College of Saint Benedict and Saint John's University

Digital Commons@CSB/SJU

Archives History Lessons Archives

2019

Firehouse Theater's 1968-69 Performances: Censorship on
Campus

Peggy L. Roske
College of Saint Benedict/Saint John's University, proske@csbsju.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons

Recommended Citation

Roske, Peggy L., "Firehouse Theater's 1968-69 Performances: Censorship on Campus" (2019). Archives
History Lessons. 22.

https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons/22

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@CSB/SJU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Archives History Lessons by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@CSB/SJU. For more
information, please contact digitalcommons@csbsju.edu.


https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons?utm_source=digitalcommons.csbsju.edu%2Farchives_history_lessons%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons/22?utm_source=digitalcommons.csbsju.edu%2Farchives_history_lessons%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@csbsju.edu

Censorship on Campus:

MINNEHAHMHA at LAKE STREET B PHONE 721-6541

http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6285t58 “Firehouse Theater Company”

(text) and
https://hclib.tumblr.com/post/105988079784/firehouse-theater-holiday-program-

special (logo)




MINNEHAHA at LAKE STREET B PHONE 721-6541

In the summer of 1963, a University of Minnesota graduate student, an artist,
an actor, and an actor/director renovated an abandoned 1894 fire station in

http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6285t58 “Firehouse Theater Company”

(text) and
https://hclib.tumblr.com/post/105988079784/firehouse-theater-holiday-program-

special (logo)
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INDEPENDENT -TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1993 - PAGE 15

Mixed Blood Theater celebrates
Black History Month at CSB

by Sarah Horsager
Independent arts editor

‘The Mixed Blood Theater, in celebration of Black History
Month, peric d "Daughters of Africa® Wednesday, Feb. 10,

a realm from which
women‘u'e um.ﬂreomﬂy en:luded And women have
often made fic times and in
diﬂau'nwysﬂmmsomshmymusthemmg-
nized and studied.

in the Benedicta Art Center Forum. The show pr a
dynamic history of black American women and their stories
of courage and strength.

"Daughters of Africa,” written by award-winning playwrite
Syl Jones, featured Patricia Pendelton accompanied by
plarust Roland Wilson and was directed by Warren C.

’lhcpcrﬁrmam:ccorﬁstsofamuskzllod(mthclisw-
1y of black American women, rather than the history of black
American men. ‘I‘hmughoul hisuxy black women have
faced ltural roles, and

Ce in the program are and infl
women llke Hamel Tubman; the conductor of the
1 who led hundreds of blacks to free-
dom: Elizabeth Freeman, whose legal struggle helped abolish
slavery in Massachusetts: and Madame C.J. Walker,

"Daughters of Africa.” r and ds black
‘women who have carved their place in America’s history.
"Ideally women's history shouldn't be necessary,” said Jill
Schilick, a senior history major at CSB.
However Schlick also goes on to say that much of what

ng-;dﬂcR)umat' to Coyote,” a collection of
Native American legends: "Eastern Parade The Asian
American Journey and, coming in the fall of 1993, "Minne-

«canno,” about growing up Chicano in Minnesota.

"Daughters of Africa,"is only one of six touring produc-
tions offered by The Mixed Blood Theater, who bases itself in
a century-old firehouse in Minneapolis.

199302 16 p. 15
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/3348/rec/6

(Not to be
confused with
the Mixed Blood
Theater, which
has also
performed at
CSB, and which
also is located in
a converted
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1968 10 04 Firehouse press release
The BAC opened in fall 1964.



FIREHOUSE: HOT

EVENING

AT BAC

he pl

ing
the qeigi

] C

10 we if you d

‘radical’

] Oct. 13 the Firehouse Theatre
of Minneapolis will be bring-
" some

one-act

Arts

plays 1o the Beneds
Center

The two one-act plays are
Trunity” by Nancy Walter
and “Keep Tightly Closed in
u Cool, Dry Place™ by Megan
Terry. Both shows are shed.
uled 10 open at the Firchouse
Theatre in Minneapolis Oct
4

“Cool Dry Place” looks at
» triangle of convicted mur
ders in a waghe jail cell. It
tends to look fike the Thomp-
son murder wtuation Piay
wright Terry is also author of
Viet Rock”, which was pre.
sented wn the Fxperimental

wwer 10 our hunger for
communion”

In asking such
tion, so-called “sevy

phe be
Sister Colman

come upset
explained
Firchouse  Company
sarives 10 lay open the center
< ical man-

" v of ex
perimentation and the old
truths

Sydney Walter, director of

“Trunity™ is a treatment
of sex,” stated Sister Col-
man, chairman of the Theatre
Department. It is, however,
more than a merely sensual or
sensational treatment, de-
signed to tlliate the adoles-
cent theatre-goer in the man-
ner of a ‘Playboy’ photo. In-
stead, it probes deeply into an
issue that really matters in
our time, by asking, ‘Is sex
the answer to our hunger for
communion?’

JopTo

THE TORCH

SIVOENT NEWSPAPER OF THE COWIGE OF SANT BNEDET

tion, so-called “‘sexy™
may be arustically necessary
for the playwright to work
through to a truthful answer
Hopefully, our audience will
be mature enough to follow
the play’s probing to the point
of insight, rather than becom-
ing shocked on the journey to-
ward the vision.”

*“In asking such a ques-
scenes

**What the Firehol
Company tries to do is not
merely to entertain, but to
delve into issues that matter
and make the people aware of
them.

“*Now, sex is obviously an
issue that matters, but when
you're dealing with any ‘radi-
cal’ issue, people tend to be-
come upset,” Sister Colman
explained.

Firchouse = Company
“strives to lay open the center,
challenge socio-political man-
ifestations and declare its ob-
jections, fuse a union of ex-
perimentation and the old
truths.”

1968 10 08 p.3 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/357/rec/2



W 1HE TORCH

= 5 Page 1 of the next issue of The Torch has a feature on
. L. RL?’I’”EITV’? the reopening of the local hangout for college
or hose wrilling

PP Ll

Art Exhibits
Mind Soul
And Body

r

{TORCH meeting]
itonite, 6:15 in}

1968 1029 p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/108/rec/34 and
p. 2 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/34
p. 3 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/110/rec/3

10



G THE TORCH = SN | Students Question HOUSE OF FIRE

s == | o™ (O Tastes in Theatre

C.1. REOPENS

| O For Those Thrilling
] ,//,.\ Days of Yestervear!
. “F T y——

Art Exhibits
Mind Soul
And Body

Letters to... -

r 29,1968

1968 10 29 p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/108/rec/34 and
p. 2 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/34
p. 3 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/110/rec/3
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) o ~ | Students Question

1968 10 29 The Torch p.2
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/3

eu® v ’_Imin Theatre _

1) In the Program

Note, T™H
Sister Colman O'Connell wrote S =
“That the Firehouse's treat-
ment of sex vields no cheap
thrills for adolescents will be
clear to anyone who gives him-
self confidently to the theatre
experience, trusting in the ma-
turity of Megan Terry's and
Nancy Walter's version to help
him clarify his own.”’

[ To this I answer now: Can

anyone who saw this “‘perform-
ance’’ come away from the
theatre  without  disturbing
doubts as to the prurient in-
terests entertained?

E TORC

H

12



;j;*rugtudents Question Faculty and students have T':!_ETOECH

a discussed, argued and lectur- inse e i o o e
o v Taste 1 ; TIE== —
° Ve % ed. Two hours at the Forum

Sunday night, October 13,
brought the freshman class
Into an acme of response-
vehement, bitter and impetu-
ous response which stabbed
the convictions of many
people (I won't say indivi-
duals) in the freshman class.

