby NY Herald Tribune column as reprinted in

“There are some pretty good crime shows, at
least one of which, ‘Dragnet,’ is among the
most wholesome dramatic

shows on the air”

Then John Crosby’s column appeared
in the New York Herald Tribune.
Crosby liked the laconic way the cops
talked and the way they approached
their cases as a day-in-and-day-out
job. He praised “Dragnet’s” honesty.

“Jack Webb, who plays Sgt. Friday, the soft-

spoken, competent detective on the radio, is

director and producer and also the star on
television. To him belongs the credit for the
show's quiet honesty, meticulous attention
to detail and absence of theatricality.”

NY Herald Tribune column as reprinted in
Minneapolis Morning Tribune Feb. 12, 1952

Minneapolis Morning Tribune Feb. 12, 1952.

27



by Leslie Raddatz

JACK WEBB
REVISITED

A former radio-TV critic,
now far from the windy
caverns of Madison Avenue,
the drafty soundstages of
Hollywood and the warm
security of Bleeck's bar, is
responsible, whether he
knows it or not, for the
creation of a sometime mil-
lionaire who today is happy
or as nearly happy as he
can be.

The ex-critic is John
Crosby, Paris correspondent
for the New York Herald
Tribune. And the ex-mil-
lionaire is Jack Webb,
whose Dragnet was one of
the greatest hits TV has
ever known—a statement
which will probably never
be made concerning his
current General Electric
True (Sunday nights, CBS)

In its beginnings, which
&0 back to the latter days
of big-time network radio,
Dragnet was the lowest of
the low—a summer replace-
ment. (One thing you can
say for radio: There were

whe
. ed
it out and finally continwed

No sooner had Crosby’s column hit
New York desks than long-distance
phones rang in Hollywood offices. But
now the refrain was different. “Don’t
change a thing!” cried the converted
experts. “Keep it just as it is!” And
the rest of the story of Dragnet is his-
tory—covering eight years on radio;
eight years, 278 performances and
countless reruns on television; and
something approaching national hys-
teria during which the words “Just
the facts, ma’am” and the theme
“pum, pA-pUM-DUM” echoed endlessly.

TV Guide, February 1963

1801:06 "Jack Webb revisited," by Leslie Raddatz. TV Guide, 2 February 1963, p.16.
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“On Stage 21 at Republic
Studios, Hollywood,
Producer Jack Webb and
the company of Mark VIl
wrapped up the 275
performance[s] of the
pioneer TV weekly
dramatic documentary
of life on a U.S. police
force.”

“No TV dramatic show
ever was taken to the
hearts of English
speaking audiences as

m

was ‘Dragnet.

The End of The Road
%

TV—1:30 P M —Thursday
(Chesterficids)

“Dum dee dum dum” had a sad trace of nostalgia in it today
Ia stories of television, has

m.
¢ Mapublic Sisfios, Hollywood, ProducerJack
o of Mark VII wrapped up the 275 performance
Lo the piens’ T3 wackly draatic dscomentary of Hée on 8 US
police farce,
11 was & handshake and  loast te & property that had left i
staggering success.

Fhat aay more will be
gyl Rl Sl

Iandmark mast be assumed, although “Dragnet”

" record for lomgesity leaves Webh with

Jou Friday; Weths th

or fesla sbout the sume as Webd the actae re-
agnet” film contract
of a differvnt mind. He doess't soe the
sees it s something made large and rich by
ince. He is thaniful.

“I dot think TH cver stop being grateful for the way we
roseivad. Everytihing we ever i was ooty mede passibie by the radia

TV muience. They deserve the best and we always tried to give
| them the best.

“The success Dragnet” is enough 10 last & lfetime. I
|1 never again do amything that smounts 1 much, the ‘Dragnet” stary
muummm-ww .

. v &t e ts huve St seiern ik e

| publie. It » performers dream. er b

Tmmw'mmjﬂwown&hﬂlmmlnl
special case reserved for it on Stage 71 — maybe for the last time
fouay om the “Dragnet” st of Mark VIL

“More than 100 awards,
plaques, certificates and
medals were bestowed on
Webb and company for
technical excellence, story
interest, humanitarian effort
and general showmanship.

Police departments around
the country thundered their
approval of the first sincere
attempt to show accurately a
cop at work.

Service clubs applauded the
contributions by 'Dragnet’ to
[the] reduction of juvenile
delinquency.”

