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Spiritaal Thought for the Montk

and weak; they were without mili-
tary arms and military experience. A
‘captive nation living under the tyranny
of the Egyptians, they made bricks for
their masters, God sent Moses to lead
them into a land they could cail their
own. Miracles and wonders marked
their exodus. The Lord went before
‘them as their guide in the form of a
cdoud of smoke by day and a pillar
of fire by night. God parted the waters
of the Red Sea before the unarmed Jews
and closed the path in the waters when
the Egyptian army in full battle forma-
tion attempted to follow. Yahweh, the
God of Isreal, had led them out of exile
and’ destroyed their enemies.” Yahweh
proved that He was mighty in word and
in work. He was, in all truth, their
God and they were His people.

The Jews celebrated their deliverance
ith a dance during which they sang
his song of victory: “The Lord is a war-
tior, Yahweh is his name. Your right
hand, O Lord, has shattered the enemy.
Who is like you, magnificent in holi-
ness? In your mercy you led the people
you redeemed. In your strength you
guided them.” The Jews had attained
their goal mot because of any great
strength of their own, but because “the
Lord was fighting for them.against the
Fayptians.”

This is the pattern which was re-
Feated again and again in the history
of Israel. God was a warrior who fought
Iracl’s battles and won her victories,
After the Israelites left Lgypt, they
Wandered in the desert for forty years.
Then God decreed that they should
tnter the Promised Land and subdue
s people. Josue led the Jewish army
ind guickly conquered Ganwan because
"the Tord . . . fought openly on the
Side of Israel”

. The history of Israel is the spiritual
dstory of each soul. There are goals
0 be attained which we cannot reach
¥ our own strength. We, much more
han he Tsraelites, need the strength
O God and the power of God to fight

’]"‘HE Israelites, were a poor nation’
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for us. The destination of the Jews was
the Sinai desert and the Promised Land.

But . our destination is noveartlily land.:
Our goal is God Himsell; olir prothised -

land is the life of God; our land fow-
ing with milk and honey is the joy of

the Tord, We can never attain this-

goal, indeed we cannot even make a
first beginning ‘in its direction unless
God do hattle for us. God is a warrior,

and unless He fights with us there will

be no victory. :

II God is a warrior, fighting-openly .-

for His own, He is also a jealous war-
rior, jealous of the battle and jealous

of the victory, He will fight only for-
those who acknowledge their weaknéss:
in hattle and acknowledge the streress.

of defeat if they fight aloneé.
The profession of our weakness iy

the basis of Christian optimisin in the

face of the impossible, We want to at-

tain God and His perfection. “Be per-
fect as your heavenly Father is pexfects”-
But we know only defeat. Our experi- -
ence is the saine as St, Paul's: “To wish -

is within my power, but I do not find
the strength to accomplish what is goed.

For I do nrot do the good that I wish,-

but the evil that I do not wish, that I

perform.” The goal is too high, the
weakness too radical, the inclination:

to sin too strong for man to be victori-
ous in this battle. Repeated resolutions
are followed by more good resolutions

and more failures to keep them. A firm-

purpose of amendment is found ro be
not so irm. And so on. :
The acknowledgement of our weak-

ness has nothing in common with that

pretense at humility which says “T can-
not” when it can, or “I am nothing”
when it is something. Least of all is
our acknowledgement an excuse for do-
ing nothing. If “the Lord fought openly
on the side of Israel,” the Lord was not
left to fight alone. The Israclites fought
and fell in baule. They spilled blood
and: were wounded. The glory of the
barttie and the triumph of the victory be-
longed to God, but the Israelites were
in the forefront of the fight. God fights

~uldmately prevail against us?

-

no-battles for warriors, Jew or Chris-

“tign, who!sit on their shields.-

- Fhere is ro reluctance-on-our part to

‘admit- our repeated failures: There is

even something of eagerness, something
almost of the boast in our admission of
weakness, “Gladly,” says 3t Panl, “will

I glory in my infirmities that the strength

of Christ may dweil in me.” Our boast
does not arise from a morbid inclina-
tion to self-accusation, nor f{rom a -per-

“verted” delight in - self-flagellation. Our
readiness to declare our weakness comes
“rather from the convictiorl that Christ

perfects infirmity with the strength of
God. St Paul complained to: God about
his physical and spiritual weakness and

‘received: this answer. “"My. grace is-sufl-

ficient for you, For strength is made per-
fect in weakness,”!. Qur weakness as we
strive for divine perfection-is the very
condition of our arriving at that per-
fectiorr, ."The Christian must be weak

" before. he can be strong: The Chris-

tiant is a sinner before he is & saint.
“When I am weak then I am strong,”
hoasted 5t, Paul.

conscious of our fzilings, can take

3 ) 7 E who plod the way of perlection,

-comfort. The Jews were a nation chogen

out of all the tribes of the earth., The
wondrous .works of God, miracles and
prodigies, were a commonplace in their
history, Ghosen though they were, they
felt their weakness and wept for it
The man who said, “When I am weak

-then ¥ am strong,” was the man who

was “caught up to the third heaven”
in ecstasy, “caught up into paradise and
heard secret words that man may not
repeat.”

If Tsrael, God's chosenn nation, and
Paul, God’s chosen messenger, ~stum-
bled and cried for help, it should aot
he a matler of surprise that imperfec
tion and sin weigh heavily upon us.

We are optimistic in spite ol our fail-

Cings. If God is with us, who can be

against us? “The Lord is a warrior.” If
He fights openly on our side, who can
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