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FOREWORD

Before I began this study I had for some time been interested
in what Sister Grace McDonald, O.S.B., in her With Lamps
Burning called the Baraga Collection.! This is, as she explained,
a collection of letters found in the archives of the Convent of St.
Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota. The letters had been obtained
from the archives of the Ludwig-Missionsverein in Munich. A
number of the letters were written by Mother Benedicta Riepp,
0.S.B. My only purpose at first was to translate the letters from
German into English and so make them more available to other
Benedictine sisters who claim Mother Benedicta as the found-
ress of convents in America which stem from St. Walburg
Abbey in Eichstitt, Bavaria. But, before long, the project took
on a much broader purpose.

The Baraga Collection also contains letters written by Bishop
George von Oettl of Eichstétt and Prioress Edwarda Schnitzer of
St. Walburg Convent in Eichstdtt, and by Mother Willibalda
Scherbauer, O.S.B.

Even this small Baraga Collection gives evidence of the begin-
nings of difficulties and misunderstandings between Mother
Benedicta Riepp and Father (later abbot) Boniface Wimmer,
0.S.B., founder of the first Benedictine monastery of monks, St.
Vincent, near Latrobe, Pennsylvania, and of the first Bene-
dictine convent of sisters in St. Marys, Pennsylvania.

! Sister Grace called the collection ‘‘The Baraga Collection’’ because her photostatic
copies were copies of those made in the archives of the Ludwig-Missionsverein in
Munich, Bavaria, in 1852-53, by Mr. Joseph Gregorich of Chicago, Illinois. He was
collecting the letters of Bishop Frederick Baraga, Vicar Apostolic of Northern Michi-
gan, for the Baraga Association of the Diocese of Marquette, Michigan.

vii
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Further research in Munich and Eichstéitt, and correspon-
dence with the Procurator General in Rome of the Beuronese and
Cassinese Congregations of Benedictines, opened new sources.
Of special help was the suggestion by the Procurator General to
make use of the archives of the University of Notre Dame in
Indiana. Here was found a collection of copies of the documents
relating the history of the Catholic Church in America: United
States Documents in the Propaganda Fide Archives: A Calen-
dar by Finbar Kenneally, 7 volumes.' The University of Notre
Dame also has archival materials of the Ludwig-Missionsverein.

My broader purpose now is to present Mother Benedicta
Riepp, O.S.B., her personality, her aims and expectations, as
well as her difficulties and problems, and to do the same for
Mother Willibalda Scherbauer, O.S.B., since she was a co-
worker of Mother Benedicta and shared the same hardships and
misunderstandings.

There were, of course, many sisters who played parts in estab-
lishing the Benedictines in America. This study is an attempt to
present two: Mother Benedicta Riepp, the foundress of Eichstatt
Benedictine Sisters in America, and Mother Willibalda Scher-
bauer, who brought them to Minnesota. To accomplish this pur-
pose, the greater part of the study consists of letters to, by, or
about Mother Benedicta and Mother Willibalda. In so far as
possible, the letters and documents are in chronological order.
However, this is not an exchange of letters between people car-
rying on a correspondence, nor a collection of letters by the
same person. It is, rather, a collection of letters by various cor-
respondents dealing with problems or persons of interest or con-
cern to the writers.

In making this study I found that a greater effort had been
made to preserve Abbot Boniface Wimmer’s letters than was
made to preserve Mother Benedicta’s or Mother Willibalda’s.
Many reasons can be given for that. In the first place, Abbot
Wimmer had a much wider range of correspondents and a much
wider field of activity than the sisters. He also was a prolific
writer of letters. However, both Mother Benedicta and Mother

! The University of Notre Dame archives has 69 reels of microfilm of records of the
Congregatio de Propaganda Fide from 1622 to 1865.



Willibalda wrote to the motherhouse in Eichstétt but none of
Mother Benedicta’s and only one of Mother Willibalda’s was
preserved. Both wrote to Abbot Wimmer but again only a few
were preserved. The best source of material in the form of letters
and documents was the archives of the Ludwig-Missionsverein in
Munich and copies of these in archives in the United States. The
result, therefore, was that the writer was able to collect many
more letters of Abbot Wimmer than of the two sisters.

ix






INTRODUCTION

To understand and appreciate the founding of the first Amer-
ican Benedictine convent from St. Walburg Convent in Eich-
statt, Bavaria, it is important to know the history of the mother-
house, at least briefly. This study, therefore, speaks of Eichstétt,
of Bavaria and its King Ludwig I, his interest in the restoration
of religious houses after the Napoleonic period, and his support
of German immigrants to America and missionary work.

The first Benedictine Convent in St. Marys, Pennsylvania,
was the result of the foresight of Abbot Boniface Wimmer,
0.S.B., of St. Vincent Abbey in Pennsylvania. The letters deal
with the early history of St. Marys, Pennsylvania, and the com-
ing of the sisters from St. Walburg in three groups: 1852, 1853
and 1855. The letters, especially those of Mother Benedicta
Riepp, who was appointed superior, give a description of the
beginnings, the growth and the hardships of the sisters in St.
Joseph Convent, St. Marys, Pennsylvania.

From 1852 to 1857 the life of the sisters in St. Marys was
peaceful, though difficult. Mother Benedicta appreciated the
people, their good will and Catholic spirit. She appreciated the
opportunity she had for instructing the young German-
Americans and for spreading the Order of St. Benedict in the
new world with the help and direction of Abbot Boniface Wim-
mer. However, by 1857 misunderstandings had arisen between
her and Wimmer which determined her to appeal to Rome for a
decision on the extent of her power and that of the abbot in
ruling the convent in St. Marys and the convents that would be
founded from St. Marys.

X1



Xii

This controversy between Mother Benedicta Riepp and Abbot
Boniface Wimmer took on ever wider dimensions. It began with
Riepp’s points of difference between herself and the abbot which
she had sent to Rome and again listed at the suggestion of the
Bishop of Eichstitt. The lists concerned local and personal prob-
lems. The dispute, however, finally touched on matters dealing
with the whole of religious life. The vows taken by the sisters;
the relationship of the sisters to the abbot and of the sisters to
the bishop; the relationship of the American sisters to the Euro-
pean motherhouse; the founding of new convents; the formation
of religious congregations or federations — all became part of
the problem. It involved, ultimately, the Holy Father, Pope Pius
IX, the bishops of Pittsburgh, Erie, St. Paul, and those of
Munich-Freising and Eichstitt, and the priors of St. Vincent and
of St. John’s monasteries. All these were asked for opinions or
decisions on the points of the controversy. In Rome, both the
Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith and the Congrega-
tion of Bishops and Regulars took part in solving the problem.

The solution of the problem brought on the separation of the
American convents from the Bavarian motherhouse. The
bishops who were asked favored this separation; the Roman
Congregations and the Baltimore Council decreed the making of
simple vows instead of solemn vows by the sisters; the sisters
were to be under the jurisdiction of the bishop in whose diocese
they lived or worked; and finally, the Rescript of December 6,
1859, decreed that Mother Benedicta Riepp return to St. Wal-
burg Convent in Eichstétt. By the time the Rescript was re-
ceived, she was living in St. Cloud, Minnesota, where she was
allowed to remain.

Mother Willibalda Scherbauer, who brought the Benedictine
sisters to Minnesota, was not untouched by this controversy. In
some respects her difficulties were of a more personal character
both in Pennsylvania and in Minnesota. Her life as a sister,
however, was affected by the changes in religious life resulting
from the controversy.

In this study the pre-Vatican II titles are used for the Roman
Congregations of the Catholic Church whenever references are
made to them.
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CHAPTER I

EICHSTATT

Restoration of St. Walburg Convent

Let us first look briefly at St. Walburg Convent in Eichstitt,
Bavaria, from which the first American Benedictine convent was
founded. In 1035 the remains of St. Walburga were transferred
from her Anglo-Saxon Abbey in Heidenheim (f. 870) to a con-
vent of Canonesses in Eichstétt. The bishop brought Benedic-
tine sisters from Nonnberg in Salzburg (f. 700) to Eichstitt,
changing the convent from one of Canonesses to one of Benedic-
tines under the patronage of St. Walburga. Eichstétt belonged to
Austria, but the map changes made at the time of Napoleon gave
Eichstitt and its diocese to Bavaria in 1805. Napoleon’s Secular-
ization Act of 1806 closed St. Walburg Abbey, as it closed many
other abbeys, and confiscated all its land and other property. For
supporting him in his wars and in repayment for his taking their
lands, Napoleon gave the secular German rulers Church proper-
ty and monastic buildings and lands. Convents and abbeys were
despoiled and deprived of their means of support. Monks and
nuns had to find other homes and other ways of supporting them-
selves. The older sisters of St. Walburg, with Abbess Maria
Michaela Morasch, were permitted to live as a community in the
convent building on pensions from the government. The younger
sisters had to return to their families. The sisters were not
allowed to accept novices. The period of secularization lasted



from 1803 to 1835. Thirteen sisters,' (nine choir sisters and four
lay sisters), survived this period and formed the nucleus of the
convent restored by Ludwig I, King of Bavaria, 1825-48.

The nine choir sisters who had survived the period of secular-
ization directed a petition on July 10, 1834, to King Ludwig to
restore the convent and to give them a school. Each of the nine
sisters signed this petition in her own hand. On June 7, 1835,
Ludwig permitted the acceptance of novices. Maria Michaela
Morasch, Abbess, 1799-1826, who had also survived the period
of imprisonment, died shortly before the restoration of the con-
vent by King Ludwig I. The last sister of the group of thirteen
survivors died November 15, 1848, when St. Walburg Convent
again had 25 members.? The convent, therefore, had really never
been completely destroyed but had been in continuous existence
from 1035 to 1835. It was this newly restored convent that gave
the first sisters to the missions in the United States in 1852.

Mother Edwarda Schnitzer, Prioress from 1849 to 1898, suc-
ceeded Abbess Maria Michaela Morasch and was in office at the
time of the founding of the first daughter house in America, the
Convent of St. Joseph in St. Marys, Pennsylvania.?

In 1805, Napoleon raised the Duchy of Bavaria to a Kingdom
under Maximilian I of the Wittelsbach family because Bavaria
had supported France during the first part of the Napoleonic
wars. King Maximilian I was succeeded by his son Ludwig I in
1825, a friend of the Catholic Church and of the Benedictines
and in favor of the restoration of many of the religious communi-
ties of Bavaria which had been secularized by Napoleon.* Lud-
wig drew the disfavor of many of his Bavarian people upon

' The sister who made solemn vows was referred to as a choir sister and was called
Mother; the one who made simple vows was considered a lay sister and was called
Sister. Solemn vows bind a person more strictly than simple vows; they also impose the
duty of praying the Divine Office.

2 Archives of St. Walburg Abbey in Eichstitt. Hereafter citations will be given as
S.W.AA.

? The accepted spelling of the name of the city is St. Marys. We find various forms in
the letters: St. Mary’s, St. Mary, Marytown, Marystown, or St. Marystown.

4 Ludwig 1 was instrumental in restoring eight Benedictine monasteries and two
Benedictihe convents. Among these were St. Michael’s Monastery in Metten and St.
Walburg Conventin Eichstitt, bothin Bavaria. From these two houses come the founders of
the first American Benedictine monasteries and convents. See Appendix A on Ludwig I,
p. 205.

BEHIND THE BEGINNINGS



himself because of his relationship with the dancer Lola Montez.
The revolution of 1848, which was felt in many European states,
also necessitated the abdication of King Ludwig I in favor of his
son, Maximilian II, 1848-1864. After his abdication, Ludwig
lived in Berchtesgaden but spent much of his time in Rome
where he was of assistance to Abbot Boniface Wimmer and St.
Vincent Abbey. He died in 1868 in Nice, France.’ Because Lud-
wig had helped restore the Church and Monastery of St. Boni-
face, his tomb, as well as the burial place of the queen, Theresa
of Saxony, are in St. Boniface Church in Munich, Bavaria.

Two of King Ludwig’s documents relating to the restoration
of St. Walburg Convent in Eichstétt follow:

KING LUDWIG TO VON SCHENK, PRES. OF CABINET Aug. 24, 1831

The cabinet has proposed to me that the monastery of St. Walburg
not be allowed to continue its existence. | am not underrating the
difficulties which present themselves in the maintaining of this con-
vent, but just the same, in consideration of its great antiquity, |
desire that its continuance be made possible.®

June 7, 1835
Decree of King Ludwig |, Bavaria

We have felt ourselves impelled to grant the continued existence
of the monastery of St. Walburg at Eichstatt, of the Order of St.
Benedict.”

