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An Historical Look Back at
Snowstorms at Saint John’s




SJU Archives scrapbook photo, from 1918




WIKIPEDIA

The Free Encyclopedia

The Armistice Day
Blizzard — a major
snow event for the
Midwest, and a
record-setter for

Collegeville

=

mistice Day Blizzard

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Armistice Day Blizzard (or the Armistice Day Storm) took place
in the Midwest region of the United States on November 11 (Armistice
Day) and November 12, 1940. The intense early-season "panhandle
hook™ winter storm cut a 1,000-mile-wide (1600 km) swath through the
middle of the country from Kansas to Michigan

Meteorological synopsis |edi)

The morning of November 11, 1940 brought with it unseasonably high
temperatures. By early afternoon, temperatures had warmed into the
lower to middle 60s °F (18 °C) over most of the affected region
However, as the day wore on conditions quickly deteriorated
Temperatures dropped sharply, winds picked up, and rain, followed by
sleet, and then snow began to fall. An intense low pressure system had
tracked from the southern plains northeastward into western Wisconsin,
pulling Gulf of Mexico moisture up from the south and pulling down a
cold arctic air mass from the north.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice_Day_Blizzard
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The Free Encyclopedia

Formed
Dissipated

Lowest pressure

The result was a raging blizzard that would last into the next day. Snowfalls of up
to 27 inches (69 cm), winds of 50 to 80 mph (80-130 km/h), 20-foot (6.1 m) snow
drifts, and 50-degree Fahrenheit (30 °C) temperature drops were common over

parts of i nsin, and
MichiganfIn Minnesota, 27 inches (69 cm) of snow fell at Collegeville jand the

Twin Cities recorded 16 inches (41 cm). Record low pressures were recorded in

La Crosse, Wisconsin and Duluth, Minnesota.” Transportation and
communications were crippled, which exacerbated finding the dead and injured.
The Armistice Day Blizzard ranks #2 in Minnesota's list of top-5 weather events
of the 20th century.*!

Extratropical cyclone
Blizzard

Panhandle Hook
November 10, 1940
November 12, 1940
971 mbar (hPa) (at
Duluth, MN)'"!

@ Maximum snowfall or
jce accretion

27 inches (68.6 cm)
(Collegeville, MN)

Damage
Casualties

$2.2 million (1940)
154 fatalities'"!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armistice_Day_Blizzard




ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY WEATHER BUREAU
ECORD AND MONTHLY SUMMARY

1918-19472

Weather logbook in the SJU Archives

Weather logbook in the SJU Archives [22/7 Box 1]
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Weather logbook in the SJU Archives [22/7 Box 1]




Weather logbook in the SJU Archives [22/7 Box 1]




Weather logbook in the SJU Archives [22/7 Box 1]
Keogh photo from 1951 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 38,

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/44865
Keogh: b. Nov. 25, 1915; d. July 31, 1993.




Weather logbook in the SJU Archives [22/7 Box 1]




Weather logbook in the SJU Archives [22/7 Box 1]
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“The blizzard raged for three days and nights. 16 inches of snow fell in St. Cloud, and

Collegevillerecorded a whopping 26.6 inches! The St. Cloud Times recorded 12 foot drifts P

the next day. Many people were stranded for days before snowplows could open roads
through the drifted over roads.”

SHANEDLING’S

http://wjon.com/armistice-day-blizzard-on-this-date-in-central-minnesota-history/

t. Cloud (Steams History Museum)

wjon.com/armistice-day-blizzard-on-this-date-in-central-minnesota-history/
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Armistice Day Blizzard, Minneapolis. From the Minnesota Historical Society.
http://www.greenskychaser.com/blog/2010/11/11/armistice-day-blizzard/
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wjon.com/armistice-day-blizzard-on-this-date-in-central-minnesota-history/
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FIND FRIENDS IN NEED

By Jim X. McDonald

@®The faculty had feared it and
the students had hoped for it
for years and years. And it finally
happened last- week when about
75 Johnnies went to St. Cloud to
see Orson Welles’ motion picture
production Maecbeth. After the
show they discovered that they
were almost hopelessly snowed in
for the night.