Sunday night I missed the
point. When 1 walked out, |

thought I'd never go to see a
25 T S Firchouse production again. -
Letters to... 1 Py

Monday’s Basic Studies
class, however, reached an
honesty, an openness (or a
closing for some)

1968 10 29 The Torch p.2
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/3
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u o ~ | Students Question

3\)‘} ) Taste% Never has there been such e
e L LR o SR a catharsis as our freshman

- I ; T class went through Monday

: morning. We exposed rude-

ness, prejudice, misunder-

standing, and were quick to

denounce. We didn’t make an

In the following days of
discussion we had presented
to us the insights, perceptions
and knowledge of the faculty.
effort, either, to ask what the “,e could take it or llc;‘“c o
intent of the plays actually We CO.UId learn that we should
was. We had been blasted as appraise a strange “Ork of art
no lecture or movie or book before we condemn it
could have done by a new
kind of theater.

Letters to...

I can say now that I would
try not to close myself to ap-
prehending a truth of life by
passing up another Firehouse
Theater performance,

1968 10 29 The Torch p.2
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/3
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HOUSE OF FIRE

What is theater and where
is it going are two of the most
frequently asked questions
Since many of you have posed
these questions of late, 1 will
attempt a few possible an

There are a few theater
companies  incorporating  this
Wdes. “The Living Theater,'
under the direction of Julian
Beck is probably the most well
known. Beck was quoted in the

a common vision in front of
the audience

Let us then conclude that
the theater is constituted of
actors, an audience, and a
vision which the actors ex:
press through their action
and dialogues.

WHERE IS THE THEATRE
GOING?

Probably the most influential
man in determining the current
direction of the theater is a

Their physical actions as
man-object culminated when|
they began to commune with the|
audience as human beings. just
like them What they depicted

THE TORCH

on stage was a latent possibility e
in each one of us, and in looking
at what they had done. seeing
the possibility in ourselves,
they were able to transcend with
each other into the realm in
which they are ome in each
other. Artaud says

AArtaud  “The theater invites the mind
SOciely's to share a deliriumesshich

o riky. b | What is theater and where e hester auts s energies. 1 The theater then is striving to

consitoted by men scid 1S it going are two of the most [uis visin of view. we actin] achieve a necessity within one's

for their fellow men a| sees the is beneficial, for im|
icutar vision (the playe| frequently asked questions of man o to see themselves 3| |ife The theater of protest
waly viewss o cver] Since many of you have posed £ v oo i we] Black theater, environmental

RS chlie . The e infinite in it causes the mask
place where we oo < these questions of late, I will fucmered worid « shakes ] theater, and  improvisational’

hazard a  definit)

derive pleasure. or edy prove & ing inertia of mattel

e attempt a few possible an- M-p:%r: vades even s ciel theater have developed from
is searching or me | qw S by a belief 0 wii Suce s g & Tadtme
odumginm g (L1 oY 0 e eater e 1o it Such - a - praiseworthy  striving.

should do then. is begin 1o force. it invites
give us a vision of ourselves take, in the face of
that by recognition of various superior and herol
aspects of our beings we are able they never would have assumed
to purge ourselves of them (By without it
purgation 1 do not mean an  Now | may use a concrete
elimination. but rather a recog example of the recognition and
nition which frees us. to a cer- purgation | spoke of For we
tain degree. of their power with the recognition of our dark
overus. | power. that which allows us to
The kind of theater Artaud ad- manipulate people are enabled
vocates is one not of dialogue 1o transcend it with a consious
alertuess: to 16 b N achieve a necessity within one’s

but rather of physical express- other honestly without selfis! life. The theater of protest
jon which is able to transcend co.ningiation. We are able 1 a "“mpmph r
the confines of the verbal and /i Gnove ‘our selfishness by er,  and~i| g.l'
20 beyond o probe the stale conscious decision. rather tha have developed from
of being that cannot be re such a praiseworthy striving
duced 10 words By Jan Bentley

environment. his role in his relationship with the two men
environment. and even for the using the an as an object
supernatural This kind of manipulation of
The expansion of man's vision people as if they were objects is
gives him the opportunity to a common experience which we
choose a way of life. rather than share with men who have come
accept one. Man probes through- before us and possibly with
with the actor to find out how who will follow us
free he is and how much fate physical fear (visual
enters in to control his life. ized when the girl suddenly
Then, in order to fultill this realized where the young man's
definition. the elements nec- desire to see her body will
essary are actor and audience lead). aggression (the two
It may be argued that a play- men constantly in competition
wright's  vision (script) N with each other to possess the
necessary also, but there is women). and the pain that they
in the theater improvisation expressed through their bodies
in which each particular person transcended a verbal or photo-
can offer his own vision and graphically ‘“real” present-
work out with his fellow actors ation

By Jan Bentley

Con’t from P, 3

hide behind an illusion of purity
The theater then is striving to

CONT. PAGE S

1968 10 29 p. 3 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/110/rec/3
and
p. 8 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/115/rec/3
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Play Review

by Meda Ellen Sexton

This fall Mike Steele, the-
atre critic for the Minneapolis
Tribune, did a study of avant
garde theatre. The question of
smut came up; “smut for smut
sake may not be art but it has
been good social criticism.”
These words came to mind
more than once when as | saw
the Firchouse Theatre Com-
pany in the production of
Faust last Sunday night

Nobody goes to the Fire-
house with the sole intention
of viewing a play. If that is
what you have in mind it is
discarded from the minute
you walk in the door. Each
member of the audience is a
participant— the amount of
participation  depends  on
whether you came 1o sec
Faust or be Faust

A Funny Thing
Happened On The
Way To My Seat

sisted mainly of four-letter
words uncomfortably forced
from the actors as they
crawled snakelike or lept fev-
erishly among the audience
This roaming and jumping
about was broken-up for a
moment by a senseless strip
scene of four members of the
cast. There was no purpose or
reasoning for it— The Fire-
house did it once in Jack Jack
and it was a success, irue
beauty and innocence was
portrayed, so they thought
they'd try it again— A clear
case of overdoing a good
thing

The language, the games
with the audience, and the
strip act were mere incongru-
ities - little asides taking up
a greater portion of the show
thrown in around a ten-min-

ach member of the auds
ence is led nto the unlit the
atre individually. Some beard
ed huskic met me at the door
took me into the theatre,
tossed me on his back and
carned me piggy-back across
the stage, back again, up and
down a number of steps, st
me down on the bare floor in
a place | discovered was 10 be
my scat for the evening, 100k
off my coat and asked f |
came to see Faust or be
Faust. | told him | came to
sce Faust and he went on
about his business as normal

whatever that may be

I heard footsteps and a fow
moans and groans but could
not see a thing until the hights
went on, They really should
not have gone to all the trou-
ble 1o flip the switch. Edward
Albee’'s  definition  of  the
avant garde scems 1o fit per-
fectly bere: “There is a con®
ceivable breakdown of lan
guage and communication
and deliberate work of bal-
fling the avdience.™ It really
wouldn't have made much
difference if the entire show
was performed in the dark ex-
cept | do empoy knowing
where and on what | am sit
ting and who is next to me
and | must admit | was cur-
ous to know what sort of
creature carried me 10 this
anknown

The smut was flowing

reeking from cvery corner of*

the room. The language con

ute tale about the man who
sells his soul to the devil. They
tried 100 hard, they pushed us
bhard and unfortunately
smothered themselves and the
audicnce.