Founding of Convent of St. Joseph
in St. Marys, Pennsylvania

It was the German emigration to America which had increased
during the early part of the nineteenth century, reaching a peak
in the fourth and fifth decades of that century that aroused Wim-
mer’s interest in missionary work. Various causes contributed to

5 S. K. H. Herzog Albrecht von Bayern, the present representative of the Wittelsbach
family, gave permission to the writer to use the family archives in Munich and to publish
the relevant letters located there.

¢ Die Abtei St. Walburg, 1035-1935; 900 Jahre in Wort und Bild (Eichstitt, Germany,
1935), p. 48.

7 Ibid.. p. 49.

EICHSTATT



this emigration: the failure of the potato crop, social unrest,
desire for political and religious freedom and for constitutional
government. Revolutions against the government and hatred
of the Catholic Church had spread from France into the other
European countries. This led to waves of emigration, especially
from southern Germany, during the 1830s and 1840s. These
emigrants, many of whom were Catholic, found homes in Penn-
sylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Minnesota, and other states. Father
Boniface Wimmer,® of the restored Benedictine monastery of
Metten in Bavaria, was concerned about the lack of priests to
serve the German emigrants in the United States. He saw a
remedy for this in transplanting German Benedictines to Amer-
ica who would not only erect schools for the education of young
German Americans, but would also train young Benedictines in
their monasteries and continue to supply priests for the German
Catholic parishes.

Father Wimmer gave expression to his thinking about Bene-
dictine missionary work in ‘‘Ueber die Missionen,”’ an article
he wrote for the November 8, 1845, Augsburger Postzeitung. He
wrote, in part:

WIMMER TO AUGSBURGER POSTZEITUNG Nov. 8, 1845

. . . Do not take our countrymen to strange places by uncertain
plans. Give them religious centers — they will build their homes
around them. Benedictine monasteries, according to the ancient
mode of Benedictine life, are the best means of preventing the
degeneration of the German immigrant in national, political as well
as religious respects. Let the Jesuit and the Redemptorist settle
nearby; there is sufficient room for all and there will be no want of
work. If every community will labor in its own sphere and in its own
way, success will follow more quickly, abundantly and securely, and
soon North America will no longer need the Old World to satisfy its
religious demands, will probably even be able to pay back the debt,
as England, converted by Benedictines in the seventh and eighth
centuries, repaid the continent of Europe. . . .°

8 See Appendix B on Boniface Wimmer, p.. 206.

® Theodore Roemer, O.M.Cap., The Ludwig-Missionsverein and the Church in the
United States, 1838-1918 (Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press,
1933), p. 72.
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In a letter to Abbot Gregor Scherr of Metten, November 11,
1845, Father Boniface Wimmer states his purpose in founding
Benedictine monasteries in America more specifically:

1. To set up a place of meeting where the newly-arrived Catholic
Germans will live together and so preserve their nationality and
their faith.

2. To build a monastic school to prepare American priests and
gradually eliminate the need for European missionaries.

3. To acquire land and property in order to have the means to
prepare and support a continuing number of priests when once the
supply of priests and financial aid from Europe had ended.™

Wimmer’s article in the November 8, 1845, Augsburger Post-
zeitung, though published anonymously, attracted King Lud-
wig’s attention and when he found out who the author was, he
immediately offered support and encouragement. Even after his
resignation in 1848, and until his death in 1868, Ludwig gave
financial support either personally or through the Ludwig-
Missionsverein.'" In accordance with his own plans, Father
Wimmer succeeded in 1846 in bringing 18 young Germans to
Pennsylvania and establishing a monastery, St. Vincent, in the
Diocese of Pittsburgh, with the permission of Bishop Michael
O’Connor. By 1852 he had also interested the sisters of St. Wal-
burg Priory in Eichstétt in missionary work — precisely in aiding
him by supplying sisters for every place where he planted a
Benedictine monastery of monks.

By 1852, though still struggling under the hardships of restor-
ing its own religious life and increasing its membership, St. Wal-
burg Convent was willing to accept the challenge of giving some
of its sisters to the work of bringing help to the Catholic German
immigrants in America.

The German American Catholics in St. Marys, Pennsylvania,
whom the Benedictine monks and nuns wanted to serve, were
first served by the Redemptorist Fathers and the School Sisters
of Notre Dame. Neither of these religious orders, however, re-

19 J. Neuhéusler, Introduction to Willibald Mathiser, O.S.B., Bonifaz Wimmer,
0.S.B. und Konig Ludwig I von Bayern (Munich, 1938), p. 1*.
' See Appendix C on the Ludwig-Missionsverein, pp. 207-208.
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mained in St. Marys which, then, in the 1850s, was opened to the
Benedictines.

In 1849, the School Sisters of Notre Dame withdrew from St.
Marys, Elk County, Pennsylvania, with the aid and upon the
advice of the Reverend John N. Neumann, Provincial of the
American Redemptorist Fathers.'? The School Sisters had come
to the United States from Bavaria in July, 1847, and had taken
over the small school formerly conducted by a Redemptorist
brother. Within a very short time Mother Teresia Gerhardinger,
foundress and first Superior General of the School Sisters of
Notre Dame, upon consultation with the Redemptorists and with
Mother Caroline Fries, Superior of the Notre Dame Sisters in
America, decided that St. Marys was not the place for the
motherhouse of their congregation and that they would not
accept the land offered them. The sisters, therefore, left in
November, 1849, and made foundations in Baltimore, Maryland;
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and other
cities. When Bishop O’Connor was not able to send a diocesan
priest to St. Marys, he asked Father Wimmer to send some of his
monks from St. Vincent. Father Wimmer accepted the Bishop’s
offer.'® Not long after this, and after he had failed in an attempt
to bring the Dominican Sisters from Regensburg to
Pennsylvania,'* Wimmer turned to Eichstétt for Benedictine sis-
ters from St. Walburg Priory.

The description of St. Marys by Father Wimmer in the follow-
ing letter to friends in Munich, one year after his arrival in Amer-
ica, touches on the conditions which both the School Sisters of

2 Now St. John Neumann.

13 Father Wimmer hesitated about taking over the colony permanently but he did
send two priests on an interim basis. These were recalled in 1850 when Wimmer sus-
pected that Bishop O’Connor was about to send Irish Sisters of Mercy to St. Marys.
Wimmer thought this unbearable. The Bishop sent Father Joseph Schafleitner to the
parish, who, however, remained only one year. Bishop O’Connor finally asked Wimmer
to take over the colony permanently. Three Benedictine sisters from Eichstitt came in
1852 at Wimmer’s invitation. The convent in St. Marys was dedicated to St. Joseph as
patron, and so is known as St. Joseph Convent in St. Marys, Pennsylvania.

14 J. Oetgen, An American Abbot, Boniface Wimmer, O.S.B., 1809-1887 (Latrobe,
Pa.: Archabbey Press), pp. 95-98. On p. 96 he states that Father Wimmer had asked the
Dominican Sisters of Regensburg to come to make a foundation in the United States. In
1853 they did come, not, however, to work with the Benedictines, as seemingly they
themselves had expected, but to work with the Redemptorists in New York.
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Notre Dame and the Benedictine Sisters found difficult. Mother
Caroline Fries, S.S.N.D., and Mother Benedicta Riepp, O.S.B.,
both speak of the dense forests and the cold weather, the chil-
dren coming to school blue and numb from the cold and crying,
carrying their scanty frozen food in paper bags. The former de-
scribes St. Marys in a letter to Father Joseph Mueller of the
Ludwig-Missionsverein;'’ the latter mentions it in a few of her
letters but refers specifically, in her letter to Wimmer asking
permission to go to Minnesota, to the fact that life in St. Marys
was affecting her health.'¢

WIMMER TO FRIENDS IN MUNICH Mount St. Vincent

) Dec. 28, 1847
Dear Friends in Munich,

. . In Germany, or at least in Bavaria, the opinion prevails that
St. Marys is an important city, and my readers may have been con-
firmed in this opinion by my statement above that | asked for a guide
to find the church when 1 first arrived. This assistance was neces-
sary, for we were still two miles from the monastery and had to pass
through another forest. This is the reason why St. Marys is called a
colony in the midst of an immense forest and with forests even
within the city limits.

A few years ago the territory was an immense forest, forty miles in
length and the same in width and inhabited by wolves, bears, rat-
tlesnakes and other wild animals. The hemlock trees in this region
stand so close together that the sun cannot get through and hunters
must use the compass to find their way. These decaying giants of the
forest, moreover, render travelling extremely difficult at all seasons
of the year; at times it is impossible to penetrate the dense forest. In
the midst of this primeval forest lies Sancta Maria. . . .

If St. Marys had been laid out on a smaller scale, it would un-
doubtedly be one of the most beautiful country towns in the state.
But since the plan has been conceived on a grand scale suitable for a
city like New York, the streets, which radiate from a central point,
separate neighbors, who live at the ends of these streets, by miles.
This is the reason why there are still forests within the town limits.
The rule that every colonist must build a house in the town itself

'S Fries to Mueller, Annalen der Verbreitung des Glaubens (Munich, Germany),
18:463—-464. Hereafter Annalen.
'¢ Riepp to Wimmer, May 3, 1857, pp. 6566, S.B.C.A., Baraga Collection, Er 2/20.
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forced many to build a house and spend much valuable time in going
from houses in town to their farms. Later arrivals disregarded this
rule, and it was finally dropped by the land company. In the near
future, the houses will, without doubt, be grouped more closely
around the church and thus form a more compact settlement.

St. Marys will never be as large a city as had been planned, be-
cause it is not situated on a river, nor near a navigable canal; if a
railroad would eventually pass through the place, it would not
change conditions much. So far there is no factory here; however,
everything necessary can be bought. A sawmill turns out about
2,000-3,000 boards a day. There are also lime and brick kilns. . . .

Your sincere friend,

Boniface Wimmer'”

Wimmer and his eighteen young candidates for the Bene-
dictine Order had been in America about three years when King
Ludwig expressed his interest in Wimmer’s work and his willing-
ness to extend financial aid.

LUDWIG | TO WIMMER Berchtesgaden
Aug. 30, 1849
[Lord Superior,]™
From your letter of July 23, | perceive with intense joy the steady
progress of your mission, the success of the German monasteries,
male as well as female, and | desire that you express to all whom you
mentioned to me my lively interest in their blessed work. At present
I cannot say whether | shall be able to give any assistance, because |
am besieged by the needy, just as if | were still king, although my
revenues were decreased considerably at my resignation and also
afterwards. How many useful foundations | could have made! You
remark very truly, that the education of German priests is necessary
to keep the Germans in North America German, and that religious
and school instruction in the German language will always be
needed for the continuance of the German spirit. May the blessing
of God continue to rest upon the work of the German missions.

Ludwig] ™
'7 Annalen, 18:229-236. [ g]

'® In some cases the source did not give the salutations nor closing of letters. The
ornate and involved salutations and closings of other letters written in German are
simplified or omitted.

19 P. Willibald Mathiser, O.S.B., Bonifaz Wimmer, O.S.B. und Kénig Ludwig I von
Bayern (Munich, 1938), p. 13. Hereafter Letters.
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WIMMER TO LUDWIG | St. Vincent, Westmoreland County

Pennsylvania, Feb. 13, 1852
[Lord King,]

. . . My priests and brothers now live in the wooden houses
once occupied by the School Sisters.?’ Recently they suffered much
from the cold, since in December and January and at present we had
a temperature ranging from 18-24 Reaumur and the American frame
buildings everywhere allow freedom for wind and snow to blow
through.

. . My plan was, and still is at the present time, to build only a
small church, to which later a small convent for Benedictine sisters
(if I can get them) or for School Sisters of Notre Dame, would be
attached, so that this church could at the same time be a convent
church for the sisters and for the school children; and also serve the
purpose of having Sunday services for the parish until we can build a
larger and more beautiful church near our monastery that is yet to
be built. . . .

Your Royal Majesty’s most obedient

Boniface Wimmer, Superior®’

WIMMER TO ARCHBISHOP KARL AUGUST VON REISACH? Apr. 5, 1852

. It was long my wish also to have Benedictine sisters here,
but | could not start anything because both the opportunity and the
place were wanting. With the acceptance of St. Marys, an opportu-
nity presented itself as well as a place and | had worked on my sisters
in Eichstatt and won them last year; only the Rt. Rev. Bishop (George
von Oettl) did not want to hear about it at that time because he
wanted to start a daughter house in Monheim.? | tried my good
fortune, however, from here once more. The sisters had already
been won over since the confessor®® was also my ally. | directed at
the Rt. Rev. Bishop all the “shots’”” that were at my disposal so
cleverly that he capitulated and graciously permitted the departure
of a few choir and lay sisters. For this | am heartily grateful. | believe
very sincerely that Your Excellency, if you had still been bishop of

20 Later the Benedictine sisters from Eichstitt occupied these same wooden houses.

2! Mathéser, Letters, pp. 37-38.

