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Spiritual Thought for the Monih

Horoisin

by KILIAN

T was in the days before Christ, and
the enemy of the Jews, King Antio-
chus, had conguered Palestine, Not con-
gent with a victory which gave him the
Jand of the Jews, the king sought to
conquer  the  Jewish soul.  Antiochus
ktnew that the Jews were forbidden to
eat pork, In order to force them to
ahandon "God, the king ordered. that
the Jews be hrought in and made to
cat the pork placed before them.
Among the Jews brought into Anti-
ochus’ palace was a Jewish mother with
her seven grown sons. The mother and
her sons steadfastly refused to deny
their God by eating the flesh of swine.
They were all whipped with scourges.
Then the eldest of the seven spoke
boldly to the king, “We are rezdy to
die rather tham to transgress the laws
of God." Antiochus was enraged and
ordered a huge griddle to be heated.
Then he commanded the soldiers to cut
off the tongue of the eldest son and that
he be scalped. In the presence of his
mother and his brothers his hands and
feet were chopped off. The king next
ordered that he be brought to Lhe fire
and be fried on the griddle. While he
was suffering these torments, his mother
and brothers stood by exhorting him to
die manfully.
So when the eldest was dead,

brought foreh the next oldest sou
trtuy,

they
and
) ed him in Iike manner. As hie was
- B3sping his last, this som cried ont to
the king, "You, indeed destroy our
‘“th])/ Ille bue the King of the world
God) will raise up us, who die for
hlflcs Ichb, Il] th I'esu]"l"[.C[lOﬂ to CLCT]’]HI
! th;?cf{ter the second son had died, the
- it 9]011 came forwurd and offered the
wpr M8 tongue and hands, saving,
1€11Je:€il God gave me. Rather than
o you, IEI law of God, I now offer them
then, o knpw that“God will 1Fst0re
When me i the life to come.”
Dok tht was the fourth son’s curn, he
i Us to the king, “lt is better tw
oy Por hope from God than from man,
e il raise us up again, But as

- youngest son was tortured.
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for you, you will never see the TeSULTEC:
tion to life.”

When the sixth soni- was 'b‘I"Otlgl'lt'
{orth, he said, “Do net be deceived.’

You shall not escape punishment for-

what you have attempted here i$ to ﬁo-hL:

against God.”

All during these torments the mother
stood by, encouraging her sons to die
as wonthy sons of the chosen nation.

The seventh son was called to the
foot of Antiochus' throne: The king
made an oath to the youngesi son that

he would make him a rich-and happy’

man and would take him for his friend,
if he would eat the pork and thus deny
his God.
moved by these promises- of - earthly
happiness. In a last effort. ‘the
turned to the mother and asked her to
speak to her son so that he might hve
The mother bowed mockm:)ly w0 'the
king and spoke to her son, My son,

have pity on me, your mother who car-
‘ried you nine months in” her womh
her
tormientor,

and suckled vou three }’C‘cll”s af
breasts, Do unot fear this
Make yourself worthy of your brothers’
death. Once again, have pity on me;
receive death so that because of ‘your
pity I may receive you LO“EEHE} with
your brothers in the next th ‘
The last son then addressed the king,
“I will not cbey you, Antiochus.

and have the promise of eterndl life.

And I, like my brothers, offer up ‘my

life and my body for the 1aw of God.”

The mother stood by while ‘her
After Tis
death, she herself died at the hands of
the king.

Belief in God can be inconvenient,
as the seven brothers and their mother
experienced in their pain. The incon-
venience of faith is no respecter of per-
sons, Neither the sons nor the mother
were priests of the Old Testament., They
were simple lay people. Yet they were
calledd upon to lay down their lives for
their helief in God.

What the mother and her seven sons

My
brothers have undergone a’ shoft”pain

But the young mail was' not’

king "

‘Tivucly’

“suffered’ most lay people will never be

called upon to suffef, Yet the vocation to
‘heroisii Is iraplicic in the very name 6l
Clhristian,  Empty Christianity of ‘the
hereic and you empty it of Christ.
There is a tendency to identify che
hersic with the impossible. God never
demands -the” impossible, He- does de-
mand the difficult; Fle even demands
the very difficuit. Being hwian we may
weil be dismayed by the prospect of do-
ing ‘the’ difficult.
us to do'the difficult alome."In &l things,
Tthoker Uin- - the” difficalt, God
screngthens ws with His ' sttength and

~sustaing us with the hope of ].IV]I’.\" Flis -

Clife for all eternity. 7 <

“a slow death, or in St.-

-ofa proud death.

“we know

There iy another tendency, to 1d&nuly
the heroic with what i momentarily
difthcult, Heroism is, indeed, to stand
up and be. counted at onée hig moment

“as the mother and her sons did. But

it is much more of the essence of
heroism to stand up and be counted
each ‘day.” The martyr who, strength-
ened by God’s grace, places his head
on the block and neatly swretches out
his nede for the executioner’s ax may
be less herecic than the husband who

‘daily works at a job he does nov like,

lives g a -district he despises,” endures
the noise of four healthy children. The
heroism of a Christian is not usually
that of a single act, but a heroism which
goes on and on through an entire life.
The martyr who dies at the stroke of
#n ax dies’ quickly, but the man or
woman who willingly submits o the
hardships of being a dutiful parent dies
Paul’s words,
“dies daily.”

The heroism of the Christian is not
one which ends in the hopelessness of a
last defiant gesture, ner in the nobility
Christian® hereism,
like that of the mother and her sons,
has for its hope eternal Iife. Like them,
that whether we
for ong big moment or arec heroes day
by day, “the King of the wotld will
ralse up us, who dic for His laws, iul
the resurrection to cternmal iife”

CTHE Sioy » Ocroner,

But God does not ask

are - heroes -
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