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Saint John’s First “Bible Project”



(With a little background, first, from
The Record, ca. 1940)
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With background from The Record, 1940



/)Wn; Anniversary Z&ﬁw

2= THE RECORD =1

-4 OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY AND ORGAN OF THE ALUMNI

VOLUME 53 © COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA, THURSDAY, MAY 16, 1940 NUMBER 16

“Record” Commemorates Printing Anniversary

State Collegtate Forensrc Umon To Meet Here Saturday

Orators Of Six ; - ‘| Incunabula, Old Manuscripts To
Colleges Enter Gutenberg's First Page Be Shown In Reference Library

Three Divisions

On Saterday, May 15, the anamal
speisg foewncic meet of the Mnse-
scta Foowsals Unioe wili b batid In
S Jska's asGrarun.

The meet s divided (nto theee
ain par ty—srigingd oratery, e
emperantous  speaking,  and
after-dimner sprach. After-dinser

By James Barry
In accordance with the world wide r:debn of the Quin
oeatennial Anniversary of the lnmboe of Printing, the med
peesnts a Library Edition this week in honor of Jobann Guten.
borg, e German lnventor of movesble typw, and s » tnibute
to all his succsmors who have prsssarved t » record of hwman
thought, experience and mldh:t,llul sctivity through the ages.

Students Selected |, s, v b e

apeechen wiil ba gives ot the clos-

- - | In ol
From Senior Class| i s wemten tuss

Ing Bangues sa Saturday eveaing
The wratorieal and extemporsry
wsents Wil e in the afternson,
To eoprovent S Joha's usivee
sity Mr. Pred Hoghes, spmech ia-
stractar, hew chowes two of A papdta, |
Pl Clark, of 5t Cloed, and Dick
Malme of Scitwater. Mr, Clark's
fSeM I oratory be will spenk on The ;-f’ ~
Cimleape of Coptialion. Mr. Nadorw . o’
oil compete = cxwmgeesry speech : htt,

. he b on of
|[For Honor Society| in e it ceatory, ai tomen

wlls o¢ serolls were writtsn by
(& 1 Thee fiwe moeribers of O sonbir chss | WIAS. The wurld owes the pre-

e 10 repewest The clim o 40| Mrvation of the meauments of
nd a8 (he fisst charter rsarsbery of ROman sod Gresk colture to
tha 51 Jetn's Chapter of the Dedta’ the diMeace aad patience of
Epbon Sigms, astemal hecar s the manks. For conteries the
Bunsdicrine monke  ba shaie

cdm. csbs u.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29060

The Record commemorates the 500t anniversary of printing
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29060 — 500 year celebration. Gutenberg
was the first European to use movable type printing, in around 1439, and the global

inventor of the printing press.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Movable_type
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Printing_press
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29060

Thursday, May 16, 1940

Benedictines The First
Custodians OFf Learning

It is a truth well known to all historians and
scholars that it is due to the zeal of the monks
for collecting books and to their labor in mul-
tiplying books that the civilization of the an-
cients was preserved for posterity.

The Record, May 16, 1940, p. 2 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29061

Benedictines the first custodians of learning
The Record, May 16, 1940, p. 2 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29061



http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29061
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29061

An old proverb, much cherished in the Benedictine
order, reads: Monasterium Sine armario quasi castrum
sine armamentario.

The proverb says that a monastery
without a library is like a camp without an arsenal.

The
monks’ love for books and zeal for collecting books ante-
dates the establishment of the Benedictines in the
sixth century; it dates back to the very first cenobite,

The Record, May 16, 1940, p. 2 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29061

“A monastery without a library...”
The Record, May 16, 1940, p. 2 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29061



http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29061
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29061

! With the estabhshment of western monasticism ac-
 cording to the idea of St. Benedict, the monks began to

- were to divide their time between prayer and work,
“Ora et Labora.” As labor on the fields was not possible
/during all seasons of the year, a new type of work was
RO % found for the monks They began to copy manuscripts.

Illustration: http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/ArcaArt,7649

“A new type of work was found for monks”

A familiar bit of human history, but with perhaps a slightly different slant??
(Cause/effect question?)

[llustration: http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/ArcaArt,7649


http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/ArcaArt,7649
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/ArcaArt,7649

oS | This work soon became one of their prin-
/50 \\ cipal occupations. Every Benedictine mon-| /|
/ astery had its Scriplorium, the place where th -,'-'2
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] It was not a boring task as some might suppose, |
; but it was a labor of love for the monks, who
also made a work of art out of the task.

NG

Illustration: http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/HMMLCIrMicr,7031

Labor of love = works of art


http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/HMMLClrMicr,7031

For a Benedictine monk the library can never be too.
rich. Other material conveniences can easily become
superfluous to his needs, perhaps even a hindrance to his
work, but not the library. Though the library is a ma-
terial collection of books, the monk looks at the library
from a spiritual angle. He makes use of books as a po-
tent means of advancement to perfection, for which
purpose he came to the monastery. Next to prayer,
books are the most convenient tool which the Bene-
dictine seizes to help him attain his immortal destiny.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?
ArcaArt, 9223

Books important to spiritual life of monks
[llustration: http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/ArcaArt,9223


http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/ArcaArt,9223
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The very familiarity of the monks with books delayed the or-
ganization of a formal monastie library at St. John's for many
years. Instead of a central library cared for by a librarian,
the early monastery was characterized by a great many small col-
lections. These were of two kinds: +the personal collections of
the individual monks, and the communal collection of the profes-

sors in the school. Our knowledge of both is sketchy.