(1959, source unknown)
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Officer Bill Gannon
from Dragnet

...later played M*A*S*H’s
Colonel Sherman Potter

Upper image from
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/df/76/b9/df76b93f115e3899aalcbal037faac34.jpg;
Officer Bill Gannon on Dragnet (1967-1970); and his starring role as Colonel Sherman

T. Potter in M*A*S*H (1975-1983). Publicity photo of some M*A*S*H cast members
in 1975. Alan Alda (left), Mike Farrell (center) and Harry Morgan (right). Photo by
wikimedia commons, retrieved from http://michiganradio.org/post/michigan-born-
actor-harry-morgan-dies-96
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ATLEL vaen

Jack Webb, as Det. Sgt. Joe
Friday on the television

‘Dragnet,” in 1952
Webb died today of an ap-
parent heart attack

s

Dragnét _
star Webb
dead at 62

Jack Webb’s 1982

death was
national news

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jack Webb,
the stone-faced Sgt. Joe Friday of tele-
vision's "Dragnet” series, died today
in his home of an apparent heart at-
tack, police said. He was 62.

Los Angeles County Fire Depart-
ment paramedics who were sum-
moned to the West Hnlmﬂ] house
pronounced the a at 323
a.m,, said Los An(o]u Sheriff's Depu-

& C
¥ .a'. e DR i with i

when he died, said French

r. Webb had been mmpllmm’ of
mdn;nmn in the past three ar four
days and about 3 a.m. this morning he
started experiencing the same pains
in his chest, and that's when his wife
summoned the paramedics,” French
said

Webb, head of the Mark VII Lid
ction company that such
'V shows as “Emergency!” and
"Adam-12," was best known for his
panny-l of .Iu- Friday on “Drag-
a series on actual Los An-
galen Police Department fil
He began the show on radio in 1949,
and it moved to NBC television in

Webb/16A !

Webb~=

1851 with Webb as producer and
director as well as star. The show ran
until 1959, and again from 1967 to
1970,

Les Brown, in his “Encyclopedia of
Television,” said, Vebb's patented
style ... was to play down the melodra-
matic glamor of the perilous assi
ments of his protagonists, and to give
their execution an all-in-a-day's work
flavor. The shows seemed more realis-
tic and authentic than most others of
the genre, but the heroes were no less
heroic.”

Webb once said there “never will be
anything in Dragnet’ that I wouldn't
want my own kids to see.” In the first

fights and a half-dozen punches. The
larized 3 the phrase, "Just

ot” lwhn estimated 38 mil-
the height of its

n the seaside Los An-
rln County cuy of Santa Monica on

pril 2, 1920, began his career as a
radio announcer in San Francisco in
1945. He later played the title role of
“Pat Novak for Hire" on a San Fran.
cisco radio station, and then starred in
gép_ud:‘n show, “Johnny Madero-Pier

Webb also appeared in more than a
dozen movies, including "Sunset Bou-
levard” and “The Men" in 1950, “The
Halls of Montezuma” in 1851, and
“The D.L" in 1957.

The best-known part of career
began on the set of 1948 movie, "He
Walked by the Night,” when Webb
asked a police advisor if a radio show
based on police files might be

< e Ny
possible
‘I spent nl‘hll riding in police
prowl cars, researched crime lab files
by day, and finally came up with
t, " he once said

Webb received many honors for the
program, including the award for best
mystery show of 1952-1954 from the
Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences.

He took pride in the character of Joe
Friday, but said the TV detective was
not really a portrait of himself.

“l see him as a composite of many
officers downtown (in Angeles),”
he said in & 1967 interview with The
Los Angeles Times. “There are 850
detectives, and [ have a growing ad
miration for all of them and know a
good many ... Each show, one detective
comes out to advise us

“As for Friday's being me ... he ac
fually is & neutral character. He has
no religion, he's had no childhood, no
educational background, no war rec-
ord, no personal side at |II He's sim-
ply  civil servant, a dedicated human
being — and of course, he: likes
girls.”

TV Guide said in & mid-1950s arti
cle, “He plays every television seene if
it were a real police case.”

In addition to "Emergency!” and
"Adam-12," Mark VII Ltd. made such
television shows as "Mobile One”
“Hec Ramsey” and “The D.A."

