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WIMMER TO SCHERR July 6, 1853

[Lord Abbot,]

. the Superior, M. Benedicta, is a very wise and pious
woman, energetic, and yet pleasant and helpful toward her
subjects.?® The children in the school as well as the candidates (for
the Order) in the house are attached to her with deep affection. . . .

Boniface

In the same letter of July 6, 1853, Father Wimmer wrote:

“To the sisters of Eichstatt | expressed my opinion unreservedly:
the sisters in Eichstatt are fools if they expect to understand better
what is needed in America than | do here in the place and on the
spot.”

Classes had opened in St. Marys in the fall of 1852 with
Mother Benedicta teaching the elementary subjects in German.
A lay woman taught the English classes and a man taught the
boys. Most of the pupils were German; Irish children began to
attend the school after a railroad had been built to St. Marys. In
all there were between 60 and 70 children. Mother Walburga
Dietrich taught needlework to the girls.

With Bishop George von Oettl’s permission, four additional
sisters were sent to St. Marys in 1853, one of whom was Mother
Scholastica Burkhardt, who became novice mistress in St.
Joseph Convent, St. Marys. Later she was superior of the con-
vent in Erie. She volunteered for the mission to Minnesota in
1857 but was detained in Erie by Bishop Josue Young. For a
number of years she was a friend of Wimmer and as such was the
recipient of many of his letters, some of which are quoted in this
study.

SCHNITZER TO LUDWIG-MISSIONSVEREIN Eichstatt
October 28, 1853
Esteemed Central Directory
of the
Ludwig-Missionsverein

3¢ Mathéser, Letters, p. 60, n. 7. Mathiser adds the note: ““Of this, the newly
appointed Bishop of Erie could convince himself when he spent July 12-16, 1854, in St.
Marys’’; see also letter by Wimmer to Archbishop Karl August von Reisach, August 7,
1854, pp. 37-38.
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