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Promoting St. John’s

“way back when”:
A few examples from the SJU Archives

¥ St. John's University, Collegavills, Minn. - J
&P’L NN

Graphic from The Record, July 1888, p. 79



No publicity in the beginning...

St. John's Seminary was opened at the Rothkopp claims
on 10 November 1857. The beginnings could scarcely
have been more humble...

The first students were five in number, all from the
region....

There was no publicity or formal announcement of the
opening. The five young men merely moved in with the
monks, as students had often done in centuries past in
hundreds of monasteries.

Worship & Work, p. 57
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Abbot Rupert Seidenbusch lost no time in placing the
institution into public view. Both Der Wanderer and
Northwestern Chronicle, the only Catholic papers in the State,
carried advertisements.

From the Chronicle of July 13, 1867:

“St. John’s College. Under the charge of the Benedictine Fathers, of the
abbey of St. Louis on the Lake, situated in the most healthy region of
the State of Minnesota, will commence its half-year regular course of
studies on the Second Day of September. Admission Fee, $5.00; Yearly
Pension $175. Payable half-yearly in advance. No extra charges except
for medical attendance. medicine, books and stationery.

This advertisement was launched into publicity without an editorial comment or
“send-off” of any description.

From Saint John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota: A Sketch of Its History,
Alexius Hoffmann, OSB, 1907, chapter 2




The following letter was published in DER WANDERER, a German
language newspaper published in 5t, Paul. The letter was
in Vol. 1, No. 11, January 25, 1868 on page 86,

St. Cloud
January 13, 1868
Dear Wanderer:
I am pleased to submit the following to your newspaper.

“\‘\)g Last week T travelled from :

New Munich, Melrose, Sauk Centre and to English Gnove &

Cloud to St. Joseph,

settlement fourteen miles northwest of Sauk Centre.
A8 a Cathelic, I must acknowledge my pleasure as I entered

the Catholic settlement of 8

. Joseph, Lach morning the Holy
Kass can be heard, There is s good school in which the
children sre instructed in the Catholic faith and where good

instruction is given by the venerable Sisters of St. Henediet.

Four miles beyond St. Joseph, I arrived at the
Benedictine Abbey of St. Ludwig on 'the Lake. 1 visited
St. John's College in which thirty students are enrolled,
The Abbey is located in a besutiful forest on a gentle
rise on the north side of a large fish rich lake. WNear the
abbey especially to the west there are still a few parcels
of land to be settled. There is enough cheap land for
settlement by about s hundred families. These families
would be near to a church and school and twelve to fifteen

miles from St. Cloud and five or six miles from St, Joseph.

Translated by Bill Cofell (I think) — from ARC — “Visit to St. John’s 1868” folder



St. Joseph, Stearns Co.,

MINNESOTA, Catholic

UNDER THE CHARGE OF THE - =
BENEDICTINE FATHERS Directory
Of the Abbey of St. Louis on the Lake. 1877
WILL COMMENCE ITS REGULAR COURSE OF STUDIES ON THE

9th of September, 1876,

ERtRARCS Ie0 serTiTIICI VTSI IV PRI PR RN S §5 co
Board and Taition, per Session of five months, i paid in ad-

L e AR OO AT S e 90 00
If with the consent of the President payment fis de-

ferred....... . Oy R T O ARG 100 00
Bedding, Washing, and Mending of Articles washed, per

Session of five months......... 0000000 L0 750
Tuition in Drawing, per Session of fivemonths ............. 10 60
Taition ia Masic, Vocal and Instramental, per Session of five

MONLHE. 'L TR RO A & 11 % 5 B o 15 00
Use of Piano, per Session of five months. . 500
Telegraphing, per Session. . 20 00
Graduation Fee ........... s 5 00
Vacation, if spent at the Institution.... .. + civveviinninnn 30 00

Terms must bs pnid invariably at the of each Ses.

sion. If they remain uopaid thirty days, the President will draw upon
the parents, etc., for the amount, charging the expenses of collec-
tion.
For particulars address
ABBOT ALEXIUS EDELBROCK, Pres.,

1877 Catholic Directory ad



St. John's University, Sonesevite
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: St. John's University, Saiesevitle.
i be : '%mb%lm' ‘,ﬁ conduc o Fathers

mobernen Berbejjerung

;‘e'}?és“é.’e', :[ci?x‘nb und romantijd gelegene of the Benedictine Order. It
@ehranjtalt, bie in dben Borbereit: affords unsurpassed facilities
ungs Gommevciellen Wif: and accommodations. Loca-
fenjdaftlidenundGlajjijden tion healthy and romantic
Departments die audgeseicnetiten Pré £ Co .
Bortheile ftudievenden Jimglingen bietet. paratory, mmercial,
Sduljahr: Bon ber erften !gotbg Septem- Scientific, Classicaland Theo-
ber's big gur lefsten Wodpe Juni’s. Bog: logical Dep’ts open. School-
{inge werben aud) wihrend bes Schuljabres ear: First week of Sept. till
aufgenommen. Filv Catalogue etc. wenbe t week of June. For Cata-
man fidh an The dent.

logue ete. apply to the Presi-
dent.