22 Karl August von Reisach was Bishop of Eichstitt, 183646, and Archbishop of
Munich-Freising, 1846-55. As Archbishop of Munich he was also president of the
Council of the Ludwig-Missionsverein.

23 Some of the relics of St. Walburga had been translated to Monheim.

24 Francis Anthony Schmid, S.J.
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Eichstatt, would have acted in like manner, and would have been
pleased, through this, to further the missionary work, and to contrib-
ute to the honor of the Benedictine Order and the Convent of St.
Walburg, and to give great pleasure to the good sisters themselves.?

25 Mathiser, Letters, pp. 49-50, n. 7.
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CHAPTER II

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
IN AMERICA

Less than twenty years after its restoration, the Convent of St.
Walburg was willing to send missionaries to America.' The
Ludwig-Missionsverein gave 900 fl.2 for the expenses of sending
the first group of sisters to America.

Sisters came to America from St. Walburg Convent in Eich-
stiatt in 1852, 1853, and in 1855.

1852
M. Benedicta Riepp, b. 1825
M. Walburga Dietrich, b. 1804
S. Maura Flieger, b. 1822
1853
M. Scholastica Burkhardt, b. 1832
S. Alexia Lechner, b. 1827
S. Lidwina Uhl, b. 1831
Barbara Koegel (candidate), b. 1828
(later, S. Willibalda)
1855
M. Willibalda Scherbauer, b. 1828
M. Emmerama Bader, b. 1829

' At this time St. Walburg Priory had 42 members. St. Walburg Abbey Archives.

Hereafter, SSW.A.A.
2 The florin was worth about $.40 to $.42.
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S. Philomina Spiegel, b. 1833

Aloysia Knapp (candidate), b. 1829 (later, S. Frances)

Catherine Schoenhofer (candidate), b. 7830 (later, S.
Anselma)

Most of them were very young. M. Benedicta Riepp® was 27
years old and M. Willibalda Scherbauer was 24, when they came
to America.*

Eichstatt
SCHNITZER TO LUDWIG-MISSIONSVEREIN May 29, 1852

Supreme Council® of the Ludwig-Missionsverein

Through the zealous efforts of the Reverend Father Boniface Wim-
mer, Superior of the Benedictines in North America, it was brought
about that women of the Order of St. Benedict also will emigrate to
instruct and educate German children.

Last year he asked for some sisters from my convent for the first
foundation made for this purpose. Even though | could do this only
at a sacrifice for my convent which is only now beginning to flour-
ish, | gave my consent the more gladly, convinced by the permission
and the approval of our Right Reverend Lord Bishop. | saw in it the
working of Divine Providence, and | hope, not without reason, that
with such a sacrifice on our part, the good Lord will reward our
convent and all its members and will fill them with enthusiasm for
their own vocation.

Now in a few weeks two choir sisters and one lay sister will leave
for this purpose to go to St. Marys in the diocese of Pittsburgh.

Since the respected directors of the Ludwig-Missionsverein have
in the past graciously paid the traveling expenses of missionaries
and religious women who have gone to various parts of the world in
the mission field to instruct German youth, I, the undersigned,
humbly beg the generous directors of the Verein to kindly grant the
necessary funds to meet the traveling expenses of my sisters. Since
the Convent of St. Walburg has had considerable expenses for the
preparation of these sisters and now has to educate and train candi-

3 See Appendix D on Mother Benedicta Riepp, pp. 208-210.
4 Wimmer himself chose suitable people, according to records in the Eichstétt ar-

chives. The Prioress and the confessor of the Eichstétt community had been asked for

sisters for the American mission.

5 The governing body of the Ludwig-Missionsverein was the Council. It is frequently
referred to as the Directory or Supreme Directory in the letters. The Archbishop of
Munich-Freising was always the president of the Council.
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dates to make up for the loss suffered by the departure of the three
missionaries, the respected directors will, | hope, not consider the
above request presumptuous.

The undersigned, obediently and in consideration of the above,
humbly repeating the request to the honorable directors of the
Ludwig-Missionsverein, remains in deepest esteem,

Your respectful and obedient servant,

M. Edwarda Schnitzer,
Prioress of the Convent of St. Walburg®

Mother Benedicta Riepp, Mother Walburga Dietrich and Sis-
ter Maura Flieger left St. Walburg Priory on June 10 or 12, 1852,
and arrived in New York on July 3. No one was there to meet
them at their arrival. Wimmer had promised to do so himself or
to have someone else meet them. The Dominican sisters from
Regensburg had earlier met with the same difficulty. In both
cases Wimmer had forgotten his promise and the sisters had to
find their way by themselves in a strange country. The Benedic-
tine sisters arrived unexpectedly in St. Vincent Priory on July 8.
Father Boniface Wimmer had also neglected to inform Bishop
Michael O’Connor of Pittsburgh of the expected arrival of the
sisters from Bavaria. He, therefore, kept the sisters at St. Vin-
cent Monastery until a document from the bishop arrived. They
were finally taken to St. Marys by way of Carrolltown where
some of the Benedictine brothers were living, arriving there on
July 25, the feast of St. James, Apostle.

Although Bishop Michael O’Connor had given his consent to
having German sisters in his diocese, he had expected Father
Wimmer to treat their coming and acceptance in a more official
way, as he indicates in the following document.

The Bishop’s document, an important one for the American
Benedictines, shows that the Bishop considered the sisters to be
diocesan — therefore, neither under Father Wimmer nor directly
under Rome as a Papal Institute.

The new foundation in St. Marys became known as the Con-
vent of St. Joseph.

¢ S.B.C.A., Baraga Collection, Er 2/1.
7 The writers do not always agree on dates of arrivals and departures.
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O’CONNOR TO WIMMER July 15, 1852

| hereby certify that it was with my permission that you took the
preparatory measures to establish the community of German sisters
in St. Marytown, Elk Co. | expected, though, to have the matter
prepared more formally and documents accordingly issued contain-
ing everything necessary for such a purpose. Feeling confident,
however, that no difficulty will arise in framing these so as to be
satisfactory to all, | have no objection to see the institution com-
menced. At the earliest opportunity a proper document can be
given. | will remark, merely, that until the community is incorpo-
rated, | will require that the property which the sisters may possess
shall be held in trust for them by the bishop of the diocese so that
their position here will be such as to enable the bishop to make sure
of the promotion of discipline and to feel satisfied that what is
commenced shall not be easily abandoned nor without proper

cause.
Youngstown, July 15, 1852 M. O’Connor
(to) Rev. B. Wimmer, O.S.B. Bishop of Pittsburgh8

Wimmer’s letters are usually very long and often treat of many
problems and events not related to this study. Only the parts of
his letters that relate to the Benedictine sisters are given here.

Sometimes, as in the following, the letter is sent to the
Annalen der Verbreitung des Glaubens by the missionary priest
or sister. The Annalen was first published in Munich in 1848
after the report on German missions was no longer published in
the French or other annals. Donations to the French Mission
Society of Lyons given by the Catholics of Bavaria were some-
times thought to be distributed to other than German settlers by
the Irish and French bishops of the missions. For this reason,
the Ludwig-Missionsverein had been established with its own
publication, the Annalen.

WIMMER TO ANNALEN Aug. 9, 1852

. . My principle is: He who cannot take advice, cannot be

® Sister Regina Baska, O.S.B., The Benedictine Congregation of St. Scholastica: Its
Foundation and Development (Washington, D.C.: Catholic Univ. of America Press,
1935), p. 23; see also Sister Grace McDonald, O.S.B., With Lamps Burning (St. Ben-
edict’s Convent. St. Joseph, Minn., 1957), p. 297, n. 13.
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helped, and the peculiarly American saying “Help yourself”” also has
its good points. In line with this | have always thought, and always
and everywhere said it when | could, that the Benedictine Order
must give itself to missionary work, otherwise it will cease to exist.
This I also told my dear sisters in St. Walburg at my visit to Eichstatt
last year and tried to encourage them in missionary affairs. The good
sisters were filled with enthusiasm, as | had imagined they would
be; and they told me so without encouragement from me — if |
needed them in order to transplant the female branch of the Bene-
dictine Order also to the new world and to spread it. My express
request to the work of the missions was, therefore, cheerfully
accepted and it required only the consent of the Right Reverend
Bishop to proceed immediately to bring it about. | am very grateful
to the Bishop that without hesitation he allowed two capable choir
sisters and one lay sister to come as a small beginning. They arrived
here on July 15 and we accommodated them in a good private home
— with the music teacher, [Maurice] Schwab® — so they could re-
cover from the hardships of the journey. Then | took them to St.
Marys; but first | showed them our Priory in Carrolltown which lies
in just as rugged a region as does St. Marys, in order to prepare
them for St. Marys. We arrived happily in the colony on the feast of
St. James, the same feast on which six years before | had left
Munich. They were accepted there with joy, and occupied for the
time being the frame building which had served as home for my
brothers but who now live in three of the houses we bought, until
they can build a proper and roomy home. Next spring we will, with
God’s help, build a small convent attached to the new church, for
our Benedictine Sisters, while our monastery will be outside the
city.

Both monasteries will, | hope, contribute greatly to the temporal
and eternal welfare of our fellow Germans in St. Marys. . . .1

Wimmer addressed some of his letters to the Abbots of
Scheyern and Metten, who at this time were Abbots Rupert
Leiss and Gregor Scherr respectively. Father Boniface Wimmer
had helped in the restoration of the Abbey of Scheyern in the
Diocese of Passau before coming to America. Wimmer and
Scherr were among the first novices of the restored Metten
monastery. Scherr, therefore, was Wimmer’s superior at the

° Oetgen, An American Abbot, p. 314, n. 9.
19 Annalen, 21:25-26.
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time of the founding of the first Benedictine monastery in Amer-
ica.

To prepare the German sisters for teaching, Wimmer sent
some of them to the new Academy of the Irish Sisters of Mercy
located a few miles from St. Vincent. It was these sisters who
had been asked to move out of Sportsman’s Hall when the prop-
erty was given to Wimmer and the Benedictine monks by the
Bishop of Pittsburgh. The Hall had been made into a Benedictine
monastery.

The later St. Joseph Convent which Wimmer refers to in his
letter and which he expected to be completed soon was not built
until 1860, and Mother Benedicta Riepp never lived in it.

WIMMER TO LEISS™ Oct. 8, 1852

[Lord Abbot,]

. . The Benedictine sisters in St. Marys are starting out even
poorer than we ourselves — in a wretched frame building, with only
$100 in money which they brought with them. My monks furnish
them with whatever flour, etc., they need. | bought them a cow.
They are very cheerful, and live up to the same daily schedule that
we do. At my own expense, | am having a Bavarian and an English
candidate taught better English by the Sisters of Mercy, so that they
will also have English teachers, because, even in the entirely Ger-
man St. Marys, the children want to, and should, learn English. Next
year we want to get a stone house for them, to be attached to the
new (not yet completed) church, 115 feet long and 60 feet wide,
which is located in the center of the city on a gently sloping hill
covering five acres, part of which will then form the convent
garden. . . .

Boniface Wimmer'?

WIMMER TO SCHERR™ Oct. 17, 1852

[Lord Abbot:]

. . . Two choir sisters and one lay sister came from St. Walburg in
Eichstatt to St. Marys. Since then they have accepted twelve candi-

" Rupert Leiss, O.S.B., Abbot of Scheyern.
'2 Mathiser, Letters, pp. 49-50, n. 7.
13 Gregor Scherr, 0.S.B., Abbot of Metten.
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dates, of which eleven are American born and one Bavarian. It seems
that they are not pleased in St. Walburg that the superior here has, at
my urging, opened a novitiate, because they are a branch house of St.
Walburg, and should be directed from there. . . .

Even in danger of being separated from St. Walburg, | urged the
establishing of their own novitiate, and the maintaining of their
self-government, so that we could supply the crying needs of reli-
gious education for young girls as quickly as possible, and to the
greatest possible extent.’ It is hoped that the ones in Eichstatt will
appreciate my reasons. . . .

[Your obedient servant,]

Boniface ™

The following letter of Wimmer to the Abbot of Schottenstift,
Vienna, gives us a resumé of events up to 1852.'¢ The section
dealing with the Benedictine sisters follows:

WIMMER TO ABBOT OF SCHOTTENSTIFT, VIENNA St. Vincent

Oct. 19, 1852
[Esteemed Lord Abbot:]

. . . Since July 26 of this year we also have a community of Bene-
dictine sisters here from St. Walburg in Eichstatt. It had long been
my wish to transplant a community of the daughters of St. Benedict,
without ever knowing how this could be accomplished. When | last
visited Bavaria, | went to St. Walburg and told the sisters about
America, seeking to inspire them to settle here — many of them
declared themselves ready to follow me; but that was not enough as
| knew our local bishop would not welcome it for he feared that the
introduction of German sisters might work to the detriment of the
English-speaking sisters'” who are already here, and that in the end
neither might survive. He approached me to ask that we take over

'“ The problem of the independence of the American convents from St. Walburg
Priory in Eichstétt was the basis of much misunderstanding between the American
Benedictine sisters and the St. Walburg motherhouse. It was also one of the causes of the
controversy that arose between Abbot Wimmer and Mother Benedicta Riepp.