From Roloff, Ronald William, 0.5.B. Saint John’s University Library: An Historical Evaluation. A Thesis Submitted in
Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts, University of Minnesota, 1953, p. 28-29,

Central library slow to develop

From Roloff, Ronald William, O.S.B. Saint John’s University Library: An Historical
Evaluation. A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the
Degree of Master of Arts, University of Minnesota, 1953, p. 28-29.



We have
reliable evidence of the existence of private collections from
the fact that individual monks often contributed books to the
Abbey Library; and we find that upon the death of a priest of
the monastery the library usually received the collection of books

he had possessed. Apart from this we know little.

From Roloff, Ronald William, 0.5.B. Saint John’s University Library: An Historical Evaluation. A Thesis Submitted in
Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts, University of Minnesota, 1953, p. 28-29,

Private collections added to the Abbey Library

From Roloff, Ronald William, O.S.B. Saint John’s University Library: An Historical
Evaluation. A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the
Degree of Master of Arts, University of Minnesota, 1953, p. 28-29.
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years.

The St. Paul & Pacific Railroad pas
and substantial building, 315 ft. froxf
lege, a thriving community, show th¥sthe Bene

Tthrough the

ST JOHN'SEOLLEGE,

ﬁ-r. )loszpu. ﬁ'rsnans FOUNTY, }Vimu,

Bordering on one of Minnesota's prettiest Iakes, and near the lovely
Watab, surrounded by a picturesque forest, four miles from St. Joseph—
the nearest village—stands St. John's College, an institution favorably
known to the greater and better portion of our citizens for these many

ge lands. A large
. 4 valuable library, a)f
BenedictineOrder, established
A.D. 525, is, as of yore, fulfilling its august mission. As early as 1493, thir-
teen members of this order, under their leader, Dom Bernando Boil, landed
with Columbus, on Montsecreat, one of the West India Islands, to com-
mence in the New World the great things which the order had begun and
noblydone in the Old, the education and civilization of peoples and nations.

1878-79 Catalogue mentions “a valuable library”

11



In 1875 or ‘76, Father Bernard Locnickar, O.S.B., began a handwritten
record of the books in the Abbey Library at Saint John's.

Early Abbey Library ledger catalog
I This handwritten accession ledger was begun ABOUT THE SAME TIME that “Charles
Cutter made the first explicit statement regarding the objectives of a bibliographic

system in his Rules for a Printed Dictionary Catalog in 1876.” [Wikipedia:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_card_catalog]

Hoffmann’s book on the first 50 years has the Cutter number “.H64” for
“Hoffmann”: LD 4811.58582 H64



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Ammi_Cutter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Ammi_Cutter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Ammi_Cutter
http://books.google.com/books?id=rj-f4-Ps-AkC&printsec=frontcover

R -
", First Abbey Library Catalog

The 1list as given is primarily an
- accession record, convertible, by applying
an ingenious shorthand system (key on first
page) ,into a system for locating the books
in the sections where they are shelved.
The accession record thus became also a
kind of catalog.
79! There are 8175 volumes recorded, of
-39 yhich nos.1-3799 were entered by Bernard
Loenikar, 0.8.B,, nos. 3800-5555 by Urban
‘Fischer, 0.8.B.(his entries are character-
ized by beautiful penmanship), nos.5556-
8175 by Francis Mershmann, 0.8.B., and
Norber Hofbauer, 0.5.B,
The first 75 entries are either Bibles,
parts of the Bible, or Biblical literature,

First Abbey Library Catalog

13



Of these, the largest number were in German, Latin, or both.
However, there were also Bibles in Hebrew, Greek, and English.

Most books entered in catalog were bibles

Image also appears on Matt’s blog, http://
www.booksfromthehmmlbasement.blogspot.com/2012_01_08_archive.html,
but | took this photo.

14



The first book listed by Fr. Bernard
Locknikar was a 1572 copy of the Bible,
translated into German by Johann
Dietenberger.

;
?
|
|
:
!
Y
[

It is now in the Rare Books collection in
Alcuin Library.

Photo by Matt Heintzelman
http://www.hmml.org/news10/MH.htm

First book listed was a 1572 Bible in German
From Matt’s blog - http://www.hmml.org/news10/MH.htm

15
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Library locations at St. John's
1870 - 1921
First floor
_ rooms
N
\ Second floor
I\ rooms
4 "Minim"
Abbey Library Departaent
1901-1921
Students Library
/1587—1921
Classrooms
Study
Halls
Monastery
Students Library
1870-1887 Abbey
Abbey Library
1887-1896 2 Church Source:
' Roloff, Ronald W., OSB. St.
Abbey Library 3 2 L
1896-1901 John’s University Library:
An Historical Evaluation.
3 Master’s Thesis, U of M,
}\ 1953.
= y e
Abbey Library http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/SIUArchives,235
1874-1896
1

Abbey and student library locations in the early years: Roloff diagram

From Roloff, Ronald William, O.S.B. Saint John’s University Library: An Historical
Evaluation. A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the
Degree of Master of Arts, University of Minnesota, 1953, p. 87. NOTE: the bottom
label for the Abbey Library should probably say “1874-1887,” not “1874-1896.”

16



Abbey Library
Locations

1-1874-1887
2-1887-1896
3 -1896-1901

Abbey and student library locations in the early years: photos
Cropped from Aschemann collection photos, LP066 (1883) and LP012 (ca. 1884,
according to A Visual History of Saint Benedict's and Saint John's)

17


http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/SJAbbey,3

Abbey and student library locations in the early years: photo of Wimmer Hall exterior
Wimmer Hall - Library ca. 1910s-1920s?

18
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Abbey and student library locations in the early years: photo of Wimmer Hall interior
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Ascheman Coll.- historical photos — LP054 Wimmer
Hall Library ca. 1917
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