Webb's first marriage was to ac-
tress-singer Julie London, who later
starred in "Emergency” The wug{:
had two daughters, Stacy and Lisa.
Jlater married and divorced both
Dorothy Towne and Jackie Loughe:
who was Miss USA of 1‘152

St. Cloud Times Dec. 23, 1982

“’Dragnet’ star Webb dead at 62, St. Cloud Times Dec. 23,1982, p. 1 (?), p.16A
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Actor Jack Webb's death reminds
oldtimers of first SJU Variety Show

.}“M' uter —
o e -
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w four-month o
courses at Saint John's in 1943
this exposure to
they moved on

nd writer
d” in July

professor of music at

After the war, Jack Webb re-

tumned to his native California

layed various parts on

radio. Once when playing the
ve

to see. Testimony to
the excellence of the producticn

See Alumni Standup Schedule, Page 27

1983 Spr SJU Mag p.25

...as well as campus news

Webb's Dragnet had little vio-
lence. The actor said he would
never include anything in the
show that he wouldn’t want his
own children to see. Testimony to
the excellence of the production
were the more than 100 awards
received for technical excellence,
story interest and humanitarian
appeal. At the height of its
popularity, it had an estimated 38
million viewers.

SJU Alumni Magazine, Spring 1983
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Gone, but not
forgotten:

50 years ago,
colleges went to

war,"
St. Cloud Times,
May 11, 1993

Just a fact: Jack Webb of ‘Dragnet’
fame spent 4 months at St. John’s

By John DuBois
TVES STAFF WRITER
You weren't supposed to stand out
This was the Army Air Corps. You
were in training.
You were supposed to be one of the
guys. You ate together, drilled together
and studied together.

] the radio show reached a No. 1 Nielsen

rating in 1949.
Two years later, Webb took it to NBC
television, where it ran until 1959 and

| again from 1967 to 70

Despite the fame, Webb never forgot

| his time at St. John's. Nor did St. John's

And you weren't allowed to talk toan

officer without permission

Yet, there was one man training at St
John's University that even the army
couldn't hold down. He was Jack Webb,
better known as Sgt. Joe Friday on tele-
vision's “Dragnet.”

“Sure, | remember him," recalls the
Rev. Baldwin Dworschak, who taught
English to the cadets. “1 didn't happen
to have him in my class. But [ helped put
mﬁﬂm a yearbook that he edited.”

Vebb, then a 23-year-old soldier from
Santa Monica, Calif., did much more
than that even though he was at St
Jobn's but four months.

He was a columnist and co-editor for
the cadets’ newspaper, which appeared
in the school’s newspaper.

Webb's column was a Dear Abby of
sorts — geared in a humorous manner
to the everyday woes of a soldier

“We sincerely hope that we aren't the
cause of too much face reddening,” he
wrote in the ing column.

The best of Webb's accomplishments
at St. John's, though, was something
having mare to do with his future

He produced, directed and acted in
“Flying Blind," which, over two nights,
played to 3,500 people.

[

’ OLETES
STEARNS COUNTY WESTORCAL CENTER
A young Jack Webb wrote a column for
the student newspaper.

Performed at St Cloud Technical
High School, the play raked in $1,200,

all of which was donated to the USO
Canteen in 5t. Cloud

“He was a natural fellow, though”
Dworschak recalls. “He was capable
and showed it, but | didn't suspect he'd
be the kind of person he was later on.”

Webb, of course, wound up in Holly-
wood. Once, while playing a private eye
in aradio drama, he was pressed by a Los
Angeles police sergeant pressed todo a
show about real cops.

Webb's response was “Dragnet”
Based on cases drawn from police files,

forget him.

In the university's archives is a Webb
file, filled with correspondence be-
tween the star and the Rev. Walter
Reger, then alumni director

Included isa photo of the star with this
handwritten message

“Dear Father Walter: | left a bit of my
beart with you and everyone at St
John's. | hope | may leave it there al-
ways — for you gave me much more in
return — Jack.”

Walter, it appears, tried to even the
score. He asked Webb to come to St
John's 100th annivesary in 1956. He
asked if St. John's could have copies of
“Dragnet.” And he asked about money
for a building,

Webb was gracious in his replies, but
didn't come through

“That's kind of a sore spot,” says the
Rev. Vincent Tegeder, director of the
university's archives.

Webb died in 1982 at age 62

The last correspondence in the file
from him was to George Durenberger,
who taught physical education when
Webb was there

“Those days were happy days, but as
far as remembering when | was in PE
classes, [ couldn't possibly tell you.”

John DuBaois, "Just a fact: Jack Webb of 'Dragnet' fame spent 4 months at St. John's," St.
Cloud Times, May 11, 1993, p. 7A.

John DuBaois, "50 years ago, colleges went to war," St. Cloud Times, May 11, 1993, p.
7A.
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Compiled in February & March 2018
from resources in the
SJU Archives
by Peggy Landwehr Roske,
CSB/SJU Archivist.
All rights reserved.
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