'S Sister M. Louis Morkin and Sister M. Theophane Seigel, O.S.B., Wind in the
Wheat (Erie, Pa., 1956), pp. 61-62; Chapter 3, n. 17.

' This letter, which had been misfiled, is known as Wimmer’s *‘long lost letter.” It
was discovered by Father Oliver Kapsner, O.S.B., past director of the Monastic Manu-
script Microfilm Library at St. John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota, and was
published in The American Benedictine Review, St. Paul, 20:3, Sept. 1969, pp. 309-320.

17 Sisters of Mercy.
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St. Marys, a place which nobody wanted and which the Redemptor-
ists had given up because they had already lost thousands of dollars
on it. It is a place which no diocesan priest was willing to accept. |
agreed to take it with the stipulation that | be allowed to introduce
the German sisters. That condition was accepted.

Then | wrote at once to St. Walburg and to the Bishop of Eichstatt
and | received as a start one professed sister and two lay sisters.'®
They brought with them a world of good will, took over the girls’
school, and accepted with amazing resolution the hardship, the
poverty, and the inconvenience with which they are faced here.
Their convent is a small house, hastily thrown together with boards,
the ground floor of which contains an anteroom, a kitchen, a dining
room, and two small cells — there are two other cells in the attic
which were once used by my monks. It will be their home until we
are able to build a more suitable one near the church in the center
of the city, where they will also have about five acres of ground for
buildings and for a garden. The sisters brought with them only $100
so that from the very beginning | have had an opportunity for giving
a practical demonstration of my concern by providing them with
everything they need, and this I still do. However, | am very glad to
do that, and | am also paying the cost of educating two very indus-
trious and excellent young ladies' in an English-speaking school,
so that there may be some English teachers. Six times during the past
year | have made the long journey from here to St. Marys in order to
make provision for the needs of the fathers®® and sisters. . . .

[With respect and esteem,
Your most humble servant,]

Boniface Wimmer

In 1852, King Ludwig had asked the Ludwig-Missionsverein
to send a donation of 8000 fl.?' to Mother Benedicta in St.
Marys. The letters concerning this gift follow: one from the King
to Mother Benedicta; one from Mother Edwarda Schnitzer; and
a little later, Jan. 8, 1853, one from Mother Benedicta, to the
King.

'® There were, in fact, two choir sisters — Mother Benedicta Riepp and Mother
Walburga Dietrich — and one lay sister, Sister Maura Flieger.

' The young ladies were postulants or candidates for the Order.

20 Wimmer had a priory of priests and brothers from St. Vincent Monastery in St.

Marys.
2! Both the florin and the gulden were worth about $.40 to $.42 in American money.
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Finally, in July, 1853, Father Wimmer described the disposi-
tion of the 8000 fl. in his letter to King Ludwig.

Munich

LUDWIG TO RIEPP Oct. 19, 1852

Mother Superior of the Benedictine Sisters! As another evidence
of my concern for the well-being of the Germans in North America,
as well as for the spread of our holy religion, | am informing you that
at my request a gift of 8000 fl. (8000 gulden) is being sent by the
Court Chaplain and Director of the Ludwig-Missionsverein, Muel-
ler, to the convent dedicating itself to the education of German
girls.

Assuring you of my sentiments of esteem,

Yours affectionately,

Ludwig?

SCHNITZER* TO LUDWIG Eichstatt
Oct. 27, 1852
Most lllustrious and Great King!

Gracious King and Lord!

Intormed by the Reverend Court Chaplain that Your Royal Majes-
ty found yourself moved to direct a very generous gift of 8000 fl. to
the erection of the first convent of our Order in St. Marys, the
undersigned and her convent respectfully wish to express to Your
Royal Majesty our gratitude in the name of our daughter convent in
America, and also in our own name.

In answer to the urgent request of Father Boniface, Prior of the
Benedictines in St. Vincent, we sent two choir sisters and one lay
sister to America last spring with the consent and help of our Most
Reverend Lord Bishop [von Oettl] and trusting with confidence in
Divine Providence, to found a dependent house of our Order de-

22 Willibald Mathiser, O.S.B., **Konig Ludwig I von Bayern und die Griindung der
ersten bayerischen Benedictiner Abtei in Nordamerika’ in Studien und Mittheilungen
zur Geschichte des Benedictiner Ordens und seiner Zweige (Miinchen: Verlag Olden-
bourg, 1925), 43:163. Hereafter, Mathiser, Studien. See also Mathaser, Letters, p. 48, n.
6.

23 Prioress Edwarda Schnitzer (1826-98) lived until 1902 and carried on a regular
correspondence with Mother Willibalda Scherbauer until her own death. She was fol-
lowed in the office of prioress by Mother Anna Carolina Kroisz, 1898-1927. Mother
Carolina continued the correspondence with Mother Willibalda (the first superior of the
Minnesota foundation) until the death of the latter in 1914.
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voted especially to the education and formation of young German
girls. We gladly provided the departing sisters with the necessities
for the first undertaking, and we will in the future support them
insofar as our limited means permit. But what could our poverty
accomplish in the face of the great need in America, even with the
greatest self-sacrificing devotion, without extraordinary help from
higher sources? We were, even now, deliberating, moved by the
most recent reports and the urgent requests** of our poor sisters in
St. Marys, how we, from our side could, at least in part, increase our
help in the immediate difficulties, and with deep regret we had to
tell ourselves that our own powers were not at all sufficient, when
like a message from heaven, the news reached us of the generous
gift of Your Royal Majesty. Your Royal Majesty can judge how un-
speakable was our joy, and how deep our gratitude toward him,
through whom the merciful God sent such great help for our be-
loved sisters.

Alas! We have only tears of joy and fervent prayers for the tem-
poral and eternal welfare of our Royal benefactor by which to ex-
press our thanks. Of one heart, we at once began a novena in
gratitude and a feast of thanksgiving will be observed annually in
our convent as a grateful commemoration. With increased joy and
self-sacrifice we will endeavor from now on to prepare sisters for the
house of our Order newly established by Royal benevolence, to
assist in this important mission.

In the annals of the convent in St. Marys, the name of the Royal
founder will have first place and future centuries will place the
founding of the first convent of the Order of St. Benedict in America
among the countless works of Your Royal kindness.

All will celebrate each anniversary of the blessing of the small
convent and church with devout prayers as a remembrance of this
great charity.

May Your Kingly Majesty accept this poor and entirely inadequate
expression of our deepest gratitude with Your wonted Royal gra-

24 No letters of request for help are extant. Father Willibald Mathiser, O.S.B., St.
Boniface Abbey, Munich, informed the writer that a great part of the St. Walburg Abbey
archival collection was destroyed. It is perhaps for that reason that no letters by Bene-
dicta Riepp, O.S.B., and only one by Willibalda Scherbauer, O.S.B., was located
there. Prioress Edwarda Schnitzer, O.S.B., refers to begging letters having been re-
ceived from the daughterhouse in St. Marys. Many of the letters from Mother Edwarda
and Mother Carolina to Willibalda Scherbauer from St. Walburg were saved by Willibal-
da, each in answer to a letter received from Mother Willibalda.
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ciousness. With the sacred promise that we remain always in
deepest respect, .
Your Royal Majesty’s most humble
and obedient

M. Edwarda Schnitzer, Prioress,
M. Theresia Burkhard and
St. Walburg in Eichstatt M. Luitgardis Frankenberger,

Oct. 27, 1852 Assistants, and the whole Convent?®
RIEPP TO VON REISACH?® St. Marys in
North America
Nov. 27, 1852

Right Reverend Lord Archbishop!
Gracious Lord!

I am still deeply impressed by the fatherly concern Your Excellen-
cy showed the Convent of St. Walburg — particularly at the time it
had the privilege of having you as father and bishop.

As a novice at the time, | had the great pleasure of personally
experiencing your fatherly kindness. Often | had the honor of con-
versing with Your Excellency: you usually greeted me with the
words “Here comes the Swabian” and then you added “They are
honest people.” | hope that was also true of me and that it still is —
in a childlike way. For me the many salutary admonitions and in-
structions which Your Excellency gave us all are unforgettable. Daily
I call them to mind; | beg the dear Lord that in His great kindness He
repay Your Excellency a thousandfold for the good you have done
us. Your Excellency perhaps has heard that St. Walburg Convent
also has taken some part in foreign missionary work and has sent, at
the request of the Reverend Father Superior Boniface Wimmer,
several of its members to Marystown, Elk County, Pennsylvania, in
America, to perform a two-fold mission, namely to instruct young

25 Mathiser, Studien, 43:163-164.

2 Mother Benedicta Riepp addressed some of her letters directly to the Archbishop
of Munich-Freising, Karl August von Reisach (1846-1855). She knew him personally
since he had been Bishop of Eichstétt, 183646, before going to Munich-Freising. This
letter written in 1852 is the first of Mother Benedicta’s letters found in the Baraga Collec-
tion. Since the Archbishop was the President of the Council of the Ludwig-
Missionsverein, he could direct some of the money of the Verein to her convent in St.
Marys.
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girls, and to spread the Benedictine Order in this part of the world.
Among the fortunate ones chosen for this mission | find myself,
though unworthy of this great grace. However, in spite of my un-
worthiness and weakness, | am encouraged by the thought that God
often calls the weak to do His work so that His Majesty and great-
ness will all the more shine forth.

On June 11, accompanied by some of my fellow sisters, we de-
parted for St. Marys where we arrived safely and in good health on
the 24th of July. Here, however, we had to cope with difficulties
which were unknown in our Eichstatt convent. But God has called us
and if we faithfully obey His call, strength and fortitude will surely
be given to overcome all obstacles and to compensate for all that we
left for His sake.

Our first and greatest necessity is a small convent so that we may
the better observe our holy Rule and the enclosure, and at the same
time have a place to receive those young women who feel them-
selves called to the religious life. We have at present, it is true, a
small building, hardly large enough for us sisters. We cannot speak
of an enclosure which for us is the most important thing, and as far
as the admittance of lay people is concerned, we cannot do anything
since as soon as one steps over the threshold of the doorway, one is
already in the center of the house. To erect a building answering our
greatest needs we require immediately a sum of $2,500. | can hardly
hope to get the whole amount from St. Walburg Convent since it
has already had to carry a burden of expenses. For that reason, |
humbly ask Your Excellency whether perhaps the Directory of the
Ludwig-Missionsverein would kindly allot some money to us. In
fact, | have already corresponded with the Reverend Court Chaplain
Mueller about this urgent matter.?”

To this my first petition there is now added a second which is
more pressing even than the first. This past summer this parish
started building a new church because the old one burned down
about two years ago.?® During this time services have been held in a
room which formerly served as a school. The building has pro-
gressed so far that the window frames have been set in but no
further building can take place because the money for the same is
wanting, and the parish is so drained of money that it cannot make
any contributions at all — or any worthwhile contributions. The
Reverend Father Prior, a Benedictine from St. Vincent’'s Abbey, who

7 This letter is not extant.
8 The church and rectory had been destroyed by fire, May 10, 1850.
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is here as pastor of the parish, is distressed over the poor parish and
when he told me of the hardships | was determined to inform Your
Excellency.

This parish deserves to be praised in the face of its handicaps. The
parishioners assist at the divine services with the greatest fervor,
overcoming all difficulties — bad roads and inclement weather — in
spite of the fact that the greater number live many miles from
church. With great pleasure and sacrifice they have undertaken the
work. Some have given money, others have contributed their labor
in order to have a church in which divine services can be worthily
celebrated; and now because of lack of money, the building cannot
be completed — or must be postponed indefinitely. | wish, there-
fore, humbly to ask whether a small contribution could be given for
this building: yes, | wish, if it has to be, that my second petition be
given preference to the first, because if the parish is without a
church, so are we, since our new convent is to be joined to the
church. The worthy Ludwig-Missionsverein sends contributions to
all parts of the Catholic world; may we not also receive a small
contribution?

Itis the great poverty and difficulty that give me the courage to be
bold enough to burden Your Excellency with my petition. | feel
relieved already when | know that your generous fatherly heart
beats compassionately not only for those of your own sheepfold but
also for all souls in the entire fold of Jesus Christ. We will always be
grateful to Your Excellency and we will beg the loving God daily for
your welfare and in particular, this parish will consider Your Excel-
lency as its first and greatest benefactor and will place your name
first on the list of its benefactors. The entire parish, mostly Bavar-
ians, number about 300 families, all very poor but thoroughly
Catholic, who settled here because of the Catholic priests who are
here.

