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Blood Drives on Campus:
Some Historical Tidbits Over the Years
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Blood donations in SJU’s Great Hall, 2011
From IA Photo collection



American EVERYDAY
Red Cross o HEROES

O, &)
Blood Drive!!

St. John’s University

Great Hall
Tuesday, February 19th, 2013

&

Wednesday February 20th. 2013

10:00AM-4:00 PM
Just show up if you don’t have an appointment!

Blood donation email, 2013



From With Lamps Burning:

When the disturbances of two world wars broke in upon the normal
life of the college, students and faculty cooperated with the govern-
ment’s war efforts. During World War I sisters and students did all
they possibly could in sewing and knitting for soldiers. In World War
II the college was permitted to establish its own Red Cross unit — one
of the first college units to be set up in Minnesota. The output of this
surgical dressing unit doubled that of any other unit of the county.

Faculty and students signed up as blood donors each time the mobile
blood donor unit came to St. Cloud. On one occasion seventy sisters
from the college and the convent responded. Several of the sisters
were so generous that they were enrolled in the gallon club. Some
sisters and students joined in first aid classes; others conducted the}
sale of war bonds and stamps.* o

If not the first, St. Benedict's was one of the first colleges in the state to or-
ganize a separate unit of the Red Cross during World War IL. Sisters Irma,
Jeanette, Remberta, Estelle, and Grace received the Red Cross silver pin for
their donations to the Blood Mobile.

Documentation of early CSB involvement with the Red Cross

With Lamps Burning, p. 193
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/2600/show/2523
With Lamps Burning, footnote 20 to chapter 15, p. 313
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/2600/show/2591



Blood drives at St. Ben’s —
where there were lots of people
involved in health care

Photos from St. Ben’s blood drives
SBMA College collection, 674 and 678 (circle)



Nurses were more scarce at St. John’s

Sabina Diederichs
. L

Miss Diederichs

Dies Suddenly

@Miss Sabina Diederichs, 58, for 26
yoars resident nurse at St. John's died of
& heart attack Jan. t. Mary's Hos-
pital, Minnespolis, she had gone

.
Wil on duty in the infrmary in ¥eb-
ruary, 1945, Miss Diederichs suffered &
broken hip In a fall. This ended a term
of faithful service dating to 1920, when
she came here from St. Michoel's hos-
pital, Grand Forks, N. Dak.
After nearly three years of hospitaliza-
1 tion, Miss Diederichs had returned to
y % St. John's lJast fall, and she had hoped
“ 10 resume nuIsINg atter her Tecovery.
Fi 3 Thousands of students from all over
@ the country had become acqualnted
with Miss Diederichs during her work
here. | Many of the monks, brothers, and
o & students had been treated by her in sick-
: . ness and aceldents. She was noted for
B e il & é her cheerfulness, her sympathy, and her
. i i keen intelligence.
S t book She was an Oblate of St. Benediet, be-
’ " g longing to St. John's Abbey. Fumeral
Miss Sabina Diederichs agatagan yearboo services were hield at the Benedietine par-
RESIDENT NURSE 1924, 1925, 1940 fsh of 81, Bopitaco in Mianespolls, aad

The Record, Feb. 1948 K

Nurses were more scarce at SJU: Sabina Diederichs, St. John’s resident nurse, 1920s-
1940s

1924 Sagatagan, p. 34
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/17379/show/17311

1925 Sagatagan, p. 26
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/SJUArchives/id/17469/show/17394 1940
Sagatagan, p. 48

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/SJUArchives,28489

1948 Feb. 12 Record supplement p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30124/show/30120


http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/SJUArchives,28489

Blood drive at St. John’s, 1953

Coach John McNally, when
asked if he were going to give
blood, replied, ‘“Of course, it's
the Johnny Blood bank, isn't it?"’

