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1884-1896

“Saint John’s Indian Industrial School,” Scriptorium v. 16 n. 1, p. 110 (123 of the pdf) 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26383/rec/29
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There is a lot of current interest on this 
topic among students, faculty and others.

Goal:
To be culturally sensitive and 

historically accurate on a subject for 
which written records are scarce.

Event poster & 2019 02 05 Tribal Sovereignty panel handout (map)
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ST. JOHN'S INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL -- HISTORY -- 1885-1896 Scriptorium 1957 04 
p.112
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26385/rec/29 
Image from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulysses_S._Grant
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In a major address, Grant stated that the settlers and the 
Indians “do not get on together, and one or the other has 
to give way in the end…I see no remedy for this except in 
placing all the Indians on large reservations...and giving 
them absolute protection there."

Grant's 1868 campaign slogan, "Let us have peace," 
defined his policy toward… relations with the western Indian tribes.  

Top text: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulysses_S._Grant
ST. JOHN'S INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL -- HISTORY -- 1885-1896 Scriptorium 1957 04 
p.112
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26385/rec/29 
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1878

2019 02 05 Tribal Sovereignty panel handout (map)
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“In 1878, Abbot Rupert 
Seidenbusch, OSB, asked…St. 
Benedict's Convent to provide 
teachers for White Earth… 
Sisters Philomena Ketten and 
Lioba Braun were sent to meet 
the challenges.” 

Fr. Aloysius Hermanutz’s
ministry covered almost 5 
million square miles –
traversing the 80 miles 
between the White Earth and 
Red Lake reservations.

SBM.06b  Sisters Lioba Braun and Philomena Ketten with an orphan girl at White Earth 
Mission
Quotation from description of SBM.06a Sketch of White Earth Mission in 1875. 
McDonald, pp. 227-232
Remaining text paraphrased from Reichert, 2005, p. 20. 
Monks’ images from 
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\SJP\People\Headmasters\Seidenbusch, Rupert
And O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Digital Archives\Depts&Programs\Indian Boys' Industrial 
School\SBM scans IndianInd&WhiteEarth\pg mn white earth-13 Hermanutz.jpg
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Fr. Aloysius remained at White Earth 
until his death on Sept. 4, 1929

Bishop Rupert went by 
wagon with Fr. Aloysius & 
the sisters, arriving there 

Nov. 5, 1878

Image: SBMA pg mn white earth-2 Hermanutz, Aloysius OSB
Snipped text from Worship & Work, p. 139.  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11065
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Peace Policy & the 
political/religious 
situation: 
Catholic Indians 
were placed under 
Protestant 
denominations

Worship & Work, p. 546, notes to Chapter V
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Richard Pratt founded the first Indian 
Industrial school in 1879 in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, informed by his experience 
running an education program in an Indian 
prison. 

At a convention of Baptist ministers in 1883, 
Pratt stated, “I believe in immersing the 
Indians in our civilization and when we get 
them under, holding them there until they 
are thoroughly soaked.” 

Pratt thought he was helping American Indians. 

Text:  https://upstanderproject.org/firstlight/pratt/
Carlisle Indian School - Images of the Carlisle Indian School held by the Archives and 
Special Collections | by Dickinson Library
Richard Henry Pratt, Superintendent, Carlisle Indian School
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dickinsonlibrary/2497927178/in/album-
72157605091893725/lightbox/
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In his oft-referenced 1892 speech, Pratt stated,     
“A great general has said that the only good 
Indian is a dead one, and that ...has been an 
enormous factor in promoting Indian massacres.”

“I agree with the sentiment, but only in this: that 
all the Indian there is in the race should be dead. 
Kill the Indian in him, and save the man.”

Speech, "The Advantages of Mingling Indians With Whites" 
by Captain R. H. Pratt, 1892.

Speech, "The Advantages of Mingling Indians With Whites" by Captain R. H. Pratt, 
1892.
https://upstanderproject.org/firstlight/pratt/. 
"The Advantage of Mingling Indians with Whites," in Proceedings of the National 
Conference of Charities and Correction, ed. Isabel C. Barrows (Boston: Press of Geo. H. 
Ellis, 1892). 
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=dpJIAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&output
=reader&hl=en&pg=GBS.PR1 
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1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26384/rec/29
ST. JOHN'S INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL -- HISTORY -- 1885-1896 Scriptorium 1957 04 

p.112
Nelson image from The Record June 1894, p. 137
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/7881
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The abbot’s plan was to have the students at the 
West Union priory & farm, but that plan changed, 
and the boys came instead to St. John’s.  (p. 113) 

1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26384/rec/29
ST. JOHN'S INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL -- HISTORY -- 1885-1896 Scriptorium 1957 04 

p.112
Nelson image from The Record June 1894, p. 137
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/7881

12



3 July 14, 1884 letter from Abbot 
Alexius to Rev. Joseph Stephan

1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26386/rec/29
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O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Digital Archives\Abbey documents scanned 2016\Industrial 
School\Department of Interior\Agreement November 20, 1884.pdf
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3 July 14, 1884 letter from Abbot 
Alexius to Rev. Joseph Stephan

That’s an understatement…

1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26386/rec/29
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“Educating children has always been of prime importance to the 
Ojibwe people.  At the time of western impact—as now—
education was a holistic and lifelong experience. 