The length of the new church is 110 feet, its width is 60 feet, and
its height, when completed, 32 feet.”” A carpenter here has volun-
teered without remuneration to make the frames for the Way of the
Cross — exclusive, of course, of the pictures. There are generous
hearts in Bavaria, | am sure, especially among the women of
Munich, who would be happy to donate these stations. Unfortu-
nately, | do not know them, so | humbly ask Your Excellency to

2% As can be seen, there is some discrepancy between Wimmer’s and Benedicta’s
measurements of the church. See the Oct. 8, 1852, letter by Wimmer.
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intercede for us in this respect. The size of the stations will be in
proportion to the size of the church.

May Your Excellency forgive me for being so free in asking so
much from you. In Eichstatt | could always speak freely with Your
Excellency, so | thought | could do likewise here.

Both of my fellow sisters express their deepest respect for Your
Excellency. They pray daily for Your welfare and all three of us beg
for Your blessing and for your continued benevolence and good will
towards us; | remain in deepest respect and esteem,

Your most obedient servant,

M. Benedicta Riepp, Sup. O.S.B.*°
May | add my address:

Miss Benedicta Riepp in St. Marystown
via Liverpool Benziger Post Office
pr. Steamer Elk Co., Pa.

North America

RIEPP TO LUDWIG St. Marys, Elk
Co., Pa.
Jan. 8, 1853
Most lllustrious King!

High and Mighty King and Lord!

It has pleased Your Majesty graciously to bequeath us the very
generous sum of 8000 fl. (eight thousand gulden) for the construc-
tion of a new convent in St. Marystown in North America. The obe-
dient undersigned has already received the very honorable Cabinet-
Document through the Most Reverend Father Boniface Wimmer, at
which time he remarked that 4000 fl. were already in his hands. How
wonderfully the loving God helps even those who, themselves, con-
tribute but a little to His work. Since our arrival here, | have always
been in the greatest dilemma to know from where we should draw
the necessary funds to build the convent; and now Your Kingly
Majesty has been designated by the great Lord God as promoter
and founder of the first monastery of Benedictine women in Amer-
ica. May it please Your Kingly Majesty graciously to accept our hum-
ble thanks for this noble gift. Daily our prayers and those of our
successors will rise to the throne of the Most High for the welfare of
Your Sovereign Majesty. Every Wednesday, for as long as the con-

3'S.B.C.A., Baraga Collection, Er 2/3.
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vent remains in existence, a Holy Mass will be offered by all of us for
this intention; and the 25th of August®' will always be the annual
thanksgiving day in memory of the royal donor. Certainly, in time it
will be possible to do much also for Christian religious education by
this convent; that | hope to do with the grace of God. It was very
important for this parish to receive teachers for their daughters —
the mothers acknowledge this, especially those who thought their
daughters were being spoiled by a male teacher. In all, 60-80 girls
can now attend our school. They attend very irregularly; the long
way to school, mostly through the woods, and the great poverty may
contribute to this. | am often moved to pity for the dear little ones
when | see them coming, half dressed and almost numb from the
cold, and then have nothing to eat the whole day except a piece of
black bread. Because of the poverty of this parish, our income is
also very small; we obtain only a part of the amount designated for
our school by the state; but because of this the dear God will care
for us so much more.

My plans perhaps are somewhat far-reaching for this time. | hope
after a time to be able to buy a few acres of land so that, in a physical
way, we can give some help to our good Bavarian people (the parish
consists mostly of Bavarians). That is my desire. But years will pass
before our gloomy, terrible region will be made somewhat brighter,
and it will cost much perspiration, since at present, as far as the eye
can see, there is only terrible woodland; between the trees here and
there a small piece of land is cleared. Little has been done for our
present location, but for us, poor sisters, it is, in spite of this, a
paradise, because we find ourselves happy and peaceful in our
vocation.

May Your Royal Majesty graciously accept this letter, in which |
venture humbly to beg for further kindness and grace. In this com-
forting hope, | remain in deepest respect,

Your Gracious Majesty’s most obedient servant,

M. Benedicta Riepp, Sup. of the Bavarian Benedictine
Sisters in North America*?

As was his custom, King Ludwig sent the money destined for
the needs of the sisters to Father Wimmer. At this time 8000

31 Feast of St. Ludwig.
32 Geheimes Hausarchiv, Munich, original; S.B.C.A., copy; see also Mathiser, Stu-
dien, 43:164-165.
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gulden had been sent for the sisters but the money was used by
Wimmer for another purpose. He explains his action as follows:

WIMMER TO LUDWIG July 4, 1853

[After speaking of buildings planned, etc., Wimmer continues:]

. . . | could not have undertaken these two buildings** if Your
Kingly Majesty had not most kindly directed that for the furnishing
and building of a convent for the Benedictine Sisters in St. Marys,
8000 fl. should be stipulated. The building of the convent could,
however, not be undertaken at once, since no preparations for the
same had been made, and furthermore could not be made since the
entire colony was busy with the building of the church which had
already been started and could not be interrupted. The sisters were
prepared to lend me the money, since they were not in a position to
use it at once, with the condition that | care for the buying and the
obtaining of the immediately necessary arrangements, and then, if
time allowed, use the remaining money for building a convent.
Meanwhile, they live in a frame building, which the company built
originally for the School Sisters of Notre Dame who were here in St.
Marys at the time of Baron v. Schrotters,* but who later left when
the Redemptorists left. The company allowed me to take this build-
ing when | accepted the colony. Since then the lower story has been
used as a church while the upper story and the nearby buildings are
used for living quarters and school by the sisters. When the fur-
nishings for this building were obtained, care was taken so that the
sisters could use them again in the new convent. For the erection of
the convent, the necessary preparation should be made in late au-
tumn and winter in order that the actual building can be undertaken
in earnest in early spring. There is no clay near St. Marys from which
bricks can be made; we have, for building purposes, only field
stone; also there is no good sand, but there is lime; and there is an
abundance of beautiful wood for building.

The sisters’ convent will be in the center of a small, well laid-out
city and will be attached to the new church which will be 115 ft. long
and 60 ft. wide. It will take all summer for my masons, carpenters
and cabinet builders to complete the building. But then the sisters
will have a convent and | will have earned for my work about 1000 fl.,
which otherwise | would have had to do for nothing; the poor

33 He was building two mills at the time, one in St. Marys, and one run by steam at

St. Vincent Priory.
3 Land agent or leader of colonizing company.
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parish, which gave its utmost for the building of the church, could
not have built a convent — since it was | who brought the sisters
over, that depended on me. Your Kingly Majesty, therefore, greatly
helped not only the good sisters but also myself and mine by your
generous gift and | do not fear that | acted contrary to Your Kingly
Majesty’s intention, when |, without harm to the ones concerned
and with their full consent, acted as | here describe. The sisters
could not have erected a convent and also paid wages with the
generous donation in a land where the manual laborer, besides his
board, daily gets $1.00 (2 fl. 30 kr.) and the driver likewise gets $1.00
per day for each horse; they could not have erected a convent with
the necessary room for a motherhouse, for a school building for the
girls of the colony, and for a formation institute, but because | do
not have to pay wages, the thousands (of fl.) which remain for the
furnishings of the convent are a real gift also for us, for which, I, in
the name of all my brothers, express to Your Kingly Majesty our
warmest gratitude.

Two choir sisters and one lay sister came from Eichstatt to St.
Marys; since then they have already accepted twelve candidates, of
whom eleven are American-born, and one came from Bavaria. In St.
Walburg, they are not very happy that the superior on my advice
has opened a novitiate because there they are of the opinion that
the convent is to be considered a daughterhouse and is to be
governed from there. . . . Even in spite of the danger that the
motherhouse might withdraw help, | insisted on the erection of an
independent novitiate and on the affirmation of self-government so
that we here could answer the crying need for religious instruction of
the young girls as early as possible and in the widest possible sphere
of activity. | hope Eichstatt will honor the reasons | have proposed.
Since the convent receives only $200 from the school tax (a tax which
here has to be paid by every person, married or unmarried, lay or
clergy) which is about 500 fl. — the burden of supporting so many
people again falls on me. It is for this reason that | build the mills,
clear the land with my brothers, so that our many and ever increasing
numbers may labor for God and His holy Church, for right and order
in the state, and to gain followers; in this | allow myself to be led by
trust in God. . . .

Your Royal Majesty’s
most obedient and devoted

Fr. Boniface Wimmer, Superior
of the Bavarian Benedictine Mission®’

35 Mathaser, Letters, pp. 48-50; see also Mathiser, Studien, 43:166.
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WIMMER TO SCHERR July 6, 1853

[Lord Abbot,]

. the Superior, M. Benedicta, is a very wise and pious
woman, energetic, and yet pleasant and helpful toward her
subjects.?® The children in the school as well as the candidates (for
the Order) in the house are attached to her with deep affection. . . .

Boniface

In the same letter of July 6, 1853, Father Wimmer wrote:

“To the sisters of Eichstatt | expressed my opinion unreservedly:
the sisters in Eichstatt are fools if they expect to understand better
what is needed in America than | do here in the place and on the
spot.”

Classes had opened in St. Marys in the fall of 1852 with
Mother Benedicta teaching the elementary subjects in German.
A lay woman taught the English classes and a man taught the
boys. Most of the pupils were German; Irish children began to
attend the school after a railroad had been built to St. Marys. In
all there were between 60 and 70 children. Mother Walburga
Dietrich taught needlework to the girls.

With Bishop George von Oettl’s permission, four additional
sisters were sent to St. Marys in 1853, one of whom was Mother
Scholastica Burkhardt, who became novice mistress in St.
Joseph Convent, St. Marys. Later she was superior of the con-
vent in Erie. She volunteered for the mission to Minnesota in
1857 but was detained in Erie by Bishop Josue Young. For a
number of years she was a friend of Wimmer and as such was the
recipient of many of his letters, some of which are quoted in this
study.

SCHNITZER TO LUDWIG-MISSIONSVEREIN Eichstatt
October 28, 1853
Esteemed Central Directory
of the
Ludwig-Missionsverein

3¢ Mathéser, Letters, p. 60, n. 7. Mathiser adds the note: ““Of this, the newly
appointed Bishop of Erie could convince himself when he spent July 12-16, 1854, in St.
Marys’’; see also letter by Wimmer to Archbishop Karl August von Reisach, August 7,
1854, pp. 37-38.
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Trusting in the special kindness and graciousness with which the
revered directors of the Ludwig-Missionsverein have in the past year
granted the necessary money for traveling expenses for several of
my sisters so that they could go to their new assignment, the found-
ing of a daughter convent in St. Marys, |, at this time, again venture
to ask most humbly for the same help for some other members of
my convent who will soon depart for St. Marys to help the sisters
there who are burdened with work.

His Grace, the Most Reverend Bishop, has already granted his
consent and permission for the departure. The same is enclosed
here.

The new sisters appointed by me for St. Marys from our convent
are the following:

M. Scholastica Burkhardt, choir sister
Alexia Lechner, lay sister
Lidwina Uhl, lay sister
Barbara Kogel, candidate

| presume to ask the Revered Central Directory of the Ludwig-
Missionsverein for money to defray the traveling expenses for these
four new missionaries to St. Marys. Following are my reasons:

1. The limited means of our Convent of St. Walburg do not permit
me to make such a considerable outlay on our own, and indeed the
less so, since there are always increasingly more demands on the
convent from many sides; and with the rising prices of food, | can
meet the current expenses only with great difficulty.

2. The daughterhouse in St. Marys, like all daughters, often asks
for more support from the motherhouse and, even though | am
advised to be saving, | cannot be so hardhearted and unkind as to
completely disregard these requests.

3. The four sisters going to America have in general brought very
little from home and this little was used for their novitiate training or
it must now be used for procuring further requirements for the
journey. It is barely enough for that.

4. There is a lack of prepared teaching personnel in the mother-
house caused by the departure of trained teachers. This lack | must
try to fill by the acceptance of new members and the preparation of
qualified subjects. For this also the motherhouse must make new
expenses.

These are the most important reasons which compel me to ask the
revered directors of the Ludwig-Missionsverein for the necessary
money for traveling expenses to America for the four sisters. May
these reasons be given the appropriate consideration, and may the
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revered Central Directory in consideration of the same, graciously
grant a hearing to my humble petition. May the thousandfold
blessing under which the zealous young women work for the salva-
tion of souls in the New World, and the many fruits which they hope
to reap with God’s help, be the expression of deep gratitude to and
the granting of God's rich reward for all our members but especially
also for the directors of the Ludwig-Missionsverein.