The actors went around to
cach of us individually to tell
us it was over - a good thing
really, | wouldn't have known
when to have gone home
They invited us to stay and
see it over again from the be-
ginning and being 4 good
sport about the whole thing |
decided to stay. At this point
the see Fausters were separat-
ed from the be Fausters. A
parachute was dropped from
the ceiling upon the group of
be Fausters and | waited fifty
minutes for something to hap-
pen—nothing did. | saw a
man get out from under the
parachute and asked him
what was happening all this
time

‘I's the best lovedin I've
ever been to- and under a
parachute - freak out!™

I sat and watched & masked
love-in for almost an hour
and thought it was part of the
show. On the way out | saw
a weird-looking guy, who
looked like he had a part’ in
all this, in the back of the the-
atre and asked him what the
dral woas.

I don't know, the actors
left forty-five minutes ago
I'm supposed to wait till they
all leave so | can turn off the
lights and go home

1969 03 27 p.4 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/183/rec/4
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Apedl 9, 1969
#0:  Father Colmen sid Mesbern of the Administrubive Coussil
FECHI Willdmn Van Cleve

Hay I plase before you some considerations that appear relevant o judgeents

you may peraonally or eallectively md arding the schofuled apjmaranies on Sam-
pun this Vedneaday and Thuradsy of the Firshouse ylayers to perforn tvo yisces of
Wliwing theater, RGS nnd FAUSTY The wiews brlefly discusasd hers are @ Teaelt
of thinking thut antedatea the sresent uestion; the beliefs axpressed ave, 1 hope,
in mcord with sound dmericun asadmic traditloa. The wotive sn yresenting thess
thougats to you nov and by memorandun s twofoldi (1) The issus posed by the
planned visit of this group is complex and as crucel as any for our future devsl-
omment; (2) The tine availadle to decide how to reslve 1t unfortumately jrecludes
« lefsurely and possibly more orthodox and orderly opportusity for concerned mem=
bers of this comunity to express thelr oplnions.

Were this & question of whsther or nok Lk would be wrudent to lovite this
company 1o Caapss this veek, T ehould have woted "Dan'tl" My decislen in that
bees baned first on the presused injury these perfornunces night
cause Lo our stteapt to mecure nnd maintain essentisl finencisl suppert for our

event would ha

cunpuign from constituents of khown views. Second, I would bave heen wnsurs about

the odueational wilue of perforuAnces Euch as thoss, Third, & woul

ave ques=
bloned whether norslly datrinental influenaes might not have falloved in sone

canes the viewing of thess ylays, In oum, in po woting 1 would have argued that
the challengs to our longtime inege as 4 Chriotian sollege pazed by the Pirehouse

winit at the lenst required move tine for us to appraies carefully theme affects

and, if neceasary, to educate our seversl copstituencies or audiences. s eea-
lumion would Jave been based on some perception of otudent-faculty-slumi-trustee
ttibuie:

on alender hearesy $videncs concerning he method and content of
Firehouns Toeater productions.

But this, to the Tegret of wll eoncerned, is pob the question you fnces
The Firehouse Trester bus been inwited and bas accepteds It plans to cone here

tomorrowl Tuddo otations, including ows owa, have advertissd the fast bo the

comunity at larges The Invitation wis dscusd by SLUents in much the same wy
that students have imvited countless individusls snd groups to this compus for
mome time--without advsnce adednistrutive spproval; I do believe, though, that in
this partieular ¢sse the President wae inforned beforehand by the students con-
evrned of their plana, o the queskion 19 netuslly whether Lo rescind the invita—

MINNEHAHA at LAKE STREET B PHONE 721-6541

The earliest document about what happened later at SJU is an April
7 (Easter Monday) 1969 treatise written by Bill Van Cleve

As The Record documents later:

The questions of nudity and pos-
sible censorship got short shrift from
the members of the USG. The de-
bate over the proposal did not show
any great awareness of what might
result from the play. This naivete
was soon rudely shattered.

By the end of Easter vacation it
became increasingly apparent to the
University that Firehouse was hav-
ing an impact on alumni and friends
beyond anyone’s expectations. Ac-
cordingly, the Administrative Coun~
cil of the University met from one to
three p.m. on Tuesday, April 8.

The salient aspects of the recent
Firehouse Theater controversy are
fairly common knowledge, namely,
that an avant-garde theater group
known as the Firchouse Theatre
produced a play on campus which
contained scenes of male and female
nudity. The controversy which sur-
rounded this production has caused
serious repercussions both within
and without the immediate St. John’s
community.

1969 04 07 Memo to Father Colman and Members of the Administrative Council from
William Van Cleve, 1969

The Record April 18, 1969, p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33845/rec/4
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Lprll €, 1968

oo followlng s ¢ lisuing of cio serivs of events
con erning uhe slrououse .hooiro prior to spril 9ua, 19069

o ricchouse origineliy sngeged for @ poricreancé
in Jonuory 1969, W osuooned vy tno w'irchouse
olayors, Lo wng 1ly bueing set sor spril 9th end
10the whe o perforucaccs, g ind Foust erc to be
zponsored by  tho Culs acad GoITCO LOLS0 An bridized oy
tho Undorgradiste student Government. The plays were to ba
put on in the gymnasium md a verbal Agreement was made for
the use of the gym between Mr. George D\n"anbergzr
Zach Tranmer, the official representative of © Owl's Head.

e sponsora of the Firehouse followed all the appropriaie
chennels in the University in scheduling the performances®
The Adminlstrative Assisstent for Academic Affalrs, Fr. Eugene,
was contacted to secure the gymnasium and to check against
conflict with any other events, Mr. Durenberger was contacted.
The Lectures and Convocatlons Committee was contacted through
Mr. Ven Cleve to gsecure funds for the Firehouse, for which
funds were not available. The Undergraduate Student Govern-
ment (USG) voted unanimously to appropriate $250,00 as & lean
to subsidize the performances. The Activities Allocation
Board (AAB ) h-d sarlier voted a (250,00 grant to the Coffee
House to defray the cost of the Firehouse. Fr. Alden was
contacted cancarning housing for the members of the Firehouse
on the dates menticned ebove. Publicity was initiated on the
local and metropolitan levels in the various media during
Baster vacaticn end posters were put up on the three local
colle campuses beginnlng April Bth.

The acticns of the USG and the AAB were recorded in their
ainutes which are regulerly forwarded to the Administrative
Offices. Tuesday, April 8th, word reached Zach Tramner, Jim
Leitner, the manager of the Cei‘ree House and other interested
students snd faculty that Fr, Colman wished to meet with
everyone responsible for the tentative appearances of the

Firehouse. The word was out that pressure was being applied
for sbova to cancel the Flm house. That afterncon the
Adminiatrative Counell met from 1PM to 3PM, and sevoral members
of the council along with Fr, Colman mot with the concerned
and responsible students at 4Pi. Those present were Zach
Tramner, Jim Leltner, liike Teggeder, Jim lcCarthy, Doug Pols,
Steve Schanback, Greg Lecpold, Pat Ellingsworth, Terry Aronscn,
Hike Coy, Steve Humphrey, John Lmge, Joe Farry, Fr, Alden,
Fr. Vitus Bucher, Fr. Colmdn Barry, and fr.Baldwin Dworshak,
A'bot and Chancellar.

Firehouse’s two performances, Rags and Faust,
were to be sponsored by the Owl’s Head Coffee
House and subsidized by the Undergraduate
Student Government.

The appropriate channels had been followed:

¢ Fr. Eugene in Academic Affairs was contacted
to check for scheduling conflicts.

¢ Averbal agreement was made for the use of
the gym with Mr. George Durenberger.