Children learned from their parents, other relatives, and members 
of the community, particularly the elders, whose wisdom and 
experience ensured the survival of the culture. But the Ojibwe 
tradition of training by observation, modeling, experience, and 
oral tradition was not acknowledged or validated— perhaps not 
even seen—by missionaries and policymakers in the nineteenth 
century.” 

“The Vermillion Lake Indian School: From Assimilation to Termination,” 
Minnesota History, 2003.

Grover, Linda LeGarde.  The Vermilion Lake Indian School: from assimilation to 
termination
Volume 58, Issue 4, 2003, Minnesota History, p. 225-240
https://mnhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e62f39f1359a5c9e88c8f3630&id=38ccc7bccb&e=137348ac74
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5  Abbot Alexius to Joseph A. Stephan, February 8, 1885 (SJAA) 

ST. JOHN'S INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL -- HISTORY -- 1885-1896 Scriptorium 1957 04 
p.113
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26386/rec/29
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1892

Worship & Work, p. 146  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11072/rec/1
Industrial School 1892-001 SJAA glass plate neg.#825
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ST. JOHN'S INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL -- HISTORY -- 1885-1896 Scriptorium 1957 04 
p.114
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26387/rec/29
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1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 114; 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26386/rec/29
Image & caption p. 116  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26389/rec/29
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1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 117
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26390/rec/29
Photo: O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Indian Industrial School\Indian Industrial 
School 001cropped.jpg
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1889-90

"Father Roman Homar, superintendent, 
donned his Industrial School uniform in 

June 1890."

O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Ascheman Coll.- historical 
photos\LP279.IndustrialSchool.jpg
LP279 – 1889-90.  Saint John’s Industrial School for Native Americans and Fathers 
Isidore Siegler, Benno Ferstl, and Roman Homar.  The Indian Industrial School was 
established with the hope that the Chippewa Indian boys from White Earth, Minnesota 
would adopt American customs.
Homar photo and quote from ST. JOHN'S INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL -- HISTORY --
1885-1896 Scriptorium 1957 04 p.116
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26389/rec/29
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1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 115
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26386/rec/29
Image from "The Old Stone House." Scriptorium, 1954, p.20.
Bottom clipping from The Record June 1894, p. 139
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/7883
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Abbey Shoe 
Shop, 1890

The Record June 1894, p. 139

1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 115
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26386/rec/29
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1985-01 Abbey Quarterly Volume 03 Number 01 p.1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/19418
Catalog page: O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Digital Archives\Abbey documents scanned 
2016\Industrial School\Schools for the Chippewa Indians.pdf
p. 2
Photo: O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Indian Industrial School\Indian Industrial 
School 004.jpg
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1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 118
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26391/rec/29
Image from O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Digital Archives\Abbey documents scanned 
2016\Industrial School\Schools for the Chippewa Indians.pdf, p. 8 (names), p. 4
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1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 118
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26391/rec/29
Photo: 103/3 p. 15 & 16, SJU Archives 
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1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 118
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26391/rec/29
Tornado damage image from LP082.1894.Cyclone.
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Baseball game 1889
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St. John's Industrial School 
Ojibwe base ball team, 1892. 

“The absence of monastics in 
both this photograph and in 
the teams' leadership provided 
distinct opportunities for 
Native autonomy and cultural 
persistence.”

Indian Summers: Baseball at Native 
American Boarding Schools in 
Minnesota by David Laliberte

SJAA, from Laliberte, David. Indian Summers: Baseball at Native American Boarding 
Schools in Minnesota.  Master’s Thesis, SCSU, 2008.  Photo and quote from p. 45.
1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 117-118
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26390/rec/29
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Text on right:  Worship & Work, p. 147.
1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 117-118
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26390/rec/29
Images: O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Digital Archives\Abbey documents scanned 
2016\Industrial School\Schools for the Chippewa Indians.pdf
p. 16 & 17
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103/3 p. 14
Worship & Work, p. 147.
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* Correction: In the Indian Appropriations Act of 1891, Congress mandated this.

I

*

1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 119
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26392/rec/29
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Worship & Work, p. 146  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/11072/rec/1
Right photo: Indian Industrial School 003.jpg 
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1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 121
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26394/rec/29
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1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 122
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26395/rec/29
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1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 122
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26395/rec/29
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The Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions

The Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions, 1874 to 1895.  Washington, D.C.  The Church 
News Publishing company, 1895, p. 30-31.
SJAA
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1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 122
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26395/rec/29
Quadrangle image ca. 1912 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/6643
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Image: 2019 02 05 Tribal Sovereignty panel handout
1957-04 Scriptorium Volume 16 Number 01 124, p. 122-123
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26395/rec/29
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/26396/rec/29
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Compiled in February 2019
(and revised in September 2019) 
from resources in the archives of 

Saint John’s Abbey, Saint Benedict’s Monastery, 
Saint John’s University, and elsewhere as noted 

by Peggy Landwehr Roske, CSB/SJU Archivist
All rights reserved.
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