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parish , which gave its utmost for the building of the church, could 
not have built a convent - since it was I who brought the sisters 
over, that depended on me. Your Kingly Majesty, therefore, greatly 
helped not only the good sisters but also myself and mine by your 
generous gift and I do not fear that I acted contrary to Your Kingly 
Majesty's intention , when I, without harm to the ones concerned 
and with their full consent, acted as I here describe. The sisters 
could not have erected a convent and also paid wages with the 
generous donation in a land where the manual laborer, besides his 
board , daily gets $1.00 (2 fl . 30 kr.) and the driver likewise gets $1.00 
per day for each horse; they could not have erected a convent with 
the necessary room for a motherhouse, for a school building for the 
girls of the colony, and for a formation institute, but because I do 
not have to pay wages, the thousands (of fl.) which remain for the 
furnishings of the convent are a real gift also for us, for which, I, in 
the name of all my brothers, express to Your Kingly Majesty our 
warmest gratitude. 

Two choir sisters and one lay sister came from Eichstatt to St. 
Marys; since then they have already accepted twelve candidates, of 
whom eleven are American-born, and one came from Bavaria . In St. 
Walburg, they are not very happy that the superior on my advice 
has opened a novitiate because there they are of the opinion that 
the convent is to be considered a daughterhouse and is to be 
governed from there .. . . Even in spite of the danger that the 
motherhouse might withdraw help, I insisted on the erection of an 
independent novitiate and on the affirmation of self-government so 
that we here could answer the crying need for religious instruction of 
the young girls as early as possible and in the widest possible sphere 
of activity. I hope Eichstatt will honor the reasons I have proposed. 
Since the convent receives on!y $200 from the school tax (a tax which 
here has to be paid by every person , married or unmarried, lay or 
clergy) which is about 500 fl. - the burden of supporting so many 
people again falls on me. It is for this reason that I build the mills, 
clear the land with my brothers, so that our many and ever increasing 
numbers may labor for God and His holy Church, for right and order 
in the state, and to gain followers; in this I allow myself to be led by 
trust in God .. .. 

Your Royal Majesty's 
most obedient and devoted 

Fr. Boniface Wimmer, Superior 
of the Bavarian Benedictine Mission 35 

35 Mathaser, Letters, pp. 48-50; see also Mathaser, Studien, 43: 166. 
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GROWTH AND DEV E LOPMENT IN AMERICA 



30 

WIMMER TO SCHERR July 6, 1853 

[Lord Abbot,] 
... the Superior, M. Benedicta, is a very wise and pious 

woman, energetic, and yet pleasant and helpful toward her 
subjects.36 The children in the school as well as the candidates (for 
the Order) in the house are attached to her with deep affection .... 

Boniface 

In the same letter of July 6, 1853, Father Wimmer wrote: 
"To the sisters of Eichstatt I expressed my opinion unreservedly: 

the sisters in Eichstatt are fools if they expect to understand better 
what is needed in America than I do here in the place and on the 
spot." 

Classes had opened in St. Marys in the fall of 1852 with 
Mother Benedicta teaching the elementary subjects in German. 
A lay woman taught the English classes and a man taught the 
boys. Most of the pupils were German; Irish children began to 
attend the school after a railroad had been built to St. Marys . In 
all there were between 60 and 70 children. Mother Walburga 
Dietrich taught needlework to the girls. 

With Bishop George von Oettl's permission, four additional 
sisters were sent to St. Marys in 1853, one of whom was Mother 
Scholastica Burkhardt, who became novice mistress in St. 
Joseph Convent, St. Marys. Later she was superior of the con­
vent in Erie. She volunteered for the mission to Minnesota in 
1857 but was detained in Erie by Bishop Josue Young. For a 
number of years she was a friend of Wimmer and as such was the 
recipient of many of his letters, some of which are quoted in this 
study. 

SCHNITZER TO LUDWIG-MISSIONSVEREIN 

Esteemed Central Directory 
of the 

Ludwig-Missionsverein 

Eichstatt 

October 28, 1853 

36 Mathiiser, Letters, p. 60, n. 7. Mathiiser adds the note: "Of this, the newly 
appointed Bishop of Erie could convince himself when he spent July 12-16, 1854, in St. 
Marys"; see also letter by Wimmer to Archbishop Karl August von Reisach , August 7. 
1854. pp. 37-38. 
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