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The Shipping Container: So Simple Yet So Powerful

There’s an interesting little economics story in the Atlantic on the way something as simple as the shipping container can lead to
major improvements in the standard of living of people all around the world.

When looking at technological change as a source of economic growth, there is a natural tendency to focus on high tech changes like
the transistor, integrated circuits and the internet, but apparently simple things can have a tremendous impact on well-being too.

For those who are particularly taken by the shipping container (maybe a very select group!), there is a whole book on the subject, The
Box: How the Shipping Container Made the World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger, by Marc Levinson.
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