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lights a few fires

Censorship on Campus:

http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6285t58 “Firehouse Theater Company” 
(text) and 
https://hclib.tumblr.com/post/105988079784/firehouse-theater-holiday-program-
special (logo) 
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In the summer of 1963, a University of Minnesota graduate student, an artist, 
an actor, and an actor/director renovated an abandoned 1894 fire station in 
Minneapolis as the Firehouse Theater. 

The company held its first performance just a few weeks before the Guthrie 
Theater held their opening show. 

The group conceived the theater as a venue for avant-garde drama and as a 
vehicle for new playwrights in the area.

The Firehouse company moved to California in 1969 and closed not long after.

But first they lit a few fires at St. Ben’s and St. John’s! 

http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6285t58 “Firehouse Theater Company” 
(text) and 
https://hclib.tumblr.com/post/105988079784/firehouse-theater-holiday-program-
special (logo) 
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/E+Lake+St+%26+Minnehaha+Ave,+Minneapoli
s,+MN+55406/@44.9636163,-
93.2351029,21247m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x87f62823950391f7:0x1740aa08
a92de3c6!8m2!3d44.9483297!4d-93.2342743?hl=en
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It’s still a theater

https://www.google.com/maps/place/E+Lake+St+%26+Minnehaha+Ave,+Minneapoli
s,+MN+55406/@44.9483635,-
93.2343042,160m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x87f62823950391f7:0x1740aa08a9
2de3c6!8m2!3d44.9483297!4d-93.2342743?hl=en
Inset https://www.google.com/maps/@44.9480398,-
93.233941,3a,60y,257.84h,97.31t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sjYLU1lwem-
HXp0lwNrku2Q!2e0!7i13312!8i6656?hl=en
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1501 South Fourth St.
Minneapolis, MN 55454

(Not to be 
confused with 
the Mixed Blood 
Theater, which 
has also 
performed at 
CSB, and which 
also is located in 
a converted 
Minneapolis 
firehouse.)

1993 02 16 p. 15  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/3348/rec/6
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The Mixed Blood Theatre Company is a 
professional multiracial theatre company in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. It was founded in 
1976 by artistic director Jack Reuler. 

- Wikipedia

Logo from Wikipedia
Photo:
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1501+S+4th+St,+Minneapolis,+MN+55454/@4
4.9710483,-
93.2491493,3a,75y,211.45h,91.63t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sgq6kAlz2gXbakegvbMXnp
g!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!4m5!3m4!1s0x52b32d42db4c90ef:0x88424ac4104d0b1e!8m
2!3d44.970849!4d-93.2493193
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October 4, 1968
press release 

FIRST MAJOR DRAMA OFFERING OF THE SEASON SET FOR OCT.13 AT COLLEGE

1968 10 04 Firehouse press release
The BAC opened in fall 1964.
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October 8, 1968 

1968 10 08 p.3  http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/357/rec/2
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October 29, 1968 

Page 1 of the next issue of The Torch has a feature on 
the reopening of the local hangout for college 
students…

…and two of its eight pages are about the 
Firehouse production, including Letters to the Editor... 

1968 10 29 p. 1 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/108/rec/34 and 
p. 2 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/34
p. 3  http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/110/rec/3
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October 29, 1968 

1968 10 29 p. 1 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/108/rec/34 and 
p. 2 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/34
p. 3  http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/110/rec/3
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October 29, 1968 

1968 10 29 The Torch p.2 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/3
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October 29, 1968 

1968 10 29 The Torch p.2 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/3
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October 29, 1968 

The product of a liberal 
arts education:  
an open-minded student

1968 10 29 The Torch p.2 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/3
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October 29, 1968 

(a communications/theater major)

1968 10 29 p. 3  http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/110/rec/3 
and
p. 8  http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/115/rec/3
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March 27, 1969 

1969 03 27 p.4 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/183/rec/4
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The earliest document about what happened later at SJU is an April 
7 (Easter Monday) 1969 treatise written by Bill Van Cleve

As The Record documents later:

April 7 Monday 
Bill Van Cleve was the SJU’s Director of 
Student Affairs from 1967-69 and Director 
of Counseling & Institutional Research 
from 1969-70 (and then the Registrar) 

1969 04 07 Memo to Father Colman and Members of the Administrative Council from 
William Van Cleve, 1969
The Record April 18, 1969, p. 1 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33845/rec/4
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April 9 Wednesday 

Firehouse’s two performances, Rags and Faust, 
were to be sponsored by the Owl’s Head Coffee 
House and subsidized by the Undergraduate 
Student Government.

The appropriate channels had been followed:

• Fr. Eugene in Academic Affairs was contacted 
to check for scheduling conflicts.

• A verbal agreement was made for the use of 
the gym with Mr. George Durenberger.

• Housing for the company and publicity were 
arranged.

document dated

1969 04 09 A Series of Events Concerning the Firehouse Theatre prior to April 9, 1969
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April 9 Wednesday 

On Tuesday, April 8:

Word reached...interested students and faculty 
that Fr. Colman wished to meet with everyone 
responsible for the tentative appearances of 
the Firehouse.

The word was out that pressure was being 
applied to cancel the Firehouse.

That afternoon the Administrative Council met 
from 1 PM to 3 PM, and several members, 
along with Fr. Colman, met with the concerned 
and responsible students at 4 PM. 

document dated

1969 04 09 A Series of Events Concerning the Firehouse Theatre prior to April 9, 1969
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April 9 Wednesday 

Fr. Colman felt proper channels were not used.

