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Benedictine Women on the Prairie: St. Ben’s Building History, Part 3 

1 



Where we left off: CSB campus in 1970 
1971-72 Catalog: CSB aerial photo ca. 1970 looking NE 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/1909  
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Backtracking a bit – more on the Idzerda House’s story 
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Dr. Davidson built the house, but left a few years after the family tragedy 
1962 May 11 Record p. 4 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33278/show/33277  
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4-year old Benedict Davidson’s headstone, carved by Collegeville artist Joe O’Connell 
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CSB in 1972: some things have been added since 1970! 
1972 aerial photo of CSB  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/13 
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1. To solve a housing crunch: Mobile home trailers house students from 1971-1975 
1974 May 16 Vitae p. 2 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/2051 
1972 aerial photo of CSB 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/13 
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2. The West Apartments open in1972 to help alleviate the housing crunch 
1972 aerial photo of CSB 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/13 
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The West Apartments are finished, to replace the Trailers…supposedly…but the 
trailers house students from 1971-1975 
The Torch, December 18, 1971. p. 3. 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/119 
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3. The Horse Barn 
1974 May 16 Vitae p. 2 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/2051 
1972 aerial photo of CSB 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/13 
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3. CSB adds a Horsemanship Program and builds a barn, stables and paddocks in 1972 

11 



Campus map from the1972-73 course catalog 
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In Dec.1972, CSB President Idzerda and Mother Henrita break ground for CSB’s pool, 
which is completed in 1973 
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St. Ben’s High School closes; the Henrita Academic Building is used by CSB 
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1974: CSB builds a Campus Center 
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1974:  CSB’s new Campus Center fills in a bit of the “Tundra”  
and houses the Bookstore (downstairs), student post office, and “The Loft” (upstairs), 
a campus eatery 
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The East Apartments are added in 1975 
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1975: The trailers are removed, and there’s still a lot of “Tundra”! 
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1974: Dr. Beverly Miller replaces Stan Idzerda and serves as CSB President until 1979 - 
and nothing (else) gets built. 
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1980: Dominica is added as a 7th West Apartment 
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1980-1981 Dominica Apartment & Evin Hall are added 
1981 campus map http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/1917 
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1981-83: The Sisters renovate the Sacred Heart Chapel 
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1983: Planning for a  new library has begun 
“Library has priority over gym,” Jane Merickel, Nov. 30, 1983, p. 1 The Cable 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/1152/show/1148 
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1984: Groundbreaking for a new gym 
1984 March 15 P. 1 The Cable “St. Ben’s Builds New Gym” by Julie Michels 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/1264 
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S. Claire Lynch, CSB’s Dean from 1931-1942, in her namesake gym 
The construction of the gym was done before the much needed library due to the 
availability of college reserve funds. 
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1986 – a new wing is added to Richarda Hall (formerly the high school dorm) 
1986 April 18, p. 7 The Cable 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/1500/show/1490 
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1985: Library construction is underway 
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Photo from St. Ben’s Monastery Archives 
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With the completion of the library, there is less of the “Tundra.” 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/15 
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“CSB’s Clemens Library a Hit” 
1986 Oct. 10 p. 1 The Cable  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/1643 
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1987: Clemens Library gets its bells 
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1988 – Margretta Hall opens, named in honor of S. Margretta Nathe, OSB 
(Eight years later, Brian Hall opens in honor of S. Brian Spain, pictured at right with S. 
Margretta) 
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1988: Margretta Hall is a big hit 
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1988-90: Teresa Hall is remodeled, inside and out.   
The old library becomes the TRC (Teresa Reception Center), on the first floor 
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The old library becomes the TRC (Teresa Reception Center), on the first floor 
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The old auditorium has become the Business Office on 2nd floor 
 

36 



The old metal fire escape stairway is replaced with interior stairs 
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The staircase at the “knuckle” is enclosed, decades after its porticos gained windows. 
Left photo from 1945 Facula, p. 1 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/3303/show/3262 
B&W group photo from O:\Photos\CSB photos from SBMA\COLLEGE\760College.jpg 
Color photo O:\Photos\Buildings Photos\Main Building\Main Exterior 1970s-
90s\Main (Oct.1996) 001 
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Even the Fish Pond gets a facelift! 
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Credits 
Aerial photo 1989 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/17 
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