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Football at St. John’s — Revisiting 1952

1939 SJU Football Team by Stone Gate entrance to the field

1939 Football Team by Stone Gate to field, in the 1940 Sagatagan, p.66
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/28475 (p. 34 of the pdf)



http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/28475
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The crowd, ca. 1950s

1950s FB Crowd, in the SJU Archives (PCO3 FB v.1 p.37)
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Council Points For Homecoming

CALENDAR

Sept. 27 St. John's vs. Duluth
at Duluth (night)

Oct. 3 Homecoming Eve
7:00 Parade
7:16 Bonfire and Pepfest
8:16 Variety Show

Oct. 4 Homecoming Day
Morning: Registration
2:30 Football game
4:30 Reception in Gym

Gits Named General Chairman;

Prizes Offered For Decorations

By Dave McMahon
®St. John’s Student Council acted swiftly this week to
laly ﬁlans for welcoming Johnny alumni to the earliest
fall Homecoming in nearly twenty years. -
The football struggle with St. Olaf here on October 4 was desig-
nated as the Homecoming game.
Senior Gordon Gits, English

major from Slayton, was named ©f decorations chairman Bob
= Southers, Eau Olaire. Each club

Variety Talent
Rehearses Show

h brow, low brow, and Joe

general chairman of the cele-
bration by the Council.
Responsibility for campus deco-
rations will again fall on campus
clubs under the general direction

will be assigned an area for deco-
ration, and the Council will offer
a $20 prize for the best display.
Prizes will also be given for win-
dow decorations in St. Mary's
Hall

1952 09 26 p.1 The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31362
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Homecoming: A big deal for students

Others appointed to assist Gits
included Jack Hillenbrand, Mah- ’
nomen, chairman for bonfire and Bonfire
pep-fest arrangements; Bob Sha- o
fer, Amery, Wis., and Dick Chris- Pep feSt
topherson, Austin, publicity and Publicity
slogans; and Paul Doherty, In-
dianapolis, Ind., and Mark Slogans
Hughes, Hudson, Wis.,, Home-
coming buttons. Buttons

The variety show on Home- Variety show

coming eve will be under the

joint direction of Fran Voelker,

Thorp, Wis., and Lou Filia-

trault, Duluth. Both men urged

students with talent to appear "The WOOdS are
for tryouts. They promised the

usual packed house for the usually at their
one-night stand. .

Selection of the early date for peak on the fII'St
Homecoming this year will also Weekend in
permit Mother Nature to take a
hand in decorating the campus in October”
autumn colors. The woods are
usually at their peak on the first
weekend in October.

1952 09 26 p.1 The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31362
1952 09 26 p.2 The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31363
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ST. JOHN’S
UNIVERSITY

The 1952 Homecoming Game
Program — elaborate for its time

1952 10 04 Homecoming Game Program cover, in the SJU Archives - 097/3 (Box 9:4)



The programs included features on
the coach

Olwmerving one of the many Frank Merriwell
type, gamesaving stunts which marked Me
Nally's carver, Packer coach E. L. (Curly) Lam-
beau once said, "Johnny Blood ks the mest color
ful player who ever wore cleated shoes.

nal football, brought into the college coach
redible record of athletic

Still holding the professional football long- rued his spectacular pley with

evity mark with 13 colorful years of playing tis . “ T when he went 1o Pits
Bay Packer and Pittaburg M S e

phase of his life on L ouk of World War 11, the va.

brilliant career began wd halfback put sside his cleated shoes and

sted in the air force, serving as & crypto-
grapher in the CBL for three yoars

Discharged after VJ day, McNally returned

signed as Curly Lambeau's assist

2, last game of football

al
protect hi was against his old

rname team, Pittsburgh
After 26 years absence, McNally returned to
" .

in June of 1949, he returned
as freshman football coach.

JOHN “BLOOD” McNALLY, Head Coach

1952 10 04 Program p.2 McNally, in the SJU Archives



GEORGE J. DURENBERGER, Athletic Director

REY. WALTER REGER, OSB

1952 10 04 Program p.5 Durenburger, Rieger, Hiller, in the SJU Archives



1952 -53 l
BASKETBALL SCHEDULE |

™~

1952 HOME
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Sept. 20—Hamline, 2:30 b N
coutmn Movx
Oct. 4—St. Olaf, 2:30 (Homecoming) ||
i
Oct. 11—Augsbarg, 2:30
Oct. 25—St. Thomas, 2:30

o

1952 10 04 Program p.6 co-cpts, song lyrics, in the SJU Archives
1952 10 04 Program p.7 photo, schedules, in the SJU Archives



