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Strategies and Practices 
for Guiding Students 
through Qualitative 
Research in a Semester-
Long Course
Ellen Block

Be not afraid!!!

Why conduct qualitative research 
in class?

• High-impact practice

• High student engagement

• Real stakes

• Leads to other professional 
opportunities

• More fun to grade!!!
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Getting Started

• Get students excited

• Share success stories

• Connect it to high impact practices

• Get started early

• Build in class time

Take Baby Steps
• Basic Proposal
• IRB Proposal and Consent form
• CITI Training
• Annotated Bibliography
• Interview Transcripts
• Coded Transcripts
• Presentation
• Final Report
• Peer and Self-Evaluation
• End of Semester IRB report
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What kinds of projects need IRB?

• The Federal Register (2018, Title 45, Subtitle A, Subchapter A, Part 
46) defines research as: " a systematic investigation, including 

research development, testing, and evaluation, designed to 
develop or contribute to generalizable 
knowledge". Therefore, data collection that is not designed to 
develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge would not be 
defined as research. Examples include data collection only for 
assessment, program evaluation, quality assurance, quality 
improvement, oral histories, journalism.

IRB Process: Course Approval

• Submit course approval application to irb@csbsju.edu (ideally 
before the start of the semester)

• Guide students to conduct projects that fit within Course 
Approval 

• Provide good templates for students

• Submit projects to IRB (usually me)
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What qualifies for Course Approval? 
• All participants must belong to the CSB/SJU campus community, and all in-person 

research must be conducted on the CSB/SJU campuses.

• All participants must be at least 18 years old, and no vulnerable populations can be 
recruited (children, prisoners, undocumented migrants etc)

• The research must pose no more than minimal risk to participants (no more than 

• Projects cannot cause participants to feel physically or psychologically threatened or 
involve procedures with more than minimal physical pain/discomfort.

• No names or other personal identifiers can be connected to any research data, and 
only non-sensitive information may be collected from participants.

• No deception about risks or other information that could influence individuals’ 
willingness to participate is allowed.

MAXQDA: Qualitative Data Analysis

• Free course license for students

• Faculty options: 
• Use course license

• Use institutional license

• Download read only version to look at coded interviews

• MAXQDA training video
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Coding Data

• Group coding protocols
• Pre-set codes

• Emergent codes

• Interrater reliability

• In-class coding workshops
• With data you choose

• With their own data

Writing Research Reports

• Deemphasis on standard research paper

• Emphasis on qualitative data analysis

• Choice to write individual paper or group paper

• Research findings structure
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What I will share with you…

• Assignment prompts and 
instructions

• IRB Proposal and Consent form 
templates

• PPT and activity for qualitative 
research/interviewing

• PPT/data sample for classroom 
training on coding/data 
analysis

• Video link for MAXQDA 
training

• Instructions for accessing 
MAXQDA

• Interview guide and coding 
handout

• This powerpoint

Questions and Discussion
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