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- v'sions,”

. “You are the Master of my. |
are the Captain of my soul”

Spiriteal Thought for the Moni

Captain of My Soul

by KILIAN M¢DONNELL, O.S.D.

ARE ‘it s thar blaspne-ﬁy'
the heights of poetic excellence

fcund i Henley 5 poem In..u:czur

““Tt ipatters not how strait’ the, ‘gnte,

How | Chcll’("Ed L with Pumshmems the

scroll _

1 am the mmer of my fate:

I am the cclptcun of my soul.”
Hwling challenges at God is o Tess
blasphemois because it is put in poetic
form,

‘There is a sense of course, in which
gach man is master of 1115
captam oI his soul. The "destiny  of
each man m eLelnzty is decided by 2
" decision. he makes in tune L Of

'his .own plcu:c
Judas chose his eternjty, He .was, In
truth, mastér, of his fate

But there is a deeper
the Christian does not captain his own
soul, Time is too short, eternity too
long, toe inevitable, and too. c]eﬁmtwe
for hll"ﬂ to trust the captaincy of his
life to himself. From  the, treachery of

time and from his own nnclequacy, the

Christian knows he is saved by compmit-
ting Tis fate to one Who "ta.rlcl‘: ‘ bove
time. To God, thls

“Rule 1ot only my , ultimate destmy

but e king and master of all, my déci-
" The Christian does not, consider

it an indignity for him to suy to. God,
fate, You

This dependence on.the will of God
may look like timidity, and weakness,
but it is not. In the last analysis the
Christian, like Christ,. defines his
strength in terms of the will of God:

"My fobd is to do the wiil of him who

sent me. The will of God is meat
and drink [or the Christian. It sustains
his life .and is the prmmplc of his
‘growth. All the weaknesses he experi-
ences are endurable and surmeountalle
because the will of God is his daily
bread.

Bemdes benw Lhe [ood ol the Chl"ISt-

56

ian,
and fr eedom

reaches

fate and

the_
ultimate’ end of JudasA St Luke says,-
 with ¢hill bzevny, thal che. wcnt “to
By 1'% “mls m time )

.. wenf ou,
sense 1 which

"One’ who 'made”
time and rules time, the (‘hmstmn( says,

“the, will of God is mystery, law,

The will' of God is a mystery. Pain

. and darkness and even agony may be
" willed by Crod And who will say that

God loved Clmst less because He willed
Him the Cross? Does God love the
Christian les's*because He leads him to

" pain? "The Caristian does not pretend

that he can reconcile in a completely

satisfactory way the love God bears
him . and

the. sorrow God wills him.
It is a mystery he embraces,

God wills. to lead the Christian by
paths hé d0e> not know. The muystery
of the will. of ‘God is like the mystery
"of Abraham. God called Abraham to
Jleave “his country, his kinsfalk, and his
iathers housc 1o go to a strange land
which Gocl uould show him. "And he
not ‘knowing where he was
going.” Abraham did not know where
God was leading him, but it was God
who led and that was knowledge enougl.

CThe. Christlan finds that the will of
God sometimes leads him in darkness:

HI

“ Just what lies ahead is not certain. The

Christian does not fully understand. Not
knowing, this too is willed by God. But
the God who.leads is the God of love.
In the inidst of every pain and defeat
into which God leads him is the convic
tion_that, in the end, God leads to joy
and v1ctory “God always leads us in
ermph Ard for the Christian this is
knowledge exough.

The will of God is law. Rebels from
b1rth we do 'not like law, God's or any-
one else's, We tend to think ‘of law as

] aloo_f,, f-lesllless!-'a11d inhuman, However,

when ‘the Christian submits to the will
of .God, he submits to a law which is
ennnently human. Take the classic ex-
ample in the life of Christ. in the Gar-
den of Gethsemani Christ sinks to Tis
knees and prays, “Father, if it be possi-
ble let this cup pass away from me;
yet not as I will, but as You will”” What
is the will of the Father in Christ’s re-
gard is no less.than that He submil to
rejection by men, the spilling of His
blood, and s]ow death L11 on the C}oss

© Then He submits to thée will of the

T HE will of God is 2 Iaw that does

.the divine and the human meet there is

“of our own will. But when we do God's.

But the Father does not expect Christ to
submit to the law of His will with a 3
spurious and carefully practiced insensi-
tivity. The Father asks much, but He
does not ask that Christ submit like a
totem pole: straight, stolid, and dead.

If there is something divine in Christ’s :
submission to the law of the Father's®
will, there is also something very hu-
man. Christ shrinks from the pain be
fore Him. He draws back and cries out

Father. More than mere submission, He
wills what the Father wills, But there
is nothing here of a lovéless imposition
of a loveless law; nothing of a wooden
and unfeeling acceptance of that law,
What the Father wills is frightening, hat
He wills it with great love. What Chirist
embraces is the law of the Father's will,
but in embracing it He remains fully
human, fully sensitive to pain, fear,
loneliness, and death.

not ask of the Christian that he be

less than human. The law may make
him suffer, but it will never say, “Submit’
to, this disease but I [orbid you to fecl
repugnance. Come to the Cross, but ¢
perience no fear, Die this death, but
do not draw back.” _
The will of God i$ freedom. Wherever

paradox. Here the paradox is: the more’
we are hound by the will of God the!
more we are iree. When we de our own
will we are bound by all the limitations;

will we, in some measure, participat
in the freedom of God's will. And the:
will of God is free of limitations, Far;
this reason,- to Dbe imprisoned by th
will of God is the highest freedom.

_The will of God is not to he eguated
with a ruthless fatalism which make
the Christian an obedient pawn, but nok#
a free son, It does not glve rise to tha 4
murky, joyless piety so often attribute %
to the Christan, That God is the Capig
tain of his soul makes the Christian thcg
freest ol men and the most joyous.
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