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A Day in the Life 
of an Archivist

Quote from an email received January 7, 2019.
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The question:
“I'm looking for information on SJU student Roger Plattes, Class of 

1940. He was a St. Cloud guy and attended Tech High School.”

(a rather significant typo!)

His junior photo in the 
1939 Sagatagan yearbook 

He is pictured as a junior on p. 41 (of the pdf) in the 1939 Sagatagan yearbook 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/47795/rec/4 
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1940 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 22
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/28453/rec/5
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He was also pictured in the 1940 
Sagatagan as an official at a track meet.

His senior photo in the 1940 Sagatagan yearbook 

His senior photo in the 1940 Sagatagan yearbook on p. 22
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/28453/rec/5

He was also pictured on p. 77 in the 1940 Sagatagan yearbook as an official at a track 
meet
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/28480/rec/5
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His location and occupation are noted in the 
Summer 1961 issue of the Saint John’s Magazine

1961

His death is noted 
in the Fall 2009 
Saint John’s 
Magazine 

Roger in 
World War II

Plattes, Roger SJU 1940 in WWII 103Sh3v2p43no6.tif photo in the SJU Archives

Saint John’s Magazine, Summer 1961, p. 21,
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/765/rec/6

His February 2009 death was noted in the Fall 2009 Saint John’s Magazine, p. 43
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5409/rec/7
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An article by Roger 
turns up in 
The Record

the bottom half of page 1 of the April 20, 1939 issue of The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29158/rec/12
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the bottom half of page 1 of the April 20, 1939 issue of The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29158/rec/12
Inset from page 6 of the April 20, 1939 issue of The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29163/rec/12
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More 
from 

page 6:

Page 6 of the April 20, 1939 issue of The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29163/rec/12
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??  So many of these Johnnies are in 
“Democrania” – but where is that?

On left: page 6 of the April 20, 1939 issue of The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29163/rec/12

On right: page 1 of the April 20, 1939 issue of The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29158/rec/12
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And…what?  The U.S. wasn’t in World War II yet in 1939...!?

the top of page 1 of the April 20, 1939 issue of The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29158/rec/12
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Aha!

the top of page 1 of the April 20, 1939 issue of The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29158/rec/12
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Aha!

the top of page 1 of the April 20, 1939 issue of The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29158/rec/12
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The editorial:

So it’s all a hoax –
a macabre one.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29159/rec/12
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Another 
clue, on 
page 3:

Page 3 of the April 20, 1939 issue of The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29160/rec/12
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The April 20, 1939 
issue of The Record

has now been added 
to the list of known 

“Spoof/Parody” issues 
– the earliest one 

found, so far!

https://www.csbsju.edu/sju-archives/csb/sju-student-newspapers-on-vivarium
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Compiled in January 2019 from resources in 
the archives of Saint John’s University by 

Peggy Landwehr Roske, CSB/SJU Archivist.  
All rights reserved.

Quote from an email received January 7, 2019.
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