It was an unusual occasion for
St. John's because it is rare for
resident students to be “snowed
out' of campus though it is com-
mon for them to be smowed in

at least once or twice each win-
ter.

As might be expected, the vic-
tims didn't consider themselves
unfortunate. In fact, it is ru-
mored that about a half dozen of
them managed to return to St.
John's in the storm immedi-
ately after the show but went
right back to St. Cloud when
they learned that they weren't
expected to return until the
storm had subsided.

Feb. 1952

The highways were finally B

plowed open by Wednesday after-
noon after most of the students
had spent Tuesday evening at

private homes while a few stayed §

at hotels.

Of course, everyone took ad-
vantage of the opportunity to
have a good time. Here are some
of the things the snowbound did
that they weren't able to do at
St. John's: ate (among other
things) toast, white bread, and
steak; stayed up late Tuesday
night (and, hence, slept late
Wednesday morning); watched
television; and shoveled snow
(out of the kindness of their
hearts). i

Right now everyone is safely
and sadly back on campus and
busy finishing up the thank-
yous. A blg one is going to Mr.
and Mrs. E. H. Kain, who pro-
vided supper on Tuesday evening
at the Spaniol hotel and who
also helped provide lodging.

A solemn high Mass will be
celebrated at St. Mary’s cathed-
ral in §t. Oloud on March 9, for
familles who provided lodging.

So. the next time the snow be-
gins to fall at St. John's, the
reason for the ‘‘general exodus"
from St. John's to St. Oloud will
be easy to understand.

1952-02-29, The Record, p.2
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31075
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Snowbound Johnnies

Spend Friday Night In

By Bill Hayden train into St. Oloud. Many John-

@A snowstorm is always & devas- Di¢s Were foroad tn danand unon
tating thing, but the bliszard the hospitality
that swept this way last Friday 51ept in the Je
night brought mild bedlam to the 8nd 1n & cou
eampus. Frustrated playboys Some one saic
who had been holding in all week them in once
for this might-out went berserk, Sleeping ac
and cracked under the strain. eampus for th
Refusing o be caught snow- the best sithe
bound with their books, sopho- DOPS made flo
mores Bob McBride and Don Gold Star and
Westbrook climbed out of thelr SITeWing matt
small, third-ficor window to in- H00T. Others ¢

jumping possibilities, Hall dorm. W
The jump didn's appear quite as
appealing once they we
ledge, but they discovered it was
impossible to climb back in.

to keep on o
on the The only inel
happened aboy

& Texan vol

It wasn't long before the ledge 18 ma bald?”
of St. Mary's Hall was filled with ° have enjoy
would-be paratroopers leaping :
into snowdrifts. One went in so
far that he became buried and
had to be dug out with shovels.
““Forbidden” signs were soon
tacksd up on the bulletin boards,

Second and third floor St
Mary's engaged In & favorite in-
door pastime, water fighting, but [ o -
Father Adelard put & quick end L 3" 3 {EN THE BLIZZARD piled

to it. A challenge was thrown to -
the trtznen 10 Beoet Ball Ta- % . -foot drifts in front of St.
r Jeremy ng (=, " - . «
was up when he noticed that X - L il o s Hall, jumping from third-
waste baskets were being filled 3 . e g..“ i w'ln AT
with water. He throatened to x dows became a pastime
campus anyone caught leaving -* - until the prefects caught up
the building thus equipped. . .
e & B Glevras mrailig th it. Top: Jim Fischer. Be-
up their night out, skied R
or hiked into St. Joe. Some of
them got back that ni ; day-
hops marooned there took the

1953-02-27, The Record, p.2
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31035
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U State Rushes Aid
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. URGE.S IN SNOW BATTLE
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SJU Archives 007/3 (Box 8:5)
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Area Paralyzed 1&&_&3
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SJU Archives 007/3 (Box 8:4)

| “THINGS ROUGH"”
Snow-weary St. Cloud
| Crippled by New Storm

Special ts the Misasspells Sias | The City Council Mondsy
| 3 —|spproved a contract with the
~Thing; Minnesots Highway Drpert:
|c |

Sy g L | ot under which i wi
other heavy snowfall drop- (hife Gepartment equipment
|ped o8 a city scarcely re-|and crews for snow plowisg

|Covered from & severs $00 (und removal if mecessary. .

