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WARNER LECTURE SERIES / COLLEGE OF SAINT BENEDICT §

“The Four Freedoms”

A Lecture by Maria von Trapp

Monday, October 15, 1979 / Benedicta Arts Center / 8:00 p.m.
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The Cable (CSB paper) Oct. 1979

Maria Von Trapp

by Janet Buysse
Maria von Trapp stole into
the hearts of more than one
thousand people, October 15,
when she lectured on, “The
Four Freedoms,” sponsored
by the Warmer Lecture Series
and held at the Benedicta Arts
Center. This event concluded
the presidential Inaugural
festivities
The augience was well
represented by members from
the Convent, Abbey, CSB/SJU
student body, as well as
several central Minnesotans.
They filled the chairs and lined
alsles in the auditorium. In the
past, the BAC has suffered
from a declining attendance in
. e those events heid there
J The Maria who spoke wore
Maria’s “Four Freedoms e gosen s 5 ety
quite well. Throughout the
speech, her infinite capacity
. . - for humor was intertwined
) ” with her sincerity, faith,
» Freedom of speech e o
- .- 5 v everything in a spiritual hight,
v < 3 oo L and ihat shone upon everyone
. present. “Try to find out the ’
K ® ‘Fremm -°£ teligién will of Goa"u you do, you'll
- " ; e always bDe at peace and »
” F d - f . ’ t everything will turn out all s
| > right ™ This faith carried the
L. £ .re.g om romwan Trapp family in thelr desperate I
L - o > iy flight lwouqhs~u| Germany, L’
: 10 the United States, and later
-~ Freedom from fear s 4
A y Lot ¥ = . PN (", musicto . Trapp stress. BaONess Maria Von Trapp spoke 10 a large crowd at the BAC
s Bl od to her audience that, “Our October 15,
A - 3 four freedoms, those of
"O‘?M' 0" '9"«" roligion,  freedoms back, for this would  One CSB student remarked,
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The Cable (CSB paper) Oct. 1979

represented by members from

the Convent, Abbey, CSB/SJU f Maria Von Trapp
| Stresses Four Freedoms

several central Minnesotans.
They filled the chairs and lined by Jane! Buysse

Maria von Trapp stole into
i i i i the hearts of more than one
aisles in the auditorium. e howcty of som e oo
. when she lectured on, “The
Four Freedoms,” sponsored
by the Warner Lecture Series
and hold a! the Benedicta Arts
Center. This event concluded
the presidential Inaugural

festivities.

The audience was well
represented by members from
the Convent, Abbey, CSB/SJU
student body, as well as
several central Minnesotans.
They filled the chairs and lined
alsles in the auditorium. In the
past, the BAC has suffered
from a declining attendance in
those events heid there.

The Maria who spoke wore
her goiden years of maturity

World traveler and lecturer, Sovech her inRnits cepecity
author of six spiritual and it Bas slnorty, fasth, and
authobiographical books, in- overytiung In & Sgitus ot
spiration for the famed movie, - . .
“The Sound of Music,” . /
Baroness Maria von Trapp is Tight ™~ This faith carried A
living “happily and family b e k

ever after” in her chalet in 10 the United States, and later

Stowe, Vermont. ' & SR I musc 10 8l oop sirass. BAONOss Maria Von Trapp spoke 10 a large crowd at the BAC

Ml o4 10 her audience that, “Our Octoder 1
four freedoms, those of
freedom of speech, religion, freedoms back, for this would  One CSB student remarked,
want_and from fear R a_bh e Shiog b a Yo o0 Lo LS

10 all parts of the world bring. ‘
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72 years ago last fall/;:i,si\

Thursday, October 22, 1942

Von Trapps, Renowned Coral Singers
| Pay Surprise Visit To Johnny Campus
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THE RECORD. . Thursday, October 22, 1942

Von Trapps, Renowned Coral Singers
Pay Surprise Visit To Johnny Campus

Last Wednesday afternoon and eve- and Agatha (first sopranos), Maria and Martina
ning St. John’s university was the surprised ('°‘=°)ml ':Pr;nr')- YV"“;;’ (tenOf)ﬁ R:Pert (:;ﬂ-
: tone), and their priest-director, Dr. Franz Was-
host to the Bo Qeorg Vo ’l‘rapp faml]y ner, to enter a folk-song competition. Winning
Sl O i this started the family on a far-reaching profes-
sional career. The Trapps, in colorful native Ty-
rolean costumes, have since successfully appeared
on concert stages throughout Europe.