Trustees and “concerned friends of St. 
John’s…were upset (to put it mildly)…”

The appearance:

• could endanger the capital funds drive
• would conflict with prevailing views of the 

local community
• would damage St. John’s image
• would endanger future appropriations by 

the legislature to the MN Fine Arts 
Commission

• might precipitate resignations by trustees 
and faculty

document dated

1969 04 09 A Series of Events Concerning the Firehouse Theatre prior to April 9, 1969
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April 9 Wednesday 

The students offered positive proposals:

• statements would be released to the media 
disassociating SJU and clairifying who was 
responsible

• the Theater department and the acting 
company would hold lectures and 
discussions

• the audience would be restricted to SJU, 
CSB, and SCSU members

• Firehouse would be asked to perform one of 
the plays without nudity

document dated

1969 04 09 A Series of Events Concerning the Firehouse Theatre prior to April 9, 1969
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April 9 Wednesday 

The negotiations dragged on for three hours…

It became apparent that the only compromise 
acceptable to Fr. Colman (and the board, 
alumni and friends) was cancellation.  

The students were placed in the position of 
accepting “total” responsibility for all 
consequences.

The students accepted cancellation of the 
performances in exchange for a guarantee that 
Firehouse would be back in the fall as part of a 
Theatre perspective week, and that the $500 
penalty for breaking the contract would be 
taken care of by Fr. Colman.

document dated

1969 04 09 A Series of Events Concerning the Firehouse Theatre prior to April 9, 1969
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April 10 Thursday 

• Students were to meet with 
administrators to continue discussions.

• Students arranged for the play to be 
performed at Avon’s Lakeview Ballroom 
Thursday evening.

• The ballroom’s proprietor cancelled it 
when he “found out it wasn’t just 
another St. John’s and St. Ben’s activity.”

• One student said the earlier 
performance at St. Ben’s touched off 
some complaints “by people in the 
community who didn’t see the play..”  
That helped “create outside agitation 
against Firehouse.”

Thursday, April 10

1969 04 10 Play with nudes banned at Avon too SCTimes
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April 17(?) 

In The St. Cloud Visitor: 

The National Catholic News 
Service weighs in a week 
later.

The play “Faust” 
DID go on -

“in order to prevent the 
possibility of any violence on 

our campus.”

1969 04 St. Cloud Visitor Theatre Group Performs Nude Scenes
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April 10 Thursday  

Statement by Abbot Baldwin

1969 Sagatagan

1969 04 10 Statement by Abbot Baldwin Dworschak, Firehouse Theatre, 1969 April 
10
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April 10 Thursday  

Statement by Abbot Baldwin

1969 04 10 Statement by Abbot Baldwin Dworschak, Firehouse Theatre, 1969 April 
10
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The Record wasn’t a weekly then, 
and wasn’t published between 
March 21 and April 18 (because of 
Easter/spring break) – but it 
documented things after they 
happened.
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Photos: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 150 

April 10 Thursday 

The Record April 18, 1969, p. 3 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33847/rec/4
Photos: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 150 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48989/rec/51
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The Record April 18, 1969, p. 3 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33847/rec/4
Photos: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 150 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48989/rec/51
1969 04 10 Referendum in SJU Archives
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YES:  514
NO:  400
Other:  40

Vote results: 

The Record April 18, 1969, p. 1 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33845/rec/4
and p. 3 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33847/rec/4
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April 11 Friday 

Minneapolis Tribune April 11, 1969

1969 Sagatagan

1969 04 11 St. John's Permits Nude Play to Prevent Physical Violence, Mpls Trib
Photo: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 150 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48989/rec/51
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St. Paul Pioneer Press

1969 Sagatagan

1969 04 Pioneer Press “No Discipline Expected…”
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The Record April 18, 1969, p. 2 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33846/rec/4
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April 30 
The Record, p.2 

...1969-04-30, The Record, p.2  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33905/rec/40
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May 9 

The Theology Department weighs in:

1969 05 09 Theology Dept. Memo about Firehouse Theatre's play, May 9 1969 –
written by the chair, Fr. Michael Blecker (who became SJU’s president two years later)
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May 9 

The Theology Department weighs in:

1969 05 09 Theology Dept. Memo about Firehouse Theatre's play, May 9 1969
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June 3 

The Theatre Department  does, too

1969 06 03 Position Paper of the Department of Communication and Theatre, June 3 
1969
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June 1 

Firehouse Theater goes on tour
The Dean at Notre Dame asks them not to perform.

Students rally and threaten a confrontation.
The Administration capitulated, provided that:

• the audience is warned and
• the press is kept out

1969 06 01 Firehouse Restokes After Tour 'Confrontations'- The Minneapolis Tribune, 
1969
Photo: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 151 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48990/rec/51
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…and the yearbook sums it all up

p. 150-151

Image: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 1  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48840/rec/51
1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 150  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48989/rec/51
1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 151 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48990/rec/51
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Standards change!

“The Inebriated” May 17, 1998 

“The Retort” May 12, 1997

“The Inebriated” May 17, 1998 p. 3 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/38920/rec/21
The Retort” May 12, 1997, p. 1  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/39058/rec/20
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Compiled in March 2019 
from resources in the archives of 

the College of Saint Benedict, 
Saint John’s University, 
and elsewhere as noted 

by Peggy Landwehr Roske, 
CSB/SJU Archivist

All rights reserved.

Photo: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 1  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48840/rec/51
Drawing: 1968 10 29 The Torch p.2 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/3
Logo:  https://hclib.tumblr.com/post/105988079784/firehouse-theater-holiday-
program-special
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