ST, JONN'S UNIVERSITY

ST. JOHN'S FOOTBALL ROSTER
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1952 10 04 Program p.24 Roster, in the SJU Archives
1952 10 04 Program p.15 lineups signals Coke ad, in the SJU Archives



...and the
dorm
that
opened a
year
earlier:

St. Mary's Hall

Football at St. Jobn'’s Homecolmnq History

Foothall st St John's began in 1900, when the 1925—Hamline 14 St. John's 7
e e o e, 1927—Augsburg 21 St John's §
scores. John O'Leary was the student coach, captain 1929—Hamline 24 St. John's 0
oad shar Suliback 1931—Macalaster 14 St John's 13

1933—St. John's 0 Hamline 0
-St. John's 12 Macalaster 0
St. John's 19 St. Mary's 0
5t. John's 13 Concordia 0

P t John's 25  Concordia 7
was the first Johnny gridder to John's 6 Gustavus 0

hn's 25 Concordia 0
Mary's 21

1952 10 04 Program p.26 FB history, Mary Hall photo, in the SJU Archives



...and of course the team photo:

Roger Vannelli, Bill Christopherson.

Second row - left to right—Mike O'Brien, Charles Hyde, Scott Franta, Bill Theisen, Bob Forester, Jerry Hovey, Bob Aufenthie, John Norton, Don Westbrook, Clem
Schoenbauer, Ray Schmitz, Tony Hofman.

Third row - left to right—Jim Lehman, Jim Lilly, Bob Sintzen, John Vachuska, Bob Larson, Pat Lewis, Dick Coy, Jim Sexton, Bill Braun, John Schwob, Jerry
Meysenbourg, Coach John McNally.

1952 10 04 Program Team photo on back cover, in the SIU Archives
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Along with Homecoming, a report on a recent game against “St. Cloud Teacher’s College” (SCSU)

September 26, 1952

THE RECORD.

Poge 3

Oles vs. Johnnies; Jays Up For Homecoming

Loose Ends
by Dick Christopharion

OWithout & doubt this Is the
worst season for injuries in the
history of football at St. John's.
Since the Johnnies put their
pads on they have been plagued
with injuries. Ourly Gasperiin
was the Arst on the ever-growing
lst when he aggravated an old
kmee injury which sidelined this
potential star permanently
Everything went along peace-

McNallymen Humble Teachers;
Unleash Power In 19-7 Triumph

* * * *

In past years, thess two teams

have been fairly well matched as

4 to material and bave emerged
with six victories aplece.

Twenty-four lettermen bolster

Ade Ohristenson's squsd snd

should provide him with experi-

ence n every position.

The Ole’s backfield works with

plenty of know how. Quarterback

Clint Sathrum, the Ole's passing

Toussaint, Pipers
Surprise Jays, 21-19

By Mike Ruddy
@Using the single wing and T-
formations s thelr tools, the
Hamitne Pipers tipped St. John's
21-19 Saturday, September 20.
o The Jays, tallying in the last
three periods as compared to the
meﬂn"hkhmhm

all important time run out
h the ball resting on the Ham-

1952 09 26 p.3 The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31364

Duluth Hosts Johns Tomorrow;
Ademen Threaten Gala Event

St. Olat, & former amliate of the MIAC, will renew its rivalry with

ished one place behind the Jays last year, they have been given recog-
nition as the team to beat in the Midwest Conference.

sce, will run the T formation
offense, with probable starters
Paul Johnson st fullback, Osp-
taln Runkel st right half and

12
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5. TTEwE
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CO—CAPTAINS of the Johnny football t.ea.m which meets St. Olaf
here in the Homecoming game October 4 are Maurice Chevalier,
battling center from Green Isle, and Bill Christopherson, do-or-die

pass-grabber from Austin.

McNallymen Humble Teachers;
Unleash Power In 19-7 Triumph

By Tom Whalen but once play began it was very
@A spirited St. John’s football obvious that the Jays were any-
eleven opened the 1952 season in thing but the underdogs.
fine form by defeating their old- The Johnnies first scoring drive
est non-conference rival, St. came in the early minutes of the
Cloud TC, 19-7, on the Huskies opening quarter when they took
fleld, Sept. 13. a Huskie punt on their own 22-
The Teachers were expected to yard line and went ali the way
repeat their victory of last year, without losing possession of the
ball. Ardell Vilandre did the hon-
ors as he carried the ball into pay

| Intramiiralg [ st trom the five-yard 1ne. ourly

1952 09 26 p.3 The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31364
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CO-CAPTAINS of the Johnny Iootbnll team which meets St. Olaf

here in the H ing game October 4 are Maurice Chevalier,
battling center from Green Isle, and Bill Christopherson, do-or-die

pass-grabber from Austin.