The family lived in Austrian Tyrol until the invasion
of Austria by the Nazis when their home was con-
fiscated. They took refuge in Italy temporarily, and
then came to America. On Dec. 10, 1938, they gave
=T, o PESTOTTeNOT=tM®  their first American concert in Town Hall, New York
of famous singing family begins at Seitenstetten abbey City. During the past three years the Trapps have been
some years ago when the Baron's sons, Rupert and in the United States, living in Pennsylvania when not
Wl Werner, were studying music under Father Blase, and touring the country with their picturesque musical
art under Father Anthony. Later, in their Tyrolean presentations. Everywhere their spontaneity and youth-
castle near Salzburg, Austria, the family of the aris- ful exuberance are received with enthusiasm.
tocratic Baron von Trapp first learned how to make As the Baroness von Trapp, her children, and Fa-
music for their own pleasure. Then came the oppor- ther Wasner were shown about campus and monastic
tunity to broadcast a program of Christmas carols from grounds, they p d tarily in the Chapel to
a local radio station. sing a Sanctus composed by Father Wasner and “Ave

inging von Trapps, now on concert tour in
this country, stopped to renew fraternal ac-
uaintances with Father Anthony Unterhofer,
.S.B. and Father Blase Sch¥émmel, 0.S.B.,
former professors of Baron von Trapp’s two
sons at Seitenstetten Abbey, in Austria, and
ow of St. John’s Abbey.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29468



THE RECORD. . Joy, October 92, 1942
Von Trapps, Renownq
{ Pay Surprise Visit T

Last Wednesday afternoon and eve-
ning St. John’s university was the surprised
host to the Baron Georg Von ’I‘rapp famlly,

e ,tlngers
Lampus

, Maria and Martina
tenor), Rupert (bari-
ctor, Dr. Franz Was-
tfompetition. Winning
h far-reaching profes-
n colorful native Ty- Insets from
successfully appeared

REV. ANTHONY UnTERHOFER [t Europe. the 1947
O.S.B. Tyrol until the invasion [ELCLICEEY
Drawing h their home was con- and the
refuge In Italy temporarily, and A& ELY]
then came to America. On Dec. 10, 1938, they gave Scriptorium
their first American concert in Town Hall, New York

mgmg von Trapps, now on concert tour in
this country, sto;}Ped to renew fraternal ac-
uaintances with Father Anthony Unterhofer,
.S5.B. and Father Blase Sch¥ammel, 0.S.B.,

former professors of Baron von Trapps two
sons at Seitenstetten Abbey, in Austria, and
ow of St. John’s Abbey.

" hiing Tamile bt t S
gt g radliy In 1939 two monks arrived at St. John's from Seitenstetten Abbey in
some years ago when the Baron's
- 3 . Kustria. They were the Reverends Anthony Unterhoffer, 0.S.B.,; and Blaise
Werner, were studying music under i)
Schwammel, 0.S.B.,who were forcedto leave their country because of the
art under Father Anthony. Later,
s Nazi occupation, Father Blaise had held the post of music critic for
castle near Salzburg, Austria, the fg Kust: h h a
tocratic Baron von Trapp first lear] an Austrian newspaper. Mr. Faith induced him to conduct the orchestra,
o Pir hicl 1 Th for he was capable and wartime conscription had Jaft many vacancies,
J JUNO SUEHIESR OWR PIONEIN. =l particularly in the violin sections
tunity to broadcast a program of Chr

a local radio station. sing a Sanctus composed by Father Wasner andr"Ave

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29468
Unterhofer photo from 1947 Sagatagan p.6
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/18630
Text box from 1952 August Scriptorium Volume 12 Number 02 p.10
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/26033
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Von Trapps, Renowne s

{ Pay Surprise Visit To [,

Last Wednesday afternoon and eve- — N —
ning St. John’s university was the surprised
host to the Baron Georg Von Trapp family,

inging von Trapps, now on concert tour in
this country, stopped to renew fraternal ac-
uaintances with Father Anthony Unterhofer,
.S.B. and Father Blase Sch¥émmel, 0.S.B.,
former professors of Baron von Trapp’s two
sons at Seitenstetten Abbey, in Austria, and
ow of St. John’s Abbey.