1969 04 09 A Series of Events Concerning the Firehouse Theatre prior to April 9, 1969
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oo followlng s ¢ lisuing of cio serivs of events
con erning uhe slrououse .hooiro prior to spril 9ua, 19069

o ricchouse origineliy sngeged for @ poricreancé
in Jonuory 1969, len wos sosiponed VY bne wirehouse
olayers, biw tngreemont wlanlly being sed sor spril 9th end
10the whe two perforucnccs, g ind Foust erc to be
zponsored by  tho Culs acad GoITCO LOLS0 An bridized oy
tho Undorgradiste student Government. The plays were to ba
put on in the gymnasium s d a verbal agreement was made for
the use of the gym between Mr. George D\n"anbergzr
Zach Tranmer, the official representative of © Owl's Head.

e sponsora of the Firehouse followed all the appropriaie
chennels in the University in scheduling the performances®
The Adminlstrative Assisstent for Academic Affalrs, Fr. Eugene,
was contacted to secure the gymnasium and to check against
conflict with any other events, Mr. Durenberger was contacted.
The Lectures and Convocatlons Committee was contacted through
Mr. Ven Cleve to gsecure funds for the Firehouse, for which
funds were not available. The Undergraduate Student Govern-
ment (USG) voted unanimously to appropriate $250,00 as & lean
to subsidize the performances. The Activities Allocation
Board (AAB ) h-d sarlier voted a (250,00 grant to the Coffee
House to defray the cost of the Firehouse. Fr. Alden was
contacted cancarning housing for the members of the Firehouse
on the dates menticned ebove. Publicity was initiated on the
local and metropolitan levels in the various media during
Baster vacaticn end posters were put up on the three local
colle campuses beginnlng April Bth.

The acticns of the USG and the AAB were recorded in their
ainutes which are regulerly forwarded to the Administrative
Offices. Tuesday, April 8th, word reached Zach Tramner, Jim
Leitner, the manager of the Cei‘ree House and other interested
students snd faculty that Fr, Colman wished to meet with
everyone responsible for the tentative appearances of the

Firehouse. The word was out that pressure was being applied
for sbova to cancel the Flw house. That afternoon t!
Adminiatrative Counell met from 1PM to 3PM, and sevoral members
of the council along with Fr, Colman mot with the concerned

and responsible students at 4Pi. Those present were Zach
Tramner, Jim Leltner, liike Teggeder, Jim lcCarthy, Doug Pols,
Steve Schanback, Greg Lecpold, Pat Ellingsworth, Terry Aronscn,
Hike Coy, Steve Humphrey, John Lege, Joe Fapry, Fr. Alden,
Fr. Vitus Bucher, Fr. Colmdn Barry, and fr.Baldwin Dworshak,
A'bot and Chancellar.

On Tuesday, April 8:

Word reached...interested students and faculty
that Fr. Colman wished to meet with everyone
responsible for the tentative appearances of
the Firehouse.

The word was out that pressure was being
applied to cancel the Firehouse.

1969 04 09 A Series of Events Concerning the Firehouse Theatre prior to April 9, 1969
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Lprll €, 1968
Fr. Colman felt proper channels were not used.

puring the discussion, the following pointe came to light:

1. Fr. Colman stated that ne felt that the proper channels were Trustees and “concerned friends of St.

in Jonf

slaye not used or he would have Xnown of the performance ahead of . )

ot time. John’s...were upset (to put it mildly)...”
soonso] 2. The students stated as demonstrated above that they employed

tho U all the channels of which they were aware.

3. Fr. Colman cnd Fr. Abbott commented that they had received

t o
g‘l’; usg| calls from mzibers of the lay board of trustees and some The appearance:
Zach T igaueernad £riends of St, John!a" who were upeet(to put it

| mildly) that i would allow the Firehouse at St. John!s. . .

chenne| 4. Ther came 1 3 “Lat the objectlons were based upon Brd » could endanger the capital funds drive
The and #i» nond lriormation and even then the actual objectives . . . .
was o wese not wiaver. * would conflict with prevailing views of the
confli] 5. 1 Celmen's objectives were that the persons respon— .
The Le| rat folluwsd tho proper chanasls and that presenta= local commumty

e no% hellg incorporsied iulo an acadewlc program,

cbiesiions from cutuide the Universliy Peoper were as * would damage St. John’s image
owa sl
o h apmesranon af Vi Thrieese It B2 LA GTIH uktar * would endanger future appropriations by

£1 funds drive of the Iniversity. H +
o b anbrtione wonld dlreotly the legislature to the MN Fine Arts
Ul the prevailing views of tihe local community.
2d nmams of %, John'e wowld he dirsctly endan-
2 sppearance of the Fipchouse at this time.

» ilneatre had not appesred on any other campus

ng of thesr performances at this time would
oenoan! t ¢ appropriations by the legislature to the
Minnesoo Finc Arts Commission and through them to the
Firchous
That thewe performences may procipitate resignations from
the lay toarl of vrustees and the faculitys

r nbove GO cance £ 86 at_afternoon
Adminiatrative Counell met from 1PM to 3PM, and sevoral members
of the council along with Fr, Colman mot with the concerned

and responsible students at 4Pi. Those present were Zach
Tramner, Jim Leltner, liike Teggeder, Jim lcCarthy, Doug Pols
Steve Schanback, Greg Lecpold, Pat Ellingsworth, Terry Aronsca,
Hike Coy, Steve Humphrey, John Lmge, Joe Farry, Fr, Alden,
Fr. Vitus Bucher, Fr. Colmdn Barry, and fr.Baldwin Dworshak,
A'bot and Chancellar.

1969 04 09 A Series of Events Concerning the Firehouse Theatre prior to April 9, 1969
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Lprll €, 1968 -
The students offered positive proposals:
Lae followlng is ¢ lisuing of vuo serivs of vents
con erning uhe slrououse .hooiro prior to spril 9ua, 19069
H Py > LI 200t ki - b ki H
in Jor] 6. .Feced witlh Whose possible results, the students conoerned l: * statements WOUId be released to the medla
olsyon tried to offer a series of compromiscs designed to alleviate A Co Py
1otnd nach of thess poseleic adverse effeots and atill to have the disassociating SJU and clairifying who was
zaonsd performances.  These positive proposals were: q
Sho o responsible
put on a. Thet stotements would be rrleased to the varlous mndte“
the u. disasgociating 8t. John's University from the presentations .
Zach # anc. eclarifying who was rasponsible azd advertising a pro- * theTheater department and the aCtmg
T osnd arcics of lectures and discussions.
chennd b. 1;'1:! & cories of leeturcs and discussions would be given company would hold lectures and
The Ad T ot thn theatre department of the College of St. di q
was oo and members of the Firehouse company, both before Iscussions
'%l?l:r%-: c. Thab th ntﬁrgi?\.wnuld be restricted to tho students and
. L3 the Al al 2 D B .
ur. VA faculty of St. John's, Bt. Bon's, and St. Cloud Statc and * the audience would be restricted to SJU,
funds speeial gucsts of the Adminiatrations of the throo schools.
ment d, That special eoverage of the cntire situation could be CSB, and SCSU members
to suy cmploy~d vlie the Record and Off Campus Record.
Board e, That the Firchouss would be BBEECA %o poriorm &s without .
Honsg nudity since they had dome 8o in tho past. * Firehouse would be asked to perform one of
conta

on the dates mentionsd ebove. Publicity was initiated on the
local and metropolitan levels in the various media during
Baster vacaticn end posters were put up on the three local
colle campuses beginnlng April Bth.

