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Spividect Thought fov the Month

 God Pitcheod His Tent

by KIiLIAN McDOMMELL, 0.5.8.

n the long history of man's search for

God, man has attempted fo bring
God near. Man would say to himsell,
“God is everywhere, therefore He ig
here. 1 am near Him, and e i5 near
me.” The religious man has always
practiced the presence of God.

It man desived this, so did God. Teo
Abraham ‘God swid, “Walk in my pres-
eace and he perfect.” Abraham was
asked to be always aware of God’s pres-
ence. Wherever Abhraham went, there
God and His love would be.

The practice of the presence of God
has lost none of ity validity. But how-
ever praiseworthy the practice, neither
man nor God has heen sotisfied with it
alone. Besides remembering God's pres
ence everywhere, man Ias always wanted
to tie God down geographically, spa-
cially, to some particular measurable
place where God would be with him in
the more intmate, perhaps in a more
human, way. To do this he would build
a temple. Here, in thiy patticular place,
n God’s house; man fele that he met
hiy Creator. .

Nor was God satisfed svith man's

" keeping in mind His universal presence.
Howay n holy practice, but it was not
tmough. God oo desired to localize Fis
presence for the sake of man. In this
particular place man could meet His
God, pray o Flim, speak with Flim.

On the top of Mount Sinai God spoke
o Maoses of His people Tsrael: “I mean
them to Huild me a sanctuary so that

am dwell among them.” The sanc.

teary oy wsually called the dwelling
97 tabernacle, which means tent. God
Bave detailed specifications for the taber-
Tmclf:: "“You shall make me an altar of
M wood, five cubits long and five
Cabits wide and three cubits high .

the thernacle (or tent) you shail make

11t . .
L“F of sheets wnven of fine linen
Wiy -

(‘ﬁhted . .. The tabemacle was a
o

“ {‘Pb‘ible structure. By day a cloud,
;_ el by night a fire, hung over the taber-
13 . . H

Acle as u sign of Ged's presence. At

awn tents and the tabernacle, and foliow
the cloud until it stopped. Al that place
they would pitch their own tents and

pitch the tabermacle: “Whenever the

cloud rose From the tabernacle, the
Israelites would set out on a-journey.
But if the cloud did not Iift,‘gt_}.léy' woudd
not go forward; only when it lifted did
they go forward. In the daytim_e the
cloud of the Lord was seen over the

wahernacle; whereas at night five was.

seen in the cloud by the whole house
of fsrael in all the stages of theix
journey.” e

God dwelt with the Israellges as ihey
wandered thiough the Sinai desevt anc

when they entered the promiged. land:

I will dwell in the midst of the Tsraelk
ites and will be their God.” .

This presence of God in the Jewish

wshermiele or tent was God's presence
in « special manner, in a given geo-

" graphical place. Though the Jews could

* To speak heart to heart with
G od vou must fove to be with Him
alone.—58. Perer Celestine

Boast that Yahwelr was, with them In
this unigue way., God'y desire to be with
man was ot sacished. Se it kas always
heen. Gott's ambition for man is abways
greater tham man’s ambition fox himselt.
God would give Himself o man more
perceptibly.  God wounld - riz Fhimself.

_not only o geography. but alw to cul-

ture, kiguage. and to human condicions,

[n the fullness of time God sene, His
sore: “And the Word was made flesh
and dwele (fiterally 'pitched his tent)
wmong us.” Christ is the new wbernacte,
Man no Jonger sees merely the sign of
God’s presence, the cloud or the fire
Man pow sees the Presence ipself, God
with ws, Jesus Christ, true God gud
true Man.

While siill being everywhere, the sec-
ond Person of the Trinity vied himself
1o a geographical place: Palesting 1o a
language: Aramaic: to our human con-

Limes L S .
IS themeloud-wouldmmovemandeathert.dition: He became tired and had to rest

i cnels .
S Israelices would pull down  their

whe  pitched His tent among us; “L

write of. what wag from the beginning,
what we have heard, what we have scen
with our, eyes; what we have lodked
wpon and our hands have handled.” .

Since the . Ascension  Christ 5 0o
Jonger with us in His human nature.

But Christian piety has again found a

way to localize God, to make Him dwell
in oug midst In a way that we can see
with our eyes and touch with our hands.

Ay a.reminder of how God dwelt in the-

tent with the Israclites when they wan-
deved for forty years in the Sinai desert,
and of ho :
ppitched His tent among us, the Church

calls_the dwelling place of the Bucharist.

a tabernncle, or tent. More than that,
the Church, decrees: The dwelling place
"by ity very appearance should repre-
sent the actual tent of God among
mern”’

God invades the city of man to con-
quer by power. Not the power of arms,
hut the power of Presence. With the
Jews FHe wandered in the desert, with
the Apostles He walked in the fesh,
with us . He tents among us in . the
tnbernacle, .

A warning. The frsy purpose of the

Eucharist iy not for placing in the

tabernacle so that we can visit Christ.
Rather.is, it ta make Christ’s death
present so that we can offer it to the
Father. . Retaining some ol the Host
consecrated at Mass so that we.can come
o kneel betore Christ outside of Masy
fs-a secondary purpose; hut not unim-
portant nor to he neglected. :
We visit the Blessed Sacranrent not he-
cause Our Lord is lonely—which He
is not—but to recall the graces we have
received at Foly Mass, (o renew our de-
sire to offer up our lives and our hodies
in union with the sacrifice of His lile
aned His body. We come to God's tent to
praise Fim For His wondrouws works. Or
we come to ask in our need. Sometimes
we come [ull of words to kneel in His
presence, sometimes with notIn'ng 1o say.
We just. kneel before Christ’s tent in

ow. God was made flesh and

e e

e

by a well. St. John writes of the Chrise

silence. 1E1s gool 1o BEIIETE!
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