] famous singing family begins at Seitenstetten abbey
| some years ago when the Baron's sons, Rupert and
4l Werner, were studying music under Father Blase, and
art under Father Anthony. Later, in their Tyrolean
castle near Salzburg, Austria, the family of the aris-
M) tocratic Baron von Trapp first learned how to make
®9] music for their own pleasure. Then came the oppor-
tunity to broadcast a program of Christmas carols from
¥ 2 local radio station.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29468
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Seitenstetten_kirche_aussen.jpg

Photos licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported
license.
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April 18, 1947

Music and Song
Highlight Spring

4] Music Majors have been waiting

: all year to demonstrate the skillful
touch they have acquired with a
year's practice. April 20 will offer

:

this opportunity to Louise Koehnen,

Anna Marie Heinzel, Joan Vorgert,

Donna Theisen, Eleanor Buchl,

Offcal Student and Alumnac Publicaton of tho Collgo of St Benedict 2-.‘."3;,“5'.’,’,::; lmxc::lc'v,; mn_

Vol. X1I No. 4 College of St. ﬂindi St. Jn‘tpi Minn, April 18, 197 Mu.rphy. Phyllh Heinen, Frances
Pattison and Frances Schmitz.

Following recent appearances i
. Los Angeles and other west coast
- cities, the famous Trapp family

- singers, America’s most heavily

A 1947 appearance in St. booked single concert attraction, will
Cloud was noted in CSB’s appear in St. Cloud April 26. At
alumnae publication M s program, sponsored by the Ci-

vic Music iation, will app
. the Baroness Marie von Trapp, her
Sl 7 daughters, a son, and their con-
ductor, Reverend Franz Wasner.

1947-04 The Benet Volume 12 Number 04 p.1

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/1729


http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/CSBArchives/id/1729/rec/2

20-page booklet in the SJU Archives, 1768:6.
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A souvenir booklet in the SJU
Archives from their visit in 1942
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A magnificent villa just outside the festival city of Salz-
burg in Austria was the Trapp Family's ancestral home.

Inset photos from 20-page booklet in the SJU Archives, 1768:6.
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Musical
Matriarch

Lovely, g us Barone: Marla von Tra pp
the mo thzr f the Iamou: g I amily as
well as the principal contralto ral group.

Inset photos from 20-page booklet in the SJU Archives, 1768:6.
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Seated at the antique spinet, lovely young

Eleanore performs a delightful old keyboard air.

A recorder duet features Martina (left), and
Johanna as performers on the rarely heard medi-
eval blockflute.

A section a/ the unique family chorus, with the Baroness
flanked by her daughters, Maria (left) and Johanna.

i

The viol da gamba, early predecessor of
our modern violin and ’cello, is proficient-
ly played by Maria.

Inset photos from 20-page booklet in the SJU Archives, 1768:6.
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Proud wearers of the
uniform of the United
States Army, Rupert
and Werner von Trapp
gave distinguished
service overseas.

The 100% American member of the singing family,
little Johannes proudly hung his flag beside Austrian
mementoes in the Trapps’ first New World home.

Inset photos from 20-page booklet in the SJU Archives, 1768:6.
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ud .

special dispensation allows Father Wasner to celebrate
for the Trapps each morning, wherever they may be.

The 100% American member of the singing family, B Y -
little Johannes proudly hung his flag beside Austrian e 5 s e
mementoes in the Trapps’ first New World home.

Inset photos from 20-page booklet in the SJU Archives, 1768:6.
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7 dispensation allows Falher Wasner to celebrau
w Ior the Tmpps each morning, wherever they may be.

Inset photos from 20-page booklet in the SJU Archives, 1768:6.
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“Barnstorming with Bach,” the Trapp Family Singers
set out for their first American tour in a chartered bus.

Stage seats for the overflow audience are the order when the Trapp Family
Singers give their annual pair of Xmas concerts at New York’s Town Hall.

Inset photos from 20-page booklet in the SJU Archives, 1768:6.
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On six hundred acres of rolling Vermont country, commanding a view of six mountain
ranges, the Trapps have built their New World home entirely with their own hands.