McNallymen Humble Teachers;
Unleash Power In 19-7 Triumph

By Tom Whalen

@A spirited St. John's football
eleven opened the 19562 season in
fine form by defeating their old-
est non-conference rival, St.
Cloud TC, 19-7, on the Huskies
fleld, Sept. 13,

The Teachers were expected to
repeat their victory of last year,

but once play began it was very
obvious that the Jays were any-
thing but the underdogs.

The Johnnies first scoring drive
came in the early minutes of the
opening quarter when they took
a Huskie punt on their own 22-
yard line and went ali the way
without losing possession of the
ball. Ardell Vilandre did the hon-
ors as he carried the ball into pay
dirt from the five-yard line. Curly

dirt from the five-yard line. Curly
Gasperlin’s conversion was good
and the Jays took a 7-0 lead.

The Huskies threatened to
score in the fading minutes of
the first half as they had the
ball on the Jay two-yard line
and four downs to make it. On
their first attempt quarterback
Borgert threw a pass into the
end zone intended for Miller,
but Harry Christian intercep-

ted it and was brought down in
the end zone for a touch back.

The half ended with the John-
nies still on the long end of the
7-0 score.

The McNally men opened the
second half with just as much
strength as they did the first
quarter, taking the kick-off on
their own 20 and going all the way
to pay dirt without relinquishing
the ball once.

1952 09 26 p.3 The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31364
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Tommy White carried the ball
over from the five-yard line to
give the Johnnies their second
marker of the game. Gasperlin
missed the uprights with his
kick and the score stood at 13-0.

A pass interception by Harry
Christian on his own 25 set up
the Jays’' third and final score of
the game.

Vilandre took off on the longest
run of the game, carrying the ball
from his own 33-yard line to the
Huskies' 17 From there speedster
Jimmy Haas ran around end to
score. Gasperlin missed his kick
and the final score stood at 19-7.

Don Westbrock

But as we shall see, the interception was
really made by number 27, Don Westbrock!

Ardell Vilandre

1952 09 26 p.3 The Record
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31364
1952 10 04 Program p.23 White photo, in the SJU Archives

1952 10 04 Program p.16 Haas photo, in the SJU Archives

Other photos from Team photo in program, back cover

21 White: QB in program, HB in yearbook

65 Christian: FB in program, HB in yearbook

25 Vilandre: QB in program, QB in yearbook

24 Haas: RH in program, HB in yearbook

27 Westbrock: LH in program, HB in yearbook

15
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25 Ardell Vilandre
24 Jim Haas
65 Harry Christian?

27 Don Westbrock

(Edited from )

Three SJU vs. SCS games are online: 1952, 1956, and 1962

NOTE: Film footage provided courtesy of the Archives at St. Cloud State University

Edited from Minnesota Reflections SCSU films of the game, Part 2:
http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/ref/collection/stc/id/8266; thanks to SCSU
Archives and archivist Tom Steman.

This clip shows the longest run of the game by quarterback Ardell Vilandre, a
touchdown run by running back Jim Haas, an interception by Don Westbrock (though
the Record article attributes it to Harry Christian), and the teams mingling at the end
of the game.



http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/ref/collection/stc/id/8266

Watch them in Minnesota Digital Libraries’ Minnesota Reflections,
a database of digitized original materials shared by cultural heritage organizations

http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/

MINNESOTA
REFLECTIONS

Browse by

1
|
| n

|/ st Minitex m D I i R

SOCIETY

http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm/

Minnesota Digital Libraries’ Minnesota Reflections, a database of digitized original
materials shared by cultural heritage organizations in MN

As of Sept. 2015, three games between SCSU (then SCTC) vs. SJU are online:
9/20/1952, 9/15/1956, and 9/15/1962

17
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SPORTS INSIDE ATHLETICS MULTIMEDIA FACILITIES RECRUITS TRADITION CAMPS CSBSJU.EDV

FOOTBALL

FIRST GARY FASCHING SHOW, TAPE-DELAYED GAME
BROADCAST AIRS TONIGHT ON ...

COLLEGEVILLE, Minn. - The first "Gary Fasching Coaches' Show,” and tape-detayed game broadcast of Saint Joha's
45-9 win over Dubuque (lowa) Sept. S, Is scheduled to air at 7 p.m tonight on KOOL-TV. - KOOL.TV

o » 113 GOLF UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA INVITATIONAL JOHNNIES JOX

Compiled in September 2015from resources in the
Saint John’s University Archives and Minnesota Digital Libraries’ Minnesota Reflections
by Peggy Landwehr Roske, CSB/SJU Archivist.
All rights reserved.

http://www.gojohnnies.com/index.aspx?path=football Sept. 16, 2015
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