Humbly repeating my petition and hopefully awaiting a gracious
hearing, | remain respectfully,

The Revered Central Directory of the Ludwig-Missionsverein’s
Most obedient,

M. Edwarda Schnitzer, Prioress
of the Convent of St. Walburg?®”
Eichstatt,
October 28, 1853

VON OETTL?*® TO LUDWIG-MISSIONSVEREIN October 29, 1853

The undersigned acknowledges herewith that he has granted to
the choir and lay sisters of the Convent of St. Walburg in Eichstitt:
M. Scholastica Burkhardt, choir sister
Alexia Lechner, lay sister
Lidwina Uhl, lay sister, and
Barbara Kogel, candidate, upon their request, the permission to
leave the Convent of St. Walburg in order to go to St. Marys in North
America, to the newly erected daughter convent. | cannot but rec-
ommend these pious, and in every respect, highly commendable
sisters to the benevolence of the revered Directory of the Ludwig-
Missionsverein.

Eichstatt, October 29, 1853 tGeorge, Bishop*

After one year in America Mother Benedicta was still enthu-
siastic about her new home and work. Her description of the
colony of St. Marys is much like an earlier description by Father
Wimmer.*

37 S.B.C.A., Baraga Collection, Er 2/5a.

3 George von Oettl, bishop of Eichstitt.

3 S.B.C.A., Baraga Collection, Er 2/5b.

.40 See, for instance, his letter to friends in Munich, Dec. 28, 1847, one year after he
arrived in America, pp. 9-10.
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RIEPP TO LUDWIG-MISSIONSVEREIN St. Marys
Dec. 15, 1853

Very Honorable Ludwig-Missionsverein

Accept my most humble thanks for the gift of 1000 fl. which |
received in October 1853 through the Reverend Court Chaplain
Mueller. | will take this occasion to enclose a receipt and add a brief
report on this locality, on the origin of our little colony as well as on
our own work and activities here in St. Marys. Eleven years ago the
region here was a fearful primeval forest in which only wild animals
lived. Only now and then brave hunters well armed and equipped
with compass dared to penetrate these inhospitable regions; Indi-
ans also came to hunt annually. No one would have thought at that
time that this would ever be an inhabited place and the center of the
Catholics of northern Pennsylvania. A group of Germans decided to
settle here. However, cut off from the civilized world and suffering
from want and in need of the most necessary things, they lost cour-
age and were already on the point of leaving the region to seek a
better livelihood. It was just at this time that, by a special act of
Divine Providence, the poor settlers were encouraged by the arrival
of the Reverend Redemptorists who took over the care of their
souls. Many German Catholics in the large cities of Philadelphia,
New York and Baltimore felt themselves drawn by the idea of living
in a completely Catholic colony in order to be able to give their
children a Catholic education, and left the lawlessness of the large
cities and devoted themselves to hard agricultural work. Many Ger-
man settlers, especially Bavarians, joined this settlement. In Ger-
many it is not possible to understand perfectly the hardships such a
new settlement entails. The local forests consist of huge fir trees
which have never been touched by an ax; pine, birch, chestnut and
wild cherry trees abound. To clear these forests one must first fell
the large trees, cut them into smaller logs, roll them together and
burn them. One can describe this easily, but it costs much effort and
time actually to do it. As a result of the persevering diligence of the
Germans, a flourishing colony was established which already can
supply oats and potatoes for distant places. In 1849 the colony was
on the verge of breaking up when the Redemptorist Fathers left and
the colonists found themselves deprived of all spiritual consolation.
However, Divine Providence wisely protected the colony, which
had also been placed under the protection of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. The Most Reverend Bishop M. O’Connor not only sent a
priest to the parish, but he also took measures to establish a monas-
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tery of the Order of St. Benedict. On December 23, 1849, the first
Benedictine, Father Benedict Haindl from St. Vincent, arrived here
in St. Marys. In 14 days he was followed by a second one who,
however, could take over the parish for an indefinite time only
because the Order was still too small to start a new monastery. Just
as everything good must be opposed everywhere, so it is here too.
Parties and divisions have arisen among the colonists which have
caused some difficulty for the Catholic cause and it called for wis-
dom and charity on the part of the priests to win the understanding
of both parties. Everything was again brought well into order by the
time the Reverend Benedictines were recalled to their motherhouse
[St. Vincent] and the Reverend Schafleitner, a zealous priest, came
to take their place. Even though his zeal was self-sacrificing, he
found it impossible, without help, to care properly for the souls of
St. Marys and the surrounding districts. No sooner was the colony
of St. Marys founded than Catholics grouped themselves around the
colony stretching to a distance of from 15 to 30 miles. These were
also to be cared for from St. Marys. In a short time three such
parishes have been formed from St. Marys. One can notice every-
where the spread of the Catholic religion especially in places to
which zealous missionaries come and admonish weak and partly
fallen-away Catholics to adhere to their old faith. They also instruct
the youth in the most important articles of faith. Ignorance of the
teachings of the faith is very great in America. Then, also, there was
a time about 10 or 15 years ago when cases of apostasy were very
numerous. It is, however, encouraging to see that many of these
unfortunate ones were won over again by the love and encourage-
ment of the priests and they now practice the faith even more
zealously. The zeal of the Catholics of St. Marys at the building of
the new church must especially be emphasized. In Europe the priest
would press in vain for such Catholic sacrifices, which, however, the
American brings willingly. A witness to this was given by our parish.
They began the building of a new church in the year 1852 — a
building 127 feet long and 60 feet wide, of broken stones and deco-
rated with a tower, 70 feet high. All costs were carried by a small
group of pious Catholics; these are the ones the parish must thank.
In December the church was dedicated to the service of the Al-
mighty but, of course, not decorated as are those in Germany. The
walls, inside and outside, are not yet plastered; there are no pews,
nor pulpit, no Communion railing, nor baptismal font; neither pic-
tures nor wood carvings decorate the same; only a simple altar with
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a tabernacle shows that the church is a Catholic one. This our Catho-
lics have done partly by manual work, partly through money con-
tributions. The church is an ornament in the new colony of St.
Marys, which is now quite well populated. In comparison with Ger-
many, however, the place resembles a wilderness. One can aptly
apply here the German expression: “The world here is hemmed in
by trees” — insofar as the enormous forests surround the whole
colony — with only three roads leading to more open and more
cultivated regions. The forests are almost all pine trees, five to six
feet in diameter, and when they are cut down and the soil is culti-
vated, the hundreds and thousands of stumps stand in freshness of
life as though they meant to remain masters of the place for many
more years.

Now | will permit myself to add something about our convent and
our work in America. One year and six months have passed since we
three sisters left our motherhouse, St. Walburg in Eichstatt, to de-
vote our lives and work to the instruction and formation of young
girls in America under the direction of the Reverend Father Boniface
Wimmer, superior of the Benedictines in North America, who
placed us in the colony of St. Marys, a completely German and
Catholic parish, and so gave us the opportunity to work first among
our compatriots. Although we live in a small house, mostly made of
rough logs fastened together and covered with boards, our manner
of life soon drew the attention of all, even of the unbelievers; a
life style like ours, completely devoted to God’s service and the
welfare of others, cannot be wondered at enough, especially by
unbelievers. Among Catholics, our simple life unknown to the
world aroused great attention and many women soon expressed a
desire for such a life and, willing to renounce all worldly pleasures,
begged to be received into our holy Order without regard to our
evident poverty and the lowliness of our house. After many trials
and often even with great sacrifices and their own complete self-
surrender, twelve young women have been accepted into the con-
vent; twelve have already received the holy habit and four others
will receive it in a short time. Many of these young women are native
Americans and speak German and English. Both languages are indis-
pensable in America; without them no institute in America can
accomplish its purpose. It is, therefore, of greatimportance for us to
accept girls for our Order who are thoroughly conversant in both
languages. May the dear God permit it that soon we can move into a
more spacious convent so that we will be able to accept more candi-
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dates into our Order and more pupils into our institute. The limited
space of our house did not, until now, permit us to accept more
than ten to twelve pupils. The pupils entrusted to our care at present
are, with a few exceptions, all orphans, who already found them-
selves in danger of losing the light of the true faith and of falling into
the arms of unbelief. The danger of falling away from the faith is a
threat in this country, especially for young women who, being the
weaker sex, are easily led astray by the flattery of the Americans.
Our greatest sphere of action, at present, is in the elementary
school, which is attended by about 80 girls, all of them from the
parish. | cannot omit here the observation that two atheistic families
send their children to our school. And since these children hear the
instruction given the rest of the children, | was surprised to notice
that one of them even answered well and correctly more difficult
questions from our Catechism which she learned just by hearing
since she does not know the German language enough in order to
learn the answers from the catechism. Even if there is no hope that
these girls, so long as they are under the misguided influence of
their parents, can be won for the Catholic religion, it is not to be
doubted that they, when they have reached the years of discretion
and are no longer under this influence, will accept the faith when a
beam of the true light enlightens them and they recall the teachings
of the true faith which they have unconsciously assimilated.
Moreover, the Americans (especially those who do not profess any
religion, and do not have the prejudices of non-Catholics) look with
approval on the growth of orders of women, because in the vicinity
of every convent there arises a school for the higher education of
young women. These arouse the special good will of Americans.
May the dear God allow it that these institutes for women may
instruct their students how to open the way to the true faith to
unbelievers. | pray in a particular way that the loving God will bless
our Order and our work with rich grace because | believe through
this we can best express our gratitude for the charity which we have
received from the highly esteemed Ludwig-Missionsverein.

The money received was used to furnish our house and Institute.
A piano, books, maps, etc., and some furniture which was necessary
for furnishing the house were bought. Should we have the good
fortune to receive some more support from the esteemed Ludwig-
Missionsverein, | will certainly see to it that the entire sum will be
spent only for the good of the convent and the Institute. We will
certainly pray daily for our respected benefactors.

Again expressing my deepest gratitude, and most humbly begging
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for continued help and good will, | remain most humbly in deepest
reverence and respect,
[Your] grateful and obedient servant,

M. Benedicta Riepp, Superior in
North America®'

In 1853 the Diocese of Pittsburgh was divided. A new diocese
was formed in western Pennsylvania with the city of Erie as the
center and See city. This placed St. Marys into the Diocese of
Erie with the Right Reverend Josue Young as bishop.

Bishop Josue Young was in St. Marys on July 12, 1854, for
visitation and Confirmation. At this time he visited the Bene-
dictine Sisters of St. Joseph Convent. Wimmer'’s letters of July
and August speak of this occasion, and of the Bishop’s apprecia-
tion of the work of the sisters. The Bishop indicated to Wimmer
his desire for having the Benedictine Sisters in his diocese.

It was at the time of this visit that Bishop Young also asked
Mother Benedicta to send sisters to open a school in Erie. Two
years later, on June 21, 1856, she complied with this request by
sending four sisters to Erie, apparently without Wimmer’s ex-
press permission. Erie was the first Benedictine daughterhouse
in America. The sisters whom she took to Erie were Scholastica
Burkhardt, Luitgarda Butsch, Anselma Schoenhofer, and
Ruperta Albert. Scholastica had been the novice mistress in St.
Marys and was shortly after this appointed superior of the Erie
convent by Wimmer.

WIMMER TO VON REISACH Aug. 7, 1854

[Your Lordship:]

The bishop of the new diocese of Erie on Lake Erie, Josue Young, a
convert, was in St. Marys from July 12 to 16 inclusive for visitation
and Confirmation. He ““boarded” with the sisters and “roomed”
with the brothers. The Lady Superior did her utmost to show him
hospitality and to entertain him. Brother Armand Krammer (from
Linz) had written a charming song for his reception; Brother
Leonhard Mayer (from Wirtemberg) set it to music and the novices
— Benedicta Burkert (sic), Bonifacia Cassidy, Josepha Barkle, Luit-

41 S.B.C.A., Baraga Collection, Er 2/6.

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT IN AMERICA

37




38

garde Butz (sic), Bernarda Weidenberner and Hildegard Renner —
presented it very successfully in the refectory. He accepted it all very
graciously, although he is neither a musician nor a lover of music. In
the evening, twelve of my students serenaded him with a wind
instrument band which pleased him so much that he himself finally
asked to have a Yankee Doodler (sic) played, which he thought was
very beautiful. He also accompanied me and two other priests on a
two-hour ride through the settlement, to see all the marvels of St.
Marys. On the 15th the sisters held an exhibit, at which he awarded
the prizes to the girls and addressed them very fittingly and convinc-
ingly in English and German. He is a very amiable and pious man,
perhaps 50 years old, very tall and strong, and, for an American, is
without prejudice toward Germans. . . . He would like to have our
Benedictine sisters also in Erie because he was very pleased with
their achievements, especially in the arts and crafts. . . .