March 1 and 2. | The equipment will be avail-
Moce thas seves inches of (3DIe oaly after it has fim-
wmow had fabes by this|iDed work on state high-
moreing. and two more were | TA-
predicied & Henry maid he did mat
But the city, which asked| 0%, Y8l whether St Cloud
for and r.\’try\ﬁl belp from moed the exira help.
—the Minaespols National
Guard i the last storm,
Minopes 1o get theough the
ﬁ prévest blow withost emec-
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LETTERS TO THE TRIBUNE

Why St. Cloud Got
National Grard Aid

To the Lditor: A

We fee

Praises Mayor
For Guard Use

contact places w .
think that 8. Clood should
534 & pelicy to seed the starw

ot e chet,

thew bosses should alw
op can

SJU Archives 007/3 (Box 8:5)

21




The Record

Student Newspaper of 5t. John's University

Collegeville, Minnesota, Monday, March 15, 1965

“ Irish Take

Wednesday St. John's will
Warfare between the Germa
from the school year calendar

Formerly consisting of only a

by the ceremonial tug-of-war.
FESTIVITIES will begin at 2 o

of each class will be staged la
the afterncon

At 7:30 p.m. the concluding o

court as the feature attraction,
ceded by the students and follo

1965 03 15 p.1, p.3 The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33536
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Monday, March 15, 1965

Well Spring make &7
Old Man Winter Hangs On

By Terry Gleason

Visitors here last woek might have
been shocked to see students, some
clad only in swimming suits, diving
from the upper stories of Mary Hall

Had college life been too much for
them? Possibly, but for most it was
only one of many unusual situations
brought on by the heaviest snowfall
here in years.

While students were doing jack-
knives and swan dives into five-loot
snow drifts, Brother Mark Kelly,
0SB, and his snow removal crew
were irying 1o remove similar drifts

as few as throe hours sleep a night,
Brothers Mark, Joseph Noclke, OSB,
Otto Thole, OSB, Daniel Copps,
0SB, and employee Philip Roske
did everything possible to open the
roads for lay professors and workers.

SNOW KEPT FALLING all day
Monday and Tuesday, making driv-

* ing nearly impossible. Less than half
of the lay faculty arrived Monday
and those who did make it were faced
with the problem of returning home
that night. Many remained on cam-
pus where they took up lodging.

The infirmary housed 21 women
employees, while several men slept
on the fioor of the Litargical Press.
* Guest quarters were filled to capacity
and many residents of nearby Flyns-
town had overnight boarders.

The recently purchased excavator
played a major role in the opening
of roads. Some of the equipment, in-
cluding the road patrol grader, broke
down because of constant use. No
men broke down, unless the two in-
jured snow divers are included.

SNOWBALLING was in and
snow diving out, resulting in cight
broken windows and a few broken
bones. Dean of Men Father Finian

1965 03 15 p.3 Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33538

McDonald, OSB, cautioned: “Stu-
dents who must throw snowballs
should take advantage of the open
spaces on campus away from the
buildings.”

The snow also threw the Mardi
Gras festivities into confusion. Sev-
eral swdents worked feverishly to
clear the walk to the front of the
auditorium for the Variety Show
Tuesday night. Bad roads temporari-
Iy halted the festivities for the Ben-
nies, but several Johnnies came to
the rescue with an improvised taxi
service.