A “Abbot Baldwin was scheduled to
e o oA oo bregibely o At Segotors lead off, but another appointment
e T Cohort b b b ois b i e bkt e o i ; :
obliged him to postpone his donation
until later in the afternoon.”

g

490 Dt Students Want
" At Bloodmobile Pcmy Later Sunday Mass

u»-u— becasme 490 Do, light- of (o s frie econo| *© o
and & dagres paler this week, Bed Poll of s
o G BT

The majority just lay there

: ﬁ?ﬂ'ff»’fﬂ"ﬁ}w ; squeezing the wooden block and

looking the other way. Not bi-

ology instructor Father Adelard.

; 3 He kept close watch on the bottle

P sy e s S0 : 7 and was surprised at the amount

tng wick.
Mont prople srpecting bright
surprised

of foam. He said, ‘““My blood even
had a head on it.”’

The Record, March 1953

1953 SJU blood drive: including the Abbot
March 13, 1953 p. 2 The Record

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31028/show/31025
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The Record

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY AND ORGAN OF THE ALUMNI

MINNESOTA, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1953

CALENDAR
Dec. 8- Holiday, Feast of the
Immae thon

Alr, 8:00 p.m., (Advent Pro-

gram)
- | Dec. 12— Basketbal
St. Thomas, hare

: Council Names
“ Four New Heads

®The Student Council in & mest-
ing Dec.

ppeinced Jon Broe Profs Discuss

NSA sentor delegate to

Blood Score:
Jays 406
Toms = 363
St. John’s can boast of being Macs 200
the top school in the state as Pipers
far as blood donations are con-
cerned. St. Thomas claimed a
record last year with 363 pints.

Judging from the amount of
snacks consumed by the donors,
the unit was merely breaking
even taking the pints of blood.

The Record, Dec. 4, 1953

SJU competes with the Tommies for blood donations — and not just in athletics

The Record, Dec. 4, 1953, p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31240/show/31232
Bottom photo: 1953 Bloodmobile Unit, Negatives Collection v. 5 no. 72



http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31240/show/31232

Everyone that can give should
give! Your donation is needed and
welcome!

1954 photo; 2013 appeal to competition
1954 — Negatives Collection v. 4-96



Offiial Alvmmae Publcation of the Cologe of $1. bunedics
VoL 30, Na. 1 T desaph, Minmesate

New Studcnn, bful Slage Buhop Gnvu

'l 'ty A / eum- Mnmon G
= ‘:.'L:“:".:..‘.:.“:.‘:.:T;::T,:“ ec”ege geeé/i

“ College Announces

Buslling Plas Recard Repeat

Reminding CSB that it set a unique
record in the state last year, the
Red Cross plans to return here with
its Bloodmobile on Nov. 9.

Minnesota’s smallest college could
hardly expect to set any quantity
records but it has proved itself to

THE BENET" LY CsB efforts

| Council Slates
Convocation Series

the only place in the state where
every person that had agreed to give
blood for defense was actually a
donor. There were no rejectees and

aute reconsiderations;

CSB’s The Benet, October 1954 will attempt a repeat performance
Nov. 9.

”

“the only place in the state where every person that had agreed to give blood...was a donor.

CSB bloodmobile, 1954
1954 October The Benet, p. 1
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchives/id/1766



g

: Pro-Med Marty Havel and & blood technolo-
O Negative? it iy 3 Clond Heapital obsares

blood donor Barl Tekippe's reaction as the first touch of blood Sows
into & pint container. A recent blood drive helped obtain mare donors

for the St. Jobn's Blood Bank.

NEEDLES AND COTTON . . .

BLOOD DONORS TYPED

@The 5t. John's Pre-Med Club
opened ts spring blood drive on
Thuzsday, Mar. 81, in an effort

ely
were signed up and
Jumni Joungs

the St. Qloud Hos-

man Norm Virsig, the drive was
& bursting succass. Kach week be-
tween naw and tho end of the
school year Pre-Mod Mary Havel,
with his blood-red 1954 Ford con-
le, will drive Johunles 1o the
ioud Hospital 1o glve the
& Duld