Source(s) and date(s) unknown; perhaps Der Wanderer ?



~ The University is situated on a beautiful lake in the healthiest part of Minnesota.

PROFESSO:.
~ sident or tomthe Vice-President of St. Johns University, Collegev

Preparatory, Commercial, Scientific, Classical and Theological.

The

accommodations and facilities are unsurpassed. It possesses a staff of EXPERIENCED
RS, who devote their lives to education. — For catal e, etc., apply to t‘he?re- :

1897 Catholic Directory ad
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1900 Catholic Directory ad




&t. Johmn’'s University, 'Collegevillé, Minn.

A BOARDING SCHOOL CONDUCTED BY THE BENEDICTINE FATHERS

Classical, Philosophical, Theological, Scientific, Commercial, Preparatory Courses.
Music, TGypewriting and Phonography. For Catalog apply to the Very Rev. Rector.

1910 Catholic Directory ad
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ST.JOHN'S UNIVERSITY

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA Conducted by Benedictine Fathers

1905
Calendar

cussical.... | ymopy mﬁ, 1808; ' Preparatory..
ooscwrvn 1 |2 (3|4 [5[6]T | conmevu.
8 901 12B K ‘ *
Theological.., Ji‘ !Q{E}Is ” im 2[ Sclentific. .....
© nBuseAB
COUTSEs . cununee ”\301 3 -, )‘,i,@“ .i(,. Courses. .o,

@ an 1w mo. @

For Catalogue etc. apply to the Rev, Pirector

Printing Press was set up on first floor of southeast wing, 1889(Hoffman, p. 91)
The photo studio was on the 3™ floor of the new Wimmer Hall in 1901



2 Sreech X (R - o < 2 - ~ 2 - e
23 Greetings & > Hruclmqs ce | =5 Greefings
from from

from

John's lfnin.-rw!v_;_ [ niversity,

St. Jofn's

1907 JARNUARY 1907 ll 0z JANUARY 100r
Sun.  Mon Tue. Wed Thu L - - e

Al _,,:\RY moz

Tue. Wed. Th i

3 4

; 1 2 3 4 5 i s i :
5 7 8 9 10 11 12 45 3k P o 1
1115 16 17 18 | 13 14 13 16 12 18 19 5 1115 16 12 18 1D
8 2: 2! .».,. s : P 2; 24 .,‘) P ! ¢ < 22 2. D -

27 28 29 30 31

28 29 30 31

1907 Calendar — in three versions




Also show 1909 brochure,
from 1760:5

1909
Calendar
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“In and Around St. John’s University, Collegeville, Minn”
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1916: Something new

Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie Railway
TWO-YEAR CONTRACT 7
DUPLICATE STATION ADVERTISING.

¢ 260,00 Collegeville Minn,January 2931916
For the privilege of using advertising space, 11 by 21 inches, in the 800 LiNg STATIONS

,,,,,, As_per Liat No. 6. S00 Line. . Cexd to he placed in 125 weiting xooms.
_..0r more. Two ohsnges of carde sllowed during contxsoti, if desired. .
...... Bxolusive right given 3f. Joha's Univereity sdvertising School for

for the term ot TWENLY=LOUL  months, from... . Moxeh 1,1916. W
wmmmmdmhmmas‘mmum Minon.
510-‘5 ———— firet day of each month during the above said term.

Itis understood and agreed that the said Railway Co: has reserved the to reject contract, and
d‘.wT:em- -nbdckcpl .dlood-‘bmotd: dl.ibroh:lp.:' :dn willbewheod. =

signs are to in an or said term repl
oom-w?&u Railway Company, except such

Noo&n-dnmncmmﬂbenﬂw:dwﬂm&:\l’ml‘
.pnhlub

From 1834:11
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1917 Soo Line

1917 Railroad map — from Box 1834:11
* Minneapolis to Duluth & Sault St. Marie
* Minneapolis to Chicago

15



Jatholi 1lletin - Rev. #r.' (a. asen, R or
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Leading .Colleges of Minnesota - The Rector

1922

1922 - publications in which St. John’s advertised — from Box 1834:10
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ST JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
z«'f::'é’?é:,f’?;’fflf,",l The College Man

Pieri
Wt Kors is in greater demand than ever. The self-
made man is fast becoming a relic. Get a
college education and be a leader. The man
with a college training, all other things being
equal, possesses the magic key to the door
of every opportunity.

“Less than 2 per cent. of the men of
ca go through college, yet from the 2 per cent. the nation
s 75 per cent. of the leaders in all w of life."

—CONGRESSIONAL RECORD

Ame
draws

. Sl
St. John’s University

—a Lalholu‘ Boarding School for Young \Irll*ﬂﬂrn ln “luh School graduates

courses in Music, Py iness, Pre-Medicine, Pre.Law, FEngineering

Architecture, Letters, Philosophy, Pre-Divinity.