' The acticns of the USG and the AAB were recorded in their
ainutes which are regulerly forwarded to the Administrative
Offices. Tuesday, April 8th, word reached Zach Tramner, Jim

Leitner, the manager of the Cei‘ree House and other interested

students snd faculty that Fr, Colman wished to meet with

everyone responsible for the tentative appearances of the
Firehouse. The word was out that pressure was being applied

for sbova to cancel the Flw house. That afternoon t!

Adminiatrative Counell met from 1PM to 3PM, and sevoral members

of the council along with Fr, Colman mot with the concerned

and responsible students at 4Pi. Those present were Zach

Tramner, Jim Leltner, liike Teggeder, Jim lcCarthy, Doug Pols,

Steve Schanback, Greg Lecpold, Pat Ellingsworth, Terry Aronscn,

Hike Coy, Steve Humphrey, John Lege, Joe Fapry, Fr. Alden,

Fr. Vitus Bucher, Fr. Colmdn Barry, and fr.Baldwin Dworshak,

A'bot and Chancellar.

1969 04 09 A Series of Events Concerning the Firehouse Theatre prior to April 9, 1969



Lprll €, 1968 The negotiations dragged on for three hours...

i fullo- s ¢ lisui TN iu [ wvent, .
con whning cho tLEchoube Lt Fo Leion 5o —otd) Duhy 1808 It became apparent that the only compromise
fho rirchous. iginelly sngeged Cor o - Loruanes
In Tonuery 1060, viioh b sosiouned by BaG . APORGUSG acceptable to Fr. Colman (and the board,

olayers, tiw tngegemnt wlually being sed sor spril 9th end

10th, #ns buo serforueacos, sagg end Feust, werc bo be alumni and friends) was cancellation.
zoonsored by bhG Ouls aeed L o sube daized oy
tho Jodepsradicbe otudont o The nlars usre to ba
put . oat
the The students were placed in the position of
Zach] - Th ough the negotiations had dragged on for three hours, . " o
though the responsibility and integrify of the students ln- acceptmg total responS|b|I|ty for a”
chen volved had been tested and found sound, time end again, and
The though there was no question of the sincero concern for the consequences.
nes greater well being of the University, it finally becsme ap=-
gonf parent that the only compromise that was really acceptable
be to T, Colaman (angltl:;ugh himhth;;u{‘oboard,i:lmgt,bznd " " :
= friends) was_cance & shouse . T
sung ( mphssiﬁeaW it 8o frdauros upon bia b thetfunanesd The students accepted cancellation of the
backers" of the university were what le o c - .
ggaf_ Though he gﬁ ng!: pﬁg?r% nodbnn thﬂﬁ‘;‘.’-’;‘;?ﬁ?é E'g 2],;?3 ont performanCES n exchange fora guarantee that
e o! cal and person . 0 .
Houa gi: sgﬁﬁms E:rﬂpplacnd in tmppcwarless position of accepting Firehouse would be back in the fall as part of a
cont gotel" responsiblity for all consequences of golng on with .
on the show. Nelthor faculty members nor adminlstrators
loca] were willing to sdmit or accept any part of the rcsponsiblity,
i Though tho s tudents denied that they would be or should be
- held "totally" responsible, they know that "the powers that
) be'l couwld make it so. Consequently the students accepbed
% s cencellation of the performences ih exchange for a guarantee
orfi thet tho Firehouse would be back in the Fall as aprt of a
Lelt; Thostre perapeotive weok, that tho §500,00 ponely elause for
5 Sud breeking contract would be tsken cers of by Fr. 03.1'\1!31".1-
it Tt was afnood that the students w.uld release a "face
Fird saving" stCtement so that no one would think that myone had
for baen Thought offW, This was the atate of affairs o of @FM
Admi Tucsdey, April 8th, Any statements of fact or opinion
of & in the Above are subjeet Lo correction and interpretatlon by
and those montionsd. Tho record of the mecting between the studenta
Tram ard esdministretors can be checked against reporting the minutes
Stevi Xept by Dr. Joseph Farry, Every attompt was made %o be honest
Hike and objective.
A b0

1969 04 09 A Series of Events Concerning the Firehouse Theatre prior to April 9, 1969
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F{TALKS SET ON ST. JOHN’S CANCELLATION _# 54‘./,4,,.4,

5:": Play With Nudes Banned at A%t/ldt/ég

Thursday, April 10

¢ Students were to meet with

. o = COLLEGEVILLE, Minn—Stu-{Lakeview Ballroom at comvoca-| Represe of the Fire-
administrators to continue discussions. 00 oday i o mest D Mo fggl'ggmtg';gr theitlocs house Thealre were reported

“The Firehouse Theatre and|

ts {John’s  University administra-|the ballroom’ 's proprietor, Gus|other ta  perfo nmngl Some students were ot satis-

Ints tive council to continue discus- Litchy, told the 'l‘imes toda; the groups .will " be invited to appear|fied with the delay in the

bout the use of campus*plav will not be staged .|on campus, bght of this the/ |theatre  group’s performance
rmance| administrative cmmcxl Owl's Hud ha decided to re-|here and asked for today's

¢ Students arranged for the play to be o e e of
’ i llroom 7 two plays that include Iased statement Wednes-'schedule the W and
performed at Avon’s Lakeview Ba °‘1£'mé’e""é';es"°“y‘ at include rleased a_stalemen i Womeda:zga);‘ and| mOne b i it =

. ibili Firehouse The: himself, said he
Thursday evening. ized Litcny saldatoday, “ buewdaysy meeting ity Geter-
mine if the theatre company

on_campus toda;

know what
: i i is anti time. i wasall bt said it|would t St. Johh'
* The ballroom’s proprietor cancelled it o 2 it po - “Sidents sssociated with e S 5 They x[w grer appea ai . Jorb's
o a 't . st [v-[form two plays, “Faust” and|Owl’s Head (a coffee shop atlof the play afterwards 3
when he “found out it wasn’t ju fie| Rags” at the college Wednes-|St. Johu's) and other concerned|thought i was oi right at iu'sl
, , T !s da and Thursday mg hts. students are prxmanly lmer- “When I found out it w: ‘heatre's perfarmanoe touched
another St. John’s and St. Ben’s activity. | 2t Jraan Y {orF ot e e o

lappeared at St. Benedict's, “by
ciate theatrical and fine arts,” aedwty T called it off,” Lxu:hy the people in the commumly
Iwho didn't see the pla

He thought the earli

he perform: ling the proper just another St.
xo-cened at st Johns al]edged]y|eon!ext wn:hm whu:h to apprb Ben’s (College of St. Benedi
merauon was

* One student said the earlier

wluch would be imposed against| “The programs and convoca-| "Fausf" and “Rags” ‘ r-

t the school’s current fund drivetions committee will contact|contain nude or semi nude formance may have helped

[if the plays went on. the Minnesota State Ansscenes The company had per-]“creake outside agitation

. Students wha wanied the play |Gaancil 2o advice and_assis- formed early this school year ageinst the Firehouse coming
then arranged with theltance in arranging a Sedﬁ o{‘xt the College of St. Benedict. /here,”

1969 04 10 Play with nudes banned at Avon too SCTimes
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To Prevent Violence

Theatre Group Performs u

Ed. Note: The events in the foi-
lowing news story happened just
as our last week's edition came
oul. Since then, the story has
received wide coverage in the
local and national news media.
The jollowing is a round-up of
the story as reported by Nation-
al Catholic News Service.
COLLEGE' Minn.—A
controversial pla\ containing
nude scenes was performed at
St. John's University here by
a theatrical group accused of
““trespassing on our campus.”

The group was allowed to
give its performance, howev-
er. “in order to prevent the
possibility of any violence on
our campus.”