Johnny Blood Damk Offe

started the school year with 33
pints of blood in its sccount.
The Biood Bank's goal for this
Foar was sot at 100 pints. Until
the recent drive, 76 pinta of that
goal had boen obtained from
former solieiting by Pre-Mads.
With 60 more donors signed up
o give blood, the goal wes not
only reachied, but far surpassed.
According to Blood Bank chalr-

ohn's

0 Avallable 10 all

helr Immediate

ncluded in the

brothers, and

It at any

time an individual in one of thess

£roups nesds blood, It s given

free of charge o ki) saywhere in
the continental Urited States.

the drive was
a bursting success. Each week be-
tween now and the end of the
school year Pre-Med Marty Havel,
with his blood-red 1954 Ford con-
vertible, will drive Johnnies to the

St. Cloud Hospital to give the
life-saving fluid.

The Record, April 1960

An SJU student provides an extra incentive
1960 The Record April 8 1960 p. 4
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31661/show/31656
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Bloodmobile
Here Friday '

- OPENING NIGHT
LeTs) OF THE
N MAT {

X MATCHMAKER”

The Torch, Nov. 1972

CSB’s paper is serious
1972 Nov. 8 The Torch p. 1

The Red Cross will be here at St. Benedict's on Fri-
day, November 7, to take blood donations. If you have
an hour to spare sometime between 9 A.M. and 3 P.M. this
Friday, why not stop in lower Mary Commons to give blood
All blood types are needed and any blood type will do.

It is just a little needle stick, It doesn't hurt
you...but it sure will help someone else.

=
j|  Buoop.
@:@J I | ]| Tws couro e

R NEIGHBOR...

av 111 i ] A FRIEND..
i . A RELATWE..
ol | A | w0,

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/543/show/539
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Bloodmobile:
AIDS Not
A Problem

by Kim Schmidt

Someone, somewhere needs yoo
You have the power 10 help them. The
Red Cross Blood Service appeals to
y0u to come and give blood on
November 10 or 11
For those of you who have never
given blood, the actual process of
giving blood takes between § and 15
minotes. But you would spend a total
t the bloodmobile to
ory, health check
and time for snacks and relaxation.
Yes. they do have cookies and donuts
10 munch on! And provided that you
fecl well you can g0 about your merry
way. You will even be able to study
Many of you may have associated
giving blood with the disease AIDS.
What is AIDS? According to &

Blood donors might wonder if they
are at any risk of contracting AIDS
through donations. Bat Red Cross says
that *“blood donors are not at any risk
of contracting AIDS. Both needies and
blood donation bags are used only
once and then discarded.”

What could happen if people quit
giving blood regularly because they
fear contracting AIDS or they are
afraid of needies? Millions of lives

AIDS concerns are raised
in the 1980s

Many of you may have associated
giving blood with the disease AIDS.
What is AIDS? According to a
pamphlet provided by the Red Cross,
‘‘Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome is a destructive disease of
the immune system which can lead to

pamphlet provided by the Red Cross,  would suffer. These people who need
**Acquired Immune Deficiency transfusions would be in jeopardy of
Syndrome is a destructive discase of  losing their lives. Again, Red Cross

severe infections and a rare type of
the immane sysicm which ca Jead 1o Blood Service appeals 16 Y00 10 belp skin cancer. The cause of AIDS is not
severe infections and a rare type of save lives. So come to the bloodmobile

’
skin cancer. The cause of AIDS is ot on Nov. 10 or 11 at CSB Regina known.
known." Basement

Sali Bar

St Joo, MN 3639973
—ON-OFF SALE—

Blood donors might wonder if they
are at any risk of contracting AIDS
through donations. But Red Cross says
CHEAPBEER | that ‘‘blood donors are not at any risk

coLp °°°""“"° - of contracting AIDS. Both needles and
WINE — KEGS = COURGH =annl

8l Bar blood donation bags are used only

e dom once and then discarded.”’
A\ 1/4 1b. Burger
TAPNIGHT § & French Fries

9p.m.~1am.
THURSDAYS

SPECIALS EVERY NIGHT

The Cable, Nov. 9, 1983

AIDS concerns are raised in the 1980s
Cable Nov. 9, 1983 p. 10
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/1126/show/1121



http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/1126/show/1121

Greetings!

