College of Saint Benedict and Saint John's University

Digital Commons@CSB/SJU

Archives History Lessons Archives

2009

Flynntown and Its Namesake, Coach Ed Flynn

Peggy L. Roske
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's University, proske@csbsju.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons

Recommended Citation

Roske, Peggy L., "Flynntown and Its Namesake, Coach Ed Flynn" (2009). Archives History Lessons. 20.
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons/20

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@CSB/SJU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Archives History Lessons by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@CSB/SJU. For more
information, please contact digitalcommons@csbsju.edu.


https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons?utm_source=digitalcommons.csbsju.edu%2Farchives_history_lessons%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons/20?utm_source=digitalcommons.csbsju.edu%2Farchives_history_lessons%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@csbsju.edu

A home was built on the north shore of the Watab (now
often referred to as Stumpf Lake) for Coach Edward Flynn.
Around this house arose the famous hamlet of Flynnvulle

- later called FIynntown.
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The original Sesquicentennial photo was developed in error — reversed!



The original photo as it should be, looking to the northwest to Flynntown.



Flynntown - 09/09/09

Flynntown in 2009
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1909 letter from Ed Flynn




1909 letter from Ed Flynn
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Someone else also applied.
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1911 agreement with Ed Flynn




From the
very first
yearbook,
1919,
entitled
The
Sagatagan:
A Review of
Athletics at
St. John’s
University

Weber, Leisen, Capt. A. Kapsner, Coach Flynn, Michel, O’Donnell, Rooney,
G. Brown, Spahn, Kuchne, Kiess, Schoenbechler, Nierling,
Hilger, Rischard

Coach Flynn in the first St. John’s yearbook



First mention of “Flynnville”
October 1917

468  ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY RECORD

they (the alligators) eat per day. A terrarium and aquarium is
under construction in the Science Hall to serve as winter-quarters
for the new acquisition.

A new duty has been placed on the capable shoulders of our Coach
Mr. Flynn of Flynnville. The scope of his work has been somewhat
extended. Besides continuing in his old position he will also assume
the Moderatorship of Athletics. This, indeed, lays a new burden on
Mr. Flynn, but it will result in a greater unity of effort and add to
the honor and credit of our Coach.

1917: First mention in print of “Flynnville”



The
Record
December
1918:
Armistice
Day
is
celebrated

Nov. 11, we rung out the war and rung in peace like all good
Americans. After dinner, a chorus of church bells flung the good
news far and wide across the lands and waters of Collegeville. We

were somewhat handi d in our tration ot joy, not being
in possession of so many noise-p ing instr ts as some towns
we read of, but we did the best we could ‘We were too happy to
study and the event too tous; so we gamboled outdoors,—
with Fr. Rector’s permission, of course. After supper the communi-
ty and stud body bled in the chapel where a solemn Te

Deum was sung, and we can safely say that no Te Deum was ever
sung at St. John's with greater and sincerer joy. The Chaplain,
Fr. Prior, concluded the services with a short “peace” talk. in which

LOCAL NEWS 565

he fittingly gave expression to the sentiments of all. After the
church service, the students, with patriotism surging high in the
hearts of all, formed a torch-light procession, with the Stars and
Stripes in the lead; and, after marching around the campus to the
beat of drum, the procession headed for Flynnville. Here Coach
Flynn and his family was serenaded, the Coach responding with a
toast to Uncle Sam and the Allies, which was received with nine
rousing cheers, that shook the pillars of heaven. Everybody then
paraded back to the gym where the remaining part of the evening
was spent in singing and dancing. In the course of the frolic, Fr.
David made an appeal to our loyalty and generosity in behalf of
the United War Workers Campaign. It was here that he first

Armistice Day procession to Flynnville
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Flynn in 1919 yearbook
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(1919)

EDWARD M. FLYNN
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Flynn in 1920 yearbook

From the
1920
Sagatagan
yearbook
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COACH EDWARD M. FLYNN

This I the cleventh season
of Coach Flynn's activities at
St. John's, and the third year

that he has

ring teams

and making

home of true

nship. He has also

“onference has known.
However, it is our misfor-
tune to lose 1 Fiynn this

year. Next season will find
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March 22, 1924,

“ev. Alphonse Sausen 0. 5. B.
Hector St. John's University.
Collegerille, kinn.

Rev. dear Father:-

Receive your letter of March I9th with contracts
enclosed. I am holding tne contracts for a few daove because
there are a few further details I wish to take up with you.

1 told your during our conversation while at St. John's
recently that I would try and make arrangemente to live st St. Joe
on sccount of the boys going to school but atter giving it a
grest desl of coneiderastion and having tslked it over with krs.
flynn on seversl occasions I have come to the conclusion that if
arrangemente can be made for s house it would be 3 grent denl
better for us to live neer the College. In that way I would
always be there %o take charge of any unexpected work that would
come uo; such as, & free day etc., 3180 to be there to take charpe
of the summer camp. As for the boys I could take them to St.

Joe in the morning sand se$ them ngain in the afternoon. I think
if this can be arranged it would be more satisfactory to a1l con-
cerned.

negarding my taking chaerge of the summer camp this
year I om under contract with the Knirhte of Columbus till
Fall. It however Mr Sanborn is not going to taze charge and
I can possible accommodate father Abbot I will do my best to
get awey during thet time. I nrecume Father Abbot wishes to
stert the Camo sbout June ISth and discontinue it ahout Aug. Ist.

