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The Sign July, 1954

Spiritual Thouyght for the Month

A Meditation

by KILIAN

THERE is a danger thar the Chris-
N Ttian living in a pagan scciety will
accept its standards without recognizing
that they are pagan. This would be
the ragedy of blindness. There s a
-second. danger. It is the danger that
the Christian will see both society and
its standards for what they are and
vet be content to leave them as they
are. This would be the crime of inli-
delity. It would be the sin of rocking-
_ chair complacency.
- The terrifying thing about Christians
-is mot their sinfulness but rather their
complacency. They see the darkness
over the world and they curse it, but
they will not bring it the light that is
theirs. They see the enemy,. know his
strength  and  weakness. They have
weapous, but they will not give hattle,
Thev have not asked themselves Leon
Bloy’s question, “Why should [ receive
weapons if not to- fight with them,
. and why light if not to spread it?”

But some will say, “You accuse us of
complacency. We boast of prudence.
Is not flight the safest and most pru-
dent course when there is danger of

. contagion? Can vou come o grips
with the sin of the werld without the
certainty of becoming involved in that
sin? Can you walk into that darkness
without stumbling, fight in that battie

- without being wounded?”

The answer to such objections is quite
simple. Prudence is certainly a virtue,
and a virtue of great nobility. But is it
the only virtue? What about the virtues
of charity, fortitude, and that strangely
neglected virtue. magnanimity, which
disposes us to do great things for God?

There is a surprisingly great nwmber

of spiritual persons who arve quite con-:

vinced that God is the only object of
piety. They seem to have forgotten
that the world, too, has claims upon
their Jove. Their difficulty lies in the
mystery of the cross. They know that
Our Lord was cruciied by the world
They know thatr Our Lord was de-
tached from the things of the world,
that He died to the world. But what
they have forgotien is that Our Lord
also died for the world. Our Lord has
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shown us how to love God. He has no
iess shown us how to love the world.

Chesterton has said, "“There is only.

cne really stariling thing to be done
with thg ideal, and that is to do it”
What, we need is not the poetry of
spianing a new ideal, but the rather
presaic job. of living up to the old
ideal. What we lack is not some secret
doctrine that will enable us to subdue
the world. No, what we lack is much
more commonplace and dull than that.
We have not learnecd the old lesson,
the obvigus lesson: that Christ has
loved the world and died for the world,
that we cannot waste the Blood of
Christ. We must do the starcling thing
by doing the obvious thing—we must
flhll the Christien ideal of loving the
world and of bringing the world to
Christ: -

It is admittedly difficult to conguer
the world for Christ. The difficulty
is, however, mainly in the mind. By
this is not meant that the obstacles are
all - Imaginary or wnreal. It means
only - tlat the obstacles are in the nar-
rowness. of our thinking and praying.
We cannot win our city to Chrisc if
the front door is as far as we can sce.
We .canmor trivmph over the world if
our interest does not extend beyond the
table- talk of rhe Happy Hour Bridge
Cluli..  Small ideas and smallness of
soul are the greatest and the fivst of the
obstacles to be overcome.

Smallness should make the Christian
unbearably uncomfortable, because the
Church is the Mystical Body of Christ,
a monuwmental thing defying the ordi-
nary limitations of space and time. We
arc. members of this Bedy of Christ,
All those avhe do not actually belong
to the Mystical Body are still persons
for whom Chiish clied. They are there-
fore potendal members of Christ

Whether it disturbs us or not, we
are, as members ol Christ, dependent

onc upon another, “You are Chuist’s
hody. organs <epending upon each
other. The eye cannot say to the

head ‘I have no need of you,” or the
head t¢ the ifeet ‘T have no need of
vou'. . There 1s to be no want of

unity in the body. All the differen; ;
parts ~of it are te make each otheyyi

welfare their common care)” To neg.

lect this “common care,” to be upegy,

cerned about the welfare of the mep, |
bers of Christ, actual and potential, 155
the subtlest kind of suicide. Sybe i
suicide and slow death because it j !
the notorious abuse of the homeliest
of virtues, minding one’s own business, |
Nothing is so much our business as thef
life' of the Body of which we are mem.}
hers. : i

We must extend our ¢

vislon and!
broaden ouwr interest to embrace thet

whole Body ‘of Christ and the whole{

world. This must be done in two di}
mensions, i prayer and in action. At}

the” moment we are interested only:

in the dimension of prayer, remem-:

Lering that oux action will be motiy .

vated by the kind of prayer we pray.

:[F we open our Missal and lock ati’

the prayers of Good TFriday serv-|
ices, we will see how extensive is thei
scope of the Church’s prayer life. WE;
will see there prayers for the universa];
Church; for the Pope and bishops,
“for all the holy people of God”; for}
Prospective  COnverts; for Protestams,;
Jews, and pagans; for the sick, hulngT)'.j‘
imprisoned; and for travelers. Or if we,
teke the beautiful Marian Year prayj
composed by our Holy Tather, we will
see how he rejoices with the joy of e
world and suffers with the pain of the :
world. “Bend tenderly over our ach-:
ing wounds. Convert the wicked, dry .
the tears of the afflictedt and 01113r655€d=:
combore the poor and humble &
tinguish  hatreds, sweeten harshnt
safeguard the Hower of purity in }’01“1]“:
protect the Holy Chuich, ma.k? k :‘
mankind feel the atraction of Christil:
goodness! NMay all men l'ecogmze'f
that they are brothers.” .
We who are committed to 109!
the world are [t
cope %
Iy nal?

and cnnquering
with the bhuge fucy that the s
our prayers has been sufficient
Tow 1o pass through the eye of & nee

syonder that the closest B
g(,hﬂlr i

. 1\'6—:
Is It any
ever come ra action is the rockin
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