As you may have heard, the Bloodmobile will once again be visiting BIOOd dere appeals,
St. John's on Oct. 24 and 25. The American Red Cross has informed us that ca. 19905
there is a severe shortage of blood in the St. Cloud area blood banks. There-
fore, the need for donations is at an all time high!

So stop by, have some cookies and orange juice, and help save a life!

Thursday, Oct. 24
1lam - 5pm

$»
S
Qé\
()

Friday, Oct. 25

Q’\p ‘ 9am - 3pm BLOODMOBILE

St. John's Old Gym MONDAY, MAY 4
11am-5pm

For further information or appointments call 2790.

TUESDAY, MAY 5

9am-3pm

2 RAT HALL

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR IF YOU WANT TO HELP CALL #2790

Blood drive appeals, ca. 1990s
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Donating in the Old Gym, 1985

Don’t try this at home

Pat Teacake gave more than s/he bargained for at the recent blood drive. The
o« ” Knights of Corruption sponsored the annual blood donation campaign with
The Rumored May 151 1985 the of the local pter of Hell’s Angels’ Gypsies. Although stu-
dent turnout was low, the Knights reported that they collected a record amount

of blood.

A little humor in a spoof issue of The Record
May 16 1985 p.2 The Rumored

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/36549/show/36542

14
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SALLON CLUB MEMBERS

SPONSOR:

MOBILE
LETTER: DATE:

TYPE OF
GALLON PIN

<7 U

CSE 00 Rog &7

1%t time donors are recorded for potential future
membership in the “Gallon Club”

First time donors are noted
(Alex Schleper says this was from 1989)

15



Thank You
Thanks to everyone who made the Bloodmobile on October 25 and 26 a success. All told, 243 people
donated a pint of their blood, with 58 of them donating for the first time. Among the various blood types,

Campus Ministry
Newsletters from

“A Positive” was again the most popular with 85 pints collected, “O Positive” ran a close second with 75,
and the rest followed with “B Negative” at 26, “A Negative” at 23, “O Negative” at 17, “AB Positive” at i
10, and “B negative” at 3. Four very wonderful people with the rarest blood type of all, “AB Negative”, the ArCh ives
also came by and rolled up their sleeves. The Bloodmobile will be back in May, so we hope to see many
of you again. The American Red Cross thanks each and every one of you for the gift of life that you
shared.
Ron Zornes, Knights of Columbus
Br. David Paul Lange, Campus Ministry

Aspecial Thank You to the followmg pu)ple who donaxcd blood for the first time with Amcnc.m Red Cross:
Tim Arbisi Tim Erns Richard Mills Michael Sinner

Stef ks ELie = " wish to keep in touch with him during
Gre Spring S Bl Blg
8 Thanks toall 219 of you wonderful people who rolledup your 118 future endeavors can do so. All of

sleeves during the May blood drive. us at Campus Ministry thank him for
We especially appreciate the generosity of the following, who his dedication, hard work, and sense of
have now reached the gallon mark: Thomas R. Butler III, humor.
Michael Krage, Kenneth Liebl, James Lust, David Moe, Mitchell
Petrie, and Ronald Zornes. Mary Reischl has donated two First Time Blood Donors
gallons. William Ardren  Christopher Hage Julit Rehmet

= Gregory Harren

Bryan Beel Mark Hoolihan

Special awards for: ani William Johnson
Most Cheerful Giver--Scott Franzmeier
‘Worst Testimonial for Giving Blood--Liz Knuth

 Carey
Bt Char Nadia Lahutsky

lunteer to Job--Mike Monnens Ki Leung Chik James Loeffelholz
Best Match of Vol Ji ;

Generosity Rivaled Only by Mischievousness—-Rene McGray by David Lukinac
Jeff Conzemius
Marshal Cooley