A splendid new $150,000 College Hall to be opened next September. La
new athletic t. John's is a member of the \|llmc~il.1 Intercollegiate \|||
letic Conference.  Every opportunity for every sport

For catalog and particulars write to

“Every opportunity for every sport”

*“What sculpture is to @ ock
of marble
qumllun is to @ human

) —Addison
W
ST. JOHN’S
~
UNIVERSITY
A Catholic Boarding Srhnul for
Young Men. Founded in 1857. Con-
ducted by the Benedictine F
The aim of St. John's University is
to teach young men not only “how to get a
living but how to live.
oha's holds out to its nludrnu ample
opportunity to follow the bent of their special talents. Seminar
lex':)?rrwr.nnry courses. Courses leading to a B.A,, Ph. B.,
Splendid new $150,000 College Hall,
Most healthful and charming environment. Extensive cam-
ke new athletic field.  Every opportunity for every sport | term be-
gins September 6. Will you be there?

For catalog and particulars write to

CYMNASIUM

1921-22 — before Benet opened in fall 1922. From 1834:10.

17



ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
Newspaper Advertising Schedule—Summer 1921

All plates measure 2 cols., 6 in.

THC CROTTO
OF LovRoEs
What senlpture is

ST. JOHN'S e

UNIVERSITY o e sl

Cathol
Foundied 1 1

The chief aim of St. John's University is to
train young men to meet bravely successfully
the complex problems they will | fronted with
in later life. St. John's imparts Christian—Catholic

-ideals of living, and while training the mind

insists in season and out of scason on the importance
of strong will power.
wre variously gifted, St John's holds out to its
to follow the bent of their special talents. Courses
s Business, Music, Pre-Law. Pre-Medicine,
Pre Lcum nincering and’ Architecture, Philosophy and. Theology:
High School and College accredited 16 the State University.
ntry location, Most healthful and charming environment. Extensive
anm\rh ery athletic opportunity

Fall term begins September 8. Will your Son be there?

Write for Catalog and particulars to

Boarding School for Young Men.

Realizing that men
students ample opportun
Ce

168 Agate Lines

CAMPUS

“A earning is @ dangerons thing
Drink decp or taste not the Pierian spring.”
Porr

THE COLLEGE MAN

—is in greater demand than ever. The self-made man is fast becoming a relic
He gets just so far and then all avenues of advan re blocked to him. The

i i things being equal, possesses the magic key
. “Less than 2 per cent of the men of Amer-
ica go through college, yet from the'3 per cent the nation draws 75 per cent
of the leaders in all walks of life."—Congressional Record

ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY

—a Resident School offers to High School graduates courses in
Pre-Medicine, Pre-Law, , Engincering and - Architecture, Letters, Phil-
osophy, Pre-Div

Accredited to State memy. Conducts also an accredited High
School offering several specialized courses.

A new College Hall, modern in every way, is under construction,
which will accommodate 125 college men. Member of the Minnesota
College Conference. Every opportunity for sport

For Catalog and particulars write to

18



1922 —ad in Nordstrum’s (?) — a magazine page, with an ad on the other side, in
German, for Thompson Yards Inc., St. Cloud

19



1930s

St. John's Eniversity
_ COLLEGEVILLE, MINN.
“In the Heart of a Landscape Paradise

St. John's University
COLLEGEVILLE, MINN,
In the Heart of a Landscape Paradise
A Resident and Day School for Men

A Resident and Day Sechool for Men
Offers exceptional opportunities for four
arts college

CALL IN PERSON OM WRITE
FOR CATALOGUR.

REV. WALTER REGER, 0.8.B.

G oY - M50

(,3’}%0 59 A

Top twp from the Catholic Bulletin July 17, 1936-37

20



- .

Gollege of St, Benedict
St. Joseph, m-?nh

1930s

STATROBTIRv e

We had some of the same competitors in 1937, too (from the Catholic Bulletin July 17,
1937)

21



We've come a long way
from this...

St.Catherine

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA
w.-qu.um"
e B 22

: P n--.wu—luluu'-.
Lady o1 Viewry. | Diovead vaa fastoegh iy st S

=i

COLLEGE OF | Sr THOMAS
IMNIW. -d DAY Luu.EGE

m:-u.

m— w—um*w
‘Idﬁﬁ-ﬂ-u.*hmm

nnpn.-l-u-u
wmmmnm — Norsiog, Techalclsns.

Write for Information
Address: DEAN'

From Der Wanderer, July 9, 1936 (Box 1760:4)
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Dance your way through life at CSB/SJU

Y[]u Search

CSB/SJU Oh the Places You'll Go Orientation 2010

csdsjuonentation 5vioeos ¥ Subscnde

rientation Video
-:‘. -.. _:_.A - .“‘.

2010 Onentation Team

Watch This!
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“

Promoting St. John's “way back when”: A few examples from the SJU Archives

Compiled in September 2010 from resources in the SJU Archives
by Peggy Landwehr Roske, CSB/SJU Archivist
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