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¥ Swear By My Life™

by KILIAN McDONNELL, 0.5.B.

J OHEN GALT, 2 hero in 2 modern’

novel,” anmounces his philosophy of

life in these words: “I swear by my life

“and my lové of it, that I will never

live for the saké of another man, nor ask
another to live for the sake of mine.”
The aathor acknowledges that the hero
gave expression te lier own personal

‘philosophy of life. She considers pity

immoral and humility a sign of weak-

“hess. When asked if this was not a selfish

view of life, she answered, “Selfish? Most
cértainly. Lvery man has a right to

exist for himself—and not to sacrifice .

Iiimself for another.”
These words are as pure a distillation
of contempt for others as are likely to

be found. Even apart from any consid-

eration of God, they form a kind of

blasphemy. The good pagan, as well as’ '

the Christian, reads them with a dis
comfort which is only a little short of

terror. The frst xeaction is that what'is
‘here set forth is not really philosophy ™

but animality in its more hasic form.
But on a little reflection, both pagan
and Christian will say that such a view
of life does not attain apimality. The
lzw of the forest is indeed bestial: the

survival of the fittest and the biggest
bone to the biggest dog. HNowever, the

generality of animals retdin a hard in-

stinct, On the level of pure animality,

regard for others is not entirely lacking.

It would be difficuit to excuse such a

philosophy, but perhaps we can’explain
some of its more immediate origins. So-
rial psychologists have pointed out the
pressures which society—states, business
organizations, educational institutions—
have been exerting on the individual.
When the pressures become toco greai,
then the individoal rebels and reluses
allegiance. He becomes the perpetual
adolescent. Rebellion has been erected
into a way of life.

A few years ago, David Riesman wrote
a hook called The Lonely Crowd, in
which he pointed out the growing em-
phasis in America on the art of so-
ciability. For instance, the important
fhing in an increasing number of schools
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_virtues.
“guestions about the desivability or in-

"because efli

" The setrét’

_ loses his identity, so that he is the

Spiritnal Thought for (ke

“[oiming o the ways of the group. Go-
“operation, anilability, and acquiescence

‘to the demands of the crowd are the real
But we do not ask too many

trinsic goodness of that to which we are
adjusting. But adjust we must, and the
individual ‘is swallowed up by the
group.,

. Anothier ook, The Organization Man

by Willizm H. Whyte, describes the pres-

sures to which the individual is sub-.
jected in the world of organized business.

The ideal businessman is the one who
loses himself in the organization, Indi-

viduality is {rowned upon, and the aspir-

ing young man is exhorted to fit himself
into the astablished pattern, sanctified
ient, Here, too, conformity
is' the law. .

‘When demands become too totalitar-
ian, when the ‘individual is denied in-
‘dividuality in the name of the group,
then rebellion can be expected. Against
the claims of the group, the individual
takes refuge in’'a Aagrant individualism:
“1 swear by my life .. ."

“What does the Church have to say

" about the batfle between the individual

and the group? The problem of sanctity
is relatéd {0 the problem of the individ-
val ws. gioup, How?

The famous Russian philosopher

" Nicholas Berdyaev once wroter “Per-

sonality is the exception, not the rule
g the existence of personal-
ity iies in.its absolute irreplaceability,
its happening but once, its unigueness,
its incomparableness.” The Christian
not qunly has no quarrel with this con-

“cept of personality but even insists upon

it. Each man is made in the image of
God. But the image of God is not end-
lessly reproduced with infinite sameness.
Fach man is unique. Personality is the
exception.

Some erroneously believe that it is
the ascetic ideal of the Christian to take
the exception and twrn it into the rule,
w strip the personality of irs individual-
ity. Strange though it may sound, the
ideal is not to put on Christ so that man
same

wality is often disquieting to those of W3

as any other product of the same mold.
The saint can say. “I live, now not I
but Christ lives in me.” Indeed the
greatness of the saint is the Christ whe
lives and works in him.

The saint, however, can also say, “I
am myself, The Christ who lives in me
is the guarantee of my individuality,
Christ lives His lfe m me usniquely,
in a manner, that is not repeated in St
John Bosco, nor in 5t. Thérese. I stand
before God and man with my personal-
ity, my individuality, inviolatc.” The
wonder of sancrity cannot be the dull
repetition of dulled and stunted per
sonalities. The wonder is rather tha
Christ is made flesh in every saint™;
aniquely. The same Chrisi expresses
Himself in each Christian in what is a
new creation, an unrepeatable form,

To define holiness in terms of the in-
dividual and Christ is only hall a defini-
tionr, In Christianity, the one never at
tains holiness apart from the many, cel-
tainly not in forgetfulness or defiance
of the many. The CGatholic is a member™;
of Christ’s Mystical Body, the Church.
Only in union with other members of -
that Body is sanctity possible. "The man
who pursues sanctity alone, in isclation
from others, forgetful of the Church 7
a whole, careless of her universal peeds,
that man pursnes the saddest of it 3
sions. The life he is to live is the samé 3
as that of the Head and members of theu‘
Body. Apart from the Body, there 15
only death. 3

Individual and society, pe;‘sonality 0.3
group, find their "antagonisms resolved i
in the Body of Christ. The saint 15 U
mistakably an individual. His individ-

i

who find conformity comfertable. Be-
longing to -the Body of Christ assur® 3
the integrity and uniqueness of the e
sonality. The Body cherishes the indi- 5
viduality of its members, if only fo7
utilitarian reasons: each member Das ¥
contribution ounly it can make. Neithel
supernacural life ner sancrity nor !‘-he‘_-
peace of God is attainable alone, in 159;;-:‘_
lation from, or neglect of, Christ and the
fullness of His members.
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