Inset photos from 20-page booklet in the SJU Archives, 1768:6.
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Feeding the porkers, who will in turn A, ]
feed them, is the daily chore of Mar- Gathering in the home-g corn Ripe, red apples are plucked from the trec
tina and little Eleanore. is the task of Hedwig and Johanna. in their own orchard by Martina and Agath,

Inset photos from 20-page booklet in the SJU Archives, 1768:6.

19



A former CCC Camp h by the
enterprising Family into a charming and comfortable
setting for a holiday of music-making.

-mo;e than 500 f d; pa-ru of the co

the members of the Trapp Family welcome their
sts at the gate of their unique Music Camp.

w 2 g | G T :

- p » b bR e B B B B

L dosineti 3
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Ina ‘.’“"’"’ded RVCRE .b’ a babbling Igrook, Father Was- K Abundant fresh farm foods and many traditional Aus-
ner directs choral singing each morning and afternoon. §g irian culinary delights are served in Rossini Hall.

Inset photos from 20-page booklet in the SJU Archives, 1768:6.
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After its U.S. release, The Sound of Music opened overseas, the first American movie
to be completely dubbed in a foreign language, both dialogue and music, in German,
French, Italian, and Spanish.

It was a popularsuccess in every country — except the two countries where the story
originated, Austria and Germany.

There, it was compared to a much-loved 1956 film, Die Trapp-Familie, which provided the
1 originalinspiration for the Broadway musical, and its 1958 sequel, Die Trapp-Familie in
 Amerika —both films regarded in German-speaking Europe as the authoritative story.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sound_of Music_(film)#Release

21



Its "Nazi overtones brought about the unauthorized cutting of the entire third
act," i.e. everything after Maria's wedding to the Captain. The shortened
version, ending at the church altar, did passably well, but when the American
studio forced the third act to be restored to the German release, audience
attendance plummeted.

Objectionsincluded:

* the way Naziism in their country was depicted.

* the way the family's kindly manager, Father Wasner, was transformed
into a sleazy huckster, Max

* changing the family's genre of music into show tunes

* acontrived (and fictional) climactic flight over the mountains to
Switzerland, which does not border Salzburg. (In fact, they openly took
a train to go to Switzerland.)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sound_of Music_(film)#Release
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Thursday, October 22, 1942

Last Wednesday afternoon

ning St. John’s university was thed ‘I am especially proud of the Baron’s sons;”’ says Fa-
host to the Baron Georg Von Trapp) P
world-famous Austrian o capelle grof ther Anthony, ‘“they are good boys and they have not

singing von Trapps, now on concert

this country, stopped to renew frate] 10TgOtten their old professors!”
I'Pe:lher Anth@ny Unf

uaintances with

S.B. and Father Blase Sch¥ammel, Sgﬁ The family lived in Austrian Tyrol until the invasion
former professors of Baron von Trapp’s two of Austria by the Nazis when their home was con-
sons at Seitenstetten Abbey, in Austria, and -
now of St. John’s Abbey. As the Baroness von Trapp, her children, and Fa-
The story which Father Anthony has to tell of this .
famous singing family begins at Seitenstetten abbey | tREr Wasner were shown about campus and monastic

e i et wones o ppert 2 | grounds, they paused momentarily in the Chapel to

Werner, were studying music under Father Blase, and

rt under Father Anthony. Later, in thei ! 3 ““
e menr Salure Ao o e e | sing a Sanctus composed by Father Wasner and “Ave

tocratic Baron von Trapp first leamed how to make § Verum’’ by Mozart—music of praise and thanksgiving.

music for their own pleasure. Then came the oppor-

tunity to broad: a of Chri carols from pa y 1 to

a local radio station. sing a Sanctm eompoud by Father Wuner md “Ave [N . SN 4 -
A few years ago, the celebrated soprano, Lotte Verum' by Mozart—music of praise and thxnluuvmg - Someth‘ng to th|nk r

Lehmann, hurd them in their Tyrolean home. “I am especially proud of the Baron's sons;” says Fa- s i

Sh Maria Aug her, ther Anthony, “th 00d boys and they h: t y i
tn; her chlldren Hedwig .(c:ntnlto) s o f!:l:i'r olcd!y i i A r about the neXt t|me y(.)u ’
', Visit the Chapel! A5

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29468
1942-10-22, The Record, p. 2
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Compiled in March 2015 by
Peggy Landwehr Roske, CSB/SJU
Archivist, from resources in the
CSB, SJU and Abbey Archives.

All rights reserved.
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