[With respect and esteem,

Your humble servant,
Boniface Wimmer]*?
On January 7, 1855, Mother Benedicta wrote two letters to

Archbishop Karl August of Munich. The first was a personal

letter containing New Year’s wishes, etc.; the other was of a

more businesslike character, and was sent either by the Bishop

or by Mother Benedicta herself to the Annalen to be published.

North America, St. Marystown
Jan. 7, 1855
Most Worthy Lord Archbishop!

Most Gracious Lord!

RIEPP TO VON REISACH

Kindly permit me, Your Lordship, to take advantage of the depar-
ture (for Bavaria) of the Reverend Boniface Wimmer, Superior, to
thank Your Excellency for the many favors which have so often come
to me through you, and also to extend to you my best wishes for a
happy New Year.

May Your Excellency live to see many more New Years and enjoy
good health and success under the protection of the Most High, so
that you may continue to accomplish much good in the Lord’s
vineyard. | also pray that our Blessed Savior, who found Your Excel-

42 Mathiser, Letters, p. 60, n. 7.
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lency worthy to be His representative, will give you the strength and
fortitude to overcome all difficulties and obstacles, which are so
many in such an important and holy office. After having happily
overcome obstacles, and all suffering is ended, may you and all your
flock be called to His Right Hand. Surely then your sacrifices and
heroic efforts will be richly rewarded. Our prayers will rise daily in
your behalf to the Most High to ask Him to reward you for the many
favors Your Excellency has conferred on us in the past. On our side
we can do nothing, but | am convinced that it will be pleasing and
agreeable to Your Excellency that we pray daily for the welfare of our
gracious benefactors.

To these best wishes and promises | wish most humbly to add the
petition that you will continue your kindness and good will towards
us, especially by supporting our petition for help from the Ludwig-
Missionsverein. We will endeavor to continue by our zealous work
in the mission field in accord with the wishes and expectations of
our highly respected benefactor. Two years have passed during
which we here in America gave our time to the education and in-
struction of youth. Our German compatriots are very satisfied and
happy that their daughters are receiving this instruction and educa-
tion from religious women, and in spite of the fact that there are
public schools nearby, they send their daughters a distance of five
or six miles to us. From all sides the little ones come to school in
groups from the woods in the winter time, poorly clad and half
frozen, carrying their breakfast and lunch in little paper bags.

Since it is the Rev. Boniface Wimmer’s aim to spread the Order of
St. Benedict here, | did not hesitate to accept novices at once to
acquaint them with the Holy Rule. The school grew quickly; at pres-
ent we have twenty-one novices, of whom eleven have already
made simple vows for one year. There are also seven candidates.
Many of them are Americans, the others are German, but with the
exception of a few, all speak both English and German. St. Marys is a
very suitable place for a novitiate because it is so secluded and
remote from the noisy bustle of life in the city. Although the Amer-
ican moneyseeker looks with scorn and disdain upon St. Marys,
because here he does not find what he is looking for, that is money,
but only poverty and simplicity, it is not the least of the settlements
since almost all are Catholic. Your Excellency will not, therefore,
disdain it when [, as a token of my respect and gratitude, send you,
through the courtesy of Rev. Boniface Wimmer, a photograph of St.
Marys. May the Reverend Superior arrive safely in Germany and
soon deliver to Your Excellency both the photo and the letter.
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Repeating again my best wishes and my petition, | humbly beg
Your Excellency’s blessing for myself and my dear fellow sisters,
who all promise obedience to Your Excellency, | remain in sincerest
sentiments of respect and esteem,

Your obedient and most grateful servant,

M. Benedicta Riepp, O.S.B.**

The Directory of the Catholic Church in the United States
informed King Ludwig of the increase in numbers of Bene-
dictines. By 1855, there were about 40 sisters belonging to the
St. Joseph Convent in St. Marys.

The letter which refers to the Directory follows:

WIMMER TO LUDWIG Feb. 19, 1855

Gracious King and Lord!

. . . |, therefore, take the freedom again respectfully to send to
Your Kingly Majesty the Directory of the Catholic Church in the
United States — "the Catholic Almanac” — from which Your Majes-
ty will recognize a new and very important growth in the number of
priests, laymen and churches, as well as church institutes, in every
state.

In like manner | can happily assure Your Majesty that, following
the example of all religious groups, the Benedictines have also had
good results from their endeavors to move forward both in spiritual
and material ways. . . .

Under the headings “’Diocese of Pittsburgh” and ‘’Diocese of Erie”’
Your Majesty will find the statement concerning the general status
of our Order. A note is also given on the Benedictine Sisters show-
ing that they have increased in number, which has placed them in a
position where they can extend their good work of educating young

girls. . . .
Your Royal Majesty’s Most obedient and submissive

P. Boniface Wimmer
Superior of the Bavarian Benedictine Mission*

The year 1855 brought the third group of sisters from Eichstatt
to St. Marys. One of the choir sisters of this group was Mother

43 S.B.C.A., Baraga Collection, Er 2/10. See Appendix I for the second letter, p. 213 f.
4 Mathiser, Letters, pp. 59-60.
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Willibalda Scherbauer, music teacher, and later foundress and
superior, 1857-68, of the Minnesota Benedictines in St. Cloud
and St. Joseph, Minnesota. As such, and because she was a
co-worker with Mother Benedicta, her letters will also find place
in this study. The following quotation describes the journey of
the sisters leaving for America.

CHRONICLE St. Walburg, Eichstatt

In 1855, on November 27, four more sisters of our convent left for
America in the company of the Reverend Father Boniface, now
Abbot.*> A young woman from the Ursuline Convent of Landshut,
and a 60-year-old nun from the Ursuline Convent of Gratz in Steuer-
mark — who had already lived 40 years in this convent and was
accompanied by her niece — joined our sisters. The first-named
young woman went to the Ursulines in Newark; the other two went
to St. Louis. The Very Reverend Confessor,*® Mother Fridolin and |
accompanied them to Kleinfeld. We had to have two vehicles. In the
coach were the young lady, Luisa Knapp, and Emmerama Bader,
Willibalda Scherbauer, Philomina Spiegel, Catherine Schoenhofer,
the young woman from Gratz, Mother Fridolin, and | myself, as
companion.

In our own chaise, were the Lord Abbot Boniface Wimmer, the
Reverend Confessor, the 60-year-old nun from Gratz and the young
lady from Landshut.

On our return trip we had dinner in Ellingen with the Reverend
parish priest Zipfel. We came home again at about seven-thirty in
the evening.

The young nuns are: M. Willibalda Scherbauer,*” music teacher;
M. Emmerama Bader for housework; Philomina Spiegel, lay sister,
from Eichstatt.

The young ladies:

Aloisia Knapp, candidate, for music and housework

Catherine Schoenhofer, from here — teacher of clarinet.*®

With the consent of Bishop George von Oettl this third, and
last, group of sisters from the Convent of St. Walburg, Eichstitt,

4 Appointed Abbot for three years by the Holy See in September, 1855.
4 Francis Anthony Schmid, S.J.

47 See Appendix E on Mother Willibalda Scherbauer, pp. 210-211.

* Chronicle MS, 9a, S.W.A.A.
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came to St. Marys in Pennsylvania in 1855. By this time the
motherhouse was aware that Wimmer was working for inde-
pendence, but in spite of this, Mother Edwarda was willing to
send help to the young foundation.

SCHNITZER TO LUDWIG-MISSIONSVEREIN March 2, 1855

Honored Directory
of the Ludwig-Missionsverein

Petition for help to defray traveling expenses

Following the example of many other superiors of religious
orders, | am making my third appeal to the Ludwig-Missionsverein
for financial aid. This time | am begging for a donation to help pay
the traveling expenses of the third group of sisters of St. Walburg
who are destined for our newly founded dependent convent, St.
Marys in America. These sisters are:

Willibalda Scherbauer
Emmerama Bader
Philomina Spiegel
Katharina Schoenhofer
Aloisia Knapp

So that we may not appear unreasonable in our plea for help, |
make the following statements:

1. Since my last petition for help, the income of our Convent of
St. Walburg has diminished rather than increased. In order to meet
our current living expenses here, | have been forced to draw on the
real estate of the convent. Due to the continued high cost of living
and the poverty of so many of our people at the present time, a
financial status such as ours is readily understandable for any house-
hold — despite conscientious management and frugality. | was,
therefore, more than once forced to use, besides the current in-
come from rent, the dowries of the young sisters for the daily ex-
penses.

2. The dependent convent founded in St. Marys still comes to us,
as in the past, for support. | cannot close my heart to these, my
fellow sisters. | must make some contributions there.

3. That is now again the case, when | must properly furnish cloth-
ing and other necessities for the sisters who are now emigrating.
Many of these sisters at their entrance brought nothing or but very
little to the convent; the burden of the expenses, therefore, falls
upon this convent.
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4. As in the past, so now, | must again replace the departing
sisters by new candidates; at their entrance, | must consider not
only the dowries they bring along but also their fitness and ability
for religious life. On account of St. Marys, we must again form new
members for our convent.

5. The kind directors of the Ludwig-Missionsverein who gave
such generous and loving support to the first foundation by sisters
of the Order of St. Benedict and until now have continued their
gracious support will, I am confident, not deny their love and favor
to this new convent. This young foundation, so visibly made with
God’s blessing, can be considered the work of the Ludwig-
Missionsverein and just like a mother does not forsake her child, so
the kind Directory cannot forsake this its colony — for that reason |
dare to beg with deep confidence.

Furthermore, since individual monasteries of monks of the Order
of St. Benedict have always graciously been given support by the
Ludwig-Missionsverein, so most certainly the first convent of the
sisters of the Order in America will not be looked upon as a step-
child and forsaken by the Ludwig-Missionsverein.

| can state two reasons why | dare to hope with certainty that my
petition will not fall on deaf ears, namely, the loving concern of the
Ludwig-Missionsverein for the formation of German girls by this
foundation and its concern also for the difficulties faced by the
German settlers.

Finally, this petition is not made in my name nor that of the Con-
vent of St. Walburg, but in the name of the Reverend Mother Bene-
dicta, superior of the convent in St. Marys. Two of my letters to her
were lost, so she herself could not make an appeal for help. Taking
all this into consideration, the worthy Directory of the Ludwig-
Missionsverein will, | am sure, take an active interest in this, its
young foundation.

Our Very Reverend Lord Bishop has given his permission for the
undertaking by these sisters and novices, as is shown in the post-
script. Begging you again to send me the guarantee of money for the
traveling expenses of my sisters who this time will be accompanied
by the Reverend Father Boniface Wimmer, | remain with sentiments
of respect and reverence,

Your obedient servant,
[The Bishop's approval

M. Edwarda Schnitzer, Prioress of St.
follows.]

Walburg*®

4 S.B.C.A., Baraga Collection, Er 2/12.
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That the facts and circumstances in the above petition are founded
on perfect truth, and that this request is highly deserving of your
kindest regard, is factually stated by this recommendation.

Eichstatt, March 8, 1855 T George, Bishop

There are two letters of Mother Benedicta to Mr. Ignatius
Garner, land agent for the landowners, Benziger and
Eschbach.>® No further information about Garner nor about Dr.
Early, who is mentioned , was found.

RIEPP TO GARNER St. Marys, Pa.
March 15, 1855

To Ignatius Garner

Sir:

Having heard that it was your intention to visit us tomorrow, as
confirmed by Dr. Early, | shall feel greatly obliged by your kindness
in postponing it to some future period, it being the Doctor’s first visit
and since Father Prior is not at home. It will, however, afford me
great pleasure to see the Doctor at any other time it may suit his
convenience. Father Prior will return on Friday or Saturday. Having
heard so much of the respectability of Doctor Early, | have no objec-
tion to his coming tomorrow, only the absence of Father Prior would
make it inconvenient. | feel much your kindness in making us a visit
and have full confidence in your generosity that you will not think
that | am trespassing too much on your time by asking you to com-
ply with my request. This will be kindly remembered by me.

| can accept $15.00 if our organ is tuned. | shall accept it as a favor
if you are so good as to let me have it.

Remaining yours respectfully,
M. Benedicta Riepp, O.S.B., Sup.”’

The Know Nothing Party was opposed to foreigners, especial-
ly those from southern and eastern Europe, many of whom were
Catholic and did not speak English. The party was very active
during the first half of the nineteenth century. It stood for Native
Americanism, and wanted to deny political and religious free-

30 Albert G. Brehm, History of St. Marys Parish (St. Marys, 1960); see also Baska,

Benedictine Congregation, p. 16.
S1'S.B.C.A., copy.
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dom to the many immigrants who were seeking the freedoms
denied them in their mother countries. A political candidate had
to be able to show that he descended from at least two genera-
tions of American ancestors.’> Mother Benedicta met with some
difficulties because of the Know Nothing Party.