Two Firehouse Theater per-
formances were halted earlier
by the college administration
because of the alleged nude
scenes in both plays, “Rags”™
and “Faust™

“Rags" never was perform-
ed, but students and faculty
voted to allow the performance
of “Fausi”. And the nude
scenes were left intact. a uni-
versity spokesman said.

Abbott Baldwin Dworschak.
0SB.. of St. John's Abbey.
which operates the university.
issued a statement just two
hours before “Faust™ was per-

ﬂ"/ o

formed (April 10).

“‘The Firehouse Theater
group is appearing on St
John's campus this evening
without anv offieial endorse-
ment of Si. John's Abbey. the
university faculty or suldans‘
of this institution,”
Dworschak pointed out

“It is our view that this
group of players is trespassing
on our campus.” he declared.
“They are appearing here des-
pite the fact that no contrac-
tual agreement exists between
them and any responsible in-
dividual on this campus.

“‘We have regretfully per-
mitted the players to perform
this evening in order to prevent
the possibility of any violence
on our campus.” the abbott
said.

“Emolions have run ex-
lremel\ high among our stu-
dents.” he explained. “‘Many
have urged that the perform-
ance be permitted because of
what they conscientiously be-
lieve to be matter of academic
freedom. Many others share

performance violates what we
in the Christian community
consider as acceptable and de-
cent standards of conduet and
deportment. We make no judg-

mzl as e amshc ar e‘}
thetic value of this perform-
ance.

““We are concerned here ex-
clusively with maintaining and
nourishing the Christian ideals
and_principles for which this
institution has s for well
over a century,” Abbot Dwor-
schak said.

“1 wish to state categori-
cally that we do not approve of
this performance.” he declar-
ed. “We have permitted it to
take place only because we
wish above all to prevent phy-
sical violence on this campus

“Like any human organiza-
tion some of our procedures
are faulty.” he said. “Our lines
of communications with the
students break down in rare
instances. We intend to cor-
rect this situation promptly
and to clarify in a most expli-
cit way for our students and
their parents that St. John's
—as a liberal arts college in a
Christian context—will remain
precisely that."”

“‘We do not intend to com-
promise nor to permit on this
campus theatrical performanc-
es or other activities which are
offensive to the large majority
of this community.” the a
bot said
Despite the abbot's strongly-

§cenes

‘worded statement. it is likely

that the Firehouse Theater will
come back to St. John's cam-
pus. according to the univer-
sity’s public relations office.
But its return would be on an
academic basis. it was ex-
plained

The theater group would par-
ticipate in classes that would
offer regular classroom dis-
cussion of plavs. The classes
would offer cre it was re-
ported

When Father ColmanBarry.
university president, earlier
postponed both performances.
he said the postponement was
made because students had not
gone lhrough proper institu-
tional channels

“‘We heard about it only last
week.” Father Barry said
(April 9), “and it has caused
quite an uproar among the
trustees. faculty and students.
We decided this wasn’t the pro-
per context for an artistic per-
formance.”

“We want an academic dia-
logue.” he continued. “We
want the performances. ana-
lyzed and discussed with peo-
ple from drama departments.
We've decided to postpone the
performance and ask the Fire-
house back later in the year for
a series of theater perspective
seminars.

1969 04 St. Cloud Visitor Theatre Group Performs Nude Scenes

In The St. Cloud Visitor:

The National Catholic News
Service weighs in a week
later.

The play “Faust”
DID go on -

“in order to prevent the
possibility of any violence on
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STATEMENT BY ABBOT BALDWIN DWORSCHAK, 0.5 .B Statement by Abbot Baldwin
4/10/69 P M.

The Firehouse Theater group is appearing on the Saint John's campus this even- 1969 Sagatagan
ing witheut any official endorsement of Saint John's Abbey, the University faculty ~
or students of this institution.

It is our view that this group of players is Lrespassing on our campus. They
are appearing here despite the fact that no contractual agreement exists between
them and any responsible individual on this campus.

We have regretfully permitted the players to perform this evening in order to

prevent the possibility of violence on our campus. Emotions have run extremely

high among our students.

Many have urged that the performance be permitted be-
cause of what theyconscientiously believe to be a matter of academic freedom.
Many others share the view of the Abbey and University administration that the
performance violates what we in this Christian community consider as acceptable

and decent standards of conduct and deportment.

1969 04 10 Statement by Abbot Baldwin Dworschak, Firehouse Theatre, 1969 April
10
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STATEMENT BY ABBOT BALDWIN DWORSCHAK, 0.5 .B Statement by Abbot Baldwin

4/10/69 P M

We make no judgment as to the artistic or aesthetic value of this performance.
We are concerned here exclusively with maintaining and nourishing the Christian
ideals and principles for which this institution has stood for well over a cen-
tury.

1 wish to state cateporically that we do not approve of this performance.
We have permitted it to take place only because we wish above all to prevent
physical violence on this campus.

Like any human organization, some of our procedures are faulty. Our lines

of communication with the students break down in rare instances. We intend to

correct this situation promptly and to clarify in a most explicit way For our
students and their parents that Saint John's == as a liberal arts college in a

Christian context -- will remain precisely.that. We do not intend to compromise

our principles nor Lo permilt on this campus theatrical performances or other acti-

vities which are offensive to the large majority of this community

1969 04 10 Statement by Abbot Baldwin Dworschak, Firehouse Theatre, 1969 April
10
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A discussion was then arranged
for Thursday at one p.m. in the
Great Hall at which time the entire
student body was to express their
opinion. Fr. Abbot, Fr. Colman and
members of the Administrative
Council were all present to talk to
the students.

The Record April 18, 1969, p. 3
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33847/rec/4
Photos: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 150
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48989/rec/51
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A discussion was then arranged
for Thursday at one p.m. in the
Great Hall at which time the entire
student body was to express their
opinion. Fr. Abbot, Fr. Colman and

REFERE {E\% DUM

members of the Administrative

Council were all present to talk to f. STUD ENTS

the students. The end result of this 2. FACULTY

meeting was that the students de- = M Yol

manded a vote be taken to decide

whether the play would be allowed ‘i ISTRATION

oM PERFORMANGE OF

FIREHOUSE. THEATRE
STUDENT POST OFFICE
3:30- 7:00 pm Apr;l jo. 1967

The Record April 18, 1969, p. 3
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33847/rec/4
Photos: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 150
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48989/rec/51
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rord

il 18, 1969

Number 4

‘The salient aspects of
Firehouse Theater controf

Vote results:

YES: 514
NO: 400
Other: 40

not a team, and if you don’t have the
courage or qualities to sign your
name to your opinions you aren’t as
good a man as any of the 18 hockey
players you criticize.

Phil Wetzel '72

T O T T Ty
Hanish and Haskins, both more
accustomed to catching passes for
Gag's football team than votes, were
joined by three others, Denny Scher-
er, Jim McCarthy, and Mike Mur-
phy. Murphy, a freshman, had pre-

fairly common
that an avant-garde theal
known as the Firchousq
produced a play on cam
contained scenes of male af
nudity, The controversy W
rounded this production hj
serious repercussions bol
and without the immediate
community,

The events which led
Firehouse's coming on cof
tend at least as far back a
At that time Zach Tranme
mathematics major, approf
Activities Allocations Boa|
of the now defunct 1968-6)
Council for financial supp|
der to bring the Firchoy

FIREHOUSE = = = Continued from page 1

and stage Rags there
night. This attempt failed.