Tri-College
Blood Sought

The bloodmobile from the St. Paul
Regional Chapter of the Red Cross
Biood Program will be on the cam-
puses of St. Cloud State, St. Ben's
and St John's during the latter part
of March.

The bloodmobile has been making
these visits twice annually for the
last two years, providing an oppor-
tunity for college students 10 con-
tribute 1o & lifesaving endeavor. St
John's students will be able 10 take
advantage of this opportunity Thurs-
day and Priday, March 25-26.

Last fall a total of 727 pints of
blood was collected from students
atiending the three colleges. St
John's donated 299 pints, 138 of
which came from first-time donors
to this drive.

Brother Andre Bennett, OSB,
infirmarian and chairman of the St
John's program, said, “St. Joha's
has always given tremendous sup-
port to these drives, often surpassing
any other single collection in the
Stearns County area.”

Paul Barrew Surfaces

Photes by B Rajek
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The orm which provided Barrew's
hewcushion lof seme 30 indhes of

SJU Alumni Magazine Vol.5 no.1 p.15
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/1010
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Over 100 inches of snow seems to
demand some sort of comment and
now is as good a time as any to
pay homage and reference to the
people and incidents contributing to
this historic debacle.

To the Farmers” Almanac, we give
a bow of the head for predicting
such disaster. This scientific journal
also forecasts a short spring season,
for which I am sincerely grateful!

To Brother Mark Kelly, OSB, and
his Brother plowers who existed
without sleep for days at a time—
resting only between snowstorms—
my thanks,

To those few students who were
oblivious to the problems of snow
removal and parked their cars when-
ever and wherever they pleased, my

projected hostility.

To the students who braved peri-
lous hazards, walking, riding, crawl-
ling to St. Joe in

the midst of the

blizzard — spe-

cial  reference

must be made to

those who took

their electric ra-

zors, pajamas

be silent than to speak; only when
the snow melts will the final count
be in.

To the 15 snow shovels which were
“borrowed” from the garage, power-
house and carpenter shop, a lamented
farewell.

To the students in St Joe Hall who
asked for class excuses the day after
the big snowstorm.

For all of you who held up—who
are quictly surviving that “snowed-in
anxicty"” and will remain so, I will
continue to pray. Keep your head,
practice patience, love and abstin-
ence, Spring is just around the cor-
ner, spring is just around the corner,
spring is just around the corner....

Symphony Concert
New date: April 7
University Anditorium

The Record

Published semi-monthly throughout the
schosl year, except lor vacation , and
twics in the sur by the students of St
John's University. Gpinions siated bers are
students and not the oficlal pasition
of St. Jobn's Abbey or University. Socond-clas
postage paid at Collogeville, Minnesota.

1965-04-02, The Record, p. 2
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33609
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Page 4 Jan.

23, 1968

the record

[ Hit the Road, Jack

Main Event: Bro. Mark vs. Snow

By, Jerome Amberg

When Jack Frost pots his imprint
on the area, when students swear to
God that there will be no school to-

team fo avenge poor Jack and to
anger the students.

As December marches on its
course and tradition tells us “cold
and snow is just ahead,” Minneso-
tans prepare themselves with gloves,
boots and winter coats. “When will
the snow fall?” asked the Bahamians,
Chinese, South Americans, and other
students unacquainted with snow.
And when does snow removal start?
“When it snows,” replics grounds
head Brother Mark Kelly (who jok-
ingly added he's going to take a vaca-
tion in Florida when winter really
does come).

And what an array of machines to
humble poor Jack: a road patrol
(grader), a truck plow, a caterpillar
for pushing snow off the lots, a snow
blower, & tractor with a snow bucket,
a truck with a sander aitachment for
the roads, and chemical de-icer for
the sidewalks.

AND WHEN IT BEGINS, out
run five or six Brothers, set to clean
off the roads and lots at three in the
morning. (“Students 100 if we can
get them up.") These men start blow-
ing, plowing and grading the main
county roads, the roads (hrough the
campus, and then the faculty and
student lots, and the sidewalks. In an
average snowfall most of this work
can be done by the end of the day.
Notices will be posted around cam-
pus whenever such removal is
necessary.

