College of Saint Benedict and Saint John's University

Digital Commons@CSB/SJU

Archives History Lessons Archives

2017

Old Stone House

Peggy L. Roske
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's University, proske@csbsju.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons

Recommended Citation

Roske, Peggy L., "Old Stone House" (2017). Archives History Lessons. 38.
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons/38

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@CSB/SJU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Archives History Lessons by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@CSB/SJU. For more
information, please contact digitalcommons@csbsju.edu.


https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons?utm_source=digitalcommons.csbsju.edu%2Farchives_history_lessons%2F38&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons/38?utm_source=digitalcommons.csbsju.edu%2Farchives_history_lessons%2F38&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@csbsju.edu

150 years ago

l - / 7 y Wwoo# PiLk
! > 2

'''''''''




...the St. John’s community
left the “old farm” in Indianbush...
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...for the shores of the lake: ample water, and room to grow.

Drawing from SJAA



i

SR s = i

ne house was occupied. The frame house which used
to stand at the Collegeville site was moved to a position southwest of
the stone house. It must have stood right on what is now the roadway.

Drawing from SJAA; text from green notebook in the SJU Archives
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I would be in an isolated spot, fa
any proposed railroad or growing city.l

1 The seclusion was looked upon as an'asset for study purposes and
was advertized as such in the school catalogues for several years. 3

Drawing from SJAA
Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1, p.19.
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/3428 (p. 24 of the pdf)



http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

When the coutents of the corness
stone were reached, among otherss
the following important docuwment
bearing on the history of the linilds

ing was found,

A. D. Nostri Jusu Chisrl 1866
die 19 Julii huins aedificationis 1as
pis primus positus est a Reversns
dissimo  Troma LaNpoN GRAGES
Episcopo 8. Pauli, Regnante PGS
[X Papa, I{I-\'m-umli:\sinmanll"Acl_ti(
Wiismer, O. 8. B, Abbate ad monss
tem S. Vincentii Praeside Congregis
tionis Americano Cuassinensis, eSS
verendo Bexgpiero Hawpi, ONSS
B., Priore hujus monasterii, A8
prEA JoussoN Praeside civitatuik
confoederatarum,

On the 19th day of July A. D.
1866 the first stone of this structure
was laid by the Rt. Rev. Thomas
L. Grace, Bishop of 8t. Paul, dur.
ing the Pontificate of Pius IX,,
Right Rev. Boniface Wimmer, O, S.
B., Abbot at Mount St. Vincent
(Pa.), being Praeses of the Ameri-
ean-Cassinese Congregation; Rev.
Benediet Haindl being Prior of this
Monastery; and Andrew Johnson
being: President  of the United
States,

St. John's Record September 1893

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/241
“The Stone House,” St. John's Record v. 4-6, September 1893, p.186-187




Most of the information on the building of the stone house was
found in a copy made by the Reverend Alexius Hoffmann, 0.S.B., of
part of an old account book of Prior Benedict.

Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1, p.19-33

Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1, p.19-33
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/3428 (p. 24-38 of the pdf)
The graphicis from p.19 (p. 24 of the pdf); footnote 2 is on p. 20 (p. 25 of the pdf)



http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

The early monks of Minnesota

with the stone houses in Pennsylvania which dated back to colonial®

times. Although the monks here were not architects,
successfully copied the order and simplicity of colonial and Ger-
man-American architecture. To this they added the permanence and™
stability gained by building with the granite boulders. Thus I was “& A%
built according to a contemporary style which was brought from"ﬁ?"g"
Western Pennsylvania to the new Minnesota frontier.

they rather==%

Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.23 (p. 28 of the
pdf)



http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

It isn't the easiest thing in the world +to build a stone house,
especially not under frontier handicaps. There was no lumber shed

to which the general contractor(there wasn't one of these either ) &%
could go for some badly needed boards. All the beams and flooring{
had to come by horse and wagon from the sawmill at St. Cloud. .

nor was Cold Spring itself, so neatly cut granite blocks were |
never even considered. Consequently my exterior was built of the =
easiest obtainable stone, native or rough field boulders picked up
in the vicinity. There were enough of them available on central’
Minnesota soil, I assure you, to build all the houses and fences
needed for many a year.

Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.20 (p. 25 of the
pdf)
Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.21 (p. 26 of the
pdf)



http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

The contract for gathering the boulders
was let out to Theodore Pierz(or Beirz)for $4.50 per ox-cart load.
He had to gather all the stones and see to it that they were on
hand at the construction site on time so that the masons would not $&
be delayed. The monks had two picks and two crow-bars made for him*ﬁ‘ ,
and also built or repaired a boat for him in a shanty on the lake } :E

The boat was a scow or a barge of some kind. The stones, ™
none larger than two men could carry, were picked up along the
shore as far as Chapel Island and ferried on the boat to the north:
shore. They were then transferred to a wagon drawn by oxen and}
hauled up the hill to the building. Theodore Pierz earned $357. 758 ¢
by the time I was built. 3

i.e. approx. 80 cartloads)

Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.21 (p. 26 of the
pdf)
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http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

“The structure was 46x50 feet
and its unadorned front faced
the rising sun. Besides the
basement, there were two
stories and an attic.

The basement was intended
for cellars, kitchen and dining
room; the first and second

floor as quarters...for the
Fathers, study and class
rooms; the attic was an open
turret...”

Saint John's University, Collegeville,
Minnesota: A Sketch of Its History,
by Alexius Hoffmann, OSB Chapter

First Floor of the Stone House in September, 1867. 1

From "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.27 (p. 32 of the pdf)



http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

Floor of the Stone House in September, 1867,

Father Alexius Edelbrock, 0.5.B., "Dean.” He was not dean officially,
but was given that title e students.
Father Wolfgang Northm «y vice-president
Prior Benedi

Abbot Ruj

Rear ent

the baseme

"Wide"™ corridor.

Front entrance and stairway.

Classrooms and study. hall,

South wing. Built in 1868,

The second floor was partitioned in the same way as the first, but
the four rooms on the south side were occupied by the one seminar-
ian, a lay professor, and guests. Both of the larger rooms were
classrooms. I see that the top floor of the quadrangle is still
used as dormitory space. That's also the way it was with me.

First Floor of the Stone House in September, 1867.

From "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.27 (p. 32 of the pdf)
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http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

We two buildings didn't fit together very well. Besides the obvi-
ous difference between the stone and the brick walls, my northern
neighbor was set back about twenty feet because its main corridor
was on the east side,while my north-south corridor was in the cen-

22 Another difference was that my first floor was a little
higHer than the first floor of the brick building, so one had to
go down a half-dozen steps to get into my northern neighbor.

Photo from Alexius Hoffmann’s Saint John’s University: A Sketch of Its History, 1857-
1907, 1907, on the page opposite p. 32, captioned “St. John's 1868-1873"
Floor plan from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.27 (p. 32 of

the pdf)

Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.029 (p. 34 of the

pdf)
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http://csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

Each single or double room was furnished with chairs, table(s),

bed(s),an iron stove, a wooden spittoon filled with sawdust,l4and

B a kerosene lamp or two. The tables were merely a pilece of wood

[ supported by four legs. In private homes they were made of sawed
. timber, unstained and unpainted.

e

l

the furniture here was better since there l
was a carpenter shop here at the time.

5

Photo from Alexius Hoffmann’s Saint John’s University: A Sketch of Its History, 1857-
1907, 1907, on the page opposite p. 32, captioned “St. John's 1868-1873"

Floor plan from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.27 (p. 32 of
the pdf)

Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.25 (p. 30 of the
pdf)
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http://csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

There was ? sundial painted on my south wall after the fashion
in Germany.l

" 11 According to Alexius Hoffmann, 0.S.B.,

| lished manuscript in the Archives of St. John's Abbey),the sundial

'~ was painted in bright colors by the Reverend Vincent Schiffrer,
0.5.B., and afforded-a target to the students, who used to throw
stones at it, until finally the hands were broken off. The Rever-

. ends Thomas Borgerding,0.5.B., and Roman Homar,0.S.B., both remem- &

ber that there was a design around the sundial, but that is about
all.There is a similar painting on the stone

8= =

Photo from Alexius Hoffmann’s Saint John’s University: A Sketch of Its History, 1857-
1907, 1907, on the page opposite p. 32, captioned “St. John's 1868-1873"

Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.24 (p. 29 of the
pdf)

rectory in St.Joseph, B
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http://csbsju.edu/sju-archives/sjuhistory/booksaboutstjohns/hoffmannbook
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

(The Sun Dial, presumably)
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b
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My front steps were amputated”
about 1883.After that my ten-:
ants had to use the back door ™
or enter through the South
wing.

Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.23 (p. 28 of the
pdf)
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http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

I wasn't the only stone building put up in Stearns County in those
days, and there are still some examples around St. John's, for in-
stance, - the church and rectory at St. Joseph, the farmhouse along °‘
the road south of Lake Sagatagan, and the foundations of the south
wing and the quadrangle.

Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.24 (p. 29 of the

pdf)
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http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/SJUArchives&CISOPTR=3538&REC=12&CISOBOX=stone+house

At about this time the community planned +to build another

house just like me on the north end of the east wing,
church is now.

stone
where the
This plan, however, was dropped, but not before it
was advertized as already completed.27 1In 1875 the Reverend Alex-

ius Edelbrock, 0.S.B., was elected abbot, and he had bigger build- %
ing plans.

27 Catalogue of St. John's College for the Academic School Year
1876-77 (St. Paul, 1877), frontispiece

Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.031 (p. 36 of the
pdf)

Image from 1876-77 Catalogue, p. 2,

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/281
Also in the 1877-1878 and 1878-1879 editions.
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“Potato Field, 1881”

Potato Field 1881
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Quad\From SJAA
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“Potato Field, 1881”

Potato Field 1881
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Quad\From SJAA
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Potato Field 1881
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Buildings\Quad\From SJAA
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St. John’s, 1883

Ascheman Collection - LP068.1883.Quad.StoneHouse

The Old Stone House had a fire in 1877, was torn down in 1893, and a tornado struck
the adjacent building in 1894.

22



St. John’s, 1883 "=

Ascheman Collection - LP068.1883.Quad.StoneHouse
After the construction of the Quadrangle Building, the Frame House was razed in
1886.

The Old Stone House had a fire in 1877, was torn down in 1893, and a tornado struck
the adjacent building in 1894.

23



The Old Stone House and the Frame House,
which had been moved up from Indianbush
(and which was razed in 1886)

Frame House, next to the Old Stone House — photo from St. John’s Abbey Archives
After the construction of the Quadrangle Building, the Frame House was razed in
1886.
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P. 41 of the Abbey (green) notebook
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Digital Archives\Abbey Notebook - green, in SJUArchives
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P. 41 of the Abbey (green) notebook
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Digital Archives\Abbey Notebook - green, in SJUArchives
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Completed Quad, ca. 1889
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Quad photo from SJAA, ca. 1889 (?)
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/209
Saint John's Abbey Quarterly January 1986, p.6
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ca. 1889

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/209
Saint John's Abbey Quarterly January 1986, p.6
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THE STONE HOUSE.

v building  and some rapair:
amilinrly o o the

St. John's Record
September 1893

A. D. Nowtri J
3 Jul £}

. Tln-: orviginal college  building

erected in 1866 and familiarly

Pids i Bese o known to our dayv as the ‘‘stone-

idneh, i ' house’” has been removed and the

e | student of twenty five years ago

el fter oRe Jowsen ¥ williregretithe disappearance of the

purtly, the interior vas renovated  Nomim Patrd hamaly old pile which in its day

did service as the only college in

Northern Minnesota. The weak

condition of its walls necessitated

its removal. 1t will be replaced by
a handsome structure.

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/241
“The Stone House,” St. John's Record v. 4-6, September 1893, p.186-187



Despite frequent repair work the end came during the summer of 1893.
I had to be demolished because my beams were rotting. In 1866 the
monks had neglected to put any preservative, pitch was used in
those days, on them. My demise was scarcely recorded.

It wasn't until May, 1894, that the job was completed.

Mine was a simple beauty, which did not hinder my construction nor :
add to my upkeep--functional is, I suppose, what you would call me:

I blended with my natural surroundlngs.

Text from "The Old Stone House,” Scriptorium, 1954, Vol14 No.1 p.32 (p. 37 of the

pdf) and
p.23 (p. 28 of the pdf)
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Compiled in January 2017
from resources in the
Saint John’s University Archives and the
Saint John’s Abbey Archives
by Peggy Landwehr Roske,
CSB/SJU Archivist.
All rights reserved.
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