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St. Ben’s Grotto 
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Our Lady of Lourdes, France 
Painting from http://acatholicview.blogspot.com/2013/02/our-lady-of-lourdes.html 
Text snip from SBM brochure 
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In 1864, sculptor Joseph-Hugues Fabisch was commissioned to create a statue of 
Our Lady of Lourdes.  
Statue photo and text from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph-Hugues_Fabisch 
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The miracle at Lourdes was depicted in a classic movie in 1943, “The Song of 
Bernadette” 
Statue photo from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph-Hugues_Fabisch 
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“The Song of Bernadette” play was enacted in many places, including St. Ben’s. 

Statue photo from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph-Hugues_Fabisch 
Play photo from SBMA 391 
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Quote from 1910?, Community Chronicles  RG 15-01-01 f.1 p.137, SBMA 
Earliest Grotto photo & text scan from SBM brochure 
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1909 July 15 Daprato Statuary letter (from SBMA, RG14-02-01) 
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Daprato website April 21, 2013 
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Photos & text from SBM brochure 
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Quote from 1910?, Community Chronicles  RG 15-01-01 f.1 p.137, SBMA 
“Farm” text from SBM brochure.  Photo: SBMA Grotto 003 
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Yes, it was St. Ben’s grotto 
SBM Grotto brochure & SBMA College collection photo 029 
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Photos & text from SBM brochure 
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Sodality Day at the Grotto: from 1945 Facula p. 41 

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/3303/show/3282 
1945 June Benet p. 1 – Ruth Nierengarten 
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Looking for Bernadette 
photo from These Gentle Communists, p.3 
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1945 Facula p. 5.   
From an alum’s scrapbook album, ca. 1945-1949 

From O:\Archives\csbarchives\Photos\Album 1945-1949 Beatrice Johnson, mother 
of Lisa Moschkau – page 7 
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Grotto photo from With Lamps Burning, p. 109 of the pdf 
The Benet v.23 n.5 1958 May p.3 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/1784  
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Celebrations of the Grotto 
Inset from Benedictine Sisters & Friends winter 2010 
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The Grotto 
Color photos from CSB Archives 
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From the May 18, 2010 entry on the Sisters of Saint Benedict’s Monastery blog, posted by 
Kathryn Casper, OSB 
http://stbensisters.blogspot.com/search?q=grotto 
Center photo by Linda Dusek OSB from SMB blog; others April 2013 by the archivist 
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May 12, 2010, Bernadette returns to the Grotto. 

From the May 18, 2010 entry on the Sisters of Saint Benedict’s Monastery blog, posted by 
Kathryn Casper, OSB. http://stbensisters.blogspot.com/search?q=grotto.  Petitions photo 
by Linda Dusek OSB. 
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1954 Sagatagan  
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St. Joseph statue erected in May – but which year? 
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“1926 6/16/26 St. Joseph blessed 6/16/26 by Bishop Busch” – from SBMA note 
cards [RG14-2-1 Box 3]  
“During the year quite a number of improvements were made on the premises.  A 
large statue of Our Holy Father St. Benedict was erected on the South Campus and a 
large Lily pond was built in at the South-west Side of the main building.  A lifesize 
statue of Our Lady was procured for the park around the pavilion.  The latter was 
paid for by donations received by the novices.”  15-1-1 file 6 p.15, SBMA 
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Ca. 1926-27 St. Benedict statue at St. Ben’s 
Blessed 6/5/59 “on front lawn”; removed Fall 1990 – from SBMA note cards [RG14-2-1 Box 
3] 
photo from These Gentle Communists, p.3 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/6078/show/6069 

“During the year quite a number of improvements were made on the premises.  A 
large statue of Our Holy Father St. Benedict was erected on the South Campus and a 
large Lily pond was built in at the South-west Side of the main building.  A lifesize 
statue of Our Lady was procured for the park around the pavilion.  The latter was 
paid for by donations received by the novices.”  15-1-1 f. 6 p.15, SBMA 
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Ca. 1926-27 St. Benedict statue at St. Ben’s 
Blessed 6/5/59 “on front lawn”; removed Fall 1990 – from SBMA note cards [RG14-2-1 Box 
3] 
Ca. 1927 St. Benedict statue from SBMA 