1968-01-23, The Record, p.4

Asked what  the; main problems
are in snow removal, Brother Mark
replied: “Cars bei the. way. on
the roads and in the lots, One o twa
«cars can foul up the whole procedure
of snow semoval in a lot or on the
roads.” As an cncquragement to the
lackadaisical 1o cooperate, “The
‘Granite City Towing Service will do
all towing. We won't do any this
year.. As some students already have
found out, they charge preity high
rates.”

Approximately 40-50 students are
working on the grounds under the
direction of Brother Mark, and ten

e

10 15 can be asked to help in snow
removal at a given time, He also ex-
pressed his hope that “there will be
more cooperation on the part of the
students. ‘This -cooperation depends
how good snow- removal service
will be.”

So, when the white flakes of win-
ter cover the frozen ground of the
wilderness, and increase foot by foot
on white carth, the snow removal
team will not permit the calling off
of school. No such thing as “snow-
bound™ exists in the minds of the
snow machines and their drivers.

SNOWBOUND7? NO SUCH THING
Brother Mark Kelly looks south toward Florida and sunshine.

The snow
removers get
some press

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33766
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Preps playsnow football— ca. 1980

* ”':—-... a9

SJU Archives photo — Prep students (ca. 19807?)

[N
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JUST ANOTHER SNOW JOB7

supposed to turn
into pumpkmt v

At Convent Central, the Collepe
of SL Besedict, the suthorities were
aghtated. The girks had allowed ther-
selves 1o fall into a den of iniquity,
memﬂmmuapc Surely

The Record

STUDENT PUBLICATION OF ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY

Veol. B4 Collegeville, MN. 56321, March 12, 1971

Getting “accidentally” stuck on the other
campus was sometimes the goal.

1971-03-12, The Record, p. 1

E%i%ﬂ?!‘ﬂ-iiiw

would befall many
d them! Emerpency trasspoctation
‘was arranged to carry aa many Beo-
mits as possible through the white
wastcland; how many gl wanted to
of actually did take advantage of
this service is open to speculation.
The evening transpired 23 usual,
bul with that idea in e back.
ground that the Bennses were here
to stay. Since the campus was THE
plice 1o bs, the movie was well-
attended, the Tommy Games Center
was packed, the Mary Hall cafeteria
was busy uotil it closed down early,
and Der Keller had SRO crowds.
Mearwhie, the sdministrative wheek
were turning in high places, and the
conclusion arrived &t was that the
Beonies would be assigned vecant
rooens in the dorms for the night.
This process was 10 be carried out

never r.houuu to uh -dunu.e of,

Saturday dawned on Collepeville,
fair snd a littke windy. The students
were preparing to get back 1o nors
maky after this temporary upsot.
Immediately, plowing regulations
‘were posted along with the fact that
there would be buses traveling 1o St
Ben's that aflernoon. The fun was
over,

So with & natural wonder like &
snowstorm, St Jobn's experienced,
in & Nimited way, 24-hour open bouse
and coed living, to take the wind out
of the sails of the student federation.
Tt was somewhat unusual that sn st
of God made this campus expericnce
these student wants. Pechaps it was
a sign from heavea?

Seriously, everyone took the now-
storm in sride and was well-behaved.
The weekend was an experience for
St. Ben's and St. Jobn's stodents and
administrators alike, and it was ban-

died with a great deal of maturity .

by all parties.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34733
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The cordL

OFFICIAL STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
March 8, 1985 Volume 98 Number 2 Collegeville, MN

Storm shuts down campus, extends vacation

By Jerry Paschbe

Winter came back in full force last Sunday
afternoon a3 3 major winier saowstorm roared
through Minnesota, bringing with it snow, high
winds, @ few Umndersiorms and & greai
oumbsr of problems for those who were out
on the roads during the storm. The sorm
dumped any where between 12 and 24 inches
of snow acrow the wate before leaving the area
Monday night. The National Weather Service
office in St. Cloud reported 17.7 inches of
snow falling in 8 24-hour period between Sun
day morning and Monday morning.