Lessons from Rodney King and Spike Lee Bemadette Dunn

Ed Dunn
1 saw on the six o’clock news tonight an interview with an Hispanic Thomas Evers

woman who was one of the jurists of the trial of the four policemen who "‘{Wplj"::'i"sﬂ

beat Rodney King. She wept as she described her inability to convince m“"’"a' ST TV it
her fellow jurors that they must indict at least one of the suspects. We  Mark Genzlinger Kgrbyg Plante Matthew Will

all know the rest of the story. Mark Gmeinder

Campus Ministry sponsors the blood drives and provides details
1990 & 1992



CONNECTIONS May 16, 1996 — Page 3

Thank You to the
Bloodmobile Donors

A heartfelt thank you goes out to the 261
individuals who volunteered to donate blood
May 6 and 7, at the 1996 Spring SJU Blood-
mobile. Two hundred twenty-three pints of
blood wer VTR S OO individuals,

PWho also gave blood, volunteere i
time to make the Bloodmobile a success. SJ
was successful in defeating the University of
St. Thomas for the fourth time in the “Battle

for the Blood.” SJU (223 pints) collected 31
ore pints than St. Thomas (192 pints).

Competition with the Tommies continues
Connections May 16, 1996
Photo of Jim Parsons from the CSB Archives



Katie Muggli, The Record

Fr. Daniel Durken donated blood for the 73rd time on Monday. He began a tradition of
donating blood in 1974 when he donated his first pint.

Some donors give a lot!
The Record, Nov. 18, 2004, p. 5

http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/32244/show/32238

By Katic Yeager
Staff writer

According to the American
Red Cross, every two sec
onds someone is in need of
blood.

While many students, fac-
ulty and staff at CSB/SJU are
overcome with fears, such as
the idea of a needle in their
arm, one man has_clearly
overcome any apprehension
of donating blood.

Fr. Daniel Durken gave a
double donation of blood
to the American Red Cro
Blood mobile Monday in the

Uurk h.\s been a red-
blood cell donor for 30 years

donations,
Durken has given . running

allon

Durken's. fist. donation

was in 1974.
nce you get started, you
get hooked,” Durken said.

During the past 10-15

5, Durken has been dedi-
cated to donating as much as
possible.

The American Red Cross
requires 56 days between
donations, which can be as
many as five donations a
year,

According to the Red Cross,
one person’s donation may
be enough to help save three

ives.

With data Jike this avail-
able, still only 5 percent of
the eligible US. population
donates blood in any given
year.

Durken, however, is one of
the faithful.

continue

The CSB/SJU campusrs
bring in experts from the

Monk donates 9 gallons of blood

American Red Cross numer-
ous times a year, and when-
ever possible Durken facili-
tates these resources.

Whenever the bloodmobile
is not on campus Durl
goes into St. Cloud to donale

e he can continue his

life-saving habit.

“Donating blood is some-
thing to feel good about,

So why has Durken con-
tinued donating all these
years?

“Until we can manufacture
blood in labs, our nation’s
people are depending on us
tosave lives,” Durken said.

Being an O+ blood type,
Durke's blood is wniveesal
and allows him to give to any
other blood type,

Regardless. of the blood
type, all blood is equally valu-
able, and Durken encourages
tudents to try something
new or fo m\u friends with

app
 Aceonding to he Red Cross,
in order to give blood for a
transfusion to another per-
son You must be healthy, bo

at least 17 years old, we
0 At 120 s S ot
nated blood in the

past 56 days.
Potential donors fill out
ucsuonnmrcs

the donor is in fact eli

donor is not clgible, the Red
Cross is always looking for
volunteers when the blood
‘mobile comes to umpus.
More information on how
to ome a donor or a vol-
unteer is available at www,
cross.org/donate/give.

start_ working on surpass-
ing his incredible amount of
donated blood.

Durken's first donation
vas in 1974.

“Once you get started, you
et hooked," Durken said.

The Record, Nov. 2004
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by Peggy Landwehr Roske,
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All rights reserved.

Credits
“Nursing 1980s” photo from CSB Archives
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