26 



The Handshake Jan. 1937 p.3 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/1679 
Photo from Vivarium: SBM14b05__Rotundaresidence 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SBM/id/406 
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1945 in the Rotunda: BVM statue replaced by new crucifix 
The Benet 1945 October p. 1 v.11 n.1  

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/1721  
Photo from Vivarium: SBM14b05__Rotundaresidence 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SBM/id/406 
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Statue of Our Lady, for the “Pavillion” [in the woods?] 
From an alum’s scrapbook album, ca. 1945-1949 

From O:\Archives\csbarchives\Photos\Album 1945-1949 Beatrice Johnson, mother 
of Lisa Moschkau – p. 4 
“During the year quite a number of improvements were made on the premises.  A 
large statue of Our Holy Father St. Benedict was erected on the South Campus and a 
large Lily pond was built in at the South-west Side of the main building.  A lifesize 
statue of Our Lady was procured for the park around the pavilion.  The latter was 
paid for by donations received by the novices.”  15-1-1 file 6 p. 15 [and p.94?] SBMA  
Community Chronicles 
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Our Lady in the Park 
Photos 2013 0422 by the archivist 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help outside Aurora Hall 
Mary Commons and Aurora Hall opened in the fall of 1956 
Inset from “Statues We Have Known And Loved, Part 1” by Owen Lindblad, OSB, Oct. 2004 
Community News, St. Ben’s Monastery 

SBM.14c05b  From Monastery PP record:  “With donations from friends, Sister 
Leona Ryan had a statue in honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help erected in the field 
(near what is now Mary Hall) to procure new buildings for the college.  The first 
donation for the statue came from Eddie Linneman,  The base of the statue 
enclosed papers with fervent petitions to Our Lady - mostly for blessings upon the 
future expansion of CSB.  Twenty years later when Mary Hall was built (1955-57), 
Mr. Greene, the architect, fumed about the statue - it should be moved.  There was 
reluctance to move that weather-battered statue under the pine trees even though 
no one remembered that Mary was placed there to procure new buildings.”  
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help outside Mary Commons 
“Statues We Have Known And Loved, Part 1” by Owen Lindblad, OSB, Oct. 2004 Community 
News, St. Ben’s Monastery 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help and Aurora Hall 
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Community Chronicle Nov. 9, 1962, SBMA  
“Some 3000 guests, including representatives of twenty religious Orders, and many of the 
hierarchy, joined the community in its Centennial Day  celebration of thanksgiving.  The 
major events of the day included …the blessing of the statue of St. Walburga, the gift to the 
community from Mt. Saint Scholastica Convent, Villa Sancta Scholastica Convent, 
Annunciation Convent, St. Bede’s Priory, St. Paul’s Priory, St. Placid’s Priory, and St. Mary 
Priory.” Community Chronicle August 19, 1957 SBMA  

From a file in RG 14 4-2-1 file 2 with notes about the statues, in SBMA 
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SBMA photo sbm11c01b 
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SBM.12b05g St. Mary's Basilica in Minneapolis, MN, purchased the six angels and 
placed them in the choir nave of the Basilica.  
SBM.12b06b   The parish of St. Mary's Basilica in Minneapolis  
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1988 Fall St. Benedict’s Today, p. 3  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/4402/show/4370  
Dr. Angeline Dufner ‘57’s essay about college life, about statues of S. Anthony & St. Joan, 
pranks, disappearance and speculation about them being in the depths of Lake Sarah.  
Angie graduated in 1957, one year after Mary Commons opened. 
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1988 Fall St. Benedict’s Today, p. 3  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/4402/show/4370  
Dr. Angeline Dufner ‘57’s essay about college life, about statues of S. Anthony & St. Joan, 
pranks, disappearance and speculation about them being in the depths of Lake Sarah.  
Angie graduated in 1957, one year after Mary Commons opened. 
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Google Map of St. Ben’s, ca. 2010 
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Google Map of St. Ben’s, ca. 2010 
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CSB’s newest statue, “Breaking Free,” installed in Clemens Library Feb. 4, 2013 
Installation photo by Jim Parsons; closeup by the archivist 2013 0422 
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