The storm forced many schools, businesses and
government offices all over the state 1o close
their doors for the day. CSB and SIU. were
forced by the ssorm 1o cancel classes on Mon
day and Taesday, Many campus facilities like
Mary Cafe, the Post Office, and bus service
wene closed af SIU because of the storm, for-
cing students 1o stay in their dorms or apari-
ments and watch the storm from their win-
dows. The storm even caused The Record 1o

change its publication date from Thursday to
Friday. Most campus facilities were function-
ing ear normal levels,

Hemwever, not every place on carmpus was dosed
down. Rat Hall and the library remained open
for students to beave theis dorms and do some
studying or something athletic.

But there were very few students on campus
‘dusing the siorm. Since last weekend was loag
weekend, most stidents lelt campus o either
50 bome o party with some friends. The
siorm's arrival on Sunday prevented many peo-
ple from returning on Suaday night. Most of B
these peaple were forced 1o wait until Tuesday

to head back 10 school, although some peo-  The weekend bilzzard buried SJU under nearly sighteen inches of snow. The grounds crew, including this snowplow
ple managed 1o recurn Monday aight despite  in the Mary Hall parking lot, worked overtime 10 clear away drifts.

Photo by Bernand Chow

1985-03-08, The Record, p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/36843
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SNOW continued from page 1

the poor road conditions. Most of the people
who were on campus during the storm were
those who either stayed on campus during the
weekend or who had to change their plans and
return to school either Saturday night or Sun-
day morning before the storm hit. Some peo-
ple did make it back during the storm on Sun-
day afternoon arriving before Interstate 94 was
closed between Maple Grove and Alexandria.

SJU Academic Dean Robert Spaeth, decided
to cancel Monday's classes about 4:30 p.m,
Sunday because he thought that many people
wouldn't be able to make it back to school
before Monday and he knew that no travel was
being advised anywhere in the state. A similar
decision was made about Tuesday's classes at
4 p.m. Monday for basically the same reasons.
“We've never been closed two days in a row in
the six years I've been here (as dean),’ Spaeth
said, but he expects few problems with mak-
ing up the time lost.

The storm and the closing of facilities that
came with it left many students with nothing
to do. But some decided to go out side and en-
joy the new blanket of snow by playing snow
football or doing some cross-country skiing.

Few parties were found on campus because of
the sparse population of students present dur-
ing the storm and because those that were here
were running low on alcoholic beverages and
had no way to get any more. But there were
tow guys who though they would make some
money on the side by taking orders and run-
ning to St. Cloud on Monday night and fill-
ing the alcohol orders, But the Acme Beer Ser-
vice, as these two called themselves, received
little business. However, Sal's and The Butcher
Shop were full of students partying Monday
night after hearing Tuesday's classes were
cancelled.

1985-03-08, The Record, p. 3
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/36845
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Halloween 1991 in Minnesota!
Share if you were there!

http://www.mtfca.com/discus/messages/411944/456786.htmI?1404094467
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etween 18 and 30 inches -'
an snow fell over Monday |£
and Tuesday around
CSB/SJU. Students dug out
veled sidewalks, and
e rare snow-day
asking in the glories

sota winters. There
has not been a school day can-
celed at CSB/SJU for winter-
weather in at least six
years. More snow 't
is predicted for the
state on Friday.