A discussion was then arranged
for Thursday at one p.m. in the
Great Hall at which time the entire
student body was to express their
opinion. Fr. Abbot, Fr. Colman and
members of the Administrative
Council were all present to talk to
the students. The end result of this
meeting was that the students de-
manded a vote be taken to decide
whether the play would be allowed

Five hundred and fourteen stu-
dents and faculty voted YES, the
play should go on. Four hundred
voted NO, and 40 students voted
OTHER.

utile attempt was made by Fr.
Abbot to stop the show anyway, but
there was little that could be done
by him alone, at that time. Con-
vinced of this, Fr. Abbot reluctantly
did nothing. Fr. Colman could not
be reached for comment at that time.

John's,
Tranmer had already

Mr. Van Cleve of the Cor
Committee and had receis
but not monetary support|
ing to Dan Whalen, chais
AAB at the time, the B
sured by Tranmer that nu
probably not be part of

house's production. Despite some
iaie il A AT il hat

consider education to be a total per-
sonal growth within the personalistic
atmosphere of a Christian living

vision of the

Attempt to Complete Education

not included in our academic ex-
perience.
The proposal itself suggests that

‘

CONFRONTATION R COMPROMISE?

The Record April 18, 1969, p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33845/rec/4
and p. 3 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33847/rec/4
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ing “regretfully allowed
order to prevent the pos:

at St. John’s consider
:cep(able and decent stand-
ards.”

s Chnsuan college commun-

;A play containing nude scenes | the Rev.

was performed at St. John's Joseph Farry, a professor of
University in Collegeville, government; Karen Garvin, a [ran;
I Thursday night, although the |teacher in the Theater Depart-tion had decided to postpone | «

university chancellor said in ment; and James McCarthy, a

5|2 statement that the perform: | student who is the nephen of |
0lers were “trespassing” and Ser Eugene McCarthy, D-
" |that the performance was be- | Min

" 1 it -

DY of pisslcal violence ™ | S5 Bk, Lo ot
Abbot Baldwin Dworschak night that the university i
seid the play violates what| gL, hat the ur s pon
" |{the administration and the formance, but “they’re lot-
ting it go on.”

st.
Yeswday. when it appear- lege, contended that St.

¥ | John's, which is conducting a &
| ““The pertormance of “Faust”|the Firehausa Thenter v $3. .

St John's Permits Nude ?ay v
‘to Prevent Physical Violence’~

COLLEGEVILLE, Minn, — | were the umversl(y pmsident
Colman” Barry; D

Terry Aronson, student

d that the performance by

land would not be able to
have the play there,

aland possibly cancel “Faust” |
“Rags,”

contain nude scenes

tor of theater arts at nearby

|
i
|
l
7|
it
g

Yesterday’s debate was ar-|
ranged after the administra- g,

th of which
Father Barry had told stu- ||}

David O'Fallon, an’ instrue-

Benedict’s, a woman's col-

.5 million fund drive,

Jo | was presented in the gymna- nol be allowed on wnnu “backed out due to pressure
-sium after a stud night, from trustees
.| vote that the play be allowed made t0 fiold the plﬂy at lhﬂ Aronson sald last night
-lon campus, Cokeview Ballroom in Avon, | st the debate and vote had
| THE voTE, arranged and |2bout 4 miles ff"m "‘e €3 | heen arranged “to prevent a,
|| conducted in two hours after |PUS- confrontation with the ad-| £}
a debate attended by 600 stu-| THIS fell ion; which is the last|
dents in the university’s Great|apart when the ballroom | thing we want.” 7
Hell, was 514 to 420. manager told student leaders| He described the debate as
Participating in the debatelhe had to attend a funeral | “a quite rational discussion.” |

1969 04 11 St. John's Permits Nude Play to Prevent Physical Violence, Mpls Trib

Photo: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 150 . '
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48989/rec/51
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No Dlsaphne
For Nude Play

A
tation of events not directly
sponsored by the school is al-
lowed on the campus,

The ||¢| formance of

Ploneer Press News Service
COLLEGEVILLE — No
disciplinary action Is planned
ngainst students who spon-
sared presentation of aplay | "Faust" the Firehouse
at St John's Unlversity over | Theater of L Inneapolls
ohije~tions of the administra. Thursday drew o critical
ton, according fo the nssist- | statement from Abbot Bald-
ant 1o the prexident win Dworschak, 0.8 B, head

Donald Conway sald the | of 8t John's Abbey and uni-
dodents did not violate any | versity chancellor, who said
imiversity rule, slnce presen. | the theater group “ls, in our

A 4 7 \
l:[xpecfed

Ianners

vmw uup u? ou &n |
campus.* ‘
Conway nald the main
objection was to "nudity on |
the stage," which he said s
“hardly appropriate” for the
home of a religlous communi-
ty and a Catholic college
There are ample opportunt
tiea for presentation of a va-
riety of plays and other cul. |
ural ovents at the colle

1cn "u stad th
ateation augy at
' be u«m"

"Fau

:ﬁg‘aﬂ:&r oxt s grt ol [}

or \‘1

1969 Sagatagan

b i
"mr mo ud a% “

*"-,m g

uuuu of the
but schod-

1969 04 Pioneer Press “No Discipline Expected...”

That’s a no-no.
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This brings us to the only power which supposedly won last Thursday,
the 10th of April, 1969. Student power, for good or ill, was exercised and
found to be effective. The issues raised galvanized the entire campus and
brought out student opinion as it has been rarely revealed at SJU.

Who's Kidding Whom? Censorship Not The Issue

T ety o S S 1k 1y g

i T v
e

The recent production of the Firechouse Theater on this campus brought

to light several issues which are vital to the future of St. John’s University.

One of these was censorship at SJU. The fact that Firehouse did play in-

dicates that coercive, overt censorship was not a real danger. More covert
forms of censorship, in the form of various kinds of “pressure,” were and
still are the basic part of the censorship issue.

At the beginning of the debate over Fuehouse, cemorshxp nught have

Who's Kidding Whom? Censorship Not The Issue

in case you missed the point. The students took it upon themselves to change
an institution. They took this responsibility upon themselves without ade-
quately becoming informed, without adequately weighing the pros and cons,
without taking into account the doubts, fears and feelings of all the people
who are a part of this institution known as St. John’s Abbey and University.

The tragedy of all this lies in the fact that this change, which has at least
the possibility of being i m;unous to St. John's s, was brought about in an at-

been crucial. But at some point the situation
or design, into one in which power became paramount. For good or ill, all
the ugly ramifications of unrestrained power came to center stage and be-

came the focus for debate and action.

A en e s 104 Ao b 1 s

Trustee power, Administration power, Monk power, Alumni power and
Faculty power all came under attack by many of the students. The Trustees

ek Ay oy e it ek et S,
T Ao o e MRS o e, s et . OO a
v ) G T e Kt
A v d?
S s N Wi, et
B Moty

The Record April 18, 1969, p. 2
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33846/rec/4

of distrust, and ism. Instead of taking the
time to work out a solution which all could at least live with, if not whole-
heartedly accept, somebody pushed St. John’s into diving into the lake with-
out checking for rocks. Whether the rocks are really there or not does not
make the act of jumping any more reasonable. —Ford
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Cracks in the Sidewalk
by Spikes

It’s been awhile since I last took the time to jot down a few of my per-
verted thoughts for this column. I realize that too much has been said about
the Firehouse Theatre episode and I know I should let it die, but I must
make a few observations. My apologies for my tardiness.

As far as the whole mess is concerned, I think all of us have witnessed a
living example of how pussycats have a way of turning into tigers with the
aid of the right people. My interpretation of the affair:

First of all, Firehouse asks may we please come and show our bods?

Fearless Leader says yes, please do.