North America, St. Marys
May 20, 1855

RIEPP TO VON REISACH

Very Reverend Lord Archbishop!
Gracious Lord!

In complete confidence in the great kindness and graciousness,
and relying on the generous and charitable heart of Your Excellency,
| do not hesitate again humbly to state our need for support from
the worthy directors of the Ludwig-Missionsverein. | have already in
general placed my petition before them but | wish in particular to
beg Your Excellency for support. My petition is so much the
more urgent in that now even the small support from the school,
which till now was really our only income, has been withdrawn. The
cause of this is that | hesitated to have the sisters examined by a
member of the Know Nothing Party who has been appointed school
superintendent by the state. | could not, at least immediately, per-
mit this, since other religious women have not so far consented to
it, and the Reverend Superior [Wimmer] had earlier disregarded it. |
wanted first to get the advice of a few bishops, but even this delay
greatly offended the gentleman. This is a serious matter, especially
here in a free country, that we Catholics, and in particular we sisters,
should have to submit to examination by such aman whoisamember
ofanorganization considered the worstin the wholeworld and whatis
most sad is that this society has the upper hand in this country and
many of its members are at the top in all matters of state. The
superintendent also has the right to decide on textbooks — and most
likely the more dangerous ones will be chosen. In this situation, it is
hardly possible for us to remain here any longer unless we get support
from the outside or from generous benefactors. Our convent is too
young to be divided. The people here do what they can because they
fear we might leave them, as did the School Sisters, but they are
themselves too poor to give us much financial support; furthermore,

32 George M. Stephenson, A History of American Immigration, 1820-1924 (Chicago:
Ginn and Company, 1926), pp. 100 f.
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thereisarise hereinthecostofliving. I trustin Godandinthe kindness
of Your Excellency who has a greatinfluence in the Central Directory.
We will remain here as long as we can because we love our little
Germans very much and they would grow up without instruction and
schooling like the Indians in the forest.

We respect Your Excellency as our greatest benefactor to whom
we cannot be grateful enough and we will not let a day pass without
praying for your welfare. May | beg Your Excellency to remember us
also at the Holy Mass?

In conclusion, we humbly beg Your Excellency’s blessing and
your continued kindness and good will; | sign myself in deep re-
spect and esteem,

Your Excellency’s
Most grateful servant,

M. Benedicta Riepp, Superioress O.S.B.>?

St. Marys, North America
May 21, 1855

RIEPP TO LUDWIG-MISSIONSVEREIN

Most Esteemed Directory!

The Esteemed Directory of the Ludwig-Missionsverein has
through its generous support bestowed on us such a great benefit
that | feel myself solemnly obliged to express my sincerest gratitude.
Since this support will have a great influence on the general well-
being of the young convent, God will certainly repay this good gift
with His richest blessing. | spent the money>* in part for foodstuff, in
part for the extension, improvement and furnishing of our house.
The building of the new convent could, to date, not be undertaken
because this year there prevails especially great need in this coun-
try. Living expenses are at their highest and many of the well-to-do
in our county are going bankrupt, since they must sell lumber — the
only thing here that brings in money — below cost; through this our
people in St. Marys also suffer because they lose their wages. With-
out doubt, our material needs would be better provided for in larger
cities, but | feel sorry for the poor children who would grow up like
the Indians in the forest as soon as we would leave this place. The
School Sisters (of Notre Dame) did leave; and if | did not consider it
the special dispensation of God that directed us to this place to erect
our first convent, |, too, would prefer to transfer to a city; but for

33 S.B.C.A., Baraga Collection, Er 2/17.
5 The 1000 fl. received earlier.
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the sake of the dear youth we must make a sacrifice. The poor
people are not in a position to pay for good teachers out of their
own funds, even though they do everything in their power to main-
tain good schools. At present our schools are subject to state laws so
that we do receive some support from the state. According to earlier
school laws, this was easily possible since even by state laws reli-
gious schools were allowed; but within the last year school laws
began to be a danger to our holy religion because every teacher,
man or woman, has to submit to a public examination. This is
conducted by the county superintendent who could be the greatest
enemy of our holy religion, and almost always has to be because
Catholics in general are hated. Therefore, a Catholic, yes, even a
friend of Catholics, cannot easily be permitted in a public office in
the state. This last year the superintendent was a Know Nothing, a
member of a society considered one of the worst of the societies
existing in America, and known naturally to seek the harm of Catho-
lics and really through lies and deceit has brought it about that our
poor parish lost part of the money from the state fund. He also has
the right with the school board to choose the textbooks, by which
he could have an adverse influence on our schools. Even now it is
very unpleasant for us to submit to an examination by a heretic or an
unbeliever, and until now | have always refused to submit to it, even
though our school board pressed me hard to do so, because | feared
prejudice towards our Order; also | had no precedent of religious
women in America doing so; neither do | know whether the Bishop
here and the Very Reverend Superior [Wimmer], who at present is
in Europe, would advise it; if they should advise this, then | can do it
without further thought. This refusal of the examination had the
result that for the last four months the support of $100 has been
withheld, the loss of which was for us very difficult, since this was
practically our only income. We have 90-100 children in school. For
instructing these we receive $250 annually. That is our entire in-
come. Even if we accept pupils, we must take them practically free
of charge or at a very low rate of tuition. We now have 12 boarders
and of these only three pay board; the others are orphans whom we
have to feed and clothe. It is the same when we accept young
women for the Order; we may accept four who have no property
before we get one who brings a little money to the convent. There is
no lack of young women in this country who have a vocation to the
religious life, if only they could be given the opportunity. We are
now 27 in number and if space and means allowed, we could be
twice as many. | do not trust accepting more at present except those
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who bring some money. Furthermore, | do not know what will hap-
pen to our school. It could easily happen that we no longer receive
the $250, and then we would be entirely dependent on the volun-
teer donations of good people. However, in all this | will not lose
courage but only trust the more in the Providence of God which
until now has so kindly directed us; and | continue to trust especial-
ly in the charitable support of the very esteemed Central Directory,
whom | again in full confidence beg for support for this year. Hop-
ing for this kind help, I have the honor to assure the esteemed
Directory, that my gratitude will not diminish. In deepest respect
and regard, | am,

Very Esteemed Central Directory,

Your grateful servant,

M. Benedicta Riepp, Superior, O.S.B.>

In 1855 Father Boniface Wimmer spent many months in Rome
awaiting the decision of Pope Pius IX and of the Sacred Con-
gregation on the question of raising the Priory of St. Vincent to
the rank of abbey. Another matter of concern to him was that of
having St. Joseph Convent in St. Marys officially declared inde-
pendent of the Convent of St. Walburg in Eichstitt. He was
successful in the first; St. Vincent became an abbey on Septem-
ber 17, 1855. The second problem was not definitely solved at
this time. The official Decree of Separation was not published
until 1859. In a letter of Mother Edwarda Schnitzer to Mother
Scholastica Burkhardt of the Erie convent, dated November 15,
1859, she refers to the separation as being expected, perhaps
with the “‘written agreement of Mother Benedicta in the name of
all Benedictine sisters in America.”’® This letter of agreement
has not been located. Mother Benedicta may have given her
consent to Wimmer personally. From 1855 on, the Eichstitt
motherhouse was no longer asked for help, though Mother
Edwarda was willing to send more sisters. It is clear that from
1855 on, changes were made in the religious life of the sisters
that indicate a break from the religious life the sisters were
accustomed to when they were members of the Eichstétt
motherhouse.

55 S.B.C.A., Baraga Collection, Er 2/16.
56 Baska, Benedictine Congregation, p. 36; p. 40, n. 38.
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The year 1855 was an important one in the unfolding of the
history of the Benedictine sisters in America as well as in the
pursuance here of the cause of the difficulties between Abbot
Boniface Wimmer and Mother Benedicta Riepp. It was in that
year that the third and last group of sisters was sent from St.
Walburg to St. Joseph Convent in St. Marys. In this group we
find Mother Willibalda Scherbauer, whom the Abbot later con-
sidered to be, with Mother Benedicta Riepp, the cause of his
difficulties with the sisters. As stated above, in 1855 he asked
Pius IX to declare St. Marys independent of the Eichstatt
motherhouse. It was also the year in which he was appointed
abbot for three years by Pope Pius IX, and the year St. Vincent
Priory was raised to the status of independent abbey. Ten years
later Wimmer was named abbot for life as well as president for life
of the American Cassinese Congregation of Benedictines. Wim-
mer interpreted his position of president of this Congregation as
giving him power over all Benedictines, men and women, in the
United States.

The problem of Wimmer’s jurisdiction over the sisters is not
an easy one to solve. Father Willibald Mathiser, O.S.B., gives
an explanation which is perhaps the most acceptable. He writes:

The right to govern the Benedictine sisters was really not con-
ceded to Wimmer by Rome. He was, in fact, President of the Bene-
dictines of the Cassinese Congregation, but as such he was not the
superior of the sisters. With the confused situation in relation to
ruling power in the quickly developing Catholic Church in North
America, and because Wimmer had brought the Benedictine sisters
from Europe and was financially responsible for them, the Abbot of
St. Vincent took it for granted that he was also the superior of the
sisters. In the uncertainty of governing rights lay the cause of the
difficulties between Wimmer and Riepp in the first place.”

Regarding the American Benedictine sisters, Mathdser con-
tinues:

The Benedictine Sisters of North America, as demanded by the
times and conditions of the country, had to develop in a way which,
the longer it took, the more it differed from the Benedictine sisters

7 See Mathiser, Letters, p. 119, n. 12.
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in Europe. They developed a system, not based on the old monastic
principle of stability of place but on the congregational or provincial
system. As a result, they resembled the regular Third Orders, which
did not profess solemn but only simple perpetual vows.>®

If this is true, then Mother Benedicta Riepp and Mother Willi-
balda Scherbauer must have seen the change coming but were
not in a position to stem it. One after the other of the essentials
of the enclosed life they had experienced in Eichstitt had to be
relinquished in the mission field of America: enclosure, solitude,
quiet and silence, the Divine Office, solemn vows. Abbot Boni-
face Wimmer took these changes for granted and appealed to
Rome to have them approved.

In August 1855, Abbot Wimmer wrote to the Sacred Con-
gregation stating his reasons for desiring the separation of St.
Joseph Convent in St. Marys from the Priory in Eichstatt. His
letter is supported by Bishop Josue Young of Erie in a letter
dated October 1, 1855.

This separation from the European motherhouse would give
the abbot more direct jurisdiction over the sisters.

WIMMER TO BARNABO*° San Callisto [Rome]

1 August 1855
Most Reverend Excellency!

Recently | presented to the Sacred Congregation documents from
the monastery of St. Vincent in the Diocese of Pittsburgh. The thir-
teenth of these indicated that with the consent of the Most Rev-
erend D. Bishop O’Connor | established a convent of Benedictine
nuns in St. Marystown. According to the witness of the Most
Reverend D. Young, Bishop of Erie, in whose diocese St. Marystown
is located, the convent numbered six professed nuns and sixteen
novices a year ago.

The convent, indeed, is already independent of the monastery of
nuns of St. Walburg in Bavaria, but only in fact, not formally. It
mattered little to the nuns whether or not they were formally sepa-
rated from their monastery of origin. However, in cases of this kind
the American bishops are wont to require that nuns transferred
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from Europe to America be independent of their European supe-
riors.

But something other than this requires that this convent of nuns
in St. Marystown be acknowledged and declared formally as a con-
vent, independent of the monastery of St. Walburg in Bavaria, name-
ly this: the American sisters asked for their money or dowry which
they on their entrance brought to the monastery of St. Walburg;
they sought it for the new monastery in St. Marystown. But the
Prioress at St. Walburg refused to surrender the dowry before the
new monastery in America is formally recognized as a monastery of
nuns, independent of the monastery of St. Walburg.

Since, however, the dowries of these six American nuns are rather
large sums of money,*” and at the same time very desirable and
indeed necessary because of the buildings to be constructed, these
nuns asked me to approach the Sacred Congregation and humbly to
petition for them the following: ®'

That this convent of nuns in St. Marystown, Elk County, Pennsyl-
vania, Diocese of Erie, be recognized as a convent of nuns, inde-
pendent of its convent of origin, St. Walburg, Diocese of Eichstétt in
Bavaria, and that it be declared a Benedictine nuns’ Priory in its own
right.

The response of the Sacred Congregation should be sent to the
Most Reverend D. George de Oettl, Bishop of Eichstétt in Bavaria.

With the profoundest reverence and submission,
Your Reverend Excellency’s most humble servant,

P. Boniface Wimmer, O.S.B.%?

On August 8, 1855, Cardinal Barnabo, before responding to
Abbot Wimmer’s petition for the independence of St. Marys and
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