2001-11-28, The Record p.1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34390
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Page dA Feb. 6, 2003

On Sunday night, the Link was shut down ,

Our View

Let it snow, let it snow

But please clear the sidewalks
n Sunday night, CSB/SJU and the | ered the altered schedule was by word of

“Our View” is prepared by the
EM{M;‘M“ surrounding areas were dumped
“"”‘m"’dm'”ﬁm” with around six inches of snow,

accompanied with wind, ice, poor driving
conditions and what seemed to be the
promise of a smow day. Yet on Monday
Ryan Engelman  morning, Bennies and Johnnies awoke to
Jachie Py the news that classes would continue as
elgrin ¢

Opeion €t scheduled and went outside to face snowy
sidewalks and those dangerously icy stairs

by Sexton.

As much as students complain about the
snow and the problems it can cause, how-
ever, for many, the snowfall was a welcome
surprise. The white stuff is what makes the
cold more bearable, the brown earth more
attractive and the winter more fun. A win-
ter without snow would mean no sledding,
no snowmen, no skiing, and no snowball
fights. So grumble about the poor snow
control if you must, but as you trek through
the snow covered sidewalks, take a minute
to appreciate what makes this place
Minnesota, what makes it home.

at 10:15 p.m. without any notice by voice
mail or e-mail to students, both of which
have been used in the past. While it is
appreciated that the schools do not wish to
send buses full of students out in precari-
ous driving conditions, the lack of commu-
nication caused even more problems. The
only way that students could have discov-

mouth or dumb luck. For those dozens of
students who did not venture outside or for
those who were not fortunate enough to
hear about this, it meant they were strand-
ed on the opposite campus with little choice
but to wait until the morning. While we
don't necessarily see a problem with the
occasional co-ed slumber party, we know
from experience that school officials don't
feel the same way. And for students with
morning classes, the lack of transportation
meant no chance to return to their rooms
and prepare for classes and the next day.

The lack of effective snow management
continued on into the day as students
found themselves traversing snow—covered
sidewalks on the way to class. By the time
morning classes were well under way, sev-
eral spaces remained covered in snow or
ice, including the sidewalks outside CSB
sophomore housing, Alcuin Library, the
Main and, of course, the Sexton stairs. It
was not until well into the afternoon that
all sidewalks were completely cleared and
sanded. As many students can attest to, this
resulted in more than a few minor slips and
slides. We understand that it is an incredi-
bly time-consuming job to clear the side-
walks and stairs, but it's also important
that students have a safe path to and from
their classes.

2003-02-06, The Record, p.4

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31552
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Don’t expect impossible from snow crew -

Dear Editor,

I've been reading The
Record for more than
30 years. It is so much
better now than it used
to be, and I hesitate to
criticize, but your Feb.
6 editorial about the
snow is unfair.

Not to the snow, of
course; you properly
credit it with being “a
welcome surprise.”
However, you expect
more of the Grounds

Feb. 20, 2003

2003-02-20, The Record, p.6
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31852

Crew than is reasonable
or even possible.

I cannot speak about
the efficiency of snow
removal crews at Saint
Ben’s because I'm
rarely on that campus.

But, having lived on
the St. John’s campus
for 30 years, I can speak
volumes about the
Grounds Crew.

I recently prepared
an article about the St.

John's crew that will
appear in the spring
issue of The Abbey
Banner.

In my research I
learned that there are
almost seven miles of
roadways, 6.34 miles of
sidewalks and 16.75
acres of parking lots on
the campus.

When there is an
overnight snowfall, the
crew starts work as
early as 4 a.m., but they

certainly can't do every-
thing at once. They are
amazingly efficient and

put in many extra hours "’

to aid driving and walk-

ing as much as they can -

as soon as they can.

If they had more
workers and more
machines, they could
clear paths quicker.
But then you'd pay even
more than $80 per class
period.

Dolores Schuh, C.H.M.
Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research
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They Make the Campus Come To Life

by Doloves Schuk, CHM

r-rang! Mark Kelly After a well deserved 9

OSB, murns over in bed, break, crew members are back at the

woks at his clock (4 plows, Bobeats, shovels and blowers &

m.) and packs up the do the outlying arcas of the ca 5
[

hone. I's JU Life Sakcty

2003 springv.3 n.1p. 12
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/23898
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