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Environmental Justice

environmental racism

TOXIC WASTES AND RACE 
In The United States 

A National Report on the Racial and Soclo-Economic 
Characteristics of Communities 

with Hazardous Waste Sites

COMMISSION FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 
United Church of Christ 

Q1987

Exhibit 13

Artist: Ricardo Levins Morales



Environmental Justice

“the fair treatment and 
meaningful involvement of  all 
people regardless of  race, 
color, national origin, or 
income, with respect to the 
development, implementation, 
and enforcement of  
environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies.”  

- US EPA
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NASA







45% reductions in emissions 
required by 2030 

to stay below 1.5°C



The Fossil Fuel 
Industry

Carbon Majors Report

90 corporations are 
responsible for 2/3 of  
emissions, 1854-2010





Climate Justice

Climate change is a social 

justice issue.

• causes

• consequences

• solutions

Climate change is climate 

crisis.



Predicted impacts of  climate change on human populations

Global Ecology and Biogeography

Volume 20, Issue 4, pages 532-544, 17 FEB 2011 DOI: 10.1111/j.1466-8238.2010.00632.x

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1466-8238.2010.00632.x/full#f5

Carbon Dioxide emissions per capita

Causes

Consequences 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/geb.2011.20.issue-4/issuetoc
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1466-8238.2010.00632.x/full


Consequences in MN

• Less ice

• More mega-rains

• Longer allergy season

• More ticks/mosquitos

• Death of  aspen & 

tamarack

• Maples move north

Image: MPR



Photo: MN 350







Solutions: The Climate Justice Movement

2009 – COP 15. Photo: kris krüg/flickr/cc 2013 – COP 19 Walk Out

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kk/


Solutions: The Climate Justice Movement

Gitchi Gami Gathering to Resist Line 3 

Duluth, Sept 2019

CSB/SJU Climate Strike, Sept 2019

(part of  7.6 million person global strike!)



Poster for the People’s Climate March (2014) - Graphic by Lmnopi



Climate Justice Requires System Change

Climate justice includes a focus on the root causes of  climate change and 
making the systemic changes that are therefore required, a commitment 
to address the disproportionate burden of  the climate crisis on the 
poor and marginalized, a demand for participatory democracy in 
changing these systems which require dismantling the fossil fuel 
corporate power structure, and a commitment to reparations and thus a 
fair distribution of  the world’s wealth. 

– Rebecca Hall



System Change: Capitalism

“an economic and social system in which the 

owners of  capital (or capitalists) appropriate 

the surplus product generated by the direct 

producers (or workers), leading to the 

accumulation of  capital––investment and 

amassing of  wealth––by the owners” 

- Magdoff and Foster 2011: 38

Joey Alison Sayers

countercurrents.org



Naomi Klein Argues: 

We Can’t Address Climate Change within Capitalism

• Capitalism’s goal: profits and no 

government interference.

• Addressing the root causes of  climate 

change requires government policies 

and limit to growth.

• Capitalists have no incentive to sign 

on to these solutions, solutions mean 

an end to capitalism.



Klein’s Thesis

“What the climate needs to avoid collapse is a 

contraction in humanity’s use of  resources; 

what our economic model demands to avoid 

collapse is unfettered expansion. Only one 

of  these sets of  rules can be changed, and it’s 

not the laws of  nature.” 

- Klein 2014: 21



We as a nation must undergo a 
radical revolution of  values. We 
must rapidly begin the shift from a 
‘thing-oriented society’ to a 
‘person-oriented society.’ When 
machines and computers, profit 
motives and property rights, are 
considered more important than 
people, the giant triplets of  racism, 
extreme materialism, and 
militarism are incapable of  being 
conquered.” 

- Martin Luther King Jr., “Beyond 
Vietnam,” 1967



System Change: Get Fossil Fuel Money Out of  Politics

Subsidies to fossil fuels 

• Globally: $5.3 trillion 

annually in 2017 (10 

million a minute)

• USA: $649 billion in 

2015

Source: IMF, including 

externalities



What to do?

• Personal actions are good, but not enough
– Inspire others

– Make us feel good

– Help a little

• Need political action
– Organize

– Vote

– Protest

• Need economic action
– Divest

– Support small business and people who are advancing social welfare, not profits

– Buy less



Local and Global Actions for System Change



CSB and SJU at COP

Photo: Tom Hobday







Divest from Fossil Fuels



Support Native-led Renewables in MN





The Take Away

Learn

have conversations and listen

Build Community

find others who care and work with them

work is the best way to ward off  despair!

Act! 

at all levels

use your energy strategically



Thank you!

“Hope locates itself  in the premises that we don’t know what will 

happen and that in the spaciousness of  uncertainty is room to act.” 

– writer and activist Rebecca Solnit

“Hope is not the conviction that something will turn out well, but the 

certainty that something is worth doing no matter how it turns out” 

- Czech dissident, writer, and statesman Václav Havel





Hope

Adam Simpson

• Healthier environment

• More time for what matters

• Less inequality



Greta Thunberg, 16



From the United Nations Climate Negotiations, 
Poland, Dec 2018 to CSB/SJU, Sept 2019



Sept 20-27, 2019: 7.6 million people



Juliana vs United States



Divestment



Keep it in the Ground:
McKibben 2012:

“Global Warming’s Terrifying New Math”

3 numbers:

• 350 ppm

• 2 degrees C

• 565 gigatons 

(billion tons)

• 2795 gigatons
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