Awsiting 8 reoly at your earliest convenience, I am
with kind pereonal regarde and best 1hes,

Moving to St. Joe, or to St. John’s?
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Flynn in 1925 yearbook

(1925)
Mr. Edward Flynn

ATHLETIC
MODERATOR

The beginning of the 192425 school year was at the same time the beginning
a new era in the athletic life of that school. It set in motion a program which has as
aim the attainment of the University's old time prominence in the athletic circles of Minne-
cota. With this eod in mind a new athletic regime was inaugurated and at the end of
that system stands Mr. Edward Flynn,

r. Flynn is not  stranger at St John's: on the contrary, his friends at the Univer-
ity and among its alumni arc his i ot bis it comncton vith the schol,
for, during the years from 1909 to 1920, he was coach of all varsity sports at St. John
Under his tutelage the teams representing St. Joha's ranked with the best i the state and
they .mmd it by ““copping” championships in basketball, baseball, and gymnastics.

<ent Mr. Flynn is athletic moderator at St. John's, & position formerl
by one gl gy ol e R ogessmiogihs activities of the Athletic Fraternity,
thru the medium of which every student participates in some competitive sport. He also
has direction of the gym clastes and at the same time of the representative gymnastic
teams of the school. Great hings are cxpected of him as » eymnastic conch sne bi
putiaice aad & Jong us of seisairs' wiabil him as n cre (bai competiot coech o
i type of thleten
When the authorities of St. John's tendered the position of athletic moderator to Mr.
Flynn they had no doubt that he possessed that most important of all quali
he was a builder of character. Their confidence is justiied, for Mr. Flynn has pro
to be & man who can come into contact with boys and leave the impression of his quiet
personality upon them to their own betterment.

14



Dec. 16,
1926
p.7
[First
mention of
Flynntown]

Now that the time has come to re-
name Flynnville, the growing hamlet Feb. 1923
at the dam on the Watab, the question 89
arises whether or not Damtown would 2
be too reproachful a title.

Flynnville is becoming quite a borough.
Because of its marvelous growth during the
past weeks, its citizens are seriously consider-
ing a division into two entirely separate cities.
The north end would be known as Flynntown,
and the south end as Damtown. Commonly
they would be referred to as the Twin Cities
of the Watab. The wonderful increase of its
population—from fifty-two to fifty-five net
—was caused by a little boy arriving in Matt’s
family, and Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Houle
moving into their new home.

1926: first mention of Flynntown
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Thursday, March 31, 1927

In the issue of January 16, we made a re-
mark concerning the marvelous growth of
Flynnville. At that time the population made
a sudden jump from fifty-two to fifty-five,
caused by a little boy arriving in Matt’s family
and Mr. and Mrs. Houle moving to their new
home. We also remarked that it would soon
be necessary to divide the city into two en-
tirely separate cities. Well, this necessity has
become imminent, for the population is now
fifty-six. Yes, on March 24, a little girl ar-
rived in the family of Coach Flynn.

1927: An addition to Flynnville’s population

16



Coach Flynn and his daughter

105
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Flynnin 1927 yearbook

(1927)

MR. EDWARD FLYNN
Moderator of Athletics

Visitors have often wondered conceming the identity of a certain plain, middle-
aged gentleman who is daily to be seen on the campus, in the gymnasium, or wherever
his many duties might require him to be. He is Mr. Flynn, Modesator of Athletics at
St. John's. With athleties yearly assuming greater importance, and becoming more ex-
tensive in the college curriculum, St. John's has indeed been fortunate in retaining the
services of this man, whose experience and ideals make him & fit foundation on which
to build the all-important structure of sport,
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On July 15, Flynnville was startled by a
large fire which razed to the ground the white
barn of Mr. - John Roske. The owner had
hauled in about twenty tons of alfalfa, which,
it is believed, caused spontaneous combustion.
Since the barn was doomed, the workmen,
neighbors, and members of the community
rescued the rest of the buildings and other
property which was threatened. A truck from
the St. Cloud Fire Department was also sum-
moned.

Mr. Roske had built the barn about four
years ago.

August 25, 1932, p. 2

1932 Roske barn fire in Flynnville
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Flynnville/Flynntown neighborhood
showing Roske farmstead
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What remains of the Roske barn
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The barn and the last remaining original Flynntown home (the old Roske house),
with the newer Roske house behind it.

The barn and the last remaining original Flynntown home, 2009
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“Flynnville” vs. “Durenburg”

November 9, 1933, p. 7:

Mr. and Mrs. George Durenberger enter-
tained the Prep lettermen at Durenburg,
Minnesota, last week. The boys were treated
to a pheasant dinner and all the details. Lucky
Stiffs!

Did you know the folks down Flynnville
way had changed the name of the town to
Durenburg? Others call it Georgetown.
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Classroom space and the dental office in
Feb. 12, 1948: the auditorium basement were made
% available for student occupation, as was
Last use of the boxing room in the gymnasium.
“Fl ille” “Flynnville”” residents made room for
ynnviiie 15 students and 10 more took up resi-
in The Record dencein St.Joseph’s Hall (the bunkhouse).
A few students were temporarily estab-
lished in the hospital during the first

weeks of the fall term.

A student directory published in the Sept. 25, 1947 Record
lists students squeezed in all over campus, including the five
army barracks, the hospital (i.e. Greg House), the
auditorium, the gym, and the “Workmen’s Residence.”

1948: last use of “Flynnville” in The Record
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wspaper Since 1887

September 12, 1996

1996: Flynntown houses are demolished

-
“ - - - - 5
Flynntown houses 4A and 4B were demolished early this week to make way for

)
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5 WA, adei o K
The last remaining original Flynntown home (the old Roske house) is torn down in July, 2012;
the newer Roske house behind it remains.

Addendum: The original Roske house is torn down on July 23, 2012; the newer Roske house behind it remains, as
does the old barn, located just to the west (left, but not pictured).
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Compiled in 2009 (with 2012 update) from
resources in the SJU Archives
by Peggy Landwehr Roske,
CSB/SJU Archivist.
All rights reserved.
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