Then the boys with the coin threaten to pick up their balls and bats and
go home if Sunny St. Jack’s allows a skin show to proceed as planned cuz
they never got to see stuff like that—rhey had to be confent with their dirty
jokes and pre-Playboy magazines.

Fearless Leader says no.

Then the Liberated Kids get together and decxde that if gunkies from other
colleges do it then they belter doit, too, cuz what would SDS say about SJU
if there wouldn’t be an; ions and other groovy stuff like that
here—except that the SJ’U Liberated Kids don’t know exactly how to react.
They could follow the example of their peers from Columbia, Berkeley, Har-
vard, Cornell, etc., and turn the campus into a war zone. Instead, they call
for a general meeting of the community. Non-violent. I repeat, non-violent.

..1969-04-30, The Record, p.2
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33905/rec/40

The press and other big mouths love it—a chance for a really big story
right here in central Minnesota, “Now we can catch up with the blg guys.”

Debate from both sides at the general meeting.

Trusted Trustee says we love you,

Fearless Leader says no, then maybe, then what the hell! I.ct's vote on it.

The majority says yes.

Fearless Leader says nothing and blushes.

Spiritual Leader gets into the act and says no, but in order to prevent
violence the show must go on. Hunky Dorey. And Pontius Pilate, in order
1o prevent violence, washed his hands and delivered Jesus into the hands of
the crowd to be crucified. Nice reasoning.

‘The show goes on, almost incidentally,

Trusted Trustee and friends grab their bags of gold and retire to their re-
spective vaults. The school is penniless.

The Record editorial staff and other Goldwaterites point accusing fingers
at the Liberated Kids.

Fearless Leader, the individual who could have settled the entire matter
early in the campaign with a simple, meaningful yes or no and handled the
alumni and students with his usual aplomb, sits in his office and blushes.

And the beat goes on
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The Theology Department weighs in:

DEPARTMENT OF THEOLQGY SAINT JOHN'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGEVILLE MINNESOTA 5632|

May 9, 1969

MEMO TO:

The Chancellor of Saint John's University,
Abbot Baldwin Dworschal, 0.S5.B.

The mewbers of the Board of Trustees,
Saint John's University
The College of Saint Benediet

The President of Saint John's University,
Father Colman J, Barry, 0.5.B.

The President of The College of Saint Benedict,
Dr. Stanley J, Idzerda

The Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences of Saint John's University,
Father Hilary D. Thimmesh, 0.S5.B.

The Dean of The College of Saint Benedict,
Sister Firmin Escher, 0.5.B.

The Dean of The School of Divinity of Saint John's University,
Father Vitus E. Bucher, 0.S.B,

The Pean of The Graduate School of Theology of Saimt John's University,
Father Aelred H. Tegels, 0.5.B.

Mother Henrita Osendorf, 0.5.B.

CONCERNING:
HMoral issues raised by the Firehouse Theatre's play presented at Saint John's
University.

FROM:
The Chairman of the Department of Theclogy of Saint Jehu's University and The College
of Saint Benediet, Father Michael Paulin Blecker, 0.5.B.

1969 05 09 Theology Dept. Memo about Firehouse Theatre's play, May 9 1969 —
written by the chair, Fr. Michael Blecker (who became SJU’s president two years later)



The Theology Department weighs in:

CONCERINING:

Moral issues raised by the Firehouge Theatre's play presented at Saint John's
University.

FROM:

The Chairman of the Departwment of Theology of Saint Johu's University and The College
of Saint Benediet, Father Michael Paulin Blecker, 0.5.B.

The menbers of the Theology Department of Saint John's University and The College of Saint
Benedict in the business meeting of May 7, 1969, voted 11 to 3 that the following state-
ment be distributed to the administrations of Saint John's University and The College of
Saint Bemedict. In accordance, therefore, with the directive of the faculty of the
Department of Theology the following statement is proposed for your consideration:

INTRODUCTION
Conerete moral decisions are seldom simple. 1In order to

help in the evaluation of recent events on campus the
theology faculty proposes the following principles.

PRINCIFLES
Kudity on stage is not per se wachristian,

The understanding of the body ls important
for the undevetanding of man. Theatre,
just as other arts, can be helpful in this
task.

A christlon colleee or wnivercicv should be
open even to controversial forms of ex-

pression,

There are forms of expression, particu-
larly in entertaioment, which a christian
college or university cam be open to only
with severe restrictions (e.g., by pre-
gentation only in a true academle context)
or mot at all. An example would be a
blackfsce minstrel show,

A concern for the financial integrity and
the community acceptance of a university
is a true moral ohligatiom.

There are times whem a university must be
willing to jeopardize its finances or its
community acceptance, but enly to safeguard
a value of proportionate gravity.

1969 05 09 Theology Dept. Memo about Firehouse Theatre's play, May 9 1969




The Theatre Department does, too

1969 06 03 Position Paper of the Department of Communication and Theatre, June 3

1969

Position Paper

of the Department of Communication and Theatre

College of Saint Benedict

June 3, 1969

by

Sister Colman O'Connell

Mr. David O'Fallon
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Firehouse Theater goes on tour
The Dean at Notre Dame asks them not to perform.
Students rally and threaten a confrontation.
The Administration capitulated, provided that:

* the audience is warned and
* the press is kept out

June 1
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1969
Photo: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 151

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48990/rec/51

1969 06 01 Firehouse Restokes After Tour 'Confrontations'- The Minneapolis Tribune,
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Maybe the performance by the Firchouse
Theater Company at St. John's did Qﬂch ..and the yearbook sums it all up
parents, alumni and trustees, Maybe it did
represent a blunt disregard of the traditional
Christian values of the school. Maybe it did
show a lack of concern for the image of the
institution, Maybe it did affect the develop-
ment of students who were not mature enough
to understand the play. And even maybe it
was not brought to campus through the right
channels.

Just a few months before, in the fall, the
same group performed a similar play at St.
Ben's and, although the proper protests, dis-
appointments and disapprovals filed in fol-

lowing the performance, little is known of any
major consequences it may have had,

What made the difference? Simple. The is-
sue at stake was not the play itself anymore:
it had become a struggle for power. The fight
was to find out just who determines which
events are permissible for the students to
bring to campus and participate in, and which
i are not.

The trustees had to prove that the support
they give to the school buys some control over
it. The alumni had to remind us that this place
is not anymore the good ol’ St. John’s they
learned to respect. The parents had to defend

the values they believe in and live by. The
administration had to defend its official pro-
cedures and channels. And the students had
to assert their independence.

All of them did their own thing, but in the
wrong way, The trustees, alumni and parents
did wrong in chosing imposition, as if they
were dealing with children; the administration
in failing to demonstrate the validity and
strength of their position; the students in
rushing the events and endorsing the per-
formance in an emotionally ill atmosphere.

The problem was not with the issue itself,
but with its handling.

s N e
sacatacan
1969
st. John's university
college of st. benedict
mizmesaéa/
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Image: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48840/rec/51
1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 150
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48989/rec/51
1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 151
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48990/rec/51

39



Standards change!

Complete the college
experience with a trip
abroad. You too can agin
from cultural moments
like this one.

Visit the International
Studies office and say, “1
want to get naked some-
where else!”

Students protest signs which have caused a campus disruption. (photo by A. Ngry)

“The Inebriated” May 17, 1998 p. 3
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/38920/rec/21
The Retort” May 12, 1997, p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/39058/rec/20
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Photo: 1969 Sagatagan yearbook, p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/48840/rec/51
Drawing: 1968 10 29 The Torch p.2
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/109/rec/3

Logo: https://hclib.tumblr.com/post/105988079784/firehouse